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Advance Ticket Sales Booming For Next Week's Convair Open 
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ADVANCE DOPE—Russ Osgood, left, chairman of C.onvair-San 
Diego 1955 Golf Open, and Fred Grossher, grounds chairman, keep 
fingers crossed as they visit weatherman for advance dope on what 
weather to expect Jan. 20-23 when tournament will be played. 


Stage Set For Biggest 
And Best SD Golf Open 

Advance ticket sales are building up rapidly for the 
Convair-San Diego P.G.A. Open Golf Tournament which 
starts next week over the Mission Valley links. 


“Convair is responding strongly 
and we expect a particular run on 
the special $3 employee tickets 
which are good for the last two 
days of the tournament, Saturday 
and Sunday, Jan. 22 and 23,” 
Russ Osgood, tournament chair¬ 
man, said. 

“The stage is set for the best— 
and biggest—San Diego Open in 
history. The field of professional 
golfers is outstanding. Mission 
Valley is a course ideal for the 
spectator. Parking facilities will 
be the best ever. 


“If the weather will h^h^ve, 



GOING, GOING—Rita Tam- 
bornino, secretary to E. F. Jones, 
tournament director, can see 
daylight now as piles of tickets 
to 1955 Golf Open diminish as 
tourney nears. She has been 
"headquarters" for ticket supply. 


we can’t miss.” 

Next week will be a full jack¬ 
pot for golf fans. Preceding the 
Open will be two days (Jan. 18 
and 19) of brilliant shotmaking 
when teams representing the U. S. 
and Canada will play the fourth 
annual International P.G.A. Team 
Matches over the La Jolla Coun¬ 
try Club course. At stake will be 
the Hopkins Trophy (named for 
John Jay Hopkins, president and 
founder of the International Golf 
Association, and also president 
and board chairman of General 
Dynamics Corporation). 

Both season tickets for the 
Open ($4) and employee weekend 
tickets ($3) are on sale at Con¬ 
vair SD at employee service at 
both plants; at superintendents’ 
offices in all buildings; at the 
cashier offices in Buildings 19 and 
16; and at the engineering per¬ 
sonnel office. 

At Pomona they are on sale at 
employee service. 

Children 15 and under, if ac¬ 
companied by an adult, will be 
admitted free. 

As it did last year, Convair is 
underwriting the $15,000 tourna¬ 
ment. Proceeds, at least $1,000 
guaranteed, go to the San Diego 
Society for Crippled Children. 

There will be parking space for 
5,000 cars, with entry either from 
(Continued on Page 2) 


Next Tuesday Will Be 
Movie Night* for SD 

Next Tuesday, and succeed¬ 
ing Tuesdays for a six-week 
trial period, will be “Convair 
Night” at the Rio Theater, 3721 
University, San Diego, featur¬ 
ing bargain rates for Convair 
SD employees and families. 
Tickets will be 25 cents for 
adults; 10 cents for children. 
Just show ID card. 


Benefits Increased as 
New Insurance Plan 
Drafted at San Diego 


An entirely new life and group insurance program, with the company bearing the 
financial load, will go into effect at the end of February for all Convair San Diego 
supervision, employees not represented by bargaining units, and members of the Inter¬ 


national Association of Mac 
creased and a number have 
been added. 

A similar program is 
under discussion for Convair 
Pomona. 


linists. Many group insurance benefits have been in- 

k k k k k ★ 

Table Shows Amounf Additional 
Life Insurance You Can Order 


Under the new program, which 
becomes effective Feb. 21, the 
company bears the premium cost 
for group insurance covering all 
those eligible. This includes “ma¬ 
jor medical” as well as the polio 
coverage. 


Hourly Rate 
(From—Through) 

Less than 1.44 
$1.45—$2.45 .... 
$2.46—and over 


Amt. of Life 
Insurance Provided 
by Convair 

.. $5,000. 

...... $5,000. 

..... $5,000. 


Additional Life 
Insurance Which 
Can Be Ordered 


$3,200. 

$ 8 , 000 . 


Weekly Cost 
If Additional 
Is Ordered 

$.37 

$.92 


Latest Model F-102, 
Built in Record Time, 
Flies its Shakedowns 

A later model of the Convair F-102 interceptor, de¬ 
signated the F-102A, has been undergoing flight tests at 
Edwards Air Force Base on the Mojave Desert, California, 

since before Christmas. 


Also Convair bears the cost of 
$5,000 life insurance for everyone 
eligible. Additional life insurance 
may be taken out by the indi¬ 
vidual to amounts depending upon 
pay range. Cost of this is ex¬ 
ceptionally low, 50 cents a month 
per thousand. 

All those who are not eligible 
for the new insurance (those 
at Convair SD represented by 
the Engineers and Architects 
Association and the International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Work¬ 
ers) continue to have the old 
group and life insurance program 
available to them. 

Cards will be issued to all 
eligibles at San Diego during 
the last week of January. At 
that time, individuals will be 
given the opportunity to sign up 
for additional life insurance and 
also for the improved coverage 
for dependents. Cost of depend¬ 
ent coverage to the individual is 
$1.71 per week. 

In order to have additional life 
and dependent insurance effective 
by Feb. 21, cards must have 
been checked and returned by 
Feb. 10, J. K. Field, chief of 
employee service at SD, an¬ 
nounced. 

“We strongly recommend that 
Convair men and women take 
full advantage of the additional 
life insurance available to them,” 
Field said. 

“The very low rate makes it 
an excellent business proposition 
to the individual who thinks e- 
nough of his family to give them 
the fullest protection—and I am 
sure that includes all Convair 
bread winners.” 

Among the changes in group 
insurance are: 

Allowance for hospital rooms 
(Continued on Page 2) 


Disabled Vets 
To Sort Rivets 

Trucks began hauling away 
some 5,000 pounds of Convair San 
Diego salvage material this week 
that will provide jobs for about 
40 disabled veterans for a month. 

It is part of a contract signed 
last week between Convair and 
the Disabled American Veterans 
organization. 

Work is to begin next Monday 
(Jan. 17) at the DAV sorting 
plant in San Diego where the dis¬ 
abled veterans will sort approxi¬ 
mately 5,000 pounds each month 
of miscellaneous aircraft hard¬ 
ware, including nuts, bolts, rivets, 
clamps and screws. 

Details of the contract were 
revealed by B. F. Coggan, man¬ 
ager at Convair SD, and Richard 
J. Cosgriff, DAV business man¬ 
ager. 

Coggan pointed out that Con- 
vair’s industrial engineering de¬ 
partment has been investigating 
the project for several months. 
Previously, mixed hardware ac¬ 
cumulated at Plants 1 and 2 was 
shipped to Los Angeles for prcc- 
(Continued on Page 2) 


Announced last week, the modi¬ 
fied version of the delta wing 
interceptor was completed at San 
Diego in a record 117 working 
days. 

Following engine and taxi tests 
on Lindbergh Field, San Diego, 
the airplane was trucked to Ed¬ 
wards Dec. 16 and Engineering 
Test Pilot Richard Johnson made 
the shakedown Dec. 20. The fol¬ 
lowing day the new ship perform¬ 
ed supersonically in level flight— 
just six months after design work 
had been completed and manu¬ 
facture begun. 

Principal external difference 
between the F-102 A and the pro¬ 
totypes that have been flying 
more than a year at Air Force 
test bases is a longer fuselage. 

The after end of the fuselage 
is distinguished by two stream¬ 
lined fairings. The delta-wing is 
unchanged except for cambered 
leading edges and swept-up wing 
tips. 

The canopy has been redesigned 
to give the pilot greater visi¬ 
bility. 

The F-102A is powered by a 
Pratt and Whitney J-57 jet en¬ 
gine with afterburner. 



LATEST F-102—Photos were released last week of newest Convair F-102 interceptor. Plane, dis¬ 
tinguished by longer fuselage than predecessors, broke sound barrier on second shakedown flight. 
It is shown during, taxi test at San Diego. 
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(Continued from Page 1) 
Friar’s Road or the Mission Val¬ 
ley Freeway. Every facility is 
being planned to make the course 
accommodating to spectators, in¬ 
cluding bleachers at strategic 
points, food and drink facilities. 
The new Mission Valley Club¬ 
house will be open to the public. 
A large scoreboard near the club- 

, r ■ I . , r. . • Lx aim m. r n house will carry the scores as 

Newest Convair San Diego men to joiri ranks ofJ5;year pm "enjnclude,Jeft te nght^ Al Marus, Dept 3L ^ develop and a Marine Re- 


Stage Set for Biggest and Best 
San Diego Golf Open Next Week 


Thompson, Dept. 403; R. C. Dale, Dept. 37; J. S. Williams, Dept. 24-1; J. B. Gerding, Dept. 26-1; a 
Dept. 4-1. 


j emit Depot communications team 


Service Emblems 

SAN DIEGO 

Service emblems due during the period 
Jan. 1 through Jan. 15: 

Thirty-year: Dept. 31, R. S. Carson. 
Dept. 406, E. H. Wesp. Dept. 603-1, 
Eugene Bitzer. 

Twenty-five year: Dept. 28-1, W. C. 
Gilchrist. 

Fifteen-year: Dept. 6, C. W. Chap¬ 
man, H. F. Dunholter, J. B. Franklin, 
W. A. Pickens, D. D. Strange. Dept. 
22-1, A. P. Sutton. Dept. 25-1, Carlo 
Bommarito, L. G. Mulryan, E. H. 
Schaller. 

Dept. 27-3, G. W. Just. Dept. 31, M. 
H. Peet. Dept. 102, H. B. Bender. 
Dept. 115, F. J. Eppich Jr. Dept. 252, 
W. M. Holland. Dept. 300, D. L. Balch, 
A. L. Scheibel. Dept. 350, C. A. Brick- 
nell. 

Ten-year: Dept. 3-1, C. R. Living¬ 
stone. Dept. 6, J. K. Chott. Dept. 8-1, 
Gerard Lefeber. Dept. 14, P. P. San¬ 
chez, P. L. Willis. Dept. 22-2, C. W. 
Robinson. Dept. 24-1, Mariana C. Cos- 
tantino, J. H. Slovacek. 

Dept. 25-1, C. R. Olmsted. Dept. 28-6, 

J. W. Smith. Dept. 52, G. R. Wilcox. 
Dept. 70, B. M. McClure. Dept. 225, C. 

D. Herrera. Dept. 258, O. L. Huffman. 
Dept. 340, Dorothy Kelley. 

Five-year: Dept. 6, Vivian D. Moser, 
R. A. Sherman. Dept. 10, Leta R. 
Tinnin, Dorothy N. Weaver. Dept. 14, 
Dorothy C. Andrews. Dept. 22, Carolyn 

E. Breeze, E. A. Montoya. Dept. 24, 
Julia M. Koulaxizes. Dept. 25, Elizabetl 
P. Keeling. 

Dept. 28, J. P. Trainor. Dept. 31, 
Helen W. Lopez. Dept. 35, J. F. Marrs. 
Dept. 44, Antonio Rios. Dept. 52, J. E 
Humphrey, R. G. Wright. Dept. 55, H. 
P. Wing. Dept. 57, H. F. Meyers, 
Dept. 70, J. L. Kizziar Sr., Thelma C, 
Nolte. 

Dept. 102, J. H. Dunn. Dept. 110, 
E. M. Adams. Dept. 201, R. B. Free¬ 
man. Dept. 202, Vivian H. Hughes. 
Dept. 210, Alma B. Davenport, Ann C. 
Gwathmey. Dept. 212, Carrie B. Earle, 
P. C. Perdomo. Dept. 235, G. L. Miller. 
Dept. 250, Elizabeth B. Gwartney. 

Dept. 350, W. I. Lane. Dept. 355, 
Dorothy T. Ford. Dept. 403, R. A. 
Goad. Dept. 407, L. W. Lind. Dept. 522, 
W. J. Beers, Lola G. Bryan, K. O. 
DeVeer. Dept. 524, G. T. Grimes. Dept. 
528, Mary S. Peters. Dept. 603, D. C. 
Cooper, Viola W. Whitten, D. C. 
Zaworski. 

POMONA 

Fifteen-year: Dept. 6, G. E. Sylvester. 
Ten-year: Dept. 6, L. J. Wetzler, 
Dept. 22-1, B. W. Cobb. Dept. 62, W, 
A. Robbins. 

Five-year: Dept. 6, W. C. McCareon, 

K. L. McLellan, Norman Monsen. Dept. 
22-5, J. E. Miller. 

Training Classes 

SAN DIEGO 

BASIC ELECTRONICS— To start Jan. 
17. Classes Mondays and Wednesdays, 
Room 10, Bldg. 32, Plant 1. Leonard 
H. Fugate, instructor. Second shift, 
1:15 to 3:15 p.m. ; first shift, 4 to 6 
p.m. 

BLUE PRINT READING— To start 
Jan. 18. Tuesdays and Thursdays, 1:15 
to 3:15 p.m., Room 9, Bldg. 32, Plant 1. 
Werner A. Kuhtz, instructor. 

INTERMEDIATE ELECTRONICS— To 
start Jan. 18. Second shift, Tuesdays 
and Thursdays, 1:15 to 3:15 p.m., Room 
10, Bldg. 32, Plant 1. Jesse B. Baker, 
instructor. 

MATHEMATICS, Refresher Course—• 
To start Feb. 7. Mondays and Wednes¬ 
days, Room 9, Bldg. 32, Plant 1. Werner 
A. Kuhtz, instructor. Second shift, 1:15 
to 3:15 p.m.; first shift, 3:45 to 5:45 
p.m. 

For further information contact Train¬ 
ing Section office. Bldg. 14, Plant 1, 
ext. 491. 

INTRODUCTION TO SUPERVISION 

—To start Feb. 7. Classes will meet 
Mondays 6:30 to 9:30 p.m., Room 209, 
San Diego Junior College Trade Center, 
348 W. Market St. Instructor, M. S. 
Lachman, Convair training asst, super¬ 
visor. 

New Books 

SAN DIEGO 

Following are the titles to new 
volumes recently added to the Convair 
Library at Plant 2 (Building 2, room 
3-1, south end first mezzanine) : 

Airplane Design (10th Edition) ; Out¬ 
line of Executive Development; Educa¬ 
tional Film Guide (reference) ; Plastics 
Manual and Catalog; Frontiers of Man 
Controlled Flight; Introduction to Study 
of Industrial Relations; Skyrocketing 
Into the Unknown; Aircraft Yearbook— 
1953 ; D-C Power Systems For Aircraft; 
V-2 ; Aerodynamics; Electrical and Radio 
Dictionary ; Fundamentals of Electricity ; 
Fundamentals of Radio; Applied Draw¬ 
ing & Sketching; Manufacturing Pro¬ 
cesses—Materials; Manufacturing Pro¬ 
cesses—Production; Pattern Making; 
Logarithms Simplified; Plane Trigo¬ 
nometry Made Plain; How to Read for 
Self-Improvement; Metalworking Lubri¬ 
cants ; Mathematics For Machinists; 
Mathematics of the Shops; Forming and 
Bending Kaiser Aluminum; Radar Elec¬ 
tronic Fundamentals; U.S. Air Force 
Machinability Report; Treatise on Mill¬ 
ing and Milling Machines; Adhesive 
Bonding of Metals; Jet Aircraft Sim 
plified. 


Awards 


SAN DIEGO 

Employee suggestion awards totaled 
$1,524.75 for the weeks ending Dec. 9 
and Dec. 16, 1954: 

Dept. 2, SD Manager: C. M. Ulrey. 
Dept. 4, Material: M. D. Clark, C. A. 
Edmonson. 

Dept. 10, Industrial Accounting: D. P. 
Lach. _ . 

Dept. 22, Manufacturing Control: F. 

H. Harding. 

Dept. 28, Inspection: R. D. Johnson, 

K. Sinclair. 

Dept. 30, Model 8 Final Assembly: H. 
A. Anderson. _ 

Dept. 52, 340 Wing: R. E. Edwards, 

L. V. Nowak. 

Dept. 56, 340 Primary: E. J. Hansen. 
Dept. 57, 340 Final: R. L. Bevier, 

C. R. Woods. „ m , 

Dept. 60, Model 8 Wing & Tail: A. 

W. Hicks, C. V. Ratcliff. 

Dept. 70, Model 8 Fuselage: J. L. 
Arrollado, R. L. Curtis, A. L. Nunez, 

G. F. Reuthlinger. 

Dept. 101, Sheet Metal: A. E. Bough- 
er C. R. Thompson (final payment). 

Dept. 102, Sub-Assembly & Process¬ 
ing: L. E. Roberts. 

Dept. 203, Welding: K. L. Lobach, 
J. Riveroll, W. Wantuch. 

Dept. 212, T-29 Fuselage: M. Romero. 
Dept. 215, Machine Shop: A. C. Gay, 

H. R. Wessel. r Tr 

Dept. 225, T-29 Wing: W. V. Lee. 
Dept. 235, T-29 Primary: J. D. Hart¬ 
man, A. C. Wende. 

Dept. 250, Electric Bench: R. L. 
Kramer, W. C. Smith. 

Dept. 258, Proofing Mock-Up: H. 
Perkins. 

Dept. 300, Field Operations: C. A. 
McBride, W. D. Nowell, L. W. Turner. 

Dept. 350, Proofing Mock-Up: T. P. 
Emery, T. Hirasaki, R. H. Trussell. 
Dept. 375, Electronics: L. L. Welter. 
Dept. 407, Perishable Tool Cribs: E. 
E. Barrett, A. E. Payne. 

Dept. 522, Manufacturing Control: 
R. P. Earnest, T. G. Evatt. 

Dept. 524, Tooling: C. A. Bashore, H. 
H. Cameron, R. C. Graves, R. F. Win¬ 
chester. _, r ~ ,, 

Dept. 528, Inspection: A. W. Cobb, 
C. F. Gonzales, H. Goode, S. Popp, M. 
W. Pruitt, M. H. Quinsler. 



Births 


SAN DIEGO 

MORGAN—Son, Kent Stewart 7 lbs., 
born Dec. 22 to Mr. and Mrs. William 
A. Morgan, Dept. 4. 

SWINDALL—Daughter, Mona Karen, 

5 lbs. 12 oz., born Dec. 10 to Mr. and 
Mrs. W. B. Swindall Jr., Dept. 300. 

WEAVER—Daughter, Elaine Marie, 8 
lbs. 4 oz., born Dec. 27 to Mr. and Mrs. 
Harry W. Weaver, Dept. 522-6. 

POMONA 

CASEY— Daughter, Sidney Kathleen, 
7 lbs. 6 oz., born Dec. 22 to Mr. and 
Mrs. Burt Casey, Dept. 6. 

COPELAND— Daughter, Mary Alice, 

6 lbs. 15 oz., born Dec. 21 to Mr. and 
Mrs. Ray Copeland, Dept. 6. 

ELLIOTT—Daughter, Cynthia Jean, 8 
lbs. 11 oz., born Dec 17 to Mr. and 
Mrs. T. H. Elliott, Dept. 3-1. 

SCHILDBERG — Daughter, Pamela 
Joan, 8 lbs., born Dec. 15 to Mr. and 
Mrs. LaVerne Schildberg, Dept. 6. 

STOWERS—Daughter, Jacquelm, 7 
lbs. 14 oz., born Dec. 10 to Mr. and 
Mrs. H. C. Stowers, Dept. 6. 


Deaths 


SAN DIEGO 

PECK—Vera, Dept. 1-99, Charactron. 
Died Dec. 26. Survived by two sons, 
mother, two sisters. 


Personals 


SAN DIEGO 

We are deeply grateful to our many 
Convair friends for the expressions of 
sympathy and floral tributes at the loss 
of our mother. 

Lee Casteel 
E. D. Pickett 


New and Improved Life and Group 
Insurance Plan Drafted at SD 


DOTTED LINE—Convair Purchasing Agent W. J. Flannagan inks 
contract calling, for Disabled American Veterans to sort approxi¬ 
mately 5,000 pounds of Convair SD salvage each month. Forty vets 
will be employed. Seated with Flannagan are F. J. LesTina, D.A.V. 
commander, and R. J. Cosgriff, D.A.V. business manager. Standing 
are Kenneth K. Little, California veterans representative, and Con¬ 
vair representatives 0. L. Ebner, G. H. Blain, D. K. Crawford, R. H. 
Lange and E. E. Hartzler. 

Disabled Veterans 
To Sort Hardware 

(Continued from Page 1) 
essing. 

“We are pleased to have this 
work handled locally, particularly 
because the project will provide 
employment for many disabled 
veterans and handicapped peo¬ 
ple,” Coggan said. 

Convair also assisted the local 
organization in obtaining sorting 
equipment for installation in the 
sorting plant. 

Working out details of the 
arrangement for Convair were 
E. E. Hartzler, cost reduction 
supervisor; W. J. Flannagan, pur¬ 
chasing agent; R. H. Lange, head 
of the Convair Salvage yard, and 
G. L. Ebner, material department 
buyer. 

Frank LesTina, local DAV 
commander, and K. K. Little, vet¬ 
erans’employment representative, A ED 

California State Department of vOlSWCII AlD 
Employment, also helped make 
the contract possible. 


under Warrant Officer Bill Dal- 
rymple will operate walkie-talk¬ 
ies on the course. 

In addition to Osgood, a num¬ 
ber of Convair SD men are hold¬ 
ing key positions in the Open this 
year. E. F. Jones, assistant to the 
Convair president, is tournament 
director. Art King is assistant 


To repeat: employee tickets, 
good for the two final days of 
the tournament — Saturday and 
Sunday, Jan. 22 and 23 — are 
available to convair people at 
$3 each. (Daily course fees would 
total $5.50.) 


chairman. Fred Grossher is in 
charge of the grounds. Harry Mc¬ 
Kay is supervising entries and 
Mrs. McKay is in charge of the 
scorers. Other chairmen are: 
Garry Gonlag, finance; Eldon 
Frye, programs; Fred Hamlin, 
nublicity and press; Jack Porter¬ 
field, accommodations and trans¬ 
portation. 

Two of Convair SD’s best 
linksmen, Russ Strayer and Art 
King, will be playing in the tour¬ 
nament, and possibly Bill Pardy 
of Dept. 8, if he can qualify. 

“If you have seen a San Diego 
Open before, you will not want 
to miss this one,” Osgood com¬ 
mented. 

“If you have never seen one 
before, you have a treat in store 
for you. All the great names in 
golf will be here. And what they 
can do with a golf ball! It’s tre¬ 
mendous.” 


(Continued from Page 1) 
will be ‘ $15 a day (formerly 
$12) for a maximum of 100 
days (formerly 82) and $300 
for other hospital charges 
(formerly $260). 

Medical provisions (doctors’ 
calls, etc.) remain the same, 
however. 

General surgery maximum 
has been boosted from $300 
to $400; and additions to the 
plan provide a $600 ceiling for 
multiple operations during one 
disability and $565 for certain 
heart operations. 

Maternity benefits have been 
added. (For employees only.) 
These apply after a suitable 



“Polly wants a cracker and put 
some butter on it!” 


it CeMairietij ★ 
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Three 'Excellent' in 
Safety-Housekeeping 
Among Pomona Depts. 

Three departments received 
“excellent” ratings in the Decem¬ 
ber safety and housekeeping in¬ 
spection summary at Convair Po¬ 
mona, T. R. Smith, safety as¬ 
sistant supervisor, reported. 

These were: Processing (Dept. 
53), sub-assembly (Dept. 61), and 
missile checkout (Dept. 73). 

Ten others received “good” rat¬ 
ings. They were: Engineering 
(Dept. 6, Area 2), engineering 
(Dept. 6, Area 3), administrative 
services (Dept. 14), manufactur¬ 
ing control (Dept. 22), plant 
engineering (Dept. 25), tool 
manufacturing (Dept. 42), sheet 
metal (Dept. 52), final assembly 
(Dept. 62), electrical assembly 
(Dept. 63), and checkout equip¬ 
ment maintenance (Dept. 72). 

Quality control (Dept. 27) also 
received a “good” rating upon re¬ 
inspection. 

“Fair” ratings were given to 
the three remaining departments. 
They were: Engineering (Dept. 6, 
Area 1), experimental factory 
(Dept. 31), and machine shop 
(Dept. 51). Material (Dept. 4, also 
received a “fair” rating after re¬ 
inspection. 


You will be doing yourself a 
favor by keeping Convair up to 
date on your income tax exemp- 


Safest in SAC 

Carswell Air Force Base and 
the Air Force men who fly Con- 
vair-built B-36s from there have 
been named the safest in the 
entire Strategic Air Command. 

SAC last week announced that 
Carswell wins the 1954 flying 
safety trophy over all other SAC 
bases. 

Further, SAC will nominate 
Carswell as the safest flying 
team in the entire Air Force. 

The 1954 record involved about 
50-000 hours of flying. At usual 
speeds, that would mean some 
thing in the neighborhood of 
10,000,000 miles. That’s enough 
miles to circle the earth about 
400 times. 

The spotless record was made 
while Carswell craft operated in 
and out of remote bases in North 
Africa, Guam, Labrador as well 
as from bases in this country. 

The missions were made over 
deserts, mountains and oceans- 
through all tvpes of climates from 
polar to tropic. 


More Color Photos 
Of Planes Received 

An additional 3,000 sets of 
full color, 14 by 16-inch pic¬ 
tures of the R3Y, the XFY-1 
and the F-102 have been re¬ 
ceived at employee service at 
San Diego after the first 3,000 
were sold out in less than a 
week. The sets sell for 50 cents. 
They are on sale at employee 
service at both plants. 


period of participation in the 
new plan. 

Polio benefits remain at 
$5,000 but now are in addition 
to the basic benefits. 

“Major medical” is now a 
part of the basic group insur¬ 
ance program for all eligibles. 

Dependent insurance does not 
carry the maternity provision. 
However, there have been a num¬ 
ber of improvements and benefits 
have been raised in several cate¬ 
gories. 

Employee service next week 
will conduct meetings with super¬ 
vision to explain the details of 
the new program and the follow¬ 
ing week cards will go out to all 
eligibles to be checked as to the 
amount of life insurance over 
$5,000 required and as to whether 
or not dependent insurance is 
desired. Booklets giving details 
of the plan will be distributed. 

Currently, about 92 per cent of 
all employees are protected by 
group insurance at Convair San 
Diego. In effect, the new pro¬ 
gram will raise this to 100 per 
cent of all those eligible. Approxi¬ 
mately 60 per cent of Convair 
SD take advantage of protection 
for dependents. 


Veterans of 25 Years 
In Convair Guests at 
Next ’M' Club Meeting 

Management Club members at 
Convair San Diego will hold their 
first meeting of the year in style 
Jan. 19 when they gather at the 
new ballroom in the recently com¬ 
pleted addition to the El Cortez 
Hotel. 

Theme of the meeting will be 
“Old Timers Nite” with special 
tribute to those Convair SD em¬ 
ployees with 25 or more years 
with the company. The meeting 
is being sponsored by the works 
managers’ departments at both 
Plant 1 and 2. 

“Entertainment will be the or¬ 
der of the day,” said W. L. Young, 
works manager at Plant 1. “We 
have lined up some outstanding 
acts and will devote most of the 
meeting to having fun. There will 
be no speaker.” 

Scheduled for the night are the 
usual hospitality hour, drawing 
for prizes, presentation of awards 
and a special presentation of the 
“Mug o’ the Year.” 
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Participation in SD Cost 
Reduction During 1954 
Is Best in Over Decade 


An average of 37 of each 100 
people working at Convair San 
Diego took an active part in cost 
reduction during 1954. 

E. E. Hartzler, cost reduction 
supervisor, made this statement 
this week and also revealed that 
more people took part in two 
major cost reduction programs 
(Employee Suggestion and Cost 
Improvement Proposals) in 1954 
than in any year in the post-war 
period. 

“These remarkable participation 
figures show a marked increase 
over the two previous years de¬ 
spite the fact employment was 
lower in 1954 than at any time 
in the three-year period,” Hartz¬ 
ler said. “Our participation rec¬ 
ord is one of the highest in the 
nation in any industry.” 

Employees at San Diego sub¬ 


mitted a total of 8,253 ES’s and 
CIP’s in 1954, showing an in¬ 
crease of 12 per cent over 1953. 

Net savings from those ideas 
approved and installed came to 
$2,947,430. An additional saving 
of $523,150 has been approved and 
is now in the process of being 
installed. 

Of this total, $499,266 was 
realized through Employee Sug¬ 
gestions which earned employees 
$33,791.37, an increase of 15.3 per 
cent over 1953. Acceptance of 
ES’s increased 11 per cent during 
this period. 

“The success of this cost reduc¬ 
tion program in 1954 reflects 
highly upon those who had ideas 
and submitted them, upon the peo¬ 
ple who studied and helped de¬ 
velop these ideas and manage¬ 
ment for its whole-hearted sup¬ 
port,” Hartzler said. 



TESTER—M. L. Hughes mans the controls for test on air conditioning of B-58 cabin model at Fort 
Worth. Dave Latham, in flight suit, steps from huge chamber with an assist by Grover Sundberg. 



SO LONG—Sentimentally "autographing" last commercial model 340 fuselage currently on order 
at Convair San Diego are Gerry Houghawout, Raymond Brungard, Iris Rudloff and R. L. Dawson, all 
of Dept. 56. (Customer needn't worry, for that's water color and came off soon afterwards.) 


General Dynamics Aids 
Nuclear Medicine Unit 

Establishment of The Institute of Nuclear Medicine 
will be initiated through funds appropriated by General 
Dynamics Corporation, John Jay Hopkins, chairman and 
president, announced late last month. 


Altitude Chamber Test 
Simulates Conditions of 
Flight For B-58 Crews 

The B-58 is flying*! 

But all the “flying” is inside an altitude chamber in 
Convair Fort Worth’s engineering test lab. Here tests are 
being made to simulate working conditions of crew mem- 


The appropriation will be made 
to the Lovelace Foundation for 
Medical Education and Research, 
Albuquerque, N. M., where the 
Institute will be located, Hopkins 
added. 

This will be the first direct 
private corporate support of an 
organization uniquely devoted to 
nuclear applications in the fields 
of curative and preventive medi¬ 
cine and public health. 

General Dynamics has an im¬ 
portant role in the development 
of atomic energy. Its Electric 
Boat Division is currently build¬ 
ing two atomic-powered subma¬ 
rines and Convair is engaged in 
research and development work 
leading to the application of 
atomic power to aircraft. 

It is expected that the Institute 

~ ET 



“Pve been standing here long 
enough. When does my parole 
come up?” 


will be concerned with explora¬ 
tory and applied medical research 
involving radioisotopes, nuclear 
radiation and the development of 
electronic and nuclear instrumen¬ 
tation and equipment. Two unique 
functions of the Institute will be 
the establishment of a special 
reference library devoted to as¬ 
sembling the world literature on 
nuclear medicine, and the periodi¬ 
cal publication of a Journal of 
Nuclear Medicine. 

The Institute will be under the 
direction of Dr. W. Randolph 
Lovelace, II, vice president and 
director of the Albuquerque foun¬ 
dation and an executive director 
yet to be named. 

Since 1938 Lovelace has been 
active in aviation medical re¬ 
search and during World War II 
served as a colonel in the Army 
Air Force. From 1943 to 1945 
he was chief of the Aero Medical 
Laboratory at Wright Field, Day- 
ton. 

The Lovelace Foundation is a 
non-profit corporation founded in 
1947 by Dr. W. R. Lovelace. It 
lists as its objectives “the foster¬ 
ing of knowledge of the causes, 
prevention, relief, and treatment 
of human disease and the promo¬ 
tion of public health.” 


B-52 production will get a boost 
this year, now that sub-assembly 
work at Convair Fort Worth is in 
full swing. 

Completed components are 
scheduled for shipment within the 
next few months to Boeing’s plant 


REAL Ships Near 
End of Line But 
340s Continuing 

Twin-engine transports con¬ 
tinued to roll along several Con¬ 
vair San Diego assembly lines 
this week, including two Convair- 
Liner 340s which will fill the last 
of Convair’s current commercial 
commitments. 

The two model 340s are des¬ 
tined for REAL and are scheduled 
for factory completion toward 
the end of this month. They bring 
the total number of commercial 
340s factory completed to 206. 

“A number of different military 
versions of the model 340 will 
keep the final assembly area busy 
for some time, however,” W. S. 
Stroud, project administrator, 
said. 

Very much in the picture at this 
time are a number of C-131Ds, 
the Air Force designation for the 
340-type transport. 

The first C-131B, electronic 
test bed, was delivered to the Air 
Force last month while others are 
following on schedule. 

Final assembly work on T-29C 
and T-29D aircraft continues to 
move on schedule, Stroud added. 

Meanwhile, some assembly work 
has started on the first of a num¬ 
ber of twin-engine transports now 
on order by the Navy. These 
planes will differ slightly from 
the present commercial design of 
the Convair-Liner but will contain 
most of the popular transport’s 
original design features. They 
will be known as R4Y transports. 


in Wichita, where they will be¬ 
come a part of the eight-jet 
bombers. Under a contract 
awarded last spring, Convair FW 
is building an undisclosed number 
of vertical fins and outer wing 
panels. 


bers in actual flight. 

Testing is a very important 
part of Convair’s development 
work on the supersonic delta wing 
bomber since conditions under 
which the crew members perform 
their duties in flight affect their 
efficiency and safety. 

And that’s exactly what engi¬ 
neering test lab is doing: proving 
out those conditions. 

“Not only do we use newly de¬ 
signed test equipment,” said 
Grover Sundberg of engineering 
test lab. “We also use actual 
human beings. In this way, we 
know we’re getting the best pos¬ 
sible results.” 

The chamber is 30 feet long and 
12 feet in diameter. Inside is a 
set-up complete with simulated 
B-58 controls. The chamber is in¬ 
sulated so tests can be made at 
high or low temperatures and alti¬ 
tudes. 

There are more than 400 tem¬ 
perature “pick ups” to register 
temperature changes. Trained 
personnel also record air supply 
and return, air velocities and 
other factors in the cabin. 

It all starts when an engineer 
enters the chamber. He’s dressed 
in regular flight equipment: suit, 
boots, gloves, helmet and goggles. 

“One of the most important 
pieces of his equipment is his 
headset,” said Sundberg. 

“This gives him constant com¬ 
munication with the engineering 
crews recording data outside the 
chamber.” 

If hot or cool air coming 
through a duct hits the pilot at 
the wrong place, it makes the 
pilot uncomfortable. Since com¬ 


fort of the pilot and crew mem¬ 
bers is a very important factor in 
performance and safety, improper 
air flow must be corrected. 

So with his headset, the man 
in the pilot’s seat can tell the 
group outside the chamber what’s 
going on inside. They, in turn, 
try to make necessary changes. 

A test usually takes about a 
day. Tests are run a long enough 
time to approach actual flight 
conditions. 

The tests were requested by 
L. H. Schreiber in the engineering 
propulsion development group. 

“We’re sure that by the time 
we’re finished with testing, we’ll 
have many of the kinks ironed 
out,” said Sundberg. 

“We don’t guarantee all the 
comforts of home,” he said. “But 
we’re going to get as close as 
conditions permit.” 

SD's Friedrich Named 
I.A.S. Assoc. Fellow 
For Work on Missiles 

Dr. Hans R. Friedrich, dynam¬ 
ics group engineer at Convair San 
Diego, last month was notified 
that he had been elected an asso¬ 
ciate fellow of the Institute of 
Aeronautical Sciences. 

The selection was based on Dr. 
Friedrich’s basic contributions in 
the field of guided missiles. He 
has been with Convair since 1951 
and previously was engaged in re¬ 
search for the federal govern¬ 
ment. He was educated at the 
University of Leipzig. 



FW Developing B-52 Subassemblies 
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ROTATION—B-36 bombers continue to be a mainstay at Convair Fort Worth, even though last 
production ship was completed more than six months ago. Here is a ship in SAM-SAC line under¬ 
going maintenance and modernization. 


Work on SAM-SAC B-36s 
At Fort Worth Praised 

Convair employees’ work in the SAM-SAC program at 
Fort Worth was highly praised in a statement issued 
recently by Strategic Air Command at Omaha. 


Fabrication Falters and Others 
Grab First in SD Housekeeping 


President Filho 
Tries Out a 340 

The Brazilian airline Cruzeiro 
do Sul had a distinguished pas¬ 
senger appear at its ticket counter 
in Rio de Janeiro recently request¬ 
ing a ticket on a Convair-Liner 
model 340 flight to Natal. 

It was Cafe Filho, president of 
the Republic of Brazil, who was 
combining a trip to his home 
province to cast his ballot in a 
congressional election with a de¬ 
sire to try out the model 340. 

When Dr. Bento, president of 
Cruzeiro do Sul, heard who was 
present he put an entire airplane 



THE PRESIDENT—Cafe Filho, 
Brazilian chief executive, shown 
receiving a lighter as a memento 
of his trip aboard a model 340. 

at President Filho’s disposal and 
accompanied him on the flight. 

Wallace H. Casselberry, Con¬ 
vair field service engineer attach¬ 
ed to Cruzeiro, reported that the 
president had a pleasant trip, 
spent some time up with the 
pilots, and was impressed by the 
airplane’s performance in takeoff 
and climb and at cruising speeds, 
as well as the comfort during 
pressurized flight. 

Cruzeiro operates four model 
340s. 


COURSE IN BRAILLE 

Convair SD people who are in¬ 
terested in qualifying to help the 
blind as instructors in Braille 
were invited to enroll in a Braille 
beginners class starting tonight 
(Jan. 12) at Blind Recreation 
Center, 1805 Upas Street. Call 
Lucy Perry, AC 2-8784 for details. 


(SAM-SAC is “Specialized Air¬ 
craft Maintenance-Strategic Air 
Command.” It is work on B-36 
bombers built earlier by Convair 
Fort Worth.) 

SAC revealed that more than 
200 of the bombers now have 
gone through SAM-SAC and are 
now equally as able as the last 
bombers off the line. 

Said SAC: 

“To our operations planners 
this means two things: 

“First, that every B-36 is 
equipped with the latest design 
changes; and— 

“Second, that there is as 
little time out-of-service as 
possible. 

“Thus, SAC’s long-range 
bomber fleet is kept ready and 
able to strike anywhere in the 
world it might be necessary.” 

SAM-SAC was born of neces¬ 
sity when the Air Force became 
aware that it could not inspect, 
service and repair the planes fol¬ 
lowing past practice. 

The B-36s had to have regular 
Air Force two-year major over¬ 
hauls, but AF depots weren’t 
equipped to handle the giants. 
Even if they could have, SAC 
couldn’t afford to ground its top- 
ranking bombers the length of 
time it would take. 

So SAM-SAC was conceived. 

Said SAC: “The program, first 
of its kind in the industry and the 


riety are now available to Con¬ 
vair Fort Worth employees. They 
include technical and business 
subjects—all designed to fit the 
particular needs of Convair em¬ 
ployees. 

Subjects include: aircraft and 
engine mechanics, blueprint read¬ 
ing, fundamentals of electronics 
and mathematics, vacuum tube 
characteristics, radio transmit¬ 
ters, radio receivers. 

Shop mathematics, trigonom¬ 
etry, advanced shop mathematics, 
descriptive geometry, mathemat¬ 
ics for electronic technicians, pro¬ 
duction illustration, aircraft draft- 


nation, has attracted intense Air 
Force and industry attention. 
Many aircraft companies have 
sent teams of specialists to Con¬ 
vair Fort Worth to study the 
know-how there.” 

Faced with the job, San 
Antonio Air Materiel Depot, Con¬ 
vair and SAC officials worked out 
a never before tried process of 
returning the aircraft to the 
maker — Convair — for both 
modernization and overhaul. 

This is done in cycles. A part 
of the work is performed on one 
visit, and other work in later 
visits. 

One cycle, for instance, re¬ 
quires only 59 days to modernize 
and recondition one basic section 
(such as the fuselage). The rest 
of the ship receives a major in¬ 
spection. 

Convair emphasizes that SAM- 
SAC aircraft are not “made like 
new.” Instead, as long as parts 
work properly, they’re left on the 
airplane—regardless of how they 
might look. 

“This policy of having the craft 
ready—but not like new,” said 
SAC, “saves precious manhours 
and thousands of the nation’s de¬ 
fense dollars. 

“SAM-SAC is hailed as the 
answer to the problem of main¬ 
taining the vital capacity of 
B-36’s without impairing the de¬ 
fensive power of our B-36 fleet.” 


ing, elements of tool and opera¬ 
tion planning. 

Basic metallurgy, welding 
metallurgy, review shorthand, be¬ 
ginners shorthand, advanced typ¬ 
ing and beginners typing. 

Classes will be held in plant 
conference rooms or at Technical 
Institute. 

Upon successful completion of 
the course, the students receive 
certificates from the Fort Worth 
Public School System as well as 
a training record from Convair. 

Further information is avail¬ 
able from Chuck Glauber, ext. 
5245 or 5188 in the training sec¬ 
tion, col. 73 in the Administration 
Building. 


Only a month away from work¬ 
ing a full year without a house¬ 
keeping violation against them, 
fabrication departments at Con¬ 
vair San Diego’s Plant 1 tumbled 
from the top spot during Decem¬ 
ber. 

The fabrication group had 
won 11 straight good house¬ 
keeping awards in the monthly 
contest with perfect records 
before the violations charged 
against them in December. 

Battle for the top spot con¬ 
tinued strong, however, with six 

Six College-Level 
Courses Opened to 
Convair Supervisors 

Six college-level courses will be 
offered Convair Fort Worth Man¬ 
agement Club members and super¬ 
visors this month as part of a 
newly designed plan. 

The Management Club, in co¬ 
operation with Texas Christian 
University and Convair, offers 
courses in English, first and sec¬ 
ond courses in mathematics, psy¬ 
chology, public speaking and 
human relations. 

Courses are part of a 30-hour 
plan. Upon completion of the 30 
hours, an associate certificate in 
management is awarded. 

A certificate in management is 
awarded upon completion of an 
additional 30 hours. 

Further information is avail¬ 
able from D. F. Anderson in the 
training section, ext. 5245 or 5188, 
col. 73 in the Administration 
Building. 


Frank Fink, chief engineer at 
Convair San Diego, has been 
named general chairman of San 
Diego’s first Science Fair to be 
held April 15 through 19. 

The Science Fair, slated for the 
Institute of the Aeronautical 
Sciences Building, will give young 
San Diegans a chance to show 
their projects. 

San Diego educational, indus¬ 
trial, engineering and scientific 
businesses and groups will spon¬ 
sor the affair. It will be open to 
all senior and junior high school 

Beyrer Reelected as 
SD Recreation Head 

H. A. (Pete) Beyrer of em¬ 
ployee service at San Diego, for 
a number of years a leading fig¬ 
ure in San Diego recreation cir¬ 
cles as well as in CRA, has been 
re-elected president of the San 
Diego Industrial Recreation Coun¬ 
cil. 

He was installed for his second 
term last night at a meeting at 
Town and Country. Beyrer is 
manager of the CRA Clubhouse 
at San Diego and represents CRA 
in Little League, model railroad, 
baseball, swimming, table tennis 
and other activities. 


Certain Insurance 
Expense Deductible 

Convair San Diego employees 
planning to itemize their medical 
deductions on their 1954 income 
tax forms were reminded this 
week that certain group insurance 
premiums are deductible. 

“Schedules showing premiums 
paid by employees are available 
at employee service offices at 
both plants,” J. K. Field, chief of 
employee service at SD, said. 


functions tieing for first. They 
included T-29 primary and major, 
tool manufacturing, Plant 1, plant 


Total good housekeeping violations 
showed a noticeable drop in 1954. 
In 1953 there were 3,790 violations 
charged, while in 1954 3,256 violations 
were recorded. 


engineering, experimental, 340 
major and final, and T-29 final, 
all perfect in December. 

Manufacturing control, Plant 1, 
placed second to the leaders with 
field operations coming in third. 

Average violation per employee 
dropped from .016 in November 
to .012 in December. 



Average Violation 


Per Employee 


Dec. 

Nov. 

T-29 Primary & Major 
Tool Manufacturing, 

.000 

.000 

Plant 1 

.000 

.002 

Plant Engineering 

.000 

.027 

Experimental 

.000 

.008 

340 Major & Final 

.000 

.011 

T-29 Final 

.000 

.000 

Mfg. Control, Plant 1 

.001 

.012 

Field Operations 

.004 

.000 

Fabrication, Plant 2 

.010 

.016 

Electronics 

.014 

.000 

Material 

.015 

.004 

Fabrication, Plant 1 

.025 

.000 

Mfg. Control, Plant 2 

.028 

.006 

F-102 Major & Final 

.031 

.007 

Tool Mfg., Plant 2 
R3Y Major & Final— 

.034 

.022 

F-102 Comp. 

.048 

.149 


Bus to Connect SD 
With Allied Gardens 

A 15-passenger bus began 
operations recently to link Con¬ 
vair San Diego with the Allied 
Gardens and Grantville area. It 
arrives at Convair SD about 6:30 
a.m. and departs around 3:45 p.m. 
Driver is R. N. Hane of Dept. 300 
and those interested in details of 
route may reach him evenings at 
AT 1-3780. 


students in San Diego County. 

Exhibits will consist of scien¬ 
tific equipment, devices, arrange¬ 
ments or collections of a scientific 
nature that students have built 
in their spare time. First prize 
will be an all-expense paid trip 
to the National Science Fair in 
Cleveland this spring. 

“I am glad to have been given 
an opportunity to serve as general 
chairman,” Fink said, “because I 
recognize the need to encourage 
our talented young people to turn 
to scientific and engineering ca¬ 
reers. 

“Industry everywhere is in need 
of such talent and our technical 
schools are not producing fast 
enough. I think our high schools 
are the place to encourage it.” 

W. M. Thomas of Dept. 31 at 
San Diego will serve as chairman 
of the committee for facilities. 
Other Convair SD employees and 
their assignments include: Tracy 
Brooks, program committee; Cy 
Greaves, policy committee; and 
James Wenzel, representative of 
IAS. • 

Famed ’Pickpocket' 

To Speak for Club 

An informative and entertain¬ 
ing program has been planned 
for the Jan. 14 meeting of the 
Convair Pomona Management 
Club, according to Manufacturing 
Engineering, the sponsoring de¬ 
partment. 

The meeting, which will be at 
the Rainbow Gardens, 150 E. 
Monterey, Pomona, will feature 
Arthur Bornstein, the memory ex¬ 
pert, and Dr. Giovanni, the inter¬ 
nationally known “pickpocket.” 
I Social hour will begin at 6 p.m., 
I with dinner starting at 7 p.m. 



B-36 MURALS—Officers at Carswell Air Force Base near Convair Fort Worth 
see B-36s in the evenings as well as during the daytime. Huge photos serve as 


murals in officers club. Maj. Ed Weir at right. One is 109 inches by 29. Two others 
measure 75 by 28. 


New Training Courses at Convair 
Cover Wide Variety of Subjects 

Training courses in wide va- 


Fink Chairmans Science Fair 
For Young Engineers of Future 
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A Wife’s Work 

Quilt Made of Bowling Shirts 
Reminder of Long Keg Career 


Bob Sage of Dept. 25 at Con- 
vair San Diego is sure he re¬ 
ceived one of the most unusual 
—and sentimental—gifts ever 
presented a rabid bowler at 
Christmas time. 

His wife made him a patch- 
work quilt out of all of his old 
bowling shirts, some of which 
date back almost 20 years. 

“Each year at the close of 
the bowling season the wife 
would launder my shirt and put 
it away,” Sage said. “I often 
wondered what she did with 
them. Now I know.” 

Mrs. Sage kept all of the 
shirts locked away through the 
years until she had enough for 
the quilt. She then cut out the 
backs with the team names or 
sponsor's name on them and 
pieced them all together. The 


resulting quilt is a many-color¬ 
ed souvenir of by-gone days. 

“I just wonder when she did 
all of the work on it,” Sage 
said. “It must have been during 
the day while I was working 
because I had no idea of it until 
I opened the package at Christ¬ 
mas.” 

Sage started bowling some 20 
years ago and has been active 
in the sport most of the time 
since. He was a member of 
Convair teams during the war 
years and later owned a bowl¬ 
ing alley in La Mesa before re¬ 
joining Convair SD in 1951. 

He now rolls in the CRA 
Tuesday night league at San 
Diego and is a member of the 
“Orphans” of the 850 League, 
Convair's highest scratch 
league. 



WARM WORK—Student (H. E. Atwood of Dept. 6, Pomona) at left and instructor (Bob Glo- 
wacki, also Dept. 6, Pomona) during a bout. Former, incidentally, is showing excellent form as he 
parries a sabre attack. 





En Garde! 


Play Chess? Swim? Then Probably 
You'll Qualify as a Good Fencer 


MEMORIES—When his wife presented him with this quilt for 
Christmas, Bob Sage of San Diego realized what had happened 
to all his old bowling shirts that mysteriously disappeared over the 
years. She had saved them, with this in mind. 


Convair Barber Shoppers Reverse 
The Clock to Sing the Old Tunes 


For at least four Convair Fort 
Worth men the days of mandolins 
and canoes and close harmony will 
never pass. 

As members of the Cowtown 
Chapter of that famous barber 
shop singing organization known 
as SPEBSQSA they regularly 
sing the old songs (“Goodbye My 
Coney Island Baby,” etc.) and get 
a world of fun out of it. Members 
of the Convair quartet are: 
W. R. Sitton, Dept. 22-1; E. C. 


Wilgus, Dept. 8; M. R. Long, 
Dept. 82-6; and N. R. Busbee, 
formerly of Dept. 24. Long is 
secretary of the local chapter. 

This weekend will find 
SPEBSQSA members, including 
the Convair four, holding forth at 
Will Rogers Auditorium for the 
annual Fort Worth Parade. The 
program will include international 
winners, plus choruses of more 
than 100 voices. Proceeds above 
expenses will go toward the Star 
Telegram Milk and Ice Fund. 


HARMONY—Harmony's a hobby for this quartet from Convair 
Fort Worth. They're barber shop singers. Left to right, N. R. 
Busbee, M. R. Long, Bill Sitton, E. C. Wilgus. 


Fencing may not be the perfect 
sport, but it comes pretty close, 
according to Convair Pomona's 
Bob Glowacki (Dept. 6). 

“It requires a combination of 
the skills used in chess, badmin¬ 
ton, swimming and ballet; it has 
spectator appeal second to none; 
and it teaches more applied psy¬ 
chology than many college courses 
in the subject,” Glowacki said. 

“It requires the fast action and 
changes of pace of badminton; 
and as in swimming, every muscle 
in the body is used,” he continued. 
“Also, many ballet dancers prac¬ 
tice fencing to improve their re¬ 
flexes and timing. And while 
chess may seem a far cry from 
an active sport like fencing, the 
swordsman must plan every move 
in advance, amending his tactics 
as necessary to meet the strategy 
of his opponent.”' 

In the matter of psychology, 
many old-time fencing masters 
have said: “Give me five minutes 
on the fencing strip with a man 
and I'll tell you anything you 
want to know about him.” 

Even with all its requirements, 
fencing is actually not difficult to 
learn, Glowacki said. Many peo 
pie with physical handicaps have 
become proficient. 

Glowacki has been fencing for 
approximately 10 years. He start¬ 
ed while in high school in Cleve¬ 
land, Ohio, became coach of his 
school team, later coached other 
high school and college teams, 
and was active in competition in 
the Northern Ohio Division of 
the Amateur Fencers League of 
America. 

In 1951 he won the Northern 
Ohio Three Weapon Individual 
Divisional Championship—in foil, 
epee and sabre—to climax his 
competitive career. Since moving 
to California the same year he 
hasn't had time for competition. 
However, he currently instructs a 
class at the Pomona YMCA, and 
plans to enter tournaments this 
year. 

(Incidentally, the YMCA class 
meets from 8 to 9:45 p.m. each 
Monday, and anyone interested in 
learning is invited to attend. 
Equipment is available for begin¬ 
ners. Glowacki may be contacted 
at ext. 6136, or LY-22217 eve¬ 
nings, for further information.) 

Competition in fencing is staged 
for three weapons—the foil, epee 
(pronounced a-pay) and sabre. 
Theoretically the foil is a pointed 
sword capable of inflicting punc¬ 
ture wounds only, and a “touch” 
is scored if the point touches any 
part of the target area. This area 
includes the trunk of the body 
from the top of the collar to the 
groin in front, and from the collar 
to a line crossing across the hips 
in back. The fencer who initiates 
the attack has the right of way, 
and his opponent must either 
parry the attack before starting 
an attack of his own, or execute 
a “stop thrust” in time. 

The epee is also a pointed 
weapon, but is heavier and not as 
flexible as the foil. Any portion 


of the body is target area in an 
epee bout, and there is no formal 
offensive or defensive position. 
Action with this weapon is so fast 
that an electrical scoring ma¬ 
chine, wired to the blades, is used. 

The sabre has theoretical cut¬ 
ting edges along the entire front 
and a third of the back, and cuts, 
as well as thrusts, are scored. 
Since the sabre is the traditional 
cavalry weapon, and a horseman 
could only be incapacitated by 
cuts above the waist, touches be¬ 
low the hip bones are not valid. 

Though in former times fencing 
was a somewhat hazardous sport, 
sometimes used in duels to death, 
in modern times it ranks with the 
safest. 

“A fencer may receive minor 
bruises in a hot bout, and he may 


GRRRRR—This situation fre¬ 
quently arises in sabre bouts and 
is the counterpart of in-fighting 
in boxing. 


pick up an occasional scratch. But 
his face is protected by a mask, 
and the possibility of an acci¬ 
dent is remote,” Glowacki said. 
“In fact, I've only heard of two 
serious accidents in the 10 years 
I've been fencing, and that's a 
record few sports can equal.” 


Giant Photo of 'Straight up r XFY-1 
Features Trick SD Xmas Display 


One of the most unusual 
Christinas decorations for a 
Convair plant in many a moon 
made its appearance at San 
Diego last month, featuring a 
20-foot high reproduction of 
the XFY-1. 

It was startlingly real be¬ 
cause the display was based 
on a giant photograph of the 
vertical takeoff Navy fighter 
plane. 

The original idea was that 
of B. F. Coggan, SD manager. 
Several SD departments collab¬ 
orated in putting it into effect, 
including service publications, 
maintenance, the woodshop and 
engineering's photographic la¬ 
boratory. 


Completed, the display over 
the entrance of Building 1 at 
SD showed the XFY-1 ready 
for flight, with a six-foot Santa 
Claus apparently about to as¬ 
cend a rope ladder to the cock¬ 
pit. 

An actual photo of the plane 
was enlarged in seven different 
sections and put together with 
plywood as a base. Artist's 
oil colors were then painted 
over the immense photograph 
and a water repellent applied. 

It remaine d on display 
throughout the holidays and 
early this month was taken 
down and stored for possible 
future use. 


Diego 


TAKEOFF?—Lifelike Christmas “display at Convair San 
featured Santa Claus about to take off on what would be a revo¬ 
lutionary delivery flight. 
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CHRISTMAS CHEER—Convairiety photographer picked up these shots just prior to Christmas, typical of get-togethers throughout Pomona plant, 


Pomona Activities 

(CRA stands for Convair Recreation Association, an organi¬ 
zation to which all Convair employees belong. Financed by 
proceeds from candy and soft drink machines in the plant, the 
association is run by a Council of employees who are commis¬ 
sioners of various activities. The association is run by em¬ 
ployees for the benefit and recreation of employees. All 
Convair people should feel free to join any of the groups such 
as are listed on this page or suggest organization of new 
activities.) 


ARCHERY—Ralph Roby, commissioner, Room 211 A, Bldg. 1, ext. 3127. Meet¬ 
ings temporarily postponed. For details on week-end shooting contact Roby, zone 4. 

BALLROOM DANCING—Gene Adams, cocmissioner, Room A-103, Bldg. 2, ext. 
3178, Zone 25-1. Classes every Tuesday night, 8 p.m. American Legion Hall, Fourth 
and Fiery Streets in LaVerne. 

BASKETBALL—Leon Carver, commissioner, Room 696, Bldg. 4, ext. 5116, 
Zone 6-42. Plant and civic league now in progress. Plant league play each Monday 
and Friday night at 6:30 p.m., Pomona High .School Boys Gym. 

CAMERA CLUB—Herb Keller, commissioner, Room A-265, Bldg. 2, ext. 6233, 
Zone 6-99. Meetings 7:30 p.m. every other Thursday at CRA Clubhouse. 

CHESS CLUB—Harold Wingfield, commissioner, Room A-153, Bldg. 2, ext. 
3250, Zone 8-1. Meetings 7:30 p.m. each Tuesday at CRA Clubhouse. Tournament 
now in progress. 

GOLF—’Paul Kiszeli, commissioner, Room A-227, Bldg. 2, ext. 4274, Zone 22-1. 

MODEL CLUB—Dick Everett, commissioner, Room H-24, Bldg. 4, ext. 6213, 
Zone 31-2. Meetings 7:30 p.m. every second Friday at CRA Clubhouse. 

PINOCHLE—Merle Taylor, commissioner, Room K-210, Bldg. 2, ext. 6278, Zone 
3-8. Club meets 3rd Friday of every month at 7:30 p.m. at CRA Clubhouse. 

RIDING CLUB—I. E. Sprague, commissioner, Employment, Bldg. 1, ext. 3118, 
Zone 3-4. 

ROCKHOUNDS—Jack Williams, commissioner, Room 1450, Bldg. 4, ext. 6149, 
Zone 6-28. Meetings 7:30 p.m. second Monday each month at CRA Clubhouse. 

ROD AND GUN—Bill Nittler, commissioner, Room 440, Bldg. 4, ext. 5152, Zone 
6-48. Pistol Club meets first and third Sundays of the month at State Police 
Pistol Range, Kellogg Hill' at 7 a.m. 

SINGING—Persons interested in forming quartets may contact Tom Moffett, 


ext. 6244. 

SKI CLUB—Cliff Farrington, commissioner. Room A-103, Bldg. 2, ext. 3178, 
Zone 25-1. Meetings 7:30 p.m. second and fourth Wednesdays of the month at 
CRA Clubhouse. 

SOFTBALL—Dick White, commissioner. Room 1400, Bldg. 4, ext. 5230. Jess 
Taylor, assistant commissioner. Room 842, Bldg. 4, ext. 4118-9. 

SPECIAL ACTIVITIES—Bill Seeger, commissioner. Room 1264, Bldg. 4, ext. 
4260-61, Zone 6-12. 

SQUARE DANCING—Chet Wheeless, commissioner, Room B-14, Bldg. 4, ext. 
4145, Zone 6-42. Regular dance each second and fourth Fridays of the month at 
American Legion Hall, San Dimas. Beginners class every Friday at American 
Legion Hall, La Verne. 

TABLE TENNIS—Merle Taylor, commissioner, Room K-210, Bldg. 2, ext. 
6278-79, Zone 3-8. 

TENNIS—Jerry Lafave, commissioner, Room G-4, Bldg. 4, ext. 4243, Zone 
31-3. Open pla’y each Sunday morning at 10 a.m., Pomona College Courts. 



PAYOFF—For his idea that merited a $320 Suggestion Award 
at Pomona, A. T. Pizzuto of Dept. 63 receives check in part pay¬ 
ment from C. F. Horne, Convair Pomona manager. At left is A. W. 
Hotchkiss, general foreman over Depts. 62, 63, 67. 


Pdttcna KletcA in Briejf 


Prosram Sisned 
For Circus-Picnic 

Convair Pomona’s second an¬ 
nual CRA Circus-Picnic is tenta¬ 
tively planned for Saturday, June 
18, H. S. Naish, employee service 
supervisor, announced this week. 

“Although the date has not yet 
been firmed up, we have signed a 
contract with the Hollywood The¬ 
atrical Agency for an outstanding 
program,” Naish said. 

“There will be the usual kiddie 
rides, including real live ponies, 
and our ‘circus’ program will 
headline Kayletta, who is billed 
as America’s most sensational 
girl high aerial thriller.” 


A more convenient sales coun¬ 
ter has been installed in the Em¬ 
ployees’ Tool Store at Convair 
Pomona, H. S. Naish, employee 
service supervisor, announced last 
week. 

“Employees may now actually 
come inside the store, rather than 
having to make their purchases 
through the window opening onto 
the shop,” Naish said. “This not 
only allows more employees to 
make use of the store’s facilities 
at one time, but it also allows 
them a closer look at the mer¬ 
chandise.” 

The store, which is operated for 

Suggestion Award 
Of $320 Recorded 

A $320 Suggestion Award, lar¬ 
gest on record at Convair Po¬ 
mona since the program was put 
into effect last May, was recorded 
recently for A. T. Pizzuto of 
Dept. 63. 

Pizzuto’s idea involved an im¬ 
proved method of processing 
etched circuit boards. 

He received a check for half the 
amount at once and will receive 
the balance in six months if his 
suggestion is still in effect at 
that time and savings have been 
as great as anticipated. If sav¬ 
ings have been more, award will 
be increased accordingly. 


Christmas eve was the date of 
the engagement of two Convair 
Pomona employees, Evelyn Clif¬ 
ford and Richard Tims. Evelyn 
is in Dept 6 and Dick in Dept. 
27. The wedding is planned for 
May. 

* * * 

Married recently were Mitchell 
Leprich, Dept. 27, and the former 
Pat Kolfak of Pomona. They 
were married at St. Paul’s Luth¬ 
eran Church in Pomona, and 
spent a week touring Yosemite 
and Sequoia National Parks. 

* * * 

Another Convair marriage in 
May will be that of Sue Peyton, 
Publications, and Bill Montgom- 


the convenience of employees by 
Pomona Motor Parts, is located at 
Col. K-22, Bldg. 2. Store hours 
are from 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays 
and Fridays, and from 9:30 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. on Wednesdays for 
the convenience of second shift 
employees. 

Tools may be purchased either 
for cash or through the payroll 
deduction plan, but in the latter 
case a “Tool Purchase Permit,” 
signed by the employee’s super¬ 
visor, must be presented at the 
time of purchase, Naish said. 


ery. The couple announced their 
engagement Dec. 8. 

* * * 

Spending the holidays with 
their families in other states 
were two members of the staff 
of the Navy Guided Missile 
School. Lt. Henry Davies, Jr. 
and his wife and son traveled to 
Texas for Christmas. Lt. Dick 
Kint flew to Bremerton, Wash., 
for the holidays with his family. 
* * * 

Jan. 13 is the date of the 
marriage of Jo Ann Densley, 
Dept. 6, Publications, and George 
Anderson, who was formerly 
stationed at the Naval Guided 
Missile School, Pomona. The 
couple will be married in Utah. 
* * * 

Scheduled for Jan. 22 is the 
wedding of Mary Lawietzen, 
Planning and Estimating, and 
Dick Ferris, Dept. 6, Group 592. 
The couple will be married at St. 
Joseph’s Catholic Church in Po¬ 
mona and will reside at Sunny 
Oaks Ranch in Live Oak Canyon, 
La Verne. 

* * * 

Attending the New Year’s Rose 
Bowl game were several from 
Convair Pomona. Among them 
were Mr. and Mrs. Var Saunders, 
Dept. 3; Dan Reid, Dept. 3; Mr. 
and Mrs. T. D. Brown, Dept. 8; 
Mr. and Mrs. R. H. Stevens, Dept. 
10; Mr. and Mrs. Dale Connor, 
Dept. 23; and Fred Fuller, Dept. 
14. 



IMPROVED—Employee Tool Store at Pomona has been improved 
with new entrance and counter, making selection of tools easier. 
Left to right, E. A. McGuire, Paul Abderhalden, Dept. 25, Eddie 
Witte, tool store, Doug Sherrill, Dept. 51. 


Tool Store Gets Sales Counter 
For Better Service to Customers 
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CRA Basketball Season 
Started With 15 Teams 


Bouncing basketballs resounded 
throughout San Diego last week 
as no less than 14 basketball 
teams moved into action under 
sponsorship of CRA at Convair 
SD while a 15th team (girls) 
awaited its call to action. 

Twelve of the teams are com¬ 
peting in two plant leagues, three 
are wearing CRA colors in outside 
competition. 

The plant league is broken into 
two sections, one playing on Tues¬ 
day nights and the other on Fri¬ 
days. All games are played at 
Municipal Gymnasium. The sea¬ 
son will be divided in halves with 
the winner of each half playing 
for the section championship. 
Playoffs between the two sections 


First Perfect Round 
Of Skeet Wins a Ham 

Warner Gatterman, veteran 
CRA Gun Club member at Con¬ 
vair SD, started the new year off 
Jan. 2 by shooting his first per¬ 
fect round of skeet. His efforts 
won him a fat ham in the special 
“ham shoot” event. 

Dar Knadle and Marvin Goodall 
placed second with 23 birds each. 

Clark Kerr, Joe Williamson and 
Vince Cernuto tied for first in the 
trap event with Kerr winning the 
shoot-off and the ham. He broke 
23 birds. 

William Betteridge and Bill 
Summers won hams in the rifle 
event, Betteridge copping the 
scope sight section with a score 
of 99-12V and Summers scoring 
an 81-2V in the iron sights sec¬ 
tion. Joe Williamson and Bill 
Isbell took second positions. 


will determine the plant cham¬ 
pion. 

For the first time in several 
years CRA is represented in the 
highest league in the city. Teams 
were placed in Teagues after the 
completion of a pre-season tour¬ 
nament in which the Convair team 
finished third. The Convair 
Eagles, another men’s team in 
outside competition, will compete 
in the Industrial League. 

Meanwhile, CRA's girls team 
is preparing for action in the 
Girls Industrial League. 

The Convair Eagles fared well 
in their opening encounter, beat¬ 
ing Ryan by a score of 47-26. 

The Convair club in the top 
City League won an impressive 
48-29 victory over Gray's Real 
Estate and then dropped a 58-45 
game to the Pacific Beach Mer¬ 
chants. 

Parts Sales of the Tuesday 
section of the plant league edged 
by Dynamics by a 39-38 count, 
Tooling topped Planning by 40-16, 
and Final Assembly polished off 
Wing Section by a close 37-35. 

The Friday section played its 
opening games Jan. 7. 


CALL IT—Cage season opened at SD last week and scene above at opening game of Tuesday 
plant league was typical of all. Referee Bob Carr tosses coin with Referee Artie Shingleton looking 
on. Players from left to right are S. V. Starr, Jim Leu, Andy Segal, N. M. Werner, Bob Farrar, 
Nick Ferguson, R. E. Leddon and Dick Martin of Dynamics team, R. C. Young, L. G. Foster, J. W. 
Swinson, R. J. Williams, R. F. Campbell, T. O. McMaster, J. L. Rolston, S. J. Harris and F. J. Kennie 
of Parts Sales team. Parts Sales won g.ame, 39-38. 


PLANT 

HOOP SCHEDULE 

Date 

Time 

Tuesday 

Teams 

Jan.18 

6:50 

Dynamics vs. Planning 

Jan. 18 

7:55 

Parts Sales vs. 

Jan. 18 

9:00 

Wing Section 

Tooling vs. 

Jan. 25 

6:50 

Final Assembly 

Pails Sales vs. 

Jan. 25 

7:55 

Final Assembly 

Planning vs. 

Jan. 25 

9 :00 

Wing Section 

Tooling vs. Dynamics 

Jan.14 

6:50 

Friday 

Fuselage vs. Mfg. Control 

Jan. 14 

7:55 

Apprentices vs. Loft 

Jan.14 

9:00 

Service Publications vs. 

Jan. 21 

6:50 

340 Wing 

340 Wing vs. 

Jan. 21 

7:55 

Mfg. Control 

Serv. Pub. vs. Appr. 

Jan. 21 

9:00 

Loft vs. Fuselage 


Amateur Boat Builders Get Last Call as 
CRA Prepares to Close Up SD Operations 


CRA Fishing Club at San 
Diego will close the doors on its 
boat building shop Jan. 21 unless 
additional “do it yourself” build¬ 
ers join the program. 

“Those who signed up have 
completed their boats,” said Dale 
Cromartie, chairman of the ac¬ 
tivity. “We will continue the ac¬ 
tivity only if additional people are 
interested.” 

Some 124 Fiberglas boats of 
the 16-foot class have been com¬ 
pleted since the activity started 
a year ago. Builders paid only 
for the actual cost of materials 
(about $200) and helped one an¬ 
other on the building of the hulls. 

“Those who might want to 
build their own boats during the 
winter season must notify us by 
Jan. 21,” Cromartie said. “They 
can use the available equipment 
and have their friends help them. 
We can still get the necessary 


materials at a savings. 

“However, once the program 
is discontinued it will cost more 
per boat to get it started again.” 

Those interested may contact 
Cromartie at ext. 435 or 468, 
Plant 1, or Gil Friel at ext. 541, 
Plant 2. 


Pinochle Players 
Meet Friday Week 

Next meeting of the Convair 
Pomona CRA Pinochle Club has 
been planned for 7:30 p.m. Fri¬ 
day, Jan. 21, Merle F. Taylor, 
commissioner, announced. The 
meeting will be held in the CRA 
Clubhouse. 

“We plan to discuss possible 
dates for our next tournament, 
and we urge all employees and 
members of their families who en¬ 
joy pinochle to attend,” Taylor 
said. The club meets the third 
Friday in each month. 


Weekend Ski 
Trips Ahead 

Convair Pomona Ski Club week¬ 
end outings are being planned, 
now that snow has finally made 
its appearance in the mountain 
areas near Pomona, Cliff Farring¬ 
ton, commissioner, reported. 

Several members of the CRA 
club spent the Jan. 8 and 9 week¬ 
end at Manning's Lodge at Big 
Bear. More weekend outings are 
planned for the remainder of 
January and all of February. 
Anyone wishing to join the group 
may call Chuck Rue, ext. 6176, or 
Cecile Desforge, ext. 4215 and 
make reservations. The cost is $2 
per person per night. 

Tonight's meeting will be at 
the CRA Clubhouse at 7:30 p.m. 

“Anyone interested in skiing or 
learning to ski is invited to at¬ 
tend,” Farrington said. 


Pomona Bowling 


“800” LEAGUE 

WON 

LOST 

Crossfires 

32% 

18% 

Experimental 

31% 

19% 

Mivpm’s 

28% 

22% 

Mixmasters 

29 

22 

Topplers 

26% 

24% 

Balls of Fire 

26 

25 

All Stars 

19 

32 

Tea Tottlers 
“575” LEAGUE 

11 

40 

Ringers 

44% 

23% 

Late Starters 

37 

31 

Optomists 

35% 

32% 

Hits and Misses 

30% 

37% 

Hots and Tots 

30% 

37% 

Unpredictables 

26 

42 

“550” LEAGUE 
Dynamics 

38 

30 

Four Aces 

Rockets 

37% 

35 

30% 

33 

Microliners 

34% 

33% 

No Alibis 

31 

38 

Squares 

28 

40 

“500” LEAGUE 
Woodpeckers 

39 

25 

Fearless 4 

38% 

25% 

Fatal Four 

33% 

30% 

Bottle Babies 

31 

33 

Rebels 

30% 

23% 

Four Blows 

30 

34 

Frantic Four 

29 

35 

Buzz Bombers 

24% 

39% 

SWING SHIFT 

Four Sparks 

19 

5 

Livewires 

14 

10 

Night Owls 

12 

12 

Alley Cats 

10 

14 

Four Roses 

10 

14 

Nightcappers 

9 

15 


CRA Activities at SD 

(CRA stands for Convair Recreation Association, an organi¬ 
zation to which all Convair employees belong. Financed by 
proceeds from candy and soft drink machines in the plant, the 
association is run by a Council of employees who are commis¬ 
sioners of various activities. The association is run by em¬ 
ployees for the benefit and recreation of employees. All 
Convair people should feel free to join any of the groups such 
as are listed on this page or suggest organization of new 
activities.) 


AEROMODELERS—Jim Saftig, commissioner, ext. 411, Plant 2. 

ARCHERY—Harry Bing, commissioner, ext. 513, Plant 1. Club meete third 
Thursday each month, 7 p.m., CRA Clubhouse. Workshop in clubhouse open 
second, third and fourth Thursdays, 7 to 9:30 p.m. 

BADMINTON—Fred Minter, commissioner, ext. 1135 or 353, Plant 1. League 
pla'y Wednesdays, 7:30 p.m., Federal Bldg., Balboa Park. Open play for Convair 
employees and their families each day. 

BALLROOM DANCING—Ellen Andreasen, commissioner, ext. 283, Plant 1. 
Silverado Ballroom, University and Euclid. Mondays: 7 to 9 p.m., high school 
teen-agers; 9 to 10:30, adults (Fox Trot, Waltz). Tuesdays, 7:30 to 8:30 p.m., 
adults (advanced Fox Trot and Latin) ; 8:30 to 9:30, adults (beginning Fox Trot 
and Latin). Wednesdays: 7:30 to 8:30 p.m., adults (intermediate Fox Trot and 
Latin); 8:30 to 9:30, adults (advanced Latin). Thursdays: 7 to 9 p.m., junior 
high teen-agers; 9 to 10:30, adults (Samba, Tango, Rhumba, Mambo). Juvenile 
classes: Saturday mornings, tap, acrobatic and ballet. For information or reser¬ 
vations contact Mrs. McGrath at AT 2-0975 or Martha Woodberry, ext. 1245, 
Plant 1. 

BASEBALL—Pete Beyrer, commisioner, ext. 1245, Plant 1. 

BASKETBALL—Gil Crosthwaite, commissioner, ext. 273 or 1796, Plant 1. 

BOWLING—Mike Brooks, ext. 583 or 411, Plant 2 ; Jim Hayman, ext. 273 or 
1670, Plant 1, commissioners. 

CAMERA CLUB—C. E. Schultz, commissioner, ext. 423, Plant 2 (nights). 
Darkroom open each Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, 7 to 9:30 p.m. 
for club members only. Regular meetings second and fourth Mondays each month, 
Photo Arts Bldg., Balboa Park. 

CHESS CLUB—A. E. Munson, commissioner, ext. 1536, Plant 1. Club meets 
each Wednesday, 7:30 p.m., CRA Clubhouse. 

CHORAL CLUB—W. A. Vogel, director, ext. 1501, Plant 1. Rehearsals each 
Monday, 7:30 p.m., CRA Clubhouse. 

COIN CLUB—Jerry Schultz, commissioner, ext. 1245, Plant 1. Club meets 
first Tuesday of each month, 7:30 p.m., Dartlee Hall, 3680 Sixth Ave. 

FISHING—R. D. Marks, commissioner, ext. 200, Plant 1. Club meets second 
Monday of each month, 7:30 p.m.. Conference Bldg., Balboa Park. 

GARDEN CLUB—E. L. Zimmerman, commissioner, ext. 258, Plant 1. Regular 
meetings second Wednesday of each month, 7:30 p.m., Floral Association Bldg., 
Balboa Park. 

GOLF—Russ Osgood, commissioner, ext. 1635, Plant 1. 

GUN CLUB—Jerry Schultz, ext. 1245 ; Gene Horstman, ext. 744, commissioners, 
Plant 1. Club meets second Tuesday of each month, 7:30 p.m., Natural History 
Museum, Balboa Park. Regular shooots first Sunday of each month, Valley Gun 
Club, Gillespie Field, El Cajon. 

HORSESHOES—W. C. Gilchrist, ext. 788; Kurt Klein, ext. 1710, Plant 1, 
commissioners. 

ICE SKATING—Bud Davies, commissioner, ext. 1501, sta. 53, Plant 1. 

LITTLE LEAGUE—Pete Beyrer, commissioner, ext. 1245, Plant 1. 

MODEL RAILROAD—'Pete Beyrer, commissioner, ext. 1245, Plant 1. 

MOVIES—Free shows for Convair employees and their families each Friday 
at 7 p.m., in CRA Clubhouse. 

PISTOL CLUB—Ash Bishop, commissioner, ext. 1413, Plant 1. Club meets 
second Sunday of each month 9 a.m., San Diego Police Range. Convair em¬ 
ployees invited to join San Diego Police Revolver shoot fourth Sunday . of each 
month. 

RADIO CLUB—J. B. Baker, commissioner, ext. 791 or 1080, Plant 1. Regular 
meeting tomorrow (Jan. 13) 8 p.m., Radio Club headquarters. Harbor Drive. 

RIDING CLUB—Marc Beresford, commissioner, ext. 295, Plant 2. Class 
schedule: Mondays, adults 7:30 p.m.; Fridays, mixed (teen-age and adults) 7:30 
p.m. ; Saturdays, beginners 9 a.m. ; intermediate 12 noon ; advanced 1 p.m., at 
Palomar Stables, Friars Road, Mission Valley. Moonlight and breakfast rides 
monthly. For reservations call Palomar Stables, CY 6-9658. 

ROCKHOUNDS—Jack Benedict, ext. 395, Plant 2; Dan Whorton, ext. 426, 
Plant 1, commissioners. Classes Mondays and Wednesdays, 7 to 9 p.m. Club meets 
second Thursday of each month, 8 p.m., Natural History Museum, Balboa Park. 

SKIN DIVING—Bob Hutson, commissioner, ext. 321, Plant 2. Club meets 
fourth Tuesday of each month, 7 :30 p.m., CRA Clubhouse. 

SNOW SKI—Joe Harris, commissioner, AT 4-0278 evenings. Club meets first 
and third Tuesday of each month, 8 p.m., CRA Clubhouse. 

SOFTBALL—Tony Berardini, ext. 310; Gil Crosthwaite, ext. 273, Plant 1, 
commissioners. 

SPECIAL EVENTS AND COMMISSIONERS-AT-LARGE—Eddie Robinson, ext. 
296; Virginia Forbes, ext. 411; Paul Pearson, ext. 346; R. B. Carter, ext. 235, 
all at Plant 2. 

SPORTS CAR CLUB—Jerry Schultz, commissioner, ext. 1245, Plant 1. Mort 
Rosenbaum, president, ext. 1381, Plant 1. Club meets first and third Wednesdays 
each month, 7:30 p.m., Natural History Museum, Balboa Park. 

SQUARE DANCING—Larry Roth, ext. 395, Plant 2 ; M. A. Stutz, ext. 259 or 
656, Plant 1, commissioners. Intermediates, Tuesdays; advanced, Thursdays, 8 
p.m., American Legion Hall, 4061 Fairmount Ave. 

STAMP CLUB—Jack Benedict, commissioner, ext. 395, Plant 2. Club meets 

first and third Thursdays each month, Room 10, Conference Bldg., Balboa Park. 
SWIMMING—Discontinued until February. 

TABLE TENNIS—Pete Beyrer, commissioner, ext. 1245, Plant 1. Open play 
daily at CRA Clubhouse, Mondays through Fridays. 

TENNIS—Dick Collier, commissioner, ext. 1621, Plant 1. 

WATER SKI—Joe Harris, commissioner, AT 4-0278 evenings. 

WOMEN’S ACTIVITIES—Martha Woodberry, ext. 1245 ; Grayce Fath, ext. 1071, 
Plant 1, commissioners. Ladies Night first Tuesday of each month, 8 p.m., House 
of Hospitality, Balboa Park. All Convair women welcome. 


I forte Calendar 


RACE CARS—There were some 37 entries when members of AVA-Toros model club at Pomona 
raced air cars Jan. 2 on parking lot at plant. Left above is Everett Beckley, junior member, with 
his "man from Mars" car that lost wheels during practice run and couldn't compete. Center shows 
Wayne Kay using inertia starter to wind up small diesel. At right is Jim Mazur, son of Frank Mazur 
of Dept. 6, with meet's most unusual entry. It was a shrouded prop affair, constructed from a 
coffee can! 


Free CRA movies each Friday at 7 p.m., in CRA Clubhouse at 
San Diegp, for Convair employees and their families. 

Friday, Jan. 14: BLACKBEARD THE PIRATE 
(color) with William Bendix and Linda Darnell. 

Friday, Jan. 21: VALLEY OF THE SUN, with James 
Craig and Lucille Ball. 

Plus selected cartoons. 
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THE TERRIER—Official U. S. Navy photographs above are among first released 
of this new weapon which Convair produces at Pomona. They show missile aboard 


USS Mississippi during Atlantic Fleet exercise last fall. Terrier took part in air 
defense phase. It is designed to intercept aircraft at long range and high altitudes. 


AF Training Chance Seen 
For Convair SD Veterans 


An opportunity for training—with pay—was offered 
this month to Convair San Diego veterans and others who 


can qualify as students in a 
Specialist Training Center. 

The center, which will be lo¬ 
cated at Fort Rosecrans on Pt. 
Loma, is designed to train tech¬ 
nical and management specialists 
of the Air Force Reserve. 

First classes are expected to 
start in March and lists of stu¬ 
dents are being made out now. 

Such courses as these will be 
offered: flight operations, com¬ 
munications and electronics, air¬ 
craft engineering and mainte¬ 
nance, aircraft supply, adminis¬ 
tration, personnel, and basic in¬ 
struction for aircraft mechanics 
(equivalent to an A. and E. 
course, qualifying for license), 
radio operator, cryptographic 
operator and administrative 
supervisor. 

Because many of the subjects 
include classified military infor¬ 
mation, and the training aids and 
laboratory equipment are under 
security protection, training is 
available at the center which 
cannot be obtained at civilian 
schools. 

To be eligible, students first 
join the Air Force Reserve. Vet¬ 
erans of the Army, Navy, Coast 
Guard or Air Force can expect 
to be accepted in their previous 
rank or rating. Students, also, 
should have had service and civil¬ 
ian experience in the field of 
study they choose. 

There are no fees for the train¬ 
ing, of course, and students re¬ 
ceive one day of military pay 
consistent with their rank for 
each two hours of instruction. 
There will be two class periods a 
month. 

Effort is being directed toward 
arranging class hours to accom¬ 
modate students whether they 


I 


newly established Air Force 

work days or nights. 

Additional information may 
be obtained from L. M. Shuste- 
rich of Dept. 506, Plant 2, ext. 
284, 285, 286. Mail will reach 
him at Plant 2, Building 2 
engineering liaison office. 

Shusterich, an Air Force Re¬ 
serve first lieutenant, said: 

“Convair has many hundreds of 
veterans, many of whom served 
expertly as aircraft technicians in 
the military. This is a real op¬ 
portunity for them to fit them¬ 
selves for advancement in their 
civilian occupations and at the 
same time to benefit from mili¬ 
tary pay, points toward promo¬ 
tion and military retirement pay.” 

Pomona Contributes 
353 Pints of Blood 

Convair Pomona employees con¬ 
tributed 353 pints of blood when 
the bloodmobile visited the plant 
last week, H. S. Naish, employee 
service supervisor, reported. 

“Convair employees and mem¬ 
bers of their families who in 
times of illness require blood may 
draw against this Convair credit 
with the Blood Bank by paying 
only a service charge of $7.50 a 
pint,” Naish reminded. 

“To take advantage of this 
service they have only to contact 
employee service, where all ar¬ 
rangements will be made.” 

Since the first visit of the 
bloodmobile to the Pomona plant 
18 months ago employees have 
contributed a total of 2,093 pints 
of blood. Many employees and 
their family members have drawn 
against this credit, one employee 
requiring a total of 25 pints. 




PRELIMINARIES—Several Convair SD men interested in new 
Air Force Specialist Training Center at San Diego look over photos 
of training aids. Left to right: Robert Young and L. M. Shusterich 
of Dept. 506, T. W. Petitt of Dept. 522, and James Smith of 
Dept. 524. 


Bloodmobile Visit 
At SD to Be Jan. 25 

All Convair employees work¬ 
ing in Building 19 at San Diego 
and certain sections of engin¬ 
eering will have an opportunity 
to give blood Jan. 25 when the 
San Diego Blood Bank bloodmo¬ 
bile visits the plant from 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. 

“All blood donated at this 
time will be credited to Con- 
vair’s total now in reserve at 
the Blood Bank,” said Frank 
Pickard of employee service. 
“This blood is available at all 
times to employees and their 
families, on call.” 


W-2 Forms For 
Income Returns 
Available Soon 

Withholding statements (Form 
W-2) will b6 in the mail to all 
Convair employees before the end 
of January, in plenty of time for 
use in filing federal income tax 
returns before the April 15 dead¬ 
line (a month later than the dead¬ 
line of past years). 

However, those who worked for 
Convair both before and after 
the merger into General Dynam¬ 
ics Corporation (April 30, 1954) 
will receive copies of two W-2 
forms. One will cover income up 
to April 30 and the other will 
cover income during the balance 
of the year. Both should be filed 
with fiscal income tax returns. 

Those who expect refunds were 
particularly cautioned not to file 
returns without attaching W-2 
forms, as failure will delay the 
refund. 

At a later date, but still well 
in advance of the April deadline, 
those Convair employees who re¬ 
ceived per diem allowances dur¬ 
ing 1954 will receive copies of 
Form 1099, which Convair is re¬ 
quired to submit to the govern¬ 
ment covering these allowances. 
Those who received per diem 
were advised to wait for this 
form before filing, so as to have 
exact figures. 

A few Convair employees may 
find it necessary to file amended 
Declarations of Estimated In¬ 
come Tax, Form 1040-ES, by Jan. 
17. Instead of the amended Form 
1040-ES, a final return may be 
filed by Jan. 17, but a notation 
should be made that the W-2 will 
be forwarded when available. This 
procedure, is not recommended 
because of the possibility of con¬ 
fusion. 


Convair Men Named 
To Civic Offices 

Two executives at Convair Fort 
Worth were named to civic offices 
last month. 

Marion L. Hicks, assistant FW 
manager, was named a life mem¬ 
ber of the Fort Worth Chapter of 
the Texas Manufacturing Assn. 

Fred Chambers, manager of in¬ 
dustrial relations and security, 
was named industrial relations 
chairman for the chapter. 


Conversion Job Creates 


Triple Threat' Scooters 


Necessity again proved to be the mother of invention 
recently at Convair Fort W orth—thanks to plant engi- 
neering.. 


When the time came for retire¬ 
ment of worn-out scooters, the 
point was raised that replace¬ 
ments really should have greater 
carrying capacity. But these 
proved to be mighty expensive. 

So Convair decided that a less 
expensive type could be modified 
at low cost. And the plan worked. 

That’s why new three-seaters 
can be seen all over the plant and 
reservation. All in all there are 
42 scooters. To date, 37 have been 
converted. 

The first one of this type was 
made up for the fire department. 
That was several years ago. 
Since then it’s been painted bright 
red. The others are silver and 
blue. 

The original scooters came with 


cargo boxes on the front end. 
This was removed and comfort¬ 
able seats built in. 

The important part about the 
scooters is the big money saving. 
Convair modified them at a much 
lower cost than a similar model 
from a dealer would have cost. 
Plans are drawn up and the work 
done by plant engineering depart¬ 
ment crews. 

The scooter has a five horse¬ 
power engine with two forward 
gears and one reverse gear. 

And, if the need arises, the 
30 by 30 cargo boxes can be put 
back on. 

“We’re quite pleased with our 
new scooters,” said Sam Keith, 
chief of traffic. “They provide 
more transportation for more peo¬ 
ple at less cost.” 



SOMETHING NEW—These new three-seater scooters are prov¬ 
ing their merit at Convair Fort Worth. They were adapted by plant 
engineering. Here R. D. Timms checks specifications with B. R. 
Main and Jack Shaver, all of traffic. 


Applications Ready For 
SD Scholarship Awards 


Application blanks for the an¬ 
nual Convair San Diego Manage¬ 
ment Club scholarship contest are 
now available to students through¬ 
out the San Diego area, Wayne 
Zook, contest committee chair¬ 
man, reported this week. 

High school principals in this 
area have been supplied with ap¬ 
plications. At Convair SD they 
are available through all depart¬ 
ment clerks or at employee serv¬ 
ice offices at both plants, Zook 
said. Awards are $1,000 for first, 
$500 second and $250 third. 

Sons or daughters of Convair 
SD employees who will graduate 
from high school at mid-term or 
at the end of the school year are 
eligible to compete. 

Applications should be submit¬ 
ted through high school princi¬ 
pals. They must be forwarded by 
the schools no later than Feb. 15. 


The first-place winner will also 
be eligible to compete for the 
Rational Association of Foremen 
Zone A award of $500. 





“Tattletale.” 
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Tickets Offered 
For Half Price 
To Convair Folk 

For only 50 cents, Convair em¬ 
ployees at Fort Worth will have 
a chance next month to hear a 
concert played by a talented 
Korean youngster who one day 
likely will be nationally famous. 

He’s Han Tong II. He’s 13 
years old—and his “foster par¬ 
ents” are the entire Air Force. 

Most musicians first study, 
then start giving concerts. But 
Han Tong (called Tony) is going 
at it the other way around. The 
Korean child prodigy will give 
the concerts to make money 
which will help him continue his 
education. 

Lt. Gen. S. E. Anderson met 
Tony when he was in Korea last 
year and brought him through 
Fort Worth when they returned 
to this country. 

Since then, General Anderson 
wrote Manager August C. Esen- 
wein, the entire Air Force has 
“adopted” Tony. Men of the Fifth 
Air Force alone have donated 
more than $4,300 toward his 
training at the famed Juilliard 
School of Music in New York 
City. 

In support of the concert, Con¬ 
vair is buying 1,000 tickets at $1 
each. 



CHECK—Capt. A. E. Bearden, Convair Fort Worth industrial 
security, checks speed of auto on Grant's Lane with radar speed 
meter. Meters will be used at intervals to test speed of Convair 
motorists. 


Middleton Grasps Reins 
Of FW Management Club 



The most successful managers are those who do the 
right thing naturally, is the opinion of Dr. Ralph W. 
Ogan, industrial psychologist of Kansas City, Mo. 


But they’ll be sold to employees 
for only 50 cents. Department 
heads will handle sales. 

The concert will be March 6 in 
Will Rogers auditorium. The 
program will include the Mozart 
Coronation Concerto, in which 
Tony will be supported by James 
Mathis. 

FW's Lankford Now 
County Fire Marshal 

Mason Lankford took over 
duties in January as Tarrant 
County fire marshal in addition 
to his work in Convair Fort 
Worth’s process control depart¬ 
ment. 

Appointed by the Tarrant 
County commissioners court, 
Lankford’s work will be to co¬ 
ordinate some 25 volunteer fire 
departments in rural areas, and 
to investigate fires in rural 
areas. 

Lankford has been active in 
firefighting since 1939. In 1949 
he organized the Tarrant County 
Volunteer Fire Fighters Associa¬ 
tion. He was elected president 
then—and he still is. 


Dr. Ogan spoke at the January 
meeting of the Convair Fort 
Worth Management Club. The 
dinner meeting was held at the 
Lake Worth Casino. Another 
principal feature of the program 
was installation of 1955 officers. 

The speaker, in analyzing the 
qualities which go to make up 
the most successful managers, 
said his years of study convince 
him that one of the most im¬ 
portant is proper motivation. 

“Most of these men,” he said, 
“are able to do the right thing 
because they naturally want to 
do the right thing. And it isn’t 
because they think they ought to 
do this, that or the other.” 

Other qualities he stressed as 
important were consistency and 
the habit of making reasonably 
prompt decisions. 

“For his business—and his ca¬ 
reer—to avoid stormy ups and 
downs,” said Dr. Ogan, “the most 
successful manager is consistent. 
He can’t blow hot one day, cold 
the next, and expect to keep 
things going smoothly. He must 


be consistent.” 

The successful manager, fur¬ 
ther, develops the habit of mak¬ 
ing reasonably prompt decisions. 

“When he faces a problem—or 
a question—he makes a reason¬ 
able effort to obtain all the per¬ 
tinent facts. Then he acts. He 
doesn’t sit around stewing in his 
own juice worrying about what 
to do. He knows that he’ll make 
the right decision in a majority 
of cases. And he doesn’t worry 
about the few decisions that may 
be wrong.” 

In the installation ceremony, 
Jack Brittain first expressed his 
thanks to members for their co- 
(Continued on Page 2) 

CLUB MEMBERSHIP 
AT 1,960 MARK 

Membership in the Convair 
Fort Worth Management Club 
reached 1,960 total last week at 
the end of the drive. Last year’s 
enrollment was 1,870. 

W. R. Dudley, chairman of the 
membership committee, reported 
the total on Feb. 1. More than 
1,800 salaried' employees signed 
up for the club in the first week. 

Nineteen departments boasted 
100 per cent participation. 

Salaried employees who still 
wish to sign up for membership 
in the club, may still do so. The 
$12 dues must be paid when they 
sign up. 

Dudley expressed his thanks to 
department clerks for help in the 
drive. 

★ ★ ★ 

Communism Subject 
For Next Club Talk 


CHANGING HANDS—The Convair Fort Worth Management 
Club gavel changed hands Jan. 26 as S. J. Middleton, right, was 
installed as new president. Jack Brittain, left, presents gavel. 


The ever-present threat of 
communism will be the topic at 
the February meeting of the Con¬ 
vair Fort Worth Management 
Club. 

At the meeting Feb. 23 at the 
Casino, Dr. Fred Schwarz, from 
Sydney, Australia, will speak. 

Dr. Schwarz is a scientist, 
mathematician, psychiatrist and 
(Continued on Page 2) 


Radar Speed Checks 
Introduced to Spot 
Fast Drivers at FW 

A system of spot checks by radar to discourage speed¬ 
ers was introduced recently at Convair Fort Worth. 

The radar device will be used within plant areas and 
principally along Grant’s Lane. 


“The speed limit on Grant’s 
Lane is 35 miles an hour,” I. B. 
Hale, chief of industrial secur¬ 
ity, reminded Convair motor¬ 
ists. 

“On occasion, some drivers 
are tempted to go faster. We 
hope to discourage them.” 

Although the radar system will 
not be in effect round-the-clock, 
it will be in action at various 
key times and motorists will have 
no way of knowing whether they 
are under radar observation or 
not, making it advisable to ob¬ 
serve the speed limit at all times. 

The radar equipment is housed 
in an oblong box, mounted on a 
pickup truck and operated by a 
Convair guard. It can be aimed 
at a specific lane of traffic and 
when a car passes through its 
beam the speed is registered 
automatically on a dial. Speeders 
can be flagged down, or their 
license numbers taken. 

According to Hale, violators 
will be reported and given 
notices. Repeaters may face 
sterner measures. 

“It is a lot easier—and safer— 
to observe the speed limit,” Hale 
pointed out. “Then there is noth¬ 
ing to worry about.” 

IAS Men Meeting at 
Convair FW to Hear 
About Flutter Tests 

P. T. Mahaffey, Convair Fort 
Worth group engineer, will speak 
at a meeting of the Texas Sec¬ 
tion of the Institute of Aeronau¬ 
tical Sciences tonight. 

Mahaffey will speak on flutter 
model testing and show slides 
and colored movies of recent 
rocket powered sled tests at Holl¬ 
oman Air Development Center. 

The meeting will be held at 
8 p.m. Feb. 9 in conference room 
18—the main conference room 
in the Administration Building 
at Convair. 

Since the movies and talk are 
classified as confidential, security 
cards must be presented at the 
door. 

All Convair members of IAS 
are urged to attend. 


13 Convair Men 
Named by NACA 
On Committees 

Appointment of 13 Convair men 
to technical committees and sub¬ 
committees of the National Ad¬ 
visory Committee for Aeronautics 
was announced recently. 

The appointees serve without 
compensation and election is 
based upon technical ability, ex¬ 
perience and leadership in spe¬ 
cial fields. Their task is to re¬ 
view research in progress at 
NACA laboratories and in other 
organizations and to recommend 
new research projects. 

New appointments include J. A. 
Dillworth III, FW project struc¬ 
tures engineer, to the subcommit¬ 
tee on aircraft loads; Ralph H. 
Shick, SD chief of aerodynamics, 
to the subcommittee on high 
speed aerodynamics; Kenneth E. 
Ward, SD design specialist, to the 
subcommittee on propellers for 
aircraft. 

Reappointments include: C. S. 
Brandt, SD design specialist, to 
aircraft fuel subcommittee; Mi¬ 
chael Dublin, SD chief of dy¬ 
namics, to vibration and flutter 
subcommittee; Dr. H. F. Dun- 
holter, SD chief of development 
engineering, to internal flow sub¬ 
committee; William W. Fox, SD 
senior project engineer, to engine 
performance and operation sub¬ 
committee; G. Garner Green, SD 
chief of structures, to aircraft 
structures subcommittee; Victor 
Hudson, SD design specialist, to 
(Continued on Page 2) 

Bureau Rules Con-Trib 
Donations Deductible 

Contributions to Convair Em¬ 
ployees’ Con-Trib Club Inc., are 
deductible items on income tax 
returns, Marion L. Hicks, Convair 
Fort Worth assistant manager, 
announced this week. 

The ruling was made by the 
United States Bureau of Internal 
Revenue, Washington, D. C. 


Convair Service Pin Years at FW 
Add up to Over 900 Centuries! 



QUARTER CENTURY—W. A. 
Schurr of Dept. 6 at Fort Worth, 
who recently received his 25-year 
pin. He is one of two who wear 
this emblem at FW now. Other 
is A| Klawitter. 


More than 900 centuries of 
aircraft building experience! 

That’s the enviable record Con¬ 
vair Fort Worth employees can 
now boast. 

They’ve chalked up more than 
93,515 years of work in aviation. 
(That many years ago the birds 
may have been learning to fly!) 

The impressive total is a bare 
minimum. It includes only the 
years that have been recognized 
by Convair FW service pin 
awards. 

Convair began awarding emb¬ 
lems at FW in 1944. At that 
time there were two year pins, 
in addition to the five, 10, 15, 
20 and 25 year awards. 

Since the beginning of the 
program, about 20,000 pins have 
been awarded. About 60 have 
recognized 15 years or more serv¬ 
ice. 

Some of the old-timers served 
(Continued on Page 2) 
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Earl D. Johnson New 
Senior Vice President 
In General Dynamics 

Earl D. Johnson, former Under 
Secretary of the Army, last week 
was named senior vice president- 
development and operations for 
General Dynamics Corporation. 

John Jay Hopkins, General 
Dynamics president and board 
chairman, said Johnson would 
take over his new duties follow¬ 
ing resignation as president of 
the Air Transport Association of 
America. 

Johnson, who served the Air 
Transport Command during 
World War II as a colonel, was 
named Assistant Secretary of the 
Army for Manpower and Reserve 
Forces in 1950. He became Undei 
Secretary in 1952. 


CttfrieJ 

Service Emblems 

FORT WORTH 

The following service emblems are due 
during the period Feb. 1 through Feb. 
15: 

Twenty-five year: Dept. 6, W. A. 
Schurr. 

Ten-year: Dept. 6, E. H. Eggleston. 
Dept. 9, M. O. Rester. Dept. 25, F. D. 
Kneeland. Dept. 31, W. C. Onken, F. M. 
Rowland. Dept. 40, A. O. Barnes, J. C. 
Current. 

Dept. 50, T. Carnes. Dept. 62, O. P. 
Feeler, A. D. Wells. Dept. 63, C. M. 
Clement. Dept. 65, W. O. Deatherage, 
E. T. Nettleton. Dept. 74, L. R. Kerns. 
Dept. 92, H. J. F. Davis. Dept. 95, J. I. 
Parnell. Dept. 96, S. C. Hamilton, N. B. 
Lee. 

Five-year: Dept. 4, D. J. Bane, F. L. 
Ptacek, K. H. Rhodes, R. L. Rucker. 
Dept. 6, D. E. Bloom, T. J. Dunn, E. 
M. Eastland, B. J. Garrett, R. C. Slay 
Jr., E. M. Stuck. 

Dept. 7, A. G. Kezer. Dept. 9, J. C. 
Bourgeois, L. L. McBurney. Dept. 15, P. 
Lockhart. Dept. 20, F. C. Burns, E. V. 
Harris. Dept. 22, V. C. Eden. 

Dept. 24, B. Crabtree, M. P. Payne, 

B. Willbanks. Dept. 25, L. E. Hinz, H. 
J. Mosher, W. M. Scott, C. L. Suther¬ 
land, A. C. Thompson. 

Dept. 31, J. H. Spencer, L. G. Stapp. 
Dept. 33, G. H. Elliott, K. E. Heflin, 
W. H. Horton. Dept. 74, J. W. Bedford, 

C. L. Howell, W. C. Kirkpatrick, W. W. 
Starnes, D. M. Weast. 

Dept. 75, B. T. Adams, J. L. Jobe. 
Dept. 76, B. A. Gallaway. Dept. 81, F. 
L. Lothridge, B. O. Russell. Dept. 82, D. 
Jones, J. L. McCullum. 

Promotions 

FORT WORTH 

Promotions to and within supervision 
and professional and administrative 
effective Jan. 19: 

Dept. 4, Material: to senior buyer, F. 
S. Lukas. 

Dept. 6, Engineering: to senior field 
engineer, R. H. Brickley Jr. ; to senior 
service engineer, E. J. Brunner; to nu¬ 
clear engineer, B. L. Cash Jr. ; to senior 
propulsion engineer, L. E. Erwin, C. C. 
Mann. 

To senior aeroph'yisics engineer, L. W. 
Goodwin, L. M. Hurley; to design 
specialist, W. H. T. Loh; to structures 
engineer, J. McBride; to senior opera¬ 
tions analyst, H. C. Rush ; to research 
test engineer, B. B. Shuffler. 

To design engineer, J. W. Smith, H. 
G. Wise; to engineering illustrations 
editor, J. V. Woody Jr. 

Dept. 11, Contracts: to contract ad¬ 
ministration supervisor, D. W. Johnson; 
to contract administration general super¬ 
visor, B. B. Wills. 

Dept. 24, Tooling: to foreman, E. W. 
Carlile. 

Dept. 27, Inspection-Production: to in¬ 
spection supervisor, H. P. Conway. 

Dept. 28, Process Control: to process 
control supervisor, W. S. Hay; to re¬ 
search chemist, L. L. Morgan. 

Dept. 81, Tool Room and Fixtures: to 
tool manufacturing assistant foreman, 
W. Moss. 

Dept. 82, Pattern Shop: to tool manu¬ 
facturing assistant foreman, T. G. 
Larkin. 


BEHIND THE PINS—Keeping the records straight on service 
pins is no small task at FW. Ernest Pechacek, Sallie Shaw and 
Betty Keator (photo above) of personnel department have many 
problems such as that of F. L. Sewall of Dept. 95, whose service 
was partly at San Diego, part U. S. Army and part Fort Worth. 
But they pieced the records together and Sewall received his 
10-year pin from H. C. Deckard, FW night manager. (Photo below.) 


Convair Service Pin Years at FW 
Add up to Over 900 Centuries! 


(Continued from Page 1) 
with at least one of the six com¬ 
panies that was absorbed by eith¬ 
er Consolidated or Vultee Air¬ 
craft Companies. 

A1 Klawitter, of Dept. 31, for 
instance, with more than 25 years 
service, started out with Hall 
Aluminum Aircraft Corp, before 
it was absorbed. 

Awarding a service pin is a 
matter not taken lightly by Con¬ 
vair. In fact, making certain that 
employees get the pins they earn 
takes up a substantial part of 
every working day for three per¬ 
sonnel department employees. 

They follow through on an 
elaborate process. It works like 
this: 

When an employee goes on the 
payroll at Convair, accounting 
makes an IBM tab card to show 
the hire date. After almost five 
years, the cards are automatically 
pulled. 

Then Betty Keator and Sallie 
Shaw, of personnel, sort the cards 
and check personnal files to make 
sure the employee is still at Con¬ 
vair. 

When all the cards are checked, 
lists are made and pins sorted 


Deaths 


FORT WORTH 

COX—Henry G., Dept. 40, died Jan. 6. 
Survived by wife and a brother. 

STEPHENS—Terry Dale, Dept. 6, died 
Jan. 26. Survived by wife, parents, two 
sons, a daughter, two brothers and his 
grandmother. 


Births 


FORT WORTH 

NOBLE—Son, Lannie Ray, 7 lbs., 
born Jan. 11 to Mr. and Mrs. L. H. 
Noble, Dept. 30. 

DAINGERFIELD 

DARBY—Twin daughters: Deborah, 5 
lbs. 12 oz., Darl'yn, 5 lbs. 9 oz., born 
Dec. 29 to Mr. and Mrs. J. A. Darby, 
Dept. 4. 

TOLAND—Son, Ricky Lynn, 8 lbs. 2 
oz., born Jan. 7 to Mr. and Mrs. J. D. 
Toland, Dept. 1. 


Personals 


FORT WORTH 

We wish to thank the many friends 
and co-workers of T. D. Stephens of 
engineering hydraulics group for their 
gifts of blood, flowers and money and 
their sympathy during his illness and 
death. Please accept our grateful ap¬ 
preciation. 

Irma Stephens and family 
Arlington, Texas 


Middleton Takes 
FW Club Helm 

(Continued from Page 1) 
operation with him as 1954 club 
president. He then introduced 
M. E. Caraway, a director of the 
National Association of Foreman 
and a member of the Fort Worth 
Club, who conducted the installa¬ 
tion. 

Installed were: S. J. Middleton, 
president; R. E. Walkington, first 
shift vice president; Earl Kardar- 
as, second sliift vice president; 
Ralph Wagner, corresponding 
secretary; Tom Croft, recording 
secretary; Fred Gignilliat, treas¬ 
urer. 

Approximately 250 members 
attended. 

Outstanding attendance was re¬ 
corded by traffic department. Of 
25 salaried people eligible for 
the club, 24 were present. 

The meeting was opened with 
an invocation by the Rev. E. G. 
Crosier, employee service assis¬ 
tant supervisor. Entertainment in¬ 
cluded numbers by students of 
the Ross Hancock school of danc¬ 
ing. 


NAF Briefed on 
Convention Site 

A taste of what they’re in for 
when they come to Fort Worth 
for the National Association of 
Foremen convention was shown 
NAF directors at a meeting last 
week in New York City. 

Wes Magnuson, superintendent 
of fabrication at Convair Fort 
Worth, showed color slides of 
what delegates will see in Fort 
Worth this September. 

Magnuson, convention chair¬ 
man, presented a 10-minute slide 
talk produced by Larry Hayes, 
public relations committee chair¬ 
man. 

The slides showed various 
scenes in and around Fort Worth, 
from the airport to the coliseum. 
They showed Western Hills, Lake 
Worth, Convair and the Fort 
Worth downtown area. 

“The presentation seemed to go 
over,” said Magnuson. “The 
group really seemed interested in 
Fort Worth and plans for the 
coming convention.” 

At the meeting directors an¬ 
nounced that the NAF bowling 
tourney would be held in March. 
This is the telegraphic tourney 
Convair teams usually participate 
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Fix-a-Toy Project Earns Team of Month' Award 
For Management Club at Convair Fort Worth 


Convair Fort Worth Manage¬ 
ment Club will be in .the lime¬ 
light in “Manage,” official pub¬ 
lication of the National Associa¬ 
tion of Foremen. 

The Convair club will be named 
“Team of the Month” in either 
the February or April issue, S. J. 
Middleton, club president an¬ 
nounced. 

The club will be recognized 
for its Fix-a-Toy drive in 1954. 


Communism Subject 
For Next Club Talk 

(continued from page 1) 
world traveler. He is now on his 
fourth round-the-world lecture 
tour. His speciality is fighting 
communism. 

L. C. Calhoun, program chair¬ 
man, announced a new menu for 
the dinner. It will include shrimp 
cocktail, combination salad, filet 
mignon steak, baked potato, peas, 
hot rolls, French apple pie and 
coffee. Tickets for the dinner 
will be $2. 


This provided toys for children 
during the Christmas season. 

FW Management Club headed 
the drive that produced 20,000 
toys for 2,800 children. Approxi 
mately 1,500 Convair employees 
worked 5,000 hours to repair the 
toys. 


13 Convair Men Get 
NACA Appointments 

(continued from page 1) 
icing problems subcommittee; 
D. R. Kirk, FW senior design 
group engineer, to committee on 
aircraft construction; H. C. Mat- 
teson, SD design specialist, to 
subcommittee on compressors and 
turbines; E. G. Stout, SD staff 
engineer, chairman, subcommittee 
on seaplanes; R. H. Widmer, FW 
1 assistant chief engineer—techni¬ 
cal, to committee on aerody¬ 
namics. 

The Convair men are among 
400 leaders in the nation selected 
by NACA to assist in its program 
of scientific laboratory research. 


out. Five year pins are given to 
employees by their department 
heads. 

Ten year piri&^are presented by 
either M. L. Hicks or B. G. Reed, 
assistant managers, or H. C. 
Deckard, night manager. Fifteen, 
20 and 25 year pins are presented 
to employees by August C. Esen- 
wein, Fort Worth manager. 

But sometimes it’s not all that 
simple. Take, for instance, the 
case of F. L. Sewall, a Dept. 95 
assembler on second shift. He 
first worked for Consolidated in 
San Diego in 1941. 

He terminated in November, 
1942, to enter the U. S. Army. 
When he was discharged in Jan¬ 
uary of 1944 he returned to the 
San Diego plant. He terminated 
again in 1944. 

In October of 1947 he hired 
in at Fort Worth. Early last 
month he got his 10-year pin— 
even though all his time wasn’t at 
Fort Worth. 

Time at any Convair plant—as 
well as time spent in the Armed 
Forces—counted toward his 10 
year pin. But time in the service 
counts only if an employee re¬ 
turns to Convair within 90 days 
after discharge. 

“Figuring an employee’s serv¬ 
ice sometimes involves quite a 
bit of arithematic,” said Ernest 
Pechacek of personnel depart¬ 
ment’s statistical unit. 


CHOW—Barbecue—and plenty of it—headed the menu at the 
January Convair FW Management Club meeting. Here members 
line up and help themselves. 


FW Stamp Collector 
Gets Windfall From 
German Philatelist 

It’s a small world when you’re 
a member-of the worldwide Con¬ 
vair family. 

So W. H. Spearman, a Dept. 
94 Convair Fort Worth employee, 
learned last week. 

He had a letter from Hamburg, 
Germany, the first week in Feb¬ 
ruary as a result of a story in 
Convairiety about his stamp col¬ 
lecting (Convairiety, Oct. 20, 
1954). 

The letter was from. Oscar H. 
Nagel, an engineer with Deutsche 
Lufthansa—the new German air¬ 
line. He sent Spearman a set of 
the new 1955 welfare stamps re¬ 
cently issued in Germany. 

The German engineer said he’d 
been collecting stamps for 32 
years, but lost his collection when 
the Russians occupied Berlin in 
1945. 

“My first intention,” he wrote, 
“was never again to touch a 
stamp. But one year later, I had 
started again with a collection. 

“Now I have nearly 16,000 
different stamps.” 

Nagel added: “We are now a 
member in the Convair family as 
we (Lufthansa) bought four 340s 
which were delivered in Decem¬ 
ber. We hope to start the regular 
flights this summer.” 

Spearman said he planned to 
write to Nagel and possibly send 
him some American stamps as 
well as first day covers issued on 
Convair planes. 


Life Visitors Check 
Fort Worth Plant 

A Life magazine crew was 
checked out on the Convair Fort 
Worth operation Jan. 24. 

Visiting to bring themselves up 
to date on unclassified work were 
Frank McCulloch, new Dallas bu¬ 
reau manager; Harrison S. Lilly, 
Life reporter at San Antonio; and 
Joseph I. Scherschel, Dallas bu¬ 
reau photographer. 


NYU Honors Stout 
At Centennial Rite 

E. G. Stout, Convair SD staff 
engineer and authority on water- 
based aircraft, was honored late 
last month by New York Uni¬ 
versity’s College of Engineering. 

Stout was one of 100 alumni 
whose “significant achievements 
have brought distinction to them¬ 
selves and to their alma mater.” 
The 100 were chosen as part of 
the college’s centennial celebra¬ 
tion. 
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New Engine Test Stand 
For Running Future Jets 


Erected at Fort Worth 

A new $447,000 enclosed jet engine test stand was 
nearing completion at Convair Fort Worth this week. 

It is designed to take the most powerful jet engines of 
today—and those that are now on the drawing boards for 


the aircraft of the future. 

Testing is scheduled to start 
by mid-March in the giant tomb¬ 
like structure. Then testing of 
engine components will be con¬ 
ducted by engineering flight test 
crews for power plant section of 
engineering. 

Until that time, plant engi¬ 
neering crews are working full 
time on construction. Located in 
the northwest end of the yard 
area, the huge structure is 158 
feet long, 38 feet wide and 56 
feet high. 

Plans for the test stand were 
drawn up by plant engineering 
department after careful study of 


other similar structures in opera¬ 
tion. 

Approximately 300,000 pounds 
of steel is being used both as 
structural and reinforcing ma¬ 
terial. Concrete — 1,300 cubic 
yards of it—is also being used. 

When finished, the stand will 
be capable of testing engines 
with a thrust of more than 20,000 
pounds. 

Construction began several 
months after the Air Force 
awarded Convair a contract for $4 
million for testing and to speed 
production of Convair’s new su¬ 
personic bomber. 




UNDERWAY — This mausoleum - like building now under con¬ 
struction will be used to test jet engines at Convair Fort Worth. 
It's located near the gun butts at the north end of the reservation. 


EASTERN VISITORS—Inspecting a Convair transport at San 
Diego recently were Mrs. John Jay Hopkins, second from right, and 
Mrs. Otto Marx, third from right. Mrs. Hopkins is the wife of the 
president and board chairman of General Dynamics Corporation 
and Mrs. Marx is the wife of a General Dynamics director. Guides 
were B. F. Coggan, SD manager, at left with Mrs. Coggan, and 
A. W. Morgan, SD assistant manager-operations, far right. 

Explorers to Join in Scout Week 


Air Explorer Squadron 340, 
sponsored by the Convair SD 
Management Club, this week is 
joining with scouts across the 
nation in observing National Boy 
Scout Week. 

“Our new building on Harbor 
Drive is in the process of being 
completed at this time so we are 
not having a squadron observ¬ 
ance,” said Andy Drollinger 
(Dept. 6), explorer advisor. “But 
we are joining in with other 
activities in San Diego.” 

The Air Explorer program is 
open to any Convair SD son who 
meets the age requirements. The 
Squadron meets at 7:30 each 


Tuesday night at its headquarters 
just south of the Convair Ramp. 

Information about the Squad¬ 
ron may be had by contacting 
Drollinger at ext. 1501, station 4, 
Plant 1, or Bob Kemper, ext. 569, 
Plant 2. 


TEMPORARY DUTY 

As part of Convair SD’s execu¬ 
tive development program, W. B. 
Harwell last month was assigned 
to the factory manager’s office, 
Plant 2, and W. J. Martin is serv¬ 
ing as acting manager of produc¬ 
tion flight in his place. Harry 
McKay is serving as acting chief 
pilot. 



THE ERA AHEAD—Convair could take a relative's pride last month in the first sea trials of the 
atomic-powered submarine USS Nautilus, shown here nosing into choppy water of Long Island Sound. 
Nautilus was built by east coast cousin Electric Boat, also a division of General Dynamics Corpo¬ 
ration. Date was Jan. 17 and historic moment was 11:01 a.m. 


Convair-Liner Project 
Decade Old This Year 

This year will be Convair’s tenth in the two-engine 
transport field. 

It was just about a decade ago that Convair looked 
ahead and started planning t he airplanes that became the 
Convair-Liner. 


Samaritan Flies 
An Iron Lung to 
Patient in Arabia 

Convair’s Samaritans have been 
living up to the name. 

The air evacuation transports 
which fly from Brooks Air Force 
Base near San Antonio, Tex., 
have piled up a long list of 
mercy flights since they went 
into service for Military Air 
Transport Service. 

A new one, which involved a 
flight half way around the world, 
was revealed recently when a 
C-131A hospital ship was used to 
transport press members from 
Fort Worth to Kelly AFB for a 
press show on the new YC-131C 
turboprops. 

Lt. Louise Marshall, a MATS 
flight nurse who was acting as 
hostess for the press trip, re¬ 
lated that not long ago a Sa¬ 
maritan was called to the rescue 
of a polio patient at a faraway 
station in Arabia. 

“There was no hospital in the 
area, so we went after him,” the 
nurse stated simply. 

Just like that, Brooks Field, 
Texas to Arabia, with an iron 
lung. 

“On the way home we’d plan¬ 
ned to fly from Arabia to the 
Azores, refuel there and then go 
on to the U.S.,” she continued, 
“but the Azores were socked in 
and we headed for Scotland. We 
got there but apparently the field 
thought our patient had a con¬ 
tagious disease and wouldn’t let 
us land. 

“We finally came down in a lit¬ 
tle field in England, a trifle short 
on gasoline.” 


GIBSON ELECTED 

J. Hoot Gibson of Convair Fort 
Worth was elected manager of 
the White Settlement Chamber 
of Commerce last week. Gibson 
is in Dept. 29, second shift. 


That was in 1945, well before 
VJ Day. Convair, naturally,' was 
interested in something to take 
the place of wartime orders sure 
to be cancelled with the end of 
hostilities. 

By the fall of 1945 Convair had 
orders for 100 airplanes and pro¬ 
duction started. American Air¬ 
lines was the biggest customer. 

The experimental prototype, 
called the “110,” made its first 
flight July 8, 1946 at San Diego, 
though it was a far cry from the 
airplane that eventually came off 


Five more members of the Con¬ 
vair Fort Worth Management 
Club now boast associate certifi¬ 
cates in management — and are 
eligible to tackle courses for de¬ 
grees. 

The five who were awarded 
their degrees at the January 
Management Club meeting are 
A. O. Watson, I. J. Smith, W. C. 
Sharp, K. F. Smith and M. E. 
Caraway. 

Certificates were presented by 
W. H. Knight, personal develop¬ 
ment chairman. 

The college study plan, spon¬ 
sored jointly by the Management 
Club and TCU, came about as a 
result of a project of the club’s 
personal development committee. 

The committee, working with 
TCU, establishes the courses that 
are required for the program. It 
takes 30 college credits for the 


the production lines and became 
the model 240. (The 110’s gross 
(Continued on Page 8) 


Con-Trib Idea Grows 

Forty-three firms operating in 
San Diego now have organiza¬ 
tions for combined charitable do¬ 
nations for employees, such as 
Convair’s Con-Trib-Club, Frank 
Pickard, chairman of the San 
Diego “Employees Con-Trib Fed¬ 
eration,” revealed this week. At 
least one concern makes member¬ 
ship a condition of employment. 


associate certificate; 30 more for 
a certificate; and 64 more for a 
bachelor of science in commerce. 

Courses range from basic Eng¬ 
lish to business law and adminis¬ 
trative policy. 

All classes are taught at Con¬ 
vair by top men in the TCU busi¬ 
ness school. Full college credit 
is given for the courses. And 
Convair refunds half of the $39 
tuition to those who successfully 
complete the course. 

Classes have recently started 
for the spring semester, but there 
are still some openings for those 
who wish to enroll. 

Courses being offered are: 
English, mathematics, psycho¬ 
logy, public speaking and human 
relations. 

Further information is avail¬ 
able from D. F. Anderson in the 
training section, ext. 5245 or 
5188. 


Five More Receive Management 
Certificates in Club-TCU Class 



LIGHTS AND SHADOWS—SAM-SAC line at Convair Fort Worth makes interesting photo as 
B-36 tails seem to form endless column. Those are not tents at right, but deflectors for blast that 
whips across concrete during engine run-up. 
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(Rodeo Rider Prescribes Broncs 
To ’Drive Out Cobwebs (Ouch!) 


Turtle Caught on Hook and Line 
Proves a Full Day's Job to Land 


A Convair fisherman recent¬ 
ly brought home a 1,000-pound 
catch—a great sea turtle. 

J. L. Frisbie of Dept. 31-2 at 
Fort Worth was on a combined 
fishing and duck hunting trip 
with his son-in-law, C. M. Ward 
(formerly of Dept. 24, husband 
of Thelma Ward, formerly of 
Dept. 45) and Billy McClaran 
of Lorenzo, Tex. They were 
fishing in the Port Aransas- 
Aransas Pass channel to the 
Gulf of Mexico when the turtle 
struck one of their lines. 

“We were fishing from a mo¬ 
tor boat and it was about 4 
a.m. when we hooked him,” 
Frisbie recalled. “Two hours 
later he was still on the line 
and we had a real battle.” 

Eventually they hauled the 
turtle close enough to bring 
him under fire of their shot¬ 
guns. 

“We used up a whole box 
of shells before he gave up.” 

Then the real battle began— 
getting the turtle ashore. They 
lashed him to the side of the 
motor boat and slowly towed 
him toward the causeway. It 
was late that night before he 
was safely stowed in the back 
of a pickup truck. 


I “We figure he'll make turtle 
j soup for us for a long, long 
I time,” Frisbie added. 

Evidently, this was the sec¬ 
ond time the turtle had been 
attacked by man, because em¬ 
bedded in the turtle's head 
Frisbie found an Indian arrow 
head! The wound had healed 
over and flesh covered the tell¬ 
tale stone that gave a clue to 
the turtle's great age. 


HARD SHELL—Whopping big turtle fills pickup for Convair FW's C. M. Ward, left, and Bill 
McClaran. They captured it on fishing trip near Port Aransas. It weighed about 1,000 pounds, 

The Long Haul Alert SD Man Helps 

Foil Store Holdup 

An alert Convair SD employee 
last week contributed to the cap¬ 
ture of a holdup man in San 
Diego. 

Don Larsen of Dept. 522 was 
waiting in a store to purchase 
some smoked salmon when a man 
entered and forced the woman 
clerk into a rear room. Unseen, 
Larsen raced across the street 
and phoned police and returned 
to watch the store exits. He kept 
up the surveillance until a motor¬ 
cycle officer arrived and sur¬ 
prised the suspect rifling the cash 
register. 


Clinging to the “hurricane 
deck” of a bucking bronc may not 
seem like an ideal way to relax 
to some but to Bob Kropf of 
Convair SD it's both a hobby and 
a pleasure. 

There’s nothing like a good 
rodeo and a tough ride to shake 
the cobwebs out of your think¬ 
ing,” he said. “Sure you take a 
few bumps and bruises but the 
excitement and competition is 
worth it.” 

Kropf (Dept. 60, SD) now fol¬ 
lows his favorite pastime as a 
hobby only but there was a time 
he looked to it as a means of 
earning his keep. 

His interest dates from the day 
he climbed aboard a bronc afs a 
tow-headed teen-ager at a Lake¬ 
side rodeo. He was promptly 
tossed on his dignity. He popped 
up determined to try it again. 
And he has been doing just that 
for 19 years. 

“After that first ride I traveled 
throughout California to compete 
in rodeos,” Kropf said. “When I 
failed to earn enough prize money 
to keep going, I came home and 
worked long enough to earn entry 
fees and took off again.” 

Prior to World War II he set¬ 
tled down to a steady job at 
Convair SD and followed his hob 
by on week-ends. Following a 


period in the service, he hit the 
big-time with the touring Rodeo 
Cowboys Association traveling 
through California, Nevada, Ari¬ 
zona and New Mexico. He 
matched his skills against such 
men as Bob Crosby, Toots Mans¬ 
field, Jerry Ambler and others 
who are legends in the rodeo 
world. 

Kropf decided to hang up his 
chaps in 1949 and rejoined Con¬ 
vair SD, competing in rodeos 
only on week-ends. He now limits 
his efforts to saddle bronc bust¬ 
ing. 

“Rodeoing hasn't changed much 
in 20 years,” Kropf said. “The 
stock is still tough, competition 
keen and the men are rough. 

“Sure they've worked out a bet¬ 
ter disposition of prize money and 
the purses are larger, but it still 
takes a good man to stay in the 
middle long enough to earn this 
money.” 

Ironically, Kropf considers 
competition tougher in Southern 
California than any other part of 
the country, especially in the 
winter months. 

“Your good cowboys flock out 
here to retire or to work in the 
movies during the bad weather 
months. They always show up 
where rodeos are held and they 
are hard to beat,” he said. 


Pomona Adopts ’Caravan' System 
For Sending Small Parts to Line 


Doling Will Succeed 
Mollering in Wash. 

Two appointments affecting 
Convair field offices were an¬ 
nounced recently by Gen. Joseph 
T. McNarney, Convair president. 

J. V. Dickson, formerly of Con¬ 
vair SD, has assumed duties as 
Dayton representative, reporting 
to C. G. Wolcott, manager of the 
Dayton office. 

Lloyd L. Doling, formerly of 
Convair Pomona, has assumed 
duties as Washington representa¬ 
tive (Navy) replacing William C. 
Mollering who has returned to 
Convair Pomona. Doling reports 
to J. P. Shaw, Washington mana- 
ger-Navy. 


Does Convair have your correct 
home address? 


A new system of delivery of 
“standard stock”—the low cost, 
high usage items like nuts, bolts, 
pins, etc., used in production— 
to the assembly line at Convair 
Pomona has so many advantages 
that it would be hard to tell which 
is of the greatest value. 

Among other things, the new 
plan simplifies record keeping 
and accounting and cuts down on 
other paper work. It reduces the 
number of times material is han¬ 
dled. It eliminates duplicate stock¬ 
ing, making lower inventories 
possible. And it centralizes the 
responsibility for keeping an ade¬ 
quate supply of standard stock on 
the line. 

“Under the new system ma¬ 
terial stores delivers standard 
stock directly to the line from its 
stockroom.” J. A. Pomeroy, staff 
assistant to P. V. Ogden, Pomona 
manager of material, said. “De¬ 
liveries are made with a special 
trailer, fitted with stock bins and 
towed by a Clarkat, which makes 
daily circuits of the production 
factory, leaving stock as needed 
at strategically located standard 
stock stations. 

“The standard stock delivery 
truck is loaded from the main 
storeroom on a daily basis. Once 
a month, or when the stock in 
the storeroom bin reaches the re¬ 
order point, the total number 
withdrawn is entered on one pre¬ 
punched tabulated requisition and 
forwarded to the appropriate of¬ 
fices for action and accounting 
purposes. In an average month, 
less than 1,000 of these tabulated 


requisitions will be handled. 

“Under the old system, when 
a stock bin on the line became 
empty the foreman in that area 
called manufacturing control,” 
Pomeroy continued. “If the re¬ 
quired stock was not available 
there, a requisition was written 
by hand and forwarded to ma¬ 
terial stores. This procedure fre¬ 
quently led to several requisitions 
being forwarded to stores for 
the same item, and when all of 
the requisitions were eventually 
filled, far more material than ac¬ 
tually required would be on hand. 

“Over 5,000 handwritten requi¬ 
sitions were processed each month 
for standard stock, and each 
requisition required nine separate 
operations,” he said. “All of this 
was done for material which rep¬ 
resented less than 2.5 percent of 
the cost of our product. 

“All departments concerned 
benefit from the new system,” 
Pomeroy said. “Manufacturing 
control, freed of the duplicate re¬ 
sponsibility of stocking and dis¬ 
tributing these small items, can 
devote more time to controlling 
the flow of shop-made items and 
larger purchased components. 
Material stores can spot and avert 
potential shortages before they 
develop. Material control can now 
spend less time in record keeping 
and the handling of requisitions. 
And the jobs of tabulating and 
industrial accounting are also 
considerably lighter. 

“Also, the production depart¬ 
ments can expect fewer shortages 
of standard stock items on the 
line,” he concluded. 








~ J:. -....--- 

ON DECK—Herb Kropf of Dept. 60 at SD calls this healthy 
recreation! Riding "Red River," Herb was at Fallbrook, Calif., when 
this was taken in 1952. Horse came down on his backsides, and 
Herb bailed out. 
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News Clipping Reminds 
Of 51-Pound Catfish and 

Memories of a fish fry 30 
years ago were refreshed last 
week when the postman left a 
letter at the home of Cal Moore 
of the Convair Fort Worth per¬ 
sonnel department. 

“We served about 35 people,” 
Cal recalled. “And it was all from 
one fish we pulled out of Lake 
Worth.” 

Cal had a newspaper clipping 
to prove it, taken from the Fort 
Worth Star-Telegram of Aug. 29, 
1924. The clipping was sent to 
him recently by the widow of 
the late Joe Daniels of Stephen- 
ville, who with Moore was among 
the fishermen involved. 

“I hadn’t thought of that fish¬ 
ing party for many years,” said 
Cal. “But I remember that cat¬ 
fish well. We went fishing at 
night. 

‘We used a live perch for bait, 
and after the cat bit, it took us 
about an hour to land it. 

‘He was four feet and two 
inches long, and weighed an even 
51 pounds. When we finally got 
ashore, I tossed him on the run 


Fort Worth's Cal Moore 
'Great Fish Fry of '24' 

ning board of my Model T Ford 
and took him to camp. 

“We had to invite just about 
everybody we knew to get enough 
people to eat him.” 

In the fishing party along with 
Cal was his father, M. H. Moore, 
for 20 years superintendent of 
Fort Worth public schools. 


RFD 


stricker 


station. 


Tax Data Available 

Employees who are itemizing 
their medical deductions for in¬ 
come tax return purposes will be 
aided by forms available at em- 

—— . .mj < —... i ployee service at both Plants 1 

i" _Demonstrating new "delivery service" tor parts at Pomona are Jack Hayes, R. M. Syden- and 2 in San Diego. The form 

and D F Woodburn. They are removing stock from trailer and replenishing standard stock includes a table for establishing 

the weekly premium paid. 


FINISHED—Back in July, 1954, 
Convairiety carried a story about 
Vince Rhoades (Pomona Dept. 
25) and his talent tor carving. At 
that time, he was working on a 
wooden likeness of his wife. It is 
finished now, after seven months 
of work during rest periods and 
lunch times. 
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Seven Way Tie 
In Housekeeping 

Seven functions at Convair SD 
started the new year out in style 
by tieing for first in the January 
Good Housekeeping contest with 
perfect records. 

The winners included T-29 pri¬ 
mary and major, experimental, 
fabrication (Plant 1), manufac¬ 
turing control (Plant 1), elec¬ 
tronics, material and T-29 final. 

Average violations per em¬ 
ployee also dropped from .012 in 
December to .011 in January. 

Only T-29 primary and major, 
experimental and T-29 final were 
repeat winners from December. 

Average Violations Per Employee 
Dec. 


SHOW BIZ—These are among mementos of "two-a-day" that 
Ray Stanton of Convair Pomona rarely looks at nowadays. But it 
was fun, though he admits he prefers the present, because he's 
"home every night." 

Pomona's Stanton Remembers Days 
When He 'Played the Palace in NY 


Although Convair Pomona’s 
Ray Stanton was once one of the 
top entertainers in big-time 
vaudeville, he spends little time 
with his memories. Instead, he is 
far more interested in living in 
the present and looking to the 
future. 

“I thoroughly enjoyed every 
minute I spent in show business, 
but when I left it I left it for 
good,” Stanton said. “I find my 


T-29 Primary & Major ... 

Jan. 

.000 

Experimental . 

.000 

Fabrication, Plant 1 . 

.000 

Mfg. Control, Plant 1 ... 

.000 

Electronics . 

.000 

Material . 

.000 

T-29 Final . 

.000 

R3Y Major & Final— 


F-102 Comp. 

.002 

Tool Mfg., Plant 1 . 

.008 

Field Operations . 

.009 

F-102 Major & Final, 
Plant 2 . 

.014 

Mfg. Control, Plant 2 ... 

.015 

340 Major & Final . 

.026 

Plant Engineering . 

.029 

Tool Mfg., Plant 2 . 

.035 

Fabrication, Plant 2 . 

.045 


MEMORIES—Sam Owen *of Convair Fort Worth and his son 
Phillip, upper photo, look over scrapbook dealing with days when 
Sam was a speedboat champion (see below). Racing was his 
hobby until an accident put him out of business. Cast is result of 
recent operation to repair old race injury. ___ 


First a singer, later a come¬ 
dian, Stanton remembers reach¬ 
ing vaudeville's top rungs. 


present work in labor relations 
equally- as interesting. Also—and 
this is one reason we left show 
business—I’m home every night.” 

Stanton was successful in sev¬ 
eral phases of show business be¬ 
fore his “retirement” about 15 
years ago. He helped write many 
of the scenes for George White’s 
“Scandals,” Earl Carroll’s “Van¬ 
ities,” and many other shows. He 
did some singing—“I had a fair, 
but not outstanding, voice,” he 
said. He appeared in several short 
film features for Warner Broth¬ 
ers. And for seven years he and 
his partner had their own unit. 

But Stanton is best known, per¬ 
haps, as a comedian in big-time, 
two-a-day vaudeville. 

His first taste of show busi¬ 
ness was acquired by acting in 
amateur theatricals in college. 
Then in 1922, after his gradua¬ 
tion from the University of New 
York, Stanton turned profes¬ 
sional. 

“I started as a singer, but I 
discovered more or less accident¬ 
ally that I had a flair for come¬ 
dy,” Stanton recalled. “I teamed 
up with George Weist, who is 
now one of the leading producers 
for the American Broadcasting 
Company. Our big chance came 
in 1926, when a leading producer 
saw our act and liked it. Three 
weeks later we were playing the 
Palace.” 

Playing the Palace Theatre in 
New York, incidentally, was the 
ultimate goal of every vaudeville 


performer. A week’s engagement 
there meant that an entertainer 
had reached the top of vaude¬ 
ville’s ladder. 

Stanton and Weist—or, as they 
were billed, “Weist and Stanton’ 
—worked together for more than 
14 years. They appeared in every 
major city in the United States 
and Canada, and in many of the j 
smaller ones. And after their first | 
run at the Palace, they head¬ 
lined all bills in both the Keith 
and Orpheum Circuits. 

These were the two leading 
vaudeville circuits. The Keith cir¬ 
cuit included leading theatres in 
major cities on the east coast and 
as far west as Chicago. The 
Orpheum was the major circuit in 
the west. The two eventually 
merged to become the Keith-Or- 
pheum Circuit, and still later be¬ 
came Radio-Keith-Orpheum — or 
RKO. 

The partners are generally 
given credit for originating 
“blackouts” — quick tabloid 
scenes, usually humorous and 
sometimes musical. And they 
frequently appeared on the 
same bills with many of the 
present-day great names in en¬ 
tertainment. These included, 
among many others, Jack Ben¬ 
ny, Bob Hope, Bert Lahr, Ken 
Murray, and Red Skelton. 

Even before he left show busi¬ 
ness Stanton started gathering 
experience in the labor relations 
field. During the years he and 
Weist had their own unit Stan 
ton handled all negotiations with 
the stagehands’ and musicians’ 
unions. Then in 1941 he joined 
Lockheed’s labor relations staff, 
and for a period during World 
War II he taught personnel ad¬ 
ministration and labor relations 
at UCLA. In 1950 he established 
his own business as an industrial 
relations consultant, and just over 
a year ago he joined Convair. 

Stanton frequently receives of¬ 
fers to return to show business, 
but he invariably refuses, except, 
perhaps, for an occasional after- 
dinner-talk. 

“It would just stir up old mem¬ 
ories, and I’ve always preferred 
looking forward to looking back,” 
he explained. 

Stanton, however, will make a 
minor exception Feb. 18 when he 
appears on the Convair Pomona 
Management Club program. 
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He’s Slowed Down 


30 mph Is Fast Enough Now for 
Ex-National Speedboat Champ 


“No, I didn’t train him myself 
—I’m John’s second wife.” 


An operation in January for an 
injury two years before is putting 
a former national speed boat 
champion back on his feet at Con¬ 
vair Fort Worth. 

He’s Sam Owen, an engineering 
writer who almost lost his life 
at his favorite sport. 

The scene was Red Bank, N. J., 
on Sept. 14, 1952. It was the 
20th annual National Sweep- 
stakes Regatta. 

Owen was racing a speedy 135 
cubic inch inboard named Ethel 
XX. 

As he rounded a turn leading 
the pack, the water looked 
smooth. He opened up to almost 
100 mph. Then the boat exploded, 
flipped over and disintegrated. 

He ended up on the critical list 
in the hospital. Covered with 
bruises, a bone-deep gash in his 
right leg, Owen was lucky to be 
alive. It didn’t matter that he’d 
lost his 1951 national champion 
-hip. 

But the years didn’t do much 
to heal the leg. So Owen went 
to the hospital late last month for 
another operation. 

That gave me. some time to 
catch up on some reading I’d 
been neglecting,” said Owen. 

It also gave him more time to 
think about the boat he’s build¬ 
ing now. This one’s designed for 
safety—and speed. The 35 mph 
kind of speed. 

Owen’s racing won him quite 
a bit of fame a few years back. 
Besides being national champion 
in 1951, he also won the Webb 
trophy, one of the top prizes in 
power boat racing. It formerly 
was won by such famed racers 
as Gar Wood, Guy Lombardo and 
Lou Fageol. He won it in 1951 
at a regatta in Minneapolis. 

Owen raced for eight seasons. 
Although he won a large per¬ 
centage of his races, he doesn’t 
have many trophies to show. 

“We raced for money. And 
Chap Haley, owner of the Ethel 


Civic Leaders at SD 
To Answer Questions 
For Convair Clubmen 

Convair SD Management Club 
members will be able to fire ques¬ 
tions at a panel of four civic 
leaders Feb. 23 when the club 
stages a “Greater San Diego 
Night” at Balboa Park Club. 

A panel will answer questions 
about San Diego submitted by 
members in advance and also 
questions asked from the floor 
during a portion of the meeting. 
Heading the panel as moderator 
will be Mayor John Butler. Panel 
members and their- particular 
field include: Mitch Angus, tour¬ 
ist bureau; John Bate, harbor 
development; City Manager O. 
W. Campbell, sewage disposal; 
and Harry Evans of the Cham¬ 
ber of Commerce, industrial ex¬ 
pansion of Kearny Mesa. 

Industrial engineering is the 
sponsor department, Dale Marks 
program chairman. The CRA 
Choral Club will sing. 


XX, got most of the trophies,” 
he said. 

But the near-fatal race was the 
most important of his career. 

“I had already made up my 
mind it was going to be my last 
race. But I quit one race too late. 
My wife and the owner of the 
boat and I all had a funny feel¬ 
ing about that race. 

“When I left my advertising 
job in Columbus, O., right before 
the race, I tidied up my desk 
as if I weren’t coming back,” he 
recalled. “And I didn’t. At least 
not for a month. I guess I was 
lucky to get back at all.” 

Owen doesn’t have much desire 
for speed of any kind now. He’s 
not particularly interested in high 
speed automobiles, boats or any¬ 
thing else. 

“I think I’ve had my fill. After 
traveling at 100 mph on water, 
I think 30 is fast enough for a 
car. Plenty fast enough.” 

Right now Owen is content to 
get his leg back in good shape. 
But boating is still one of his 
big interests. Not only does he 
keep up with the boating news, 
but he ' also writes articles for 
“Motor Boating.” 


Convair SD Men Make 
National Magazines 

Two articles written by Con¬ 
vair SD men have appeared in 
recent issues of national maga- 

“How I fly the Pogo” by J. F. 
(Skeets) Coleman, XFY-1 test 
pilot, appeared in the February, 
1955, issue of Popular Science. 

C. R. Smith, research test en¬ 
gineer, wrote an article on “Pre¬ 
dicting Fatigue Failure” which 
appeared in the January issue of 
Aero Digest magazine. 


Convair Daughters 
Win in TV Contest 

Three Convair daughters will 
share the spotlight when Horace 
Heidt brings his “Youth Oppor¬ 
tunity Show” to the Russ Audi¬ 
torium in San Diego tonight 
(Feb. 9). 

Gay, Bonnie and Linda Cowie, 
daughters of Mr. and Mrs. Jim 
Washburn (he’s in Dept. 355), 
won the right to appear on the 
program with two other acts aft¬ 
er their Gay-Bon-Lin Trio won 
over a field of 45 contestants. 

Winner in the local contest will 
be given an opportunity to com¬ 
pete against other winners in a 
higher contest at a later date. 


RETIRED—Walter Leitner Sr., 
an engineering draftsman since 
1900, completed a remarkable 
career recently at San Diego and 
retired. He had been with Con¬ 
vair four years. He started as a 
draftsman in Chicago, later 
taught high school mechanical 
drawing for 27 years, and prob¬ 
ably holds a world's record for 
nearly 55 continuous years in 
drafting. 
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Feb. 13,14 Set 
For Play Tryouts 

Tryouts for “Green Grow the 
Lilacs”—Wing and Masque's next 
production—will be held Feb. 13 
and 14. 

And the tryouts present a prob¬ 
lem. The lead role is a little 
special. 

He not only has to be able to 
act, but he must have signing 
ability, should be able to play the 
guitar, and—if possible—have 
curly hair. 

“A combination like that will 
probably be hard to find,” said 
Jerry Ratliff, director of the 
play, “so we'll be glad to settle 
for less. 

“But we're at least looking for 
someone who'll fill the bill.” 

“Oklahoma” was the musical 
version of “Green Grow the 
Lilacs.” The play was written by 
Lynn Riggs, a professor of Rat¬ 
liff's while a fine arts student 
at Baylor University. 

The cast also calls for six other 
people and two scenes with about 
25 people. 

Production dates are March 31, 
April 1, 2, 8 and 9. 

James Ratcliff is assistant di¬ 
rector for the play. 

Ratliff urged all Convair em¬ 
ployees interested in drama to try 
out for the play. 


STOCK SHOW—Ross Carney and this Convair square went through some fancy paces during 
Stock Show. Ople and Paul Garrett, Lawannah and Archie Hill, Hazel and Leonard Blakely, and 
Sunny Dawson and Clyde Carter danced nightly at Pioneer Palace. 


Quality Control Holds 
Annual Dance at Casino 

Three Convair Fort Worth de¬ 
partments staged their annual 
party last weekend at the Casino. 

The Quality Control Dance was 
attended by a large group from 
Dept. 27, 28 and 29. 

Tommy Cunningham and his 
orchestra provided the music from 
8 p.m. to 1 a.m. for the informal 
affair. 


'Time of the Cuckoo' Opens 
Tomorrow as 21st Production 

Convair Fort Worth first-nighters will get in on a birth¬ 
day tomorrow. 

It's the first performance of Wing and Masque s new 
play, “The Time of the Cuckoo”. And their 21st production. 

Directed by Stan Brown, CRA drama commissioner, the 
play will run Feb. 10, 11, 12, 18 


and 19 at the CRA Playhouse, 
2966 Park Hill Drive. 

In the part of Leona Samish, 
played by Shirley Booth in the 
Broadway version, is Charlotte 
Gilfeather. Howard Bartholomew 
is cast as the romantic interest— 
Renato Di Rossi. 

John Rivedal is Eddie Yeager 
and Sherry Craig plays his wife 
June. Carolyn Taylor is Signoria 
Fioria and Isabelle Harris is 
Giovanna. 

Mrs. Mcllhenny is Sue Kidd 
and Ruppert Pounder is Mr. Mc¬ 
llhenny. Tommy Brown plays 
Vito. 

The scene is Venice where 
Leona Samish is romance-seeking 
on her vacation. When she finds 


romance in the person of Renato 
Di Rossi, she faces a problem. 

Renato is married—and per¬ 
fectly content to stay that way. 

Leona's choice between a short 
but happy romance with Renato 
or none at all is the story of the 
piay. 

Technical crew for the play is 
Jack Forney, assistant director 
and set designer; Dave Halsey, 
lights; Harry Weimer, stage man¬ 
ager; Bob Attlesey, sound; Ruth 
Brown, make-up; Isabelle Harris, 
costumes; and Martha Kidd, prop¬ 
erties. 

Tickets for the play are 80 
cents and are available from 
Wing and Masque members or at 
the Playhouse. 

Brown invited all Convair em¬ 
ployees to attend the play. 


TOMORROW— Tomorrow's opening night for CRA's new com¬ 
edy "The Time of the Cuckoo." Here cast watches Tommy Brown 
and Isabelle Harris act out a dance from the play. 


RIDER—Jo Robison, Dept. 24, 
represented CRA for fourth year 
on Feb. 2 at Stock Show. She 
rode palomino Sugar. 


Air Modelers to 
Have Busy Month 

CRA's model airplane group 
has a big month ahead of them, 
according to R. J. Heist, com¬ 
missioner. 

On Sunday, the Fort Worth 
Sahib Club will hold a control 
line contest from 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. at Forest Park. 

Also lined up for that day is 
a flight and radio control con¬ 
test sponsored by the Fort Worth 
Aeromodelers, eight miles south 
of Arlington on Route 151. 

At 2:30 p.m., the CRA group 
will stage practice..flying at For¬ 
est Park. Instruction will be 
given on the following Sunday 
also at Forest Park. 

Group one will meet at 7:30 
Feb. 14 at CRA Center. 


Code and Theory 
Classes Open 

If you have a yen to learn 
about radio code and theory, you 
can still sign up for classes at 
the CRA Center. 

Although classes started last 
Wednesday night, there’s still 
room for a few more, according 
to Charley Gable, instructor. 

Gable, an experienced ham op¬ 
erator, is a Western Electric rep¬ 
resentative assigned to Convair 
Fort Worth. 

The course includes 10 sessions 
—two hours each. One class is 
in code, the other in theory. 
They’re held at 7:30 p.m. each 
Wednesday. 

Completion of the course should 
qualify the student for the Fed¬ 
eral Communications Commission 
examination. 

Interested employees are urged 
to attend the classes tonight at 
the CRA Center. 


Camera Group 

To Hold Contest 

Valentine's Day has more than 
one meaning for CRA camera 
enthusiasts. 

It's the day for their first quar¬ 
terly contest of the year. Feb. 
14 at 7:30 the group will meet at 
the CRA Center to determine 
prize winners in black and white 
and color slides. 

Judges will be Gene Eichholtz, 
from Convair; Lee Angle, local 
portrait and commercial photo¬ 
grapher; and Dr. Carleton Calkin, 
fine arts professor at Texas 
Christian University. 

Jim Hendry, CRA program 
chairman, said that the electrical 
machine used at the last quarterly 
contest would again be used in 
judging. 

The machine—by the means of 
different colored lights—gives the 
audience a better idea what's 
going on during the judging. 

Camera activity members were 
urged to submit black and white 
prints or color slides of any sub¬ 
ject matter in the contest. 

Four color slides entered in 
the contest will be chosen to rep¬ 
resent the CRA camera activity's 
entry in the Gulf State Camera 
Club Council’s February contest. 

These slides are then submitted 
in competition throughout the 
Gulf States. Winners in each 
contest will be submitted to a 
nationally known salon exhibitor 
at the end of the year. 

Black and white prints were 
submitted to the council in Jan¬ 
uary. Prints were made by A. M. 
Morrison, Art Hoel, Marie Or- 
rick and Joyce Hendry. 

Steve Cook, of engineering, 
heads the contest committee re¬ 
sponsible for the selections. 

Stan O r r i c k, commissioner, 
urged all camera activity mem¬ 
bers to enter the quarterly con¬ 
test on Monday. 


Cecil B. Atwater to Teach Clinic 
On Photography Techniques 

A photographer with 17 years experience and world 
fame will be on hand this month to help Convair photo¬ 
graphers brush up on tricks of the trade. 

He’s Cecil B. Atwater, of Duxbury, mass., a director of 
the Photographic Society of America. 

Atwater will be in Fort Worth 


Eagle Scout Award 
Goes to Convair Son 

Joe Waggoner, of Convair Fort 
Worth Dept. 31, was a mighty 
proud father last weekend. 

His 18-year old son, Roger, re¬ 
ceived the Eagle Scout Award, 
highest honor in scouting. 

Waggoner was doubly proud. 
He's also the troop leader. 

Another Convair employee, J. 
E. Barnett, is explorer and ad¬ 
visor of the group. 

They are members of Post 143. 


Feb. 26, 27 and 28 in a special 
clinic sponsored by the CRA 
camera activity. 

His course on advance controls 
will include classes in control 
methods on the negative and on 
the print; mediobrome and chalk¬ 
ing processes; and paper nega¬ 
tive. 

All classes will be at the CRA 
Center. The last class will be 
on the regular meeting date of 
the camera activity. 

Fee for the three-lecture series 
is $2 for camera club members 
and $3 
ployees 
fans. 

Stan Orrick, commissioner, said 
that the classes will be well worth 
while, but would not hold too 
much appeal for a photographer 
who doesn't do his own darkroom 
work. 

Atwater has been a lecturer for 
30 years. He has written for most 
photographic magazines and is 
author of the book, “Photograph¬ 
ing Mexico.” 

For many years, Atwater vis¬ 
ited the wilder regions of the 
United States, Canada, Meixco, 
Alaska and New Foundland to 


for other Convair em- 
or Fort Worth camera 


obtain motion picture material for 
travel and big game hunting lec¬ 
tures. 

“We're very fortunate to have 
Mr. Atwater here,” said Qrrick. 
“He'll have much to tell us about 
photography.” 

Orrick urged all camera en¬ 
thusiasts to attend the sessions. 


SPEAKER—Cecil Atwater will 
conduct three-day clinic here 
Feb. 26, 27, 28. Photo by Fred 
Archer, noted portrait photo¬ 
grapher. 


CRA Activities.Join the Fun! 


Fort Worth 


ARCHERY—H. L. Lucas, commissioner, 
ext. 6210. Range open from 6 to 10 p.m. 
each Tuesday to everyone. 

BADMINTON—Kenneth Browne, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 2131. Regular play ^-10 
p.m., Mondays and Wednesdays, W. C. 
Stripling Jr. High. , _ 

BALLROOM DANCING—I. M. Pember¬ 
ton, commissioner, ext. 3121. Classes each 
Sunday, 2 and 4:15 p.m., CRA Center. 

BAND—G. W. Hills, Jr., commissioner, 
ext. 2122. Dance orchestra rehearsals every 
Thursday, CRA Center. . . 

BASEBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, 
LO-2959. 

BASKETBALL—Ed Tucknics, Commis¬ 
sioner, ext. CI-63323. Season play each 
Tues. and Wed. 

BOWLING—H. G. Starkey, Commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 6290. 

BRIDGE—Wendell Eldred, commissioner, 
ext. 6235. Play each Friday, CRA Center. 


CAMERA—L. S. Orrick, commissioner, 
ext. 5141. Bob Bogen, ext. 4180, second 
shift co-ordinator. 

CHECKERS, CHESS, DOMINOES — 
J. E. Pair, commissioner, ext. 4283. 

CHORAL—Roy Cantrell, commissioner, 
ext. 5120. Sing-song from 11:20 to 11:45 
a.m. each Wednesday in Dept. 31 and each 
Monday and Tuesday at 50 foot aisle, col. 
71-R. 

DRAMA—E. S. Brown, commissioner, 
ext. 5242. Production of comedy “The 
Time of the Cuckoo” 8:15 p.m. Feb. 10, 
11, 12, 18, 19, CRA Playhouse, 2966 Park 
Hill Drive. 

FISHING—Bill Parrish, commissioner, 
ext. 5296. 

GOLF—Lawrence Armstrong, Commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 2273. 

HORSESHOES — Finn Wahl, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 3132. 

HUNTING—Bill Parrish, commissioner, 
ext. 5296. 

ICE SKATING—Glen Carter, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 3207. No ice skating. 


JUNIOR BASEBALL—A. K. Lawley, 
commissioner, ext. 4293. 

MODEL AIRPLANE—R. J. Heist, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 4280. Model building meet¬ 
ing 7:30 p.m. each Monday. 

MODEL RAILROAD—Roger Bock, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 7107. Regular meeting every 
Monday, 7:30 p.m. CRA Center. 

MOVIES — Miscellaneous movies each 
Monday during lunch period at 50-foot aisle. 

RADIO—Larry Brandvig, commissioner, 
ext. 5179. Meetings Feb. 9, 16, 23, 7:30. 
Feb. 10, 17, 12:30 p.m. 

RIDING—Jimmy Shackelford, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 3184. Trail rides each Thurs. 
night CRA Ranch. PE-0054 for reservations. 

ROPING—Jimmy Shackelford, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 3184. 

SOFTBALL — Jack Brittain, Commis¬ 
sioner, LO-2959. 

SQUARE DANCING — Ross Carney, 
commissioner, ext. 3155. Instructions and 
dancing for beginners 7 to 8 p.m. and ad¬ 


vanced classes 8 to 10 p.m. each Monday 
at Northside Recreation Building. 

STAMP AND COIN—J. D. White, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 2250. Regular meetings first 
and third Tuesdays each month. 

TABLE TENNIS—John Rangel, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 5141. Regular play Feb. 11, 18, 
Central YMCA; Feb. 22, CRA Center. 
Texas Open Table Tennis Tourney 9:30 
Feb. 12, 1 p.m. Feb. 13. 

TENNIS—Walter Bradley, commissioner, 
ext. 7203. 

VOLLEYBALL—H. L. Shaw, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 5141. Play 7 to 9:30 p.m. each 
Monday, Ernest Parker Jr. High. 

WASHER PITCHING—Hugh Penning¬ 
ton, commissioner, ext. 3238. 

WEIGHT LIFTING—I. B. Hale, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 5267. Weight lifting for first 
shift 4 to 7 p.m. Tuesday, Thursday and 
Saturday at CRA Center; for second and 
third shift 8 a.m. to noon, Monday, Wed¬ 
nesday and Friday. 

CRA RANCH—PE-0054. 


Daingerfield 

BOWLING—Roger Henry, commissioner, 
ext. 446. 

DOMINOES AND CHECKERS—H. S. 
Mauldin, commissioner, ext. 418. 

HORSESHOES—P. G. Wells, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 346. 

HUNTING AND FISHING — M. H. 
Trimble, commissioner, ext. 308. 

MODEL AIRPLANES—D. W. Sonhcim, 
commissioner, ext. 414. 

SOFTBALL—R. B. Lawrence, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 380. 

SKATING—H. J. Wiker, Jr., commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 405. 

PISTOLS AND RIFLES—E. C. Frye, 
commissioner, ext. 418. 

WASHERS—C. T. Forrest, commissioner, 
ext. 377. 
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Prize Winning Palomino Named Grand Champion at 1955 Fort Worth Stock Show 


CHAMPION_Honey Dodger, owned by O. H. Crew, Dept. 25 at Convair Fort Crews have collected. Below shows Karnes Barns where Crew trains and raises 

Worth, has won his share of championships. The beautiful palomino recently won horses. The neat stables are near Lake Worth bridge on Jacksboro Highway, 

grand champion at Fort Worth Stock Show. Above are some of the ribbons the Stables are fireproof, tile, and electrically cooled in summer. 


'Honey Dodger', a Palomino, Fulfills 
Dreams of Trainer 0. H. Crew 

A few years ago 0. H. Crew was trying to sell a young 
palomino colt for $100. 

Today he has refused offers up to $10,000—for the same 
horse. 

The valuable palomino is Honey Dodger. A horse whose 



Junior Baseball Officers Make Plans 
For Three Age Group CRA Teams 

W. A. Peninger, of Dept. 4, was elected president of 
CRA’s junior baseball group last month at an organiza¬ 
tional meeting. 

Other officers are: R. M. Kneifl, vice president; Claude 
Hailey, treasurer; and R. A. Hintz, secretary. A1 Lawley 


mother died six weeks after he 
was born. 

In the recent Southwestern Fat 
Stock Show and Exposition, 
Honey Dodger was named grand 
champion. He’s won the same 
title in a show in Keller, and a 
reserve championship in a Dallas 
State Fair Show. In the Dallas 
show, he was second to the grand 
champion of the year. 

Crew, Dept. 25 employee at 
Convair Fort Worth, has double 
registration for Honey Dodger. 
He’s permanently registered as 
both palomino and quarter horse. 
(Permanent registration is the 
highest type.) 

Honey Dodger has never lost 
in palomino class when shown 
and has never been out of the 
money in the six shows entered 
in quarter horse competition. 

His sire is one of the top cut¬ 
ting horses of the day, according 
to Crew. And it looks like Honey 
Dodger is going to follow his 
father’s footsteps as far as honors 
go. 

His training as a cutting horse 
has already started. 

“And he’s really taking to it,” 
said Crew. “It takes two to five 

Room for More 
In Square Dance 

Convair Fort Worth employees 
can still get in on the fun if 
they like square dancing. 

Classes opened Monday at 
Northside Recreation, but Ross 
Carney, CRA square dance com¬ 
missioner, said there’s still room 
for more. 

Beginners classes run from 7 
to 8 p.m. and advanced classes 
are from 8 to 10 p.m. each Mon¬ 
day. 

There’s no charge for the 
course. 

All Convair employees, Air 
Force personnel or vendors as¬ 
signed to Convair Fort Worth, 
are invited to join the group. 

Music is furnished by the Den¬ 
ton Playboys and calling and in¬ 
struction are provided by Carney, 
veteran square dance caller. 

“Come out and join the fun,” 
said Carney. “Everyone always 
has a good time.” 

Further information is avail¬ 
able from Carney, ext. 3155 or 
the CRA office, ext. 5141. 


years to train a cutting horse. 
But Honey Dodger has everything 
it takes.” 

The palomino also seems to 
have what it takes to win shows. 
And, Crew hopes, he’ll produce 
good colts. 

“Good color, conformation and 
blood line are about the most 
important things,” said Crew. 
“Honey Dodger’s got them all.” 

Crew knows what he’s talking 
about. Horses have been his big 
interest for 35 years. At first 
it was just a hobby. Now it’s a 
lot more. 

Crew supervises boarding and 
does all the training. 

“It takes a lot of time,” he said, 
“but when a horse like Honey 
Dodger comes along, it’s a once in 
a lifetime thrill. I wouldn’t give 
him up for anything.” 

Table Tennis Tilt 
To Open Feb. 12 

A group of Convair Fort Worth 
folk have a mighty full weekend 
ahead of them. 

They’re the group from CRA’s 
table tennis activity who not only 
will play in the Texas State Open 
this weekend—but who also help¬ 
ed plan the tourney. 

Feb. 12 and 13 are the dates. 
The Central YMCA in Fort Worth 
is the place. 

Games will get under way at 
9:30 a.m. on Saturday and at 1 
p.m. on Sunday. 

Categories are open in men’s 
doubles, men’s singles, ladies’ sin¬ 
gles, ladies’ doubles, mixed doub¬ 
les and two special events—“life 
begins at 40” and boys singles. 

Convair people are expected to 
enter most of the events. 

They are: Charlie Schneider, 
Dub Ballow, Dave Clutterham, 
Jud Norman, Jim Burton, “Swede” 
Sandquist, Louie Lancer, Wanda 
Gage, Frankie Berry, Loretta Mc¬ 
Neil, Peggy Lance, Lydia and 
Carolyn Norman, John Rangel, 
table tennis commissioner, and 
Jim Collin. 

Collin is greater Fort Worth 
champion as well as CRA champ. 

Additional information about 
the tourney is available from 
Rangel, ext. 7106. 


Hedgehoppers In 
Engineering Lead 

Hedgehoppers toppled the 
Schmatums from first place in 
the Convair Engineering Bowling 
League last week. 

Top team score was a 51 win 
29 loss record to the Schmatums 
50-30 tally. 

Close behind in the nip-and- 
tuck race for first is Control 
Surfaces in third place with a 
49-31 score. 

John Davis bowled the weekly 
high first-half game with a 222 
and Glen Craig had second-half 
high with a 209. 

High individual game also went 
to Davis and high individual 
series was bowled by H. Bissell 
with a 562. 

Hedgehoppers took both high 
team game and high team series 
with an 870 and 2497 respectively. 

Season’s high to date go to 
Hedgehoppers’ 1004 score for 
team game honors with Control 
Surfaces’ 947 score in second 
place. 

High team series top bowlers 
are Writers with 2768 and Bottle 
Necks in second place with a 
2721. 

High season individual game 
record goes to Marty Moul with 
a 280 and high series winner to 
date is Lou Montanio with a 693. 

Ball Players Urged 
To Form Teams 

Calling all baseball players! 

It’s time to get teams together 
for CRA and city competition. 

Jack Brittain, softball and base¬ 
ball commissioner, asked Convair 
Fort Worth employees interested 
in playing ball this season to 
form their teams. 

Teams should select their man¬ 
ager and furnish the CRA office 
with a team roster, manager’s 
name, home and plant telephone 
number by March 1. 

Globe-Trotter Ducats 
Available at CRA 

The Harlem Globe-Trotters are 
back! 

Sunday, Feb. 13, the fast-mov¬ 
ing basketball group will stage 
its annual show at Will Rogers 
Coliseum. 

Tickets are available at the 
CRA office. Prices for the re¬ 
served seats are $2 and $2.50. 

Since the show is usually a 
sell-out, employees who want to 
attend are urged to buy their 
tickets as soon as possible. 


is CRA commissioner. 

At the meeting Jan. 29, plans 
were made for the coming base¬ 
ball season. 

Revisions in former rules were 
necessary, since Convair teams 
will not participate in Little 
League this year, due to a zon¬ 
ing technicality. 

Plans now are to form teams 
in River Oaks, White Settlement, 
Arlington Heights, West Ridglea, 
Poly and Riverside. 

All boys playing on these teams 
must be the sons of Convair 
Fort Worth employees or be mem¬ 
bers of the immediate family of 
Convair employees. 

Teams for 13 and 14 year-olds 
and 15 and 16 year-olds will also 
be formed. 

The 13 and 14 year-olds will 
be the CRA Teeners and the 15 
and 16 year-olds will be the CRA 
Jets. These are the same names 
the teams used last season. 


Teams for the older boys are 
open to all boys who formerly 
played with these groups and 
others who can qualify. 

The younger teams will play in 
the CRA Texas League and will 
be associated with the Fort Worth 
Recreation leagues. 

Boys interested in forming 
teams in Riverside or Poly—or 
adults or a group of adults in¬ 
terested in teams in these areas— 
should contact Peninger at MA- 
3540. 

Games for the 12 or under 
teams will be played at the CRA 
diamond at the CRA Ranch. 
Practice for the Teeners and Jets 
will also be at the ranch. 

A meeting will be held at 9 
a.m. Feb. 12 at the CRA Center, 
for managers, coaches, umpires 
and officers. 

Boys interested in signing up 
for the teams should contact the 
CRA office, SU-7311, ext. 5141. 



PLANS—This group of newly elected officers will plan CRA's 
junior baseball activity, with help of Al Lawley, commissioner. Left 
to right: Claude Hailey, R. A. Hintz, Lawley, W. A. Peninger and 
R. M. Kneifl. Teams will play in CRA Texas League. 
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CONVAIRIETY 


February 9, 1955 


U f ^ A I A T \I About a decade ago, Convair chose to plunge into the two-engine transport business. 

S 15 C C fl # \ I m ^5 St I w III # w O ■ S • • • Starting first with a commercial plane, the project developed military possibilities, too, 
and over the years Convair has built nearly 750 based on the model 240 and later the 340 designs. Photos illustrate the march of time. 



Top photo: the model 240 design lived on in the The 240 design also survived in the C-I3IA, 
military T-29s. The A models had four astrodomes, the the "Flying Samaritan" which now serves Military 
B and C only three. Air Transport Service. A "hospital" plane, it is 

Lower photo: this is the model D T-29 which is still equipped with litters for wounded as well as seats 

vair into ^he commercial field. It was a mighty expensive | coming off the lines at San Diego. This model is without (rearward facing) and can serve as a transport, 

step; but it is a truly great airplane. | astrodomes. Shown is lift and large rear cargo door. 


Top photo: the model I 10, forerunner to the model 240, 
shown in flight near San Diego. Notice the round windows. 

Lower photo: the model 240, the airplane that put Con- 



To keep up with commercial demands, 
Convair introduced the model 340. Shown 
above is the first United Airlines ship. 


The 340 design also had military adaptations. Shown above is | Still another based on the model 340 design was the 
the C-I3IB, called a "test bed" for electronic equipment. Note ! YC-131C, equipped with turboprop engines. Two of 
that it also has a large cargo door. [these, converted at Fort Worth, now serve MATS. 




is the C-I3ID, 
requirements as 


a model 
a transport 


340 adapted to Air 
, shown on SD flight 


Next new 340 type will be the R4Y, a transport for 
the U. S. Navy. This is the mockup at cargo door. 
Subassembly work is now in progress. 


And here is the last of the commercial model 340s on 
order, a REAL airplane. Shown are H. L. Berry and 
E. E. Rinks of Dept. 57. 


Variety of Military Planes Grow Out of Convair-Liner Designs 


(Continued from Page 3) 
weight, for example, was 36,000 
pounds, while the first model 240’s 
were 40,500, later increased.) 

Convair’s first model 240 
flew for the first time March 
16, 1947. American accepted its 
first ship Jan. 25, 1948, for 
pilot training, and the first 
fully licensed by CAA for pas¬ 
senger travel was turned over 
to the airline Feb. 23, 1948. On 
June 1 of that year the first 
model 240 went into regular 
service. The first foreign de¬ 
livery, to Trans-Australia Air¬ 
lines, left San Diego Aug. 25. 

Although usually known within 
Convair as model 240s, the air¬ 
planes were internationally known 


Convair Airlifting 
Project Recalled 

An interesting bit of Convair 
history was turned up during 
research for this Convair-Liner 
review. It involved a four- 
engine commercial transport 
built in 1944, called the XR2Y- 
1, which engaged in a joint 
Convair-American Airlines 
study into the feasibility of air 
lifting perishable crops (such 
as Imperial Valley produce) 
from the west to the east coast 
and returning with manufac¬ 
tured goods. (Incidentally, this 
project hauled the first air car¬ 
go of furniture from east to 
west.) The airplane design was 
abandoned when Convair elected 
to enter the two-engine field. 


as Convair-Liners. By the end of 
1948 Convair had completed 113 
and during 1949 brought this 
total to 178. 

Conscious of the possibilities of 
military as well as commercial 
business, Convair, meanwhile, had 
advanced the 240 design as a pos¬ 
sible Air Force trainer. The up¬ 
shot of this was the T-29. 

The first T-29s, known as 
model As, were not pressurized. 
They were navigational trainers 
for Air Force students and quick¬ 
ly picked up the name of “Flying 
Classrooms.” Chief distinguish¬ 
ing feature was the presence on 
top of the fuselage of four astro¬ 
domes through which students 
could practice taking sextant 
sights. The first T-29 flew Sept. 
22, 1949 and the first delivery 
was in February of 1950. 

Eventually, the early T-29As 
were returned to Convair for 
modification including the addi¬ 
tion of bombardier training aids 
and the installation of outer wing 
panel tanks. 

The next T-29 was the model B, 
materially changed by the addi¬ 
tion of pressurization. These had 
three astrodomes instead of four. 
The first flew Dec. 12, 1951. 

Next was the T-29C, distin¬ 
guished mainly by a power plant 
and interphone change. 

Latest T-29 is the D model. For 
this airplane astrodomes were 
eliminated by the adoption of pe- 
riscopic sextants. The plane is 
equipped to train bombardiers in 
both optical and radar bombing 


and some of the equipment dupli¬ 
cates that used in the B-36. 

Still another airplane based on 
the 240 design was the C-131A, 
called the “Samaritan.” This was 
an air evacuation transport for 
the Air Force. First announced 
in April, 1952, the first one flew 
March 5, 1954. 

Meanwhile, though trainer 
planes kept Convair in the two- 
engine business, Convair con¬ 
tinued to keep an eye on com¬ 
mercial possibilities and in De¬ 
cember of 1950 announced a 
new Convair-Liner, the model 


340. Larger (gross weight 
47,000 pounds) than the 240, 
the first 340 flew Oct. 5, 1951 
and the first production plane 
Jan. 18, 1952. United Air Lines 
accepted its first plane March 
28, 1952. 

Convair also saw military 
chances for the 340 and this led 
to the C-131B, built for the Air 
Force as a test bed for electronic 
equipment. The first flew Dec. 1, 
1954. 

Meanwhile, the Air Force also 
was interested in two model 340s 
to test out turboprops. Converted 


at Fort Worth to carry Allison 
T-56 power plants, the first plane 
flew May 20, 1954 and last month 
went into service for MATS. 
They are called the YC-131C. 

Still another version of the 
340 developed during 1954, a 
strictly transport type for the Air 
Force, was designated the C- 
131D. It flew July 28, 1954. 

The last in the current series, 
based on the model 340, is known 
as the R4Y. Also a transport ver¬ 
sion, this is being built for the 
U. S. Navy. Subassembly work 
has begun and mockup is in prog¬ 
ress on this contract. 

Still coming off San Diego pro¬ 
duction lines are: T-29Ds and Cs, 
C-131Bs, last of the C-131Ds, and 
the last two commercial 340s. 


All Ex-ATC Officers 
Asked to Check in 

Veterans of the Air Trans¬ 
port Command will hold their 
tenth reunion this week (Feb. 
11) in New York City. 

Efforts are being made to 
contact all former ATC officers 
in order that they may be indi¬ 
vidually informed on future 
events. All former officers now 
with Convair were asked to 
send their names, departments, 
addresses and period of ATC 
service to E. J. LeFevre, room 
740, Building 19, Convair San 
Diego. LeFevre can be reached 
by phone at San Diego on ext. 
277. 
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FW Will Build 
F-102 Trainer 
Components 

moA° nV j' r build a two-place trainer version of the F- 
Worth and S ° me ° f tllG components wil1 be built at Fort 

R. C. Sebold, vice president-engineering, made the an¬ 
nouncement last week, reporting that the “combat pro- 

Air Force tramer ^ been or dered into production bv the 

Conversion Begun 
On Four C-54s 


UP AND OVER—New traffic interchange will lift Convair Fort Worth traffic from Convair freeway 
up and over Camp Bowie and west-bound traffic on East-West freeway and let it down east-bound 
piant e<iWay tOWard toWn ' Span at far s,dc of P' clure wil1 carry traffic from freeway west-bound toward 


c x xv/xl, SA L NG—Guard L B ’ McD °nald found Convair 
Fort Worth drivers had it easy going toward entrance of plant last 
week. New asphalt topping smoothed out washboard effect in 
paving. 

Autumn Completion Predicted 
For Last Link in Road to Convair 


Convair Fort Worth employees 
will soon be driving to work over 
one of the most modern—and 
safest — traffic interchanges in 
.Texas. 

“If the weather improves,” 
said J. T. McNair, supervisor con¬ 
struction engineer on the project, 
“we hope to finish our work 
sometime in September or Octo- 


Original completion date for 
the last link was July 1, but 
shortage of steel beams and un- 

★ ★ ★ 


usually heavy rains have delayed 
construction crews considerably. 

Work now is about 68 per cent 
complete on the $1,250,000 job. 

Still to be done are: concrete 
paving, completion of south over¬ 
pass, curbs and gutters, gravel 
and asphalt for shoulders and 
grass sodding. 

The road will connect the east- 
west freeway and the Convair ac¬ 
cess road. It will feature the first 
three level crossing in the city. 

(Continued on Page 2) 
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Drivers Help Sought to Preserve 
New Surface on Entry Roadway 


Hutton Named 
AF Plant Rep. 

Lt. Col. Leonard J. Hutton next 
week will succeed Col. C. (Doc) 
Savage as Air Force plant repre¬ 
sentative at Convair Fort Worth. 

Savage is being transferred to 
the Air War College, Maxwell 
AFB, Ala. He has been plant 
representative since May, 1951. 

No stranger to Convair or to 
B-36s, Hutton once was a key fig¬ 
ure in one of the most dramatic 
incidents in B-36 history. It was 
while he was base pperations of¬ 
ficer at Carswell AFB. In that 
job he directed Carswell crash 
crews on March 26, 1947, when 
B. A. Erickson and Gus Green 
made an emergency landing in 
the XB-36. Though the plane’s 
landing gear was not working, 
they succeeded in landing the 
plane without further damage to 
the ship, and without injuries. 

“One of my most vivid recollec¬ 
tions of that day,” Hutton said, 
is the fact that neither Carswell 
nor Convair thought to have a 
wing jack handy. 

“And—as it turned out—that’s 
the one thing we really needed.” 

Hutton comes to Convair from 
San Antonio Air Materiel Area 
offices, where he had been pro¬ 
duction chief since October, 1953. 
In that job he had many contacts 
with Convair personnel of both 
Fort Worth and San Diego. 

(Continued on Page 2) 


Designated the TF-102A, it 
will be used for training pilots 
destined to fly the F-102A, the 
supersonic all-weather jet inter¬ 
ceptor which is under production 
at Convair San Diego’s Plant 2. 

Sebold said that certain sec¬ 
tions of the TF-102A will be fab¬ 
ricated at Fort Worth and ship¬ 
ped to San Diego for final as¬ 
sembly. Like the F-102A, the 
new trainer will be powered by 
a Pratt & Whitney J-57 turbojet 
engine with afterburner. 

Meanwhile, the first production 
model of the F-102A was trucked 
to Edwards Air Force Base last 
viieek from San Diego. Subse¬ 
quent airplanes, however, will go 
^ or operations 
functions, B. F. Coggan, Convair 
SD manager, indicated. Both Ed¬ 
wards AFB and Palmdale are 
near Lancaster, Calif., on the Mo¬ 
jave desert. Palmdale facilities’ 
currently are being expanded and 
improved in anticipation of in¬ 
creasing flight test acceptance 
activity there. 


Development and modernization 
department crews at Convair Fort 
Worth went into full swing this 
week on four C-54 transport 
planes to make them into air 
rescue craft. 

In development department, 
crews had completed a series of 
operations on the prototype of 
the four-engine transport. 

Equipment, fuel tanks, systems 
and instrument panels were pulled 
from the first ship as the first 
step in the modification program. 
The cargo door was also removed 
for modification to Air Force and 
Convair engineering-drawn speci¬ 
fications. 

In modernization department, 
work is under way on the first 
three production planes, accord¬ 
ing to E. E. Finch, manager. 

Besides changes, the ships also 
(Continued on Page 2) 


Old B-36 Tooling Moved 
To Make Way For B-58 

Convair Fort Worth crews this week were busy clean- 
mg out, clearing out and carrying out to make way for 
the future in general-and for work on the Iff new 
B-58 supersonic bomber in particular 

Out—or 


starting out soon 
was the last reminder of full-scale 
B-36 intercontinental bomber pro¬ 
duction: Convair-built tooling. 

Also out, or going fast, were 
all other items that helped in the 
B-36 program—except the equip¬ 
ment which can be used in new 
programs. 

And with another exception, 
too: tooling to build spare parts 
to maintain the AF’s B-36 fleet. 
That will be saved as long as it 
might be needed. 

“In the new B-58,” said 
August C. Esenwein, FW man¬ 
ager, “we’ve got one of the 
cleanest airplane designs in his¬ 
tory. 


Convair Fort Worth drivers 
had smooth sailing coming to¬ 
ward the Grant’s Lane entrance 
gate this week. 

And they can keep it that way 
if they’ll watch their P’s and 
Q’s. (That’s short for Pile-ups 
and Quick-stops.) 

The stretch between the free¬ 
way and the gate was smooth as 
glass after the state highway de¬ 
partment spent $9,600 to put 
down 16,000 tons of asphalt. 

“But it won’t stay that way,” 
warned J. P. Cooper, Tarrant 
County senior resident engineer, 
“unless Convair drivers treat it 
gentle. Especially in the sum¬ 
mer.” 

Convair drivers won’t have to 
be reminded of the shape the 


stretch was in before. It had a 
wash-board contour that came 
near to jarring your teeth loose. 
Especially if they’re false. 

“Reason for it is this,” said 
Cooper. “Asphalt is soft, as com¬ 
pared to concrete. When drivers 
slam on their brakes and skid to 
a stop, they roll up a bit of 
asphalt under their tires. 

“Multiply this a few thousand 
times over a period of a few hot 
days and you’ll have the wash¬ 
board again.” 

The remedy: begin to slow 
down gradually when you leave 
the concrete of the freeway. Then 
you won’t have to slam on your 
brakes as you near the gate. And 
you’ll continue to have smooth 
sailing—and fewer rattles and 
squeaks in the family car. 




“And we’re going to have one 
of the cleanest plants in the 

country — housekeeping-wise_ 

to do our work.” 

To achieve that, employees in 
June were busy moving stuff out 
--and cleaning up—from one end 
of the plant to the other, both in¬ 
side and out. 

With things put in order for 
the new programs, special efforts 
will be made to keep things in 
order. For that purpose, 41 mem¬ 
bers of supervision were named 
this week by Assistant Manager 
B. G. Reed as housekeeping moni¬ 
tors. 

“It will be their jobs—from 
here on out—to see that every¬ 
thing is kept in proper order in 
their areas,” said Reed. 

The clean-up effort went 
along two general lines at the 
same time: one, the job of dis¬ 
posing of unneeded B-36 jigs, 
fixtures and other tooling; and 
two, the general cleanup. 

B-36 tooling costing millions of 
dollars and dating back to the 
late 1940’s was being disposed of 
under direction of Chief Tool 
Engineer Ralph A. Fuhrer in con¬ 
tinuing negotiations with the Air 
Force. 

(Continued on Page 2) 


» EW , A f REP '~9 0 . 1 : C - ( D ° c ) Savage, right, welcomes new Air 
Force plant representative at Convair Fort Worth, Lt. Col. Leonard 

" in '' vc " s “° ciation 


Convair to Observe 
July 4th—as Usual 

All Convair divisions will sus¬ 
pend operations Monday, July 4, 
in observance of Independence 
Day. Only a skeleton security 
force and those employees noti¬ 
fied in advance will be required 
to work. 
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Seek Ch tried 

★ ★ Service Emblems ★ ★ 


FORT WORTH 

The following service emblems are 
due during the period July 1 through 
July 15: 

Fifteen-year: Dept. 6, C. W. Daw¬ 
son; Dept. 27, H. D. Roye. 

Ten-year: Dept. 4, E. E. McCollum, 
M. J. Penney; Dept. 6, H. H. Hooper; 
Dept. 8, J. F. Considine; Dept. 18, V. 

B. Jones; Dept. 22, S. I. Elrod, H. 
Kizer. 

Dept. 24, V. R. Kennedy; Dept. 25, 
W. Clark; Dept. 31, J. S. Carter, W. 
V. Warren, F. S. Williams; Dept. 47, 

C. Norman, J. A. Wood; Dept. 48, 
J. A. Jones, R. L. McKnight; Dept. 
50, B. P. Williams; Dept. 64, J. N. 
Ballard; Dept. 76, J. A. Frisbie; Dept. 
82, A. H. James. 

Five-year: Dept. 2, B. G. Reed; Dept. 
3, A. H. Foster; Dept. 6, T. E. Ander¬ 
son, A. Clemen, D. E. Collup, M. P. 
Keating, E. Lutzer, R. E. Matzdorff, 


Latest to wear 15-year emblems at 
Fort Worth are C. W. Dawson of Dept. 
6, left, and H. D. Roye of Dept. 27. 


Conversion Begun 
On Four C-54s 

(Continued from Page 1) 
are being repaired where neces¬ 
sary. 

“When more planes are here,” 
said Finch, “we’ll set them up on 
an assembly-line basis in the fac¬ 
tory. We expect to have eight 
stations from Col. 130 to the end 
of the building.” 

Convair was awarded a contract 
June 2 to convert the fleet of 
C-54s for use by the Air Force 
Air Rescue Service of Military 
Air Transport Service. 

When finished, the planes will 
bear the new designation SC-54 
denoting search plane, and be 
equipped with all the latest elec¬ 
tronic and navigational equip¬ 
ment. 


W. A. Orr, R. F. Swenson. 

Dept. 9, M. E. Courtney, C. E. 
Glenn; Dept. 11, J. F. LI era; Dept. 15, 

C. H. Nipper; Dept. 22, C. L. Graff; 
Dept. 24, C. W. Trollinger; Dept. 25, 
L. T. Bennett, A. R. Morris, C. Smith; 
Dept. 27, L. D. Park. 

Dept. 28, W. S. Hay, E. H. Smith; 
Dept. 31, H. E. Carter; Dept. 33, J. 
W. Rose; Dept. 48, G. W. Casey, H. D. 
Haller, C. E. Ledbetter, M. F. Sellers, 
T. M. Wilson. 

Dept. 64, R. W. Young, B. F. Yung 
Jr. ;'Dept. 74, H. E. Burks; Dept. 81, 
R. L. Chestnut, E. F. Looney, O. J. 
Roach; Dept. 93, M. C. Onken. 

Promotions 

FORT WORTH 

Promotions to and within supervision 
and professional and administrative ef¬ 
fective June 13 are: 

Dept. 4, Material: to buyer B, R. E. 
Curda. 

Dept. 6, Engineering: to aerophysics 
engineer, S. J. Abraham, M. E. Her¬ 
ring, G. K. Wood; to senior aerody¬ 
namics engineer, J. M. Bean; to aero¬ 
dynamics engineer, L. A. Bernhardi, 
J. A. McAnulty. 

To senior propulsion engineer, J. I. 
Gonzalez, I. B. Blackman, L. A. Evans, 
D; P. Hayes ; to senior systems installa¬ 
tion engineer, C. R. Cearley; to en¬ 
gineering writer, R. M. Crawford; to 
nuclear engineer, S. C. Dominey Jr. 

To design engineer, H. J. Durham, 
G. D. Lee, F. G. St. John ; to senior 
design engineer, R. E. French Jr., W. 
W. Jaderlund, F. W. Mielke, J. M. 
Pankonien. 

To senior test engineer, D. D. Harris, 
R. R. Loomis, W. C. Taylor; to senior 
structures engineer, J. M. Hayes; to 
group engineer, J. C. Roberts, M. F. 
Towsley ; to test engineer, R. H. Sum¬ 
ner, M. A. Romero, H. C. Watkins; to 
propulsion engineer, J.G. Torian. 

Dept. 24, Tooling: to tooling analyst, 

D. M. Altizer, Iv. G. Creed, R. H. 
Grawunder; to tool engineering control 
assistant supervisor, R. D. Cantrell. 

Dept. 27, Inspection-Production: to in¬ 
spection supervisor, H. C. Graham Jr., 
II. H. Treese. 

Dept. 28, Process Control: to process 
engineer, G. E. Owen. 

Dept. 29, Inspection-Modernization: to 
inspection supervisor, J. G. Bays. 

Dept. 31, Metal Forming: to assistant 
foreman, B. E. Laurent. 

Dept. 41, TF-102 Nose Assembly: to 
assistant foreman, E. F. Bruner, C. D. 
Guthery, L. D. Hughes, H. F. Kelley, 
J. H. Minshew. 

Dept. 48, Fuel and Oil Tank Sealing: 
to assistant foreman, D. W. Barritt, A. 
O. Chewning, J. E. Harper, E. Millican 
Jr. ; to foreman, H. L. Long. 

Dept. 77, Mechanical Subsystems: tc 
factory special assignment man, D. H. 
Anderson. 

Dept. 81, Tool Room and Fixtures: to 
tool manufacturing assistant foreman, 

E. G. Duff, G. C. Mann, L. B. Pipkin, 
W. W. Shiflett, A. D. Taube. 

Dept. 82, Pattern Shop: to tool manu¬ 
facturing assistant foreman, C. J. Baker, 
J. F. Cochran, E. I. Smallwood, W. O. 
Tyson. 


FW Moves Out 
B-36 Tooling 

(Continued from Page 1) 

That which might be needed 
later for B-36 spare parts was 
being stored. That needed to 
make B-36 spare kits now is being 
left in place. 

Tooling classed as no longer 
needed was being sorted by ma¬ 
terial department disposal crews 
into two lots: one, that which 
could be salvaged for use in new 
programs; and two, that which 
couldn’t be used and which had 
to go out the door. 

Items and materials turned up 
in the general cleanup were get¬ 
ting the same treatment, accord¬ 
ing to J. W. Doggett, salvage and 
disposal foreman. 

Trucks loaded with salvage 
pulling out of the south end of 
the plant almost hourly testify to 
some of the result. In the first 
two weeks of June, an average of 
20 truck loads daily went to sal¬ 
vage dealers. Loads included 
scrap aluminum and steel, plus 
lumber, packing boxes and waste 
paper. 

Salvage usually runs about 
1,000,000 pounds a month. In the 
month ending June 15, it was 
about 1,850,000 pounds. For this, 
Convair received about $63,000— 
which will go back to save Air 
Force funds. 

“At the same time, we saved 
everything possible that we might 
use in the future,” said Doggett. 

As an example, disposal crews 
salvaged about 10,000 pounds of 
an expensive ($1.54 a pound) 
metal used in tooling. In all, ma¬ 
terial department estimates that 
recoveries from tools will save 
more than $200,000. 


PASSING ERA—Welder C. A. Keis uses cutting torch to break 
up steel frames for salvage. It's part of "house cleaning" that 
involves moving out obsolete B-36 tooling. 


Lt. Col. Hutton Assigned 
To Convair as Plant Rep. 


Awards 


Dr. Salis Appointed 
To New Post at FW 

Promotion of Dr. A. E. Salis to 
senior aerophysics group engi¬ 
neer was announced this month 
by J. E. Goode, chief of aero¬ 
physics at Convair Fort Worth. 

Dr. Salis is 
responsible for 
all technical 
analysis on 
radar and mi¬ 
crowaves, auxil¬ 
iary and intelli¬ 
gence systems. 

A native of 
Boston, Dr. 
Salis received 
his bachelor 

Dr. A. E. Salis and master of 
science degrees in electrical engi¬ 
neering from Alabama Polytech¬ 
nic Institute and his Doctor of 
Philosophy degree in electrical 
engineering from Texas A & M. 

Dr. Salis has been with Con¬ 
vair for four years. 


FORT WORTH 

The following received employee sug¬ 
gestion awards totaling $1,001.85 for 
the period ending June 16: 

Dapt. 4, Material: J. W. Arendall. 
Dept. 15, Industrial Security: Mary 
E. Banker. 

Dept. 20, Traffic: T. G. Reaves, J. 
C. Vickers. 

Dept. 27, Inspection-Production: James 
A. Fox. 

Dept. 28, Process Control: Gerald F. 
Ferguson. 

Dept. 29, Inspection-Modernization: L. 
A. Wilson Jr. 

Dept. 30, Machine Shop: William L. 
Givens, Johnny Jackson. 

Dept. 31, Metal Forming: W. H. 

Lloyd. 

Dept. 40, Spares Assembly: W. F. 

Robbins. 

Dept. 48, Fuel and Oil Tank Sealing: 
Wayne C. Haun. 

Dept. 65, Development Manufacturing: 

M. B. Robertson. 

Dept. 73, Electrical Bench: T. C. 

Wallace, P. H. Kendrick. 

Dapt. 75, Electronics: Leonard D. 

Brawner. 

Dept. 81, Tool Room and Fixtures: H. 

N. Harrison. 

Dept. 94, Modernization: Robert Bruce 
Brummitt, E. J. Sharp. 


Completion by Fall 
Seen For Road Link 

(Continued from Page 1) 
There are only two others in the 
state of Texas. 

According to McNair, the three- 
level section will be located near 
the intersection of Horne and 
Camp Bowie Blvd. 


(Continued from Page 1) 

A native of Bristol, Va., Hutton 
completed training at Maxwell 
AF Base in 1941, after which he 
served as a B-17 and B-24 pilot 
in Central America. In 1948 and 
1949, he attended the Air Force 
Institute of Technology at 
Wright-Patterson AF Base and 
earned a B.S. in industrial man¬ 
agement. 

From September of 1950 until 
October of 1953 he served in the 
Pentagon in the Aircraft Produc¬ 
tion Coordination office. He rep¬ 
resented the AF’s Deputy Chief 
of Staff—Materiel. 

Hutton plans to locate his fam¬ 
ily, Mrs. Hutton and their 10- 


Nine Tons of New Glass Panes 
Installed in Convair FW Bldg. 


'More Entertainment' 
Keynote of Meeting 

Convair Fort Worth Manage¬ 
ment Club will “keep it simple” 
at the July meeting at Ridglea 
Country Club. 

The group will meet at noon on 
Saturday, July 30, for “more en¬ 
tertainment, a longer social hour 
and less business,” according to 
L. C. Calhoun, program chairman. 

A light luncheon will be served 
buffet style. Tickets will be on 
sale for $1. Members who wish 
to attend the business session 
only will not need tickets, Cal¬ 
houn said. 


Deaths 


FORT WORTH 

CARTER—Charles Ralph, 48, Dept. 
31, died June 16. Survivors are: wife, 
two daughters, a mother, seven brothers 
and three grandchildren. 

MORGAN—Martin Leonard, 50, Dept. 
91, died June 12. Survivors are wife, 
a son, two daughters and two grand¬ 
children. 

SMITH—James B., 65, Dept. 31, died 
June 11. Survivors are three daughters, 
a son, four sisters, two brothers and 
a grandson. 

STAILEY—William Henry, 46, Dept. 
63, died June 11 after being stricken 
with a heart attack while at work. 
Survivors are wife, a daughter, his 
father, three brothers, five sisters. 


Nine tons of specially treated 
glass gave Convair Fort Worth’s 
electronics building both a beauty 
treatment and a sturdier consti¬ 
tution this month. 

The glass was used in new 
windows installed by plant engi¬ 
neering crews. It replaces crack¬ 
ed and boarded up windows on all 
but the south side of the building. 

The old windows cracked due to 
high winds and frequent vibration 
from revved-up B-36 engines on 
the flight line. 

“We took this into considera¬ 
tion when we designed the win¬ 
dow areas and ordered glass for 
the panes,” said Frank Hartman, 
plant engineering employee on 
the project. 

“We had a special size Thermo¬ 
pane glass made to order. We 
think it will do the trick.” 

The blue-tinted glass panels are 


Births 


FORT WORTH 

BUNNELL—Twins, son and ’daughter, 
Kent Clyde, 6 lbs. 9% oz., Karen 
Frances, 8 lbs. 6 oz., born May 30 to 
Mr. and Mrs. Clyde Bunnell, Dept. 25-3. 

BURROWS—Son, Richard Francis, 7 
lbs. 12% oz., born June 15 to Mr. and 
Mrs. R.~ F. Burrows, Dept. 6-5. 

HINDS—Son, Jack Douglas, 7 lbs. 12 
oz., born June 5 to Mr. and Mrs. B. 
J. Hinds, Dept. 6-7. 

SUTTON—Daughter, Brenda Nell, 8 
lbs. 10 oz., born June 6 to Mr. and 
Mrs. H. D. Sutton, Dept. 41. 


* CcHVairietif ★ 
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nearly six feet wide and six feet 
four inches high. They are made 
of two separate pieces of special 
heat-absorbing insulated glass 
mounted with a half inch space 
between panes. 

Sixty-eight units of glass were 
mounted in the 24 openings 
around the building. Actual win¬ 
dow area of the building is 35 
per cent less though, because 
windows have been lowered 40 
inches from the ceiling. This area 
was filled in with a steel frame¬ 
work covered with an aluminum 
compound and backed with insula¬ 
tion. 

The electronics building is the 
only one on the reservation with 
a considerable amount of window 
area. The windows make it pos 
sible to test radar, and to perform 
other electronic work in the 
building. 


NEW LOOK—Smaller windows are being installed in electronics 
building at FW. Original panes cracked under stress of high winds 
and B-36 engine vibration. 


year-old daughter, Libby, in Fort 
Worth as soon as possible. 

★ ★ ★ 

Savage Close to 
B-36 For Decade 

The man who has “lived” with 
B-36s longer than any other offi¬ 
cer in the U. S. Air Force—Col. 
C. (Doc) Savage—was getting 
ready to say goodbye to Convair 
Fort Worth this week. 

His association with the B-36 
goes back to August, 1946, when 
he was B-36 project officer at 
Air Materiel Command, Wright- 
Patterson AF Base, Dayton, Ohio. 
That was the same month the 
first B-36—the historic experi¬ 
mental model — made its first 
flight. 

“And I’ve been with B-36s ever 
since,” said Savage. 

He came to Convair Fort Worth 
as assistant plant representative 
in December, 1950, and was ad¬ 
vanced in May, 1951. 

“I’d like to express my appre¬ 
ciation for all the help I’ve had 
in those years,” Savage said this 
week. “This means all the co¬ 
operation I’ve had from Convair 
people, from the Air Force and 
civilian personnel who have served 
with me—and, of course, from all 
other AF branches with which we 
have worked so closely. 

“All in all, this spirit of gener¬ 
ous cooperation made my tour of 
duty at Convair Fort Worth a 
source of pleasure and gratifica¬ 
tion.” 

He remembers as probably his 
“biggest boot” the first B-36 
long-range mission he flew. It 
was B-36 No. 10. Savage and the 
crew took off at 7 a.m. on Thurs¬ 
day, May 13, 1948, and landed at 
7:15 p.m. on Friday, May 14. 

“In between, we flew to the 
west coast and back three times— 
without refueling,” said Savage. 
“If I ever had any misgivings as 
to the importance of the B-36, I 
lost them then!” 

A senior rated pilot, Savage 
spent many of those hours at 
B-36 controls—as he did later on 
many other flights. 

“My greatest feeling of ac¬ 
complishment, however,” he said, 
“was early in 1952. That was 
when B-36 production was at its 
highest—and the contractor had 
about 31,400 people at work.” 

Savage graduated at the Uni¬ 
versity of Alabama in 1938 and 
was commissioned in February, 
1941. He went under secret or¬ 
ders to the Philippines, arriving 
in Manila two weeks before the 
Jap attack on Pearl Harbor. 

As a prisoner, he made the 
infamous “death march” and was 
liberated by the Russians from a 
Manchurian prison camp in Au¬ 
gust, 1945. 
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CONVAIR AT TEST CENTER—More and more Convair is claiming small 
"colonies" located far from home base. Photos above were taken at Naval Ordnance 
Test Station, China Lake, Calif., where some seven Pomona families are assigned as 
well as a number of "bachelors." At top left are Mike Ross, group engineer; C. G. 
Sindelar, field representative, and Joan Raber (only won.an on Convair staff at 


NOTS). Top right shows Capt. R. F. Sellars, USN. executive officer of NOTS, with 
Ross, R. W. Wollenweber, E. C. Powers, and Sindelar. Community spirit is strong 
at NOTS and there are frequent home parties (left center] and at noon the Officers' 
Club pool is an attraction (center, below). Home activities include cards and 
hobbies such as model building. 



Convair Testing at China Lake Began 
With Lark, Continues With Terrier 


Convair is rapidly gaining the 
status of a “senior citizen” at 
the U. S. Naval Ordnance Test 
Station at China Lake, Calif. 

Since 1947 Convair has been 
conducting and assisting with 
guided missile testing and evalua¬ 
tion programs at the station. 
First it was Convair San Diego 
with the Lark. More recently— 
and currently—it has been Con¬ 
vair Pomona with the Terrier. 

At present all Convair activi¬ 
ties are coordinated through Con¬ 
vair Pomona engineering depart¬ 
ment’s field operations office, lo¬ 
cated in the Michelson Labora¬ 
tory, the station’s central research 
center. The company also has an¬ 
other office in the actual testing 
area. 

“Our coordination also ex¬ 
tends to phases of evaluation 
programs currently being con¬ 
ducted by the U. S. Navy, the 
U. S. Marine Corps and the 
U. S. Army,” M. S. Roberts, 
engineer in charge of field 
operations, said. 

“Many different kinds of talent 
are required to support these 
programs, and consequently our 
staff at NOTS is drawn from 
many functions in engineering 
and other departments. The num¬ 
ber of ‘on station’ personnel 
fluctuates between 15 and 40.” 

Mike Ross, flight test group 
engineer, is in overall charge of 
the Convair group at NOTS and 
is responsible for all Convair 
testing. C. G. Sindelar is the 
resident field service engineer at 
present, and is responsible for 
functions related to the assistance 
and coordination of Convair 
activities in the Navy Bureau of 
Ordnance evaluation program. 

Joan Raber has the distinc¬ 
tion of being the only woman 
on the Convair staff. Inciden¬ 
tally, she was recently married 
to Jack Raber, a Convair engi¬ 
neer at NOTS. 

The Convair working day be¬ 
gins at 7 a.m., and, with an hour 
for lunch, ends at 4 p.m. First 


event of the day is the “7:10 
meeting,” a briefing on the day’s 
activities, etc., usually presided 
over by Mike Ross. It is attended 
by all Convair people on the sta¬ 
tion. 

NOTS is located in the Indian 
Wells Valley in the northern part 
of the Mojave Desert, approxi¬ 
mately 140 miles northwest of 
Pomona. Just outside the main 
gate of the station is Ridgecrest, 
a busy town of approximately 
5,000. Mountain ranges surround 
the entire valley. 

In the summer the temperature 
frequently soars to well over 100 
degrees, and windstorms are fre¬ 
quent. A visitor^ first impres¬ 
sion of the area is not apt to be 
favorable—until he meets and 
talks to the people who work 
there. 

Then, if he keeps an open 
mind, he will usually find him¬ 


self becoming adapted to the life 
there in an amazingly short time. 

Mike Ross, incidentally, is a 
one-man chamber of commerce 
for the area. He has been there 
for eight years and says he 
wouldn’t want to live elsewhere. 
A brief tour of the area with 
Ross, accompanied by a running 
commentary, is usually enough to 
convince the most unbelieving. 

Lunch and a swim at the Offi¬ 
cers Club is a daily routine in the 
summer for many Convair people 
on the base. The club is also the 
center of many social activities 
and there are many private par¬ 
ties and opportunities for recrea¬ 
tion both on the station and off. 

The station offers a theater, 
bowling alley, a nine-hole golf 
course and a driving range, and 
many sports and hobby clubs. 
Many of these facilities are dup- 
(Continued on Page 8) 


Plant Layout Problems 
Solved in Miniature by 
Using a Modern Lilliput' 

Modern day “Gullivers” working in a “Lilliputian” 
world are helping solve F-102 production layout problems 
long before they occur at Convair San Diego’s Plant 2 . 

Industrial engineers are the 


engineers are 
“Gullivers” and their “Lilliput” 
is a scale model layout of major 
assembly areas (Buildings 2 and 
3) at Plant 2. 

Open at the top, the one-eighth 
scale model includes miniatures 
of all machines and fixtures used 
in F-102 production. Even over¬ 
head cranes are made to cover 
only their normal range in vari¬ 
ous parts of each building. 

And everything is visible in 
that all important third dimen¬ 
sion! 

“This added dimension helps 
us eliminate many ‘bugs’ which 
hide in drawings or blueprints,” 
said A. N. Ballard, chief of 


CHESS GAME—Figuring out plant layout for F-102 at San Diego are R. A. McClernan 1 C. M. Coole 
and A. W. Pisarchik, all Dept. 8. Carefully contrived model is duplicate of conditions faced at Plant 
2 SD. 


manufacturing planning and 
methods at Plant 2. “Too, the 
ease with which the layout can 
be rearranged helps us to ex¬ 
periment until we find the right 
answer to*any problem.” 

Under construction for about 
three months, the layout is a com¬ 
bined effort of industrial engi¬ 
neers who designed it, plant engi¬ 
neering’s wood shop which made 
a number of the fixtures, the 
model shop that turned out plas¬ 
tic models and various factory 
and tooling departments who 
helped in a number of ways. 

Practically everything in the 
layout came from scrap materials. 
It is mounted on two discarded 
blackboards, the upper floors and 
doors are made of tinted plastic 
sheet, the pipes and tubing of 
medical swab sticks, the offices 
and rest rooms of wooden blocks, 
the tool cribs of screen wire and 
the cranes and building supports 
of aluminum. 

Ballard listed the layout’s ad¬ 
vantages over conventional draw¬ 
ings. Included were: more ac¬ 
curate planning since any change 
that can be accomplished on the 
model will obviously work in the 
shop; improving perspective by 
working out clearances of ob¬ 
stacles and projections on ma¬ 
chinery; determining utilization 
of floor space and the best pos¬ 
sible way of directing the flow 
of parts and materials within 
each area or department; and 
providing an accurate means of 
briefing. 

“We feel the layout has been a 
tremendous help and will be even 
more important in any future 
planning or changes brought 
about by the modern complexity 
of aircraft manufacturing,” Bal¬ 
lard added. 
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RUB-A-DUB—FW's engineering test lab demonstrates how GRB-36 hydraulic reservoir gets a going 
over to spot any weakness. At rest in photo at left, picture at right shows rig in motion after Bob 
Adel has thrown the switch. 


'Shake, Rattle and Roll' of Flight 
Simulated With Test Rigs at FW 


Jive-happy teenagers across the 
country are dancing to a fast 
number called “ Shake, Rattle and 
Roll.” 

The same words—shake, rattle 
and roll—have a definite—but 
different—meaning in Convair 
Fort Worths engineering test 
lab. At FW it's known as vibra¬ 
tion, one of the problems that 
must be considered in the build¬ 
ing of any airplane because of the 
constant shake and motion in 
flight. 

One of the more important 
“shake and roll” tests is on the 


Plant Engineering 
At SD Ties up Lead 
In Safety Contest 

Plant engineering for the first 
time this year broke into the 
winner’s circle in the continuing 
safety contest at Convair SD 
during May, tying with three 
other functions for top honors. 

Supt. J. W. Vint and his plant 
engineering groups from both 
plants worked 200,190 manhours 
without an injury. 

Also posting perfect records 
were tool manufacturing depart¬ 
ments (401, 403, 406, 407) under 
Supt. R. S. Watt; 340 final and 
major departments (37, 52, 55, 
56) under Supt. J. F. Glenn and 
T-29 final (35) under Gen. Fore¬ 
man C. F. Uhl. 


Convair Daughter, 4, 
Killed in Collision 

Vickie Lynn Cox, four-year-old 
daughter of Gilbert L. Cox of 
Convair Fort Worth, was fatally 
injured June 17 in a truck-auto¬ 
mobile collision. 

Also seriously injured was 
Cox’s wife, driver of the car at 
the time. 

Cox was on his way to Fort 
Worth from Alamogordo, N. M., 
where the material department 
employee was working on a clas¬ 
sified project. He had no knowl¬ 
edge of the accident until he ar¬ 
rived in Fort Worth. 

The Cox family was in Fort 
Worth visiting with Mrs. Cox’s 
family. 



“Sleep! Sleep! Sleep! Is that 
all you fellows ever do?” 


main hydraulic reservoir for the 
GRB-36. It’s done with a tank 
mounted in a huge framework 
that rocks and rolls about 18 
times a minute—as it might on a 
rough flight. 

As the tank rocks it also is 
shaken up and down about one- 
sixteenth of an inch 2,000 times a 
minute. 

Since the tank is almost full of 
a red liquid, any cracks that 
might develop during the 25-hour 
testing period are easily noticed 
as the bright liquid leaks out. 

Testing finished, the tank is re¬ 
moved, cut open and carefully 
examined for interior breaks. 

“If a tank can withstand a con¬ 
centrated test like this,” said Dr. 
N. H. Simpson, chief of engineer¬ 
ing test laboratories, “we feel 
sure it can take the constant vib¬ 
ration of high speed aircraft.” 

This same type of vibration is 
used to determine the best type of 
fastener that might be used in 
production and test lab employees 
now are experimenting with a 
bolt that needs no nut. Plans are 
to use it for structural panels on 
the wing of the B-58. 


Jitie If ear* flyc... 

Following are brief excerpts from 
Convairiety of five years ago: 


J. V. Naish named Convair vice 
president—contracts. 

* * * 

Queen Juliana and Prince Bern- 
hard. of the Netherlands choose 
KLM Convair-Liner for official 
visit to France by air. 

* * * 

Convair FW gets latest type 
Link trainer for pilot training. 

* * * 

Dale Marks of Convair SD sets 
new yellowtail record with 50- 
pound, three-ounce catch. 

* * * 

More than 400 attend annual 
picnic held by Convair Dainger- 
field. 

* * * 

“Gondolas” utilized in hauling 
B-36 parts via rail between Con¬ 
vair FW and SD. 

* * * 

Wing tanks installed on Con- 
vair-Liners bought by Indonesian 
Airlines to increase transport’s 
range. 

* * * 

B. G. Reed named superintend¬ 
ent of maintenance at Convair 
FW. 


SD Gets a Glimpse at Pearce Arrow 
Of 1931 , Original Mileage: 40,000 


(For picture, see page 5) 
Ralph McQuoid, RCA field 
representative, last week drove 
a 1931 Pearce Arrow into Con¬ 
vair SD’s Plant 1 and caused a 
mild commotion. 

To the younger generation it 
was a curiosity. To the middle- 
aged it was nostalgic. Remem¬ 
ber 1931? Hoover was presi¬ 
dent; Knute Rockne died that 
year; the national debt was a 
mere 16.5 billion; the entire 
Army Air Corps numbered no 
more than 14,485! 

The Pearce Arrow showed its 
age far less than did some of 
the spectators. It’s much the 
same as when it came off the 
production line, save for two 
new tires (7.50s at $50 apiece!), 
a new battery and new rings 
and valves (standard Chevro¬ 


let). 

McQuoid bought the car on 
the east coast in 1952 from the 
estate of an elderly couple. It 
had been driven 27,000 miles 
and stored. He has since added 
13,000 so the speedometer now 
reads little more than 40,000, 
original mileage. 

Chauffeurs were popular 
when the Pearce was built and 
the upholstery is arranged ac¬ 
cordingly, leather in front and 
rich woolen fabric in back. The 
rear windows all have curtains 
that can be rolled down! Also 
there are a number of fancy 
gadgets, such as two vanities 
with lighted mirrors and acces¬ 
sories. 

McQuoid drove the car across 
country, averaging 10 miles per 
gallon. 


Fix-a-Toy Project Gets an Early Start at FW 
With Gift of Playthings For Xmas Project 


(For picture, see page 5) 

Convair Fort Worth’s Fix-a- 
Toy program got an early start 
this month. 

Three large boxes of toys were 
donated to the Convair FW Man¬ 
agement Club’s annual Fix-a-Toy 
program by The Fair in Fort 
Worth. 

Though many of the toys were 
broken, they will be put in first- 
class condition to be given to 
needy children at Christmas time. 

Actual work—repairing and re¬ 
painting toys—is not expected to 
get under way until late this fall. 

The Fix-a-Toy idea was origi¬ 
nated in 1953 by Guy Nesbitt of 
sanitation. Last year FW Man¬ 


agement Club sponsored the pro¬ 
ject. Club members and Convair 
Fort Worth employees worked 
4,000 hours repairing toys that 
were delivered to more than 3,000 
needy children in Fort Worth. 


Hamer Installed as 
SD Post Commander 

Two Convair SD men will be 
installed as officers of San Diego 
Post 6, American Legion, at the 
group’s Aug. 4 installation cere¬ 
monies. 

E. A. Hamer (Dept. 10) is the 
new Post commander, while Dale 
Pohling (Dept. 524) becomes sec¬ 
ond vice commander. 


Dangerous Game 

'Hi-Fi' Expert Warns: Don't Listen 
Unless Willing to be Trapped! 


Convair Pomona’s Martin V. 
Itiebert has advice for those who 
enjoy good recorded music: never 
listen to a “high fidelity” repro¬ 
duction system unless prepared to 
pay the price. 

“The odds are high that anyone 
with a discerning ear will never 
again be satisfied with a conven¬ 
tional record player, once he has 
been exposed to ‘hi fi,’ ” Kiebert 
said. “The price will usually be 
a ‘hi fi’ system of his own, if and 
when he can afford it. And, there 
is hope for even the most budget 
minded in this respect. 

“Unless a person has an ex¬ 
ceptionally critical ear, the cost of 
‘hi fi’ need not be prohibitive,” 
he continued. “A workable sys¬ 
tem ‘can be built from pre-assem- 
bled components for as little as 
$135, and this cost can be cut 
down even more if the person 
buys kits or parts and assembles 
them himself. 

“But on the other hand, if the 
listener is a perfectionist he 
can spend hundreds of dollars 
and perhaps never be complete¬ 
ly satisfied with his installa¬ 
tion. The cost is entirely up to 
the individual.” 

Kiebert is currently assisting 
with the organization of a “hi fi” 
club at Convair Pomona. Mem¬ 
bership is open to all employees 
interested in better reproduction 
of recorded music. Members will 
exchange information and assist 
each other in building “hi fi” sys¬ 
tems. There are no requirements 
or restrictions for membership,* 
but elementary knowledge of elec¬ 
tronics and the ability to follow 
simple radio circuits will be help¬ 
ful. 

Next meeting of the club will 
be at 8 pun. July 8 at the Pomona 


CRA Clubhouse. 

High fidelity, as the name im¬ 
plies, is an electronics system 
that faithfully reproduces record¬ 
ed—or broadcast—matter. 

“Listening to good ‘hi fi’ is 
about the closest approach to sit¬ 
ting tenth row center at a musi¬ 
cal event,” Kiebert said. 

This is usually accomplished by 
the use of a larger and better- 
design speaker system, the use of 
a record turntable or tape record¬ 
er with a more constant speed, 
and the selection of other com¬ 
ponents with more adequate cir¬ 
cuits. 

Kiebert, who is assistant to the 
chief engineer — technical at 
Pomoma, first became interested 
in “hi fi” while working as a 
technician and organist for a 
Portland, Ore., radio station in 
1931. As a musician he wasn’t 
satisfied with the available 
methods of music reproduction, 

and as an engineer he set out to 
do something about the problem. 
He has been interested in the 

subject both professionally and 

as a hobby ever since. 

About a dozen articles on vari¬ 
ous phases of “hi fi,” written by 
Kiebert, have been published, and 
he is responsible for many de¬ 
velopments and improvements in 
circuits, etc. He designed and 

directed construction of the first 
high fidelity broadcasting station 
in the Pacific Northwest (KIRO, 
Seattle). 

Kiebert also has a word of 
warning to prospective “hi fi” 
enthusiasts. Hi fi at its best is 
necessarily louder than conven¬ 
tional systems, and it is wise, 
in the case of the married fan, 
to have a clear understanding 
of this fact with the wife. 



MUSIC MAKER—Martin V. Kiebert of Convair Pomona, a "hi-fi" 
pioneer, adjusts his music reproduction system that is the next best 
thing to "10th row center." 


'Sewing With Staples' Adds Greater Resistance 
To Firewall Curtains Produced at FW 


(For picture, see page 5) 

A stitch in time will save a lot 
more than nine—if the stitch is a 
staple. 

That’s the thinking now at Con¬ 
vair Fort Worth when it comes 
to making aircraft firewall cur¬ 
tains doubly safe. 

New machines put into opera¬ 
tion recently in the finishing de¬ 
partment actually stitch staples 
instead of regular sewing 
machine-type stitches. 

“The machines have a very de¬ 
finite purpose,” said George Allen 
of finishing department. “They 
provide a sort of fire insurance 
for firewall curtains. 

“If a fire breaks out, fabric 
stitches last but a minute. But 
the fire would have to be plenty 
hot to melt steel. By stitching 
these curtains with staples, we 
make them as fire proof as we 
can.” 

The machines operate like an 
ordinary sewing machine with one 
exception. They have no bobbin. 

Operators feed the stainless 
steel curtains under the presser 
foot. In the meantime, a stainless 


steel wire is going through other 
mechanism above the presser foot. 

The wire is cut to the proper 
length, embedded in the material 
and the ends turned down so the 
stitch locks like a staple—all 
automatically. 

The stitchers were designed for 
Convair Fort Worth for work on 
SAM-SAC B-36 work, and on 
special development projects now 
under way. 

Convair Vacationers 
Injured in Collision 

Vacation plans for the family of 
L. H. “Chick” Allen, tooling de¬ 
partment foreman at Convair 
Fort Worth, ended in near trag¬ 
edy in Alabama this month. 

The Allen family car collided 
with another near Selma on June 
11 . 

Most seriously injured Was Mrs. 
Allen. She suffered severe face 
injuries and a broken arm. Plas¬ 
tic surgery will be required. Stan, 
their son, suffered a brain concus¬ 
sion and ‘Ann, 15, minor bruises. 
Allen had lacerations and bruises. 
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Convair's Cameras Hit News Highlights From Tokyo to Fort Worth 





‘ 






(1) Converted war surplus anti-aircraft searchlight makes 
solar furnace at Convair SD1 The 60-inch mirror is faced to 
sun and high temperatures thus generated are used in testing 
materials for aircraft and missiles. 

(2) During recent trip to Japan, John Jay Hopkins, chair¬ 
man and president of General Dynamics Corporation, was 
guest of prime minister. Left to right: Lawrence R. Hafstad, 
Dr. Ernest O. Lawrence, Vernon M. Welsh, Hopkins, Frank 
Matsumato (deputy secretary of Japanese cabinet), Prime 
Minister Hatoyama, Matsutaro Shoriki. Object was to ex¬ 
plain possibilities of atomic power for industrial uses. 

(3) These Dept. 74 people at Fort Worth are sewing with 
steel. New machines stitch staples into fire barrier curtains. 
Left to right, Helen Murray, Jeraldine Cuttrell, Alma Cham¬ 
berlain, Opal Haggard and "Pat" Patterson, assistant fore¬ 
man. Tables are high (49 inches) for efficiency. Story on 
page 4. 

(4) Curious admire 1931 Pearce-Arrow at SD. At right is 
owner, Ralph McQuoid. Story on page 4. 

(5) SD Management Club at SD got a lift from these 

Bldg. 2, Plant 2 girls this month who added feminine touch 
to raffle ticket sales. Left to right: Lou White, Cecile 
Carter, Hazel Herring, Catherine Law, Bette Rew, Berniece 
Isom, Delpha Hesslebarth. 

(6) These three AF pilots have logged more than 100 

hours in Convair's YC-I3IC turboprop. Left to right, Capt. 
James M. Rives, Maj. Lyle D. Crawford, Maj. William R. 

Stanton.—AF photo. Story on page 8. 

(7) Mating of last T-29 at SD was occasion for informal 
lunchtime parties recently. This was day shift scene. 

(8) SD Manager B. F. Coggan congratulates graduating 

apprentices. Left to right: Coggan, Terence S. Hornidge, 
tool & die & jig builder; Robert G. Clayton, aircraft ma¬ 
chinist; D. W. Engebrctson, aircraft electrical. 

(9) Christmas got an early start last week at Fort Worth 
where a load of toys arrived for Management Club's Fix-a-Toy 
program. Sue Ballard of contracts inspects a parasol. Toys 
were donated by The Fair stores. 

(10) Another T-29 mating scene, this time on night shift. 

(11) In Dept. 35 SD, L. A. Goblado, left, owes profound 
thanks to R. Geek, safety committeeman. Goblado was using 
snake extension on drill and had momentarily taken off his 
safety goggles. Geek reminded him; and two minutes later 
drill broke, cracking lensl Goblado escaped injury. 
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1,000 Convair Employees Flock to CRA Ranch For Annual Juneteenth Celebration 



FUN FOR ALL—Convair Fort Worth employees had a ball on June 18 when they 
celebrated Juneteenth Day at the CRA Ranch. They rode horses—and some even 
doubled up for rides. Or tney rode the hay-wagon around the ranch. Others pitched 


horseshoes or washers. They watched a rodeo. They drank soft drinks and ate 
plenty of barbecue. It was a big day and 1,000 employees and members of their 
families enjoyed it as they celebrated annual Juneteenth Day. 


Soft Drinks, Hay Rides, Games 
Offer Amusement to Families 


A whopping success . . . 

That was Convair Fort Worth’s 
annual Juneteenth party for em¬ 
ployees held this year on June 
18 at the CRA Ranch. 

The youngsters enjoyed plen¬ 
ty of soft drinks, rides around the 
ranch in a hay wagon, swings, 
slides and games they played. 

Adults pitched washers and 
horseshoes, played baseball and 
rode horses. 

At 5 p.m. a rodeo was staged 
for the spectators. They saw an 
hour-long show of action-packed 
cowboy riding and roping. 

At 6 p.m. they all lined up for 
a barbecue dinner served with all 
the trimmings. 

According to Bill Parrish, 
chairman of the recreation com¬ 


mittee, approximately 1,000 em¬ 
ployees and members of their 
families attended the annual 
party. 

Broyles, Cunningham 
To Play at Casino 

Two top local bands will play 
at the Lake Worth Casino next 
month—and Convair Fort Worth 
employees can dance to them at 
reduced rates. 

All they need is a ticket from 
the CRA office or department 
clerk, ID card and 50 cents per 
person. 

Curley Broyles will play on 
July 2 and Tommy Cunningham 
will play -on July 9. 



ENTRANTS—Nancv Bobbifte, of engineering, left, and Mick 
Novotny, of personnel, are two entrants from Convair Fort Worth 
in Miss Fort Worth Contest. Contest will be staged July I at Will 
Rogers Coliseum. Photos by Tri-Photos. 




Would-be artists now have a 
chance to develop their talent 
through CRA’s new art activity. 

The group meets from 7 to 9:30 
p.m. each Thursday at the Fort 
Worth Art Center Studio, ac¬ 
cording to E. D. Weimer, art com¬ 
missioner. 

Local artists and art instruc¬ 
tors will meet with the group 
each week to demonstrate art 
technics and help budding artists 
with their problems. 

“If there’s something that ap¬ 
peals to you, or some phase of 
art you’d like to learn about, come 
out and join us.” 

Further information about the 
activity is available from Weimer 
at ext. 3123. 


Square Dance Class 
To Start July 11 

New beginners square dance 
classes will get under way July 
11, Ross Carney, CRA square 
dancing commissioner, reported 
this week. 

The new classes will meet from 
7 to 8 p.m. each Monday at North- 
side Recreation Building. 

Carney, veteran square dance 
caller, will instruct the classes 
and do the calling. The Denton 
Playboys will provide the music. 

There is no charge for instruc¬ 
tions. Further information about 
the classes is available at the 
CRA office, ext. 5141 or from 
Carney, ext. 3155. 


Model Airplane—Glider Variety- 
May be Boon to Convair Builder 

A man-sized glider may prove to be a ticket to Germany 
for Jesse Shepherd, Convair Fort Worth engineering em¬ 
ployee. 

The glider is one that Shepherd built—a model that 
put him in a winners berth in regional finals of world-wide 


model airplane competition. 

Shepherd was a winner this 
month in the regional competi¬ 
tion in Arlington. Next step is 
finals which will be staged in 
Indianapolis July 8, 9 and 10. 

If Shepherd wins there, he’ll 
receive an expense paid trip to 
Germany where he’ll compete 
with other modelers from all 
over the world as a member of 
the United States team. 

The annual meet is being held 
in Germany, this year under the 
auspices of the United States. 

Three classes of planes will 
compete in the event: gas pow¬ 
ered, rubber powered and gliders. 
Four man teams for each class 
will be named in Indianapolis. 

Shepherd came through in fly¬ 
ing colors at the regional meet, 
even though unable to fly his own 
plane after a bout of illness. 

“It’s the plane that counts 
though,” said Shepherd, “not the 


person flying it. So I asked Carl 
Hermes to fly for me. 

“There was a point when we 
weren’t sure we’d make it. We 
had to keep the glider up for at 
least a minute. We did—-with a 
little to spare—enough to place.” 

Flying a glider is pretty tricky 
according to Shepherd. There’s 
no power in the plane. Keeping 
it in the air is entirely dependent 
on air currents. 

“If you hit a current that pulls 
your ship down,” said Shepherd, 
“there’s nothing you can do. You 
just have to hope it doesn’t hap¬ 
pen.” 

Shepherd is a veteran model 
builder, specializing in gliders. 


Is it news? Then grab a tele¬ 
phone and call Convairiety: 

Ext. 5290 


GLIDER—Jesse Shepherd, of engineering, holds glider that may 
be his ticket to Germany. He'll try his luck in finals at Indianapolis 
next month in international modelers contest. 


TEACHER—Lon Heliums, local 
artist, is helping CRA group get 
started. He's giving series of 
talks for art activity. 

Artists Offered 


New Classes 


CRA Activities 


(CRA stands for Convair Recreation Asso 
ciation, an organization to which all Convair 
employees belong. Financed by proceeds from 
candy and soft drink machines in the plant, the 
association is run by a Council of employees 


who are commissioners of various activities. The 
association is run by employees for the benefit 
and recreation of employees. All Convair people 
are free to join any of the groups listed on this 
page.) 


Fort Worth 

ARCHERY—H. L. Lucas, commissioner, 
ext. 6210. Range open from 6 to 10 p.m. 
each Tuesday to everyone. 

ART—E. D. Weimer, commisisoner, ext. 
3123. 7 to 9:30 p.m. Fort Worth Art 

Center Studio. June 30—Oil painting and 
composition, drawing perspective and shad¬ 
ing. July 7, Election of club officers— 
painting and line drawing. 

BADMINTON—Kenneth Browne, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 2131. Season closed. 

BALLROOM DANCING—I. M. Pember¬ 
ton, commissioner, ext. 3121. Classes each 
Sunday, 2 and 4:15 p.m., CRA Center. 

BASEBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, 
LO-2959. City play now under way. 

BOWLING—H. G. Starkey, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 6290. 

BRIDGE—Glen Stogsdill, commissioner, 
ext. 4225. Regular duplicate play each 
Friday. 

CAMERA—Stephen Cook, commissioner, 
ext. 2122. Bob Bogen, ext. 4180, second 
shift co-ordinator. Meetings 7:30 p. m. 
every second and fourth Monday, CRA 
Center. 


CHECKERS, CHESS, DOMINOES — 
J. E. Pair, commissioner, ext. 4283. 

DRAMA—E. S. Brown, commissioner, 
ext. 5242, 

FISHING—Bill Parrish, commissioner, 
ext. 5296. 

GOLF—Lawrence Armstrong, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 2273. 

HORSESHOES — Finn Wahl, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 3132. 

HUNTING—Bill Parrish, commissioner, 
ext. 5296. 

ICE SKATING—Glen Carter, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 3207. Ice skating 8 to 10 p.m. 
every night—Will Rogers Coliseum. 

JUNIOR BASEBALL—A. K. Lawley, 
commissioner, ext. 4293. Season open. 
Games each Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday at CRA Diamond. 
All Star Game June 16. 


MODEL AIRPLANE—R. J. Heist, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 4280. Model building meet¬ 
ing 7:30 p. m. first and third Mondays each 
month. 

MODEL RAILROAD—Roger Bock, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 7107. Regular meeting every 
Monday, 7:30 p.m. CRA Center. 

MOVIES — Miscellaneous movies each 
Monday during lunch period at 50-foot aisle. 

RADIO—Larry Brandvig, commissioner, 
ext. 5179. Regular radio night, June 29, 
July 6, July 13, CRA Center. 

RIDING—Guy Lewis, commissioner, ext. 
6266. 

RQPING—Guy Lewis, commissioner, ext. 
6266. Roping club 7 p. m. each Tuesday. 
Cutting horse club 7 p. m. each Wednes¬ 
day. Barrel race club 7 p. m. each Fri¬ 
day. Rodeo 8 p. m. each Saturday. 


SOFTBALL — Jack Brittain, commis¬ 
sioner, LO-2959. Season play under way. 

SQUARE DANCING — Ross Carney, 
commissioner, ext. 3155. Instructions and 
dancing for beginners 7 to 8 p.m. and ad¬ 
vanced classes 8 to 10 p.m. each Monday 
at Northside Recreation Building. New 
class starts July 11. 

STAMP AND COIN—J. D. White, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 2250. Regular meetings first 
and third Tuesdays each month. 

TABLE TENNIS—John Rangel, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 5141. 

TENNIS—Walter Bradley, commissioner, 
ext. 7203. Regular tennis play 7 to 9 p.m. 
each Tuesday and Thursday, Forest Park 
Courts. 

VOLLEYBALL—H. L. Shaw, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 5141. 


Join the Fun! 

WASHER PITCHING—Hugh Penning¬ 
ton, commissioner, ext. 3238. 

WEIGHT LIFTING—I. B. Hale, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 5267. Weight lifting for first 
shift 4 to 7 p.m. Tuesday, Thursday and 
Saturday at CRA Center; for second and 
third shift 8 a.m. to noon, Monday, Wed¬ 
nesday and Friday. 

CRA RANCH—PE-0054. 


Daingerfield 

BOWLING—L. R. Latch, Dept. 1. 
DOMINOES, CHECKERS and BRIDGE 
J. A. Wolfe, Dept. 1. 

HORSESHOES—P. G. Wells, Dept. 1. 
HUNTING AND FISHING — P. P. 
Steger, ext. 414. 

MODEL AIRPLANES—W. A. Reed, Jr., 
Dept. 2. 

RIFLE AND PISTOL—E. C. Frye, Dept. 

6 . 

SOFTBALL—R. B. Lawrence, Dept. 1. 
WASHERS—W. S. Talk, Dept. 2. 
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Convair Youngster Will be Named 
As Official CRA Entrant in Race 


Teeners Thrive 
On No-Hitters 


Convair youngsters will have a chance to represent CRA 
in the 1955 Fort Worth Soap Box Derby race on July 17. 

Convair Recreation Association this year will sponsor 
five cars made and rolled by Convair youngsters. 

The race will be staged on July 17 and sponsored by the 

Fort Worth Press, Cosmopolitan 


Club and two local automobile 
dealers. 

The day before—July 16—jud¬ 
ges will name the best cars made 
by Convair youngsters at special 
judging at Will Rogers Coliseum. 

According to Bill Parrish, re¬ 
creation committee chairman, 
judging will be held in Class A 
and Class B. Class A is open to 
boys between 13-15 years of age. 
Class B is for boys 11-12 years 
-of age. 

The Derby is open to boys who 
. ill be 11-15 years old inclusive 
on August 14. (If a boy is not 14 
on that date—or will be 16 or over 
on that date, he is not eligible.) 

Boys must be school students 
and must build their own car. 
A boy may enter only one car. 

Rules state that all work re¬ 
quired in building the racer must 
be done by the boy entering the 
car. This includes making and 
shaping the separate parts of the 
chassis and body, and joining the 
parts to form the completed car. 

The boy who builds and enters 
the.car must also race it. Cars 
will be Closely examined by an 
inspection committee. Every boy 
must be able to prove that he 
built his own car. 

Cost of the car is not to exceed 


CRA Delegates 
Texan-ize Ohio 

Convair Fort Worths delegates 
to the Naitonal Industrial Recre¬ 
ation Association conference this 
month saw plenty of Dayton. 

And the other delegates saw 
plenty of them! CRA's represen¬ 
tatives were J. D. White, presi¬ 
dent, C. J. Hall, CRA business 
manager, and Tom Croft, em¬ 
ployee services supervisor. 

They arrived in Dayton in 
western attire and were met by 
Jim Shackelford, vice president of 
CRA. 

They attended a mixer Sunday 
night in western attire and pinned 
miniature boots, bells and West¬ 
ern hats on other delegates to 
promote a NIRA meet here in 
1956. 

During the day-long sessions 
for the next two days, the dele¬ 
gates heard talks and discussions 
on recreation plans and programs 
throughout the country. 

They also toured recreation 
areas for Frigidaire, Dayton 
Power and Light Co. and National 
Cash Register Co. 

The national conference was 
held in Dayton June 12-15. 


$10, exclusive of wheels and axles. 
Only ready made parts eligible 
to be used are official Soap Box 
Derby wheels, tires, bearings and 
axle rods. 

An official list of rules and 
regulations is available at the 
CRA office. 

Winners of the Fort Worth 
race will receive an all expense 
paid trip to Akron, O., where 
the national races will be staged. 

Racers in the national meet 
will vie for such prizes as full- 
paid college scholarship, TV sets, 
motion picture cameras and many 
more top prizes. 

“We want to encourage Convair 
youngsters to get their cars 
ready,” said Parrish. “It's a won-, 
derful opportunity for them to 
try their skill building a car. 

“We’d like to have a winner 
from Convair.” 


ARCHERS—These were top archers in 
missioner, presents top-place trophies to 


doubles and singles, mixed doub¬ 
les and women's singles and 
doubles. 


John Baker, Former Champ, to 
Give Netsters Stiff Competition 

Convair tennis players will find the competition plenty 
keen when CRA stages its annual tourney. 

One of the reasons is John Baker, technical computer 
in engineering department. 

A newcomer to Convair, Baker is certainly no stranger 

to tennis. 

He's held the men's city doubles 
title for five years, was a three 
year tennis letterman at Texas 
Christian University and most re¬ 
cently a pro for Colonial County 
Club in 1954. 

Baker’s been playing for 17 
years and counts tennis as “my 
favorite pastime.” 

Baker and Walter Bradley, 

CRA tennis commissioner, plan 
to team up for men's double play 
against last year’s winners, Frank 
Caldarola and Sidney Marx. 

“And it should be a rough bat¬ 
tle,” said Bradley. “Baker has 
a wonderful feeling for doubles 
play. Marx too is a top player 
and a former champ.” 

Entries are being t^ken now 
at the CRA office for the tourney 
to be held at Forest Park Courts 
starting July 16. 

Entries will be open in men's 


Saturday Rodeos 
Held at Ranch 

Rodeos—fast and furious—wild 
and western—are filling the bill 
for Convair Fort Worth em¬ 
ployees. 

Rodeos are staged each Satur¬ 
day night at the CRA Ranch. 

They feature top-notch ropers 
and rjders in this area. They have 
ladies’ barrel races, wild cow 
milking, calf roping, wild horse 
riding, bronc riding and every¬ 
thing else that makes for good 
rodeos. 

Tickets are available to Convair 
employees 25 cents below the 
regular rate—only 75 cents for 
adults. 

Children under 12 are admitted 
free when accompanied by their 
parents. 

“We've had some really top 
rodeos,” said Guy Lewis, CRA 
riding and roping commissioner. 
“And we've got plenty more lined 
up. 


recent tourney held at CRA Ranch. Here H. L. Lucas, com- 
Fran Rhoads and Chuck Batkin. Photos by J. D. Goodman. 

Batkin, Rhoads 
Top Archers 

CRA's recent archery tourna¬ 
ment wound up with a group of 
winners and at least one out¬ 
standing example of sportsman¬ 
ship. 

H. G. Cook won the rotating 
trophy after racking up 1,830 
points. 

“But I’d won the trophy four 
times before, and I wanted some¬ 
one else to have it,” said Cook. 

So H. L. Lucas, commissioner, 
awarded the trophy to Chuck 
Batkin who was second in line. 
He won the York and Double 
American events. 

It was Batkin's first win on 
the men's grand trophy. 

Fran Rhoads copped the honors 
for the women archers at the 
June 11-12 tourney. She took 
home the top women's trophy for 
the fourth time. This time she 
gets to keep it. 

Mrs. Rhoads won the Columbia 
and Double American events. 

Other winers of trophies in the 
men's events were Bennie Burch 
and H. A. Smith. Burch chalked 
up his first win on a two-tourna¬ 
ment trophy. 

Nettie Smith took home the 
women's two-tourney trophy with 
1,424 points. Margie Upton was 
second with 1,009. 

In the clout shoot, Cook took 
first place for the men with 124 
points. Lucas was second with 
117. In the women’s clout, Mrs. 
Rhoads won with 180 points and 
Ruby Brown was second with 
121 . 


CONTENDER—John Baker, of 
engineering, will be strong con¬ 
tender for tennis doubles title in 
up-coming tourney. 


Ice Skating Helps 
Beat Summer Heat 

CRA this month offered Con¬ 
vair families a way to beat the 
summer heat. 

It's ice skating nightly at Will 
Rogers Coliseum! 

According to Glen Carter, CRA 
ice skating commissioner, skating 
will be held from 8 to 10 p.m. 
every night. 

Tickets are on sale at the CRA 
office for $2. This $2 ticket will 
be valid for both the summer and 
the winter sessions. 

Employees who have tickets 
from last season will need new 
summer tickets. 


Camera Fans Will 
See Top Shots 

CRA camera fans will view the 
tops in photography at 7:45 p.m. 
on July 11 when they meet at the 
CRA Center. 

According to Stephen Cook, 
commissioner, a print-tape show 
from PSA will be shown. 


BUILDERS—Eddy Anthony and his father, H. M. Anthony of 
Dept. 96, look over rules for National Soap Box Derby that Eddy 
will enter in Fort Worth. Eddy's about half finished with his car. 


No hitters seemed to be the 
rule rather than the exception for 
the CRA Teeners this month. 
They have a four-straight record 
against other 13 and 14 year 
olds in city play. 

Three straight no-hitters were 
pitched by Terry Barber and one 
by Stan Standridge. 

In the first no-hitter for Bar¬ 
ber, he walked two and struck 
out 16 while his team mates were 
scoring seven runs against Sleep 
Ezy. 

Barber pitched his second no¬ 
hitter against Birdville. His team 
mates rounded out 10 runs in 
five innings for the 10-0 tally. 

The third no-hitter for Barber 
was with Sleep Ezy on a return 
bout. Barber struck out 13 and 
walked two. 

Barber's record to date is 19 
innings pitched with 28 struck 
out and four walked. 


CONFAB—N. A. Martin, pitcher, and A. L. Petty, first baseman, 
talk it over before game. They're members of Hustlers team which 
is on top in Convair Softball league. 
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Share Owners Voting 
On Stromberg-Carlson 
Union With Dynamics 

XT Merger of Stromberg-Carlson Company of Rochester, 
JN.Y mto General Dynamics Corporation was being voted 
on by share owners this week, following approval about 
two months ago by directors of both companies. 

In announcing the proposed 


■Hi 
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union, John Jay Hopkins, chair¬ 
man and president of General 
Dynamics, called it a major move 
by General Dynamics to broaden 
its base of operations in the elec¬ 
tronic field. 

In point of years, Stromberg- 
Carlson is junior in the General 
Dynamics group only to Elec¬ 
tric Boat Division (started in 
1880). Stromberg-Carlson was 
founded in 1894 by two Swedish 
immigrants who pooled $500 
apiece and went into business 
in Chicago to manufacture a 
better telephone. 

Now, more than 60 years later, 
Stromberg-Carlson is a leader in 
electronics and communications 
equipment with products ranging 
from complicated telephone 
switchboards and sound equip¬ 
ment for large concerns to radio 
and television sets and high fi¬ 
delity record players. 

These products were unheard 
of when Stromberg-Carlson got 
off to its start but they did well 
enough until 1902 when a Ro¬ 
chester, N. Y., group induced the 
founders to move to a new plant 
in that city. Both later returned 
to Chicago, however, Stromberg 
eventually giving his name and 
financing to another concern, a 
manufacturer of carburetors. 

Meanwhile, Stromberg-Carlson 
grew, partly by acquisition of a 
large part of the American Elec¬ 
tric Co. of Chicago in 1909 and 
in 1916 the telephone business of 
the Garford Manufacturing Co. of 
Elyria, Ohio. By World War I 
Stromberg-Carlson was a firm to 
be considered and played a role 
in national defense, supplying 
equipment for artillery spotting, 
field phones and camp switch¬ 
boards in France. 

It was over Stromberg-Carlson 
equipment that the world heard 
of developments at the Versailles 
peace conference. 

(Many years later the same 
was true of the Nuremberg trials; 
and bluejackets of the USS Mis¬ 
souri heard via Stromberg-Carl- 


Stromberg-Carlson brings a 
boost in the “feminine vote” to 
General Dynamics. 

Of Stromberg-Carlson's ap¬ 
proximately 5,200 employees, 49 
per cent are women, while at 
Convair San Diego and Convair 
Pomona the feminine figure is 
20 per cent and at Convair Fort 
Worth it is 10 per cent. At 
Canadair the figure is a trifle 
more than 9 per cent. 



son sound equipment an account 
of the Japanese surrender on 
their flagship's decks.) 

Until 1920 the company manu¬ 
factured telephones and switch¬ 
boards exclusively. But the ap¬ 
pearance and growth of radio 
brought expansion into headsets 
and attendant items. In 1927 the 
first Stromberg-Carlson home 
radio went on the market and 12 
years later the first television set. 

In 1927 Stromberg-Carlson pur¬ 
chased the pioneer Rochester 
radio station, WHAM. It is now 
one of the nation's most power¬ 
ful (50,000 watts). A sister sta¬ 
tion, WHFM, appeared in 1939 
and in 1949 WHAM-TV brought 
that area its first television pro¬ 
grams. The latter's studio is 
housed in Rochester Radio City, 
adjacent to the company's main 
plant. 

Currently, Stromberg-Carlson's 
main plant and offices are on a 
48-acre plot, with its own high¬ 
way, “Carlson Road.” Supple-1 
mented by several other buildings 
in Rochester, there is a total of 
750,000 square feet of manufac¬ 
turing space. 

In addition, Stromberg-Carlson 
has a manufacturing branch at 
Dallas, Tex. (which manufactures 
electronic wire carrier equipment) 
and an investment in Electronics 
Controls Systems Inc. of Los 
Angeles, Calif, (engaged in elec¬ 
tronic development work). Also, 
there are branch sales offices at 
Atlanta, Kansas City, Chicago, 
San Francisco. 


Ra S d ro Oi^y^ ^t^ghrcrnte, 

Texas Civil Defense Drill Frightening 
Even Though It s Only For Practice 

T7/-vx* 4 ’’ 117 i.1. > /* _ . 


Convair Fort"Worth's civil de¬ 
fense coordinator, C. E. Doering, 
made a day-long personal inspec¬ 
tion of Texas civil defense ef¬ 
forts June 15 during the nation¬ 
wide “Operation Alert.” 

This is his account: 

“It was a bright and sunny 
June afternoon. The city of Hous¬ 
ton was crowded with people 
doing routine things on a routine 
day. 

“A few seconds later 287,000 
people were ‘dead': 176,000 were 


‘injured.' 

“An ‘atomic missile' fired from 
an enemy submarine in the Gulf 
had devastated' the largest city 
in Texas in a matter of minutes 
—without warning. 

“Thank God it was all on 
paper. But it seemed real 
enough there in regional civil 
defense headquarters in Denton 
(about 40 miles north of Fort 
Worth). 

“At 12:05 p.m. in various points 
across the country, the yellow 


Pilots Pile up Hours 
In Convair YC-131Cs 

“I’m sold on turboprops.” 

a and un <3 ua] ified statement of 

fig sf/nifSMt position to «**» 

He s Maj. Lyle D. Crawford. 


First of New R4Y Airplanes For 
Navy Leaves Factory For Flight 


First flight of a new tri-pur¬ 
pose cargo transport—the R4Y-1 
—being built for the U. S. Navy 
was scheduled for early this week 
at Convair San Diego. 

Designed to carry cargo, pas¬ 
sengers or patients, the twin- 
engine transport is the first of a 
fleet of 36 airplanes now under 
construction. 

While containing most of the 
features of the Convair-Liner 
Model 340, the R4Y-1 has a num¬ 
ber of new innovations including 
a 120-inch cargo door which can 
be opened either horizontally or 
vertically for ease in loading and 
unloading and reinforced plastic- 
covered flooring of extruded mag¬ 
nesium which can support 300 


pounds per square foot. 

As a passenger ship the plane 
can accommodate 44 passengers 
in removable seats which can be 
faced either forward or rearward. 
Seats are interchangeable with 
those in the Convair-built R3Y 
turboprop transport. Twenty- 
seven litter patients can be car¬ 
ried at one time. 

The first ship was factory 
completed June 9 and finished 
field operations phases late last 
week. Following a flight test pe¬ 
riod, the first ship is tentatively 
scheduled for presentation to the 
Navy July 20. 

Meanwhile, additional R4Y-ls 
are moving toward completion on 
the final assembly line in Build¬ 
ing 2, Plant 1. 


And he has a double-barreled job 
at Kelly Air Force Base, San 
Antonio, Tex. 

He directs the crews that serv¬ 
ice and maintain the two Convair- 
built turboprop-powered YC-131C 
airplanes. And he also flies them. 
So he could be expected to know 
the good points—and the bad— 
both from the standpoint of 
ground crews and flight crews. 

He makes no bones about it: 
“I love 'em.” 

Besides his time in the YC- 
131Cs, Crawford previously has 
logged about 7,000 military flight 
hours, plus 1,500 in civilian craft. 
A good portion of it has been 
four-engine time. 

Major Crawford this month 
was one of six AF pilots who 
have each racked up more than 
100 hours in the air in the new 
planes. They are twin-engine 
Convair 340s built at Convair 
San Diego and modified at 
Convair Fort Worth to use new 
turbine engines driving pro¬ 
pellers. 

Others who boast the same rec¬ 
ord are Maj. William R. Stanton, 
Capt. James M. Rives, Maj. Stan¬ 
ley Forster, Capt. Williard J. 



COMING OUT — First Navy R4Y, shown in Bldg. 2 at SD 
before it went to field operations, was scheduled for first flight this 
week. Built on Convair-Lmer design, it is versatile ship, can carry 
cargo, passengers or patients. Seats can be adjusted to face for- 

N a ;l'! r R r |va rd u dS . deS L ircd - They ? rC ‘"^changeable with seats in 
iNavy s KJX, the big turboprop seaplane. 


Mortensen New 
Nuclear Chief 

Major F. M. Mortensen, whose 
special field is nuclear engineer¬ 
ing, has been named chief of the 
Wright Air Development Center 
Aircraft Nuclear Propulsion of¬ 
fice at Convair Fort Worth. 

He succeeds Lt. Col. L. H. Ball- 
weg who was re-assigned to 
WADC in Dayton. 

Maj. Mortensen has been at 
Convair for two years. During 
1953 he worked with Dr. R. N. 
Little in Convair Fort Worth's 
nuclear physics group, and last 
year was assigned to the WADC- 
ANP office. 

During the second World War, 
Maj. Mortensen was assigned to 
Tarrant Field, now Carswell AFB, 
as an instructor in Convair-built 
B-24 and B-32 bombers. 


Tuiner, Capt. R. E. Lorrey. All 
fly in the test program directed 
by the 1700th Test Squadron 
Commander, Lt. Col. Samuel C. 
Burgess, a 14,000-hour pilot. 

Military Air Transport service 
crews at Kelly had the two planes 
m the air a total of 275 hours 
during May. 

This was the best monthly rec¬ 
ord to date. It was made despite 
the fact that the hurry-up engine- 
test program requires that crews 
remove the engines every 100 
hours of flight. Each YT-53-A3 
engine then is sent back to the 
Allison factory, where it is torn 
down and minutely inspected to 
see what improvements might be 
possible. (This is standard pro¬ 
cedure in testing new type power 
plants.) 

One of the planes was de¬ 
livered to Kelly on Jan. 20, the 
other on Jan. 22. They flew 39 
hours in January, 73 in Febru¬ 
ary, 103 in March, 97 in April 
and 275 in May. 

That, with previous Air Force 
flying, gives the two 131s a 
total of almost 800 hours AF 
time. 

Those hours in the air are 
spent in flights to such spots as 
Indianapolis, Travis AF Base, 
Mobile, Ala., Albuquerque—and 
so on. 

Best record logged by one of 
the planes in a 24-hour period 
was 19 hours and 15 minutes. 
Best record logged by one plane 
m a calendar day was 15 hours 
and 15 minutes. 

“Considering that this is a new 
engine and the first installation 
of the engine in a plane,” said 
Crawford, “we're proud of the 
record the YC-131Cs have made. 

“But we've got more to shoot 
at. Our goal now is to put in 
3,000 hours in the air by the end 
of January, 1956.” 

Convair's interests in the AF's 
YC-131C test program are moni¬ 
tored by D. S. Dixon, from San 
Diego's service engineering de¬ 
partment. For coordination, the 
program is also followed closely 
by W. A. Clegern, manager, and 
J. J. Walden of Convair’s San 
Antonio field offices. 


alert — warning of approaching 
aircraft—sounded. An hour later 
the red alert went' on. That 
meant the enemy was attacking. 

Thirty minutes later reports 
came in from State Civjl Defense 
Headquarters in Austin. Houston 
had been hit! 

Then things really got mov- 
ing. Doctors were contacted. 
Theoretically, crews started medi¬ 
cal supplies on the way to Hous¬ 
ton. 

“An all-out effort was made to 
get needed equipment to the 
stricken city. 

“You could almost see the net¬ 
work gradually expanding. 

“It was amazing' how people 
reacted to the alert. They became 
nervous and tense. They talked 
too^fast. # Their voices were shrill. 

One girl taking messages 
over the phone became so hys- 
t^Tcal she had to be relieved. 

“Texas' answer to the call was 
considered very successful. The 
city of El Paso evacuated 4,000 
cars from downtown in 15 min¬ 
utes. 

We may be called on to do 
the same thing here some day. 
Fort Worth is a critical area be¬ 
cause of Carswell AFB and Con¬ 
vair.” 


First it Was Lark , 
Now it's Terrier 

(Continued from page 3) 
heated in Ridgecrest. A television 
repeater station on a peak south¬ 
west of the station helps bring 
m all Los Angeles stations, and 
reception is usually good. 

Fishing is good at the Kern 
River north of the station, and 
in the winter the excellent 
skiing areas in the High Sierras 
are only a few hours away. And 
the area is a paradise for rock- 
hounds and amateur pros¬ 
pecters. 

Most Convair people are as¬ 
signed to the station for short 
periods, ranging from a few days 
to several weeks. They usually 
live in motels in Ridgecrest— 
there are several good ones—or 
occasionally in the bachelor offi¬ 
cer quarters on the station, if 
space is available. 

At present, however, seven 
Convair men are residing more or 
less permanently in the area with 
their families. Mike Ross and 
John Hamaker live in Desert 
Park, a government housing proj- 
ect near the station, while Tom 
Flaherty, Doug Gunter, D. J. 
Hatfield, Milt Crummer and Jack 
and Joan Raber live in Ridgecrest. 


Kent Campbell Now 
With Dayton Office 

Kent M. Campbell this month 
was named assistant manager of 
Convair's Dayton, Ohio, office. 

Campbell joined Convair in 
1941 as an estimator and rose to 
general supervisor of contract ad¬ 
ministration before leaving the 
company in 1949. Since that time 
he has been associated with Solar 
Aircraft Co. 
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BACK BLAST—Convair Terrier, guided missile built at Convair 
Pomona, lights up deck of converted battleship USS Mississippi in 
night firing off Atlantic coast. Gulls, following ship, were startled, 
but not harmed. Part of tail fin is silhouetted a few feet ahead of 
exhaust flame. More photos, page 8. __ 

General Dynamics Will 
Build $10 Million Lab 

Dr. Frederic de Hoffmann, long associated with the 
U.S. atomic energy program, has been appointed a vice 
president of General Dynamics Corporation, John Jay 
Hopkins, chairman of the bo ard and president, announced 
last week. 


'Senior' B-36 is First 
To Finish Cycle Two 
Of SAM-SAC Program 

The oldest active B-36 was back on combat-ready duty 
in the Air Force this week after being brought up to the 
latest fighting trim at Convair Fort Worth. 

The veteran ship (as bomber's' 


ages are measured) on July 14 
became the first B-36 to complete 
Cycle Two of the comprehensive 
SAM-SAC service and mainten¬ 
ance program. 

But it was only one of a num¬ 
ber of milestones for the plane— 
the YB-36—which was the second 
experimental model B-36 and the 
second B-36 built. 

For one thing, the takeoff at 
12:45 a.m. on July 14 was the 
third time Convair Fort Worth 
has delivered it to the Air 
Force. 

First time was seven years ago 
on May 31, 1949—almost 18 

months after its first flight on 
Dec. 4, 1947. 

Second time was two years 
ago—Aug. 4, 1953—when the 

ship was the first to go through 
Cycle One of SAM-SAC. 

(YB-36 is oldest active B-36, 
since both the XB-36 and pro¬ 
duction model No. 1 have been 
retired from flight duty. XB-36 
continues to render service, how¬ 


ever—on the ground for testing 
at Convair FW.) 

In Cycle One, the YB-36 (and 
other AF B-36s) got depot in¬ 
spection repairs on control sur¬ 
faces, leading and trailing edges, 
outer panels, tail and engine 
nacelles. It also was changed to 
include newer engineering im¬ 
provements. 

In Cycle Two, YB got the 
rest of the works. This in¬ 
cluded inspection and repair of 
the wing center sections, fuel 
tanks and bomb bay areas, 
landing gear overhaul, fuse¬ 
lage, engine checks and re¬ 
painting where necessary. It 
also got the latest engineering 
improvements to bring it up 
to the latest combat status. 

For all this work, AF stores 
stock more than 25,000 parts. 
It is estimated that there are 
some 24,000 possible work opera¬ 
tions which apply to the B-36 
and RB-36. An average of about 
(Continued on Page. 2) 



FIRST SHIP—YB-36, second ever built and oldest in service, has 
couple of "firsts" of its own. It was first to complete SAM-SAC 
Cycle I—and now it's first to complete Cycle 2. Leonard Row of 
contracts is shown signing ship over to Maj. Loren P. Murray, assist¬ 
ant AF plant representative. 


First TF-102A Component Built 
At Fort Worth Sent to Coast 


Dr. de Hoffmann, who has been 
assistant vice president for nu¬ 
clear planning at Convair since 
April, will serve as general 
manager of General Dynamics' 
General Atomic Division. 

Hopkins re¬ 
vealed that as 
part of a new 
long-range pro¬ 
gram of basic 
scientific re¬ 
search, engi¬ 
neering de¬ 
velopment and 
manufacturing 
in the nuclear 
field, the Dyn¬ 
amics Board of Dr. de Hoffmann 
Directors has approved an initial 
outlay of $10 million for research 
laboratory facilities. The labora¬ 
tory will be devoted primarily 
to nuclear research and develop¬ 
ment. Hopkins said that one of 
the main objectives of the new 
facilities will be to bring down 
reactor costs through simplified 
design and increased efficiency. 
This is in line with the corpora¬ 
tion's expressed belief in the 
need for worldwide distribution 
of atomic power. 

According to Dr. de Hoffmann, 
the research program and the 
laboratory will be under the di¬ 
rection of a prominent nuclear 
scientist. The actual construc¬ 
tion of the laboratory is expect¬ 
ed to be started before the end 
of the year. 


Among the locations being 
considered for the laboratory 
is San Diego, Calif. 

While each division will con¬ 
tinue to do research appropriate 
to its own field, this basic re¬ 
search program, according to 
Hopkins, will benefit all divi¬ 
sions of General Dynamics, j^ast 
spring the corporation engaged 
a panel of leading scientific 
consultants, among them such 
well-known nuclear experts as 
Dr. Hans Bethe, Dr. Joseph Ken¬ 
nedy, Dr. Frederick Seitz, Dr. 
Edward Teller and Dr. John A. 
Wheeler. At that time another 
leading scientist, Dr. Charles L. 

(Continued on Page 2) 

FW Group Insurance 
Details Available 

Group insurance certificates 
giving more complete details of 
the new Convair plan offered 
some time ago for all eligible 
employees soon will be supplied 
those Convair Fort Worth em- 
ployess who are covered. 

The certificates describe in¬ 
considerable detail the plan un¬ 
der which covered employees ob¬ 
tain increased insurance cover¬ 
age at lower costs, according to 
T. G. Croft, employee services 
supervisor. 

Certificates will be supplied 
other employees as they become 
eligible and sign up for cover¬ 
age, Croft said. 


Dept. 3 Sections 
Moved to New 
FW Locations 

New and handier locations for 
a number of offices—including 
Convair Recreation Association, 
employee services section and 
Convairiety—were opened this 
week. 

All three offices, plus training 
and safety sections, are now 
located in the middle of the fac¬ 
tory where more employees can 
get to them with less time, 
trouble and effort. 

CRA, employee services and 
Convairiety all are where the 50- 
foot middle aisle of the plant 
crosses the C-aisle. 

Safety and training sections 
took new quarters on the mez¬ 
zanine at the head of the stairs 
at Col. 48 on C-aisle. 

“These new central locations," 
said J. L. Budros, personnel 
manager, “make all these offices 
more convenient for more em¬ 
ployees." 

Other personnel department 
offices remain in the same 
general area of the administra¬ 
tion building. These include 
wage and salary section, labor 
relations, employment and med¬ 
ical sections. In the same area 
is the new office of the execu¬ 
tive development co-ordinator. 

The area vacated is being used 
to expand engineering depart¬ 
ment's electronic computing 
machine laboratory. 

Variety Show 
On Schedule 
For Club Meet 

A variety program is slated for 
the July 30 luncheon meeting of 
the Convair Fort Worth Manage¬ 
ment Club at Ridglea Country 
Club. 

The meeting will get under way 
at noon with a social hour. Buf¬ 
fet luncheon ,will be served at 
1 p.m. and entertainment will 
start at 2 p.m. 

West Harrison, billed as the 
“sound man"; Johnny Cola, pian¬ 
ist, and Candy Barr, dancer, will 
provide the entertainment. 

On the more serious side, mem¬ 
bers will vote on changes in the 
club's constitution. A report also 
will be made on the National As¬ 
sociation of Foremen's convention 
to be held in Fort Worth in Sep¬ 
tember. 

Charge for the luncheon is $1. 
Members who prefer not to eat 
will be admitted by NAF cards. 

L. C. Calhoun^ program chair¬ 
man, announced that tickets for a 
dance to be held Aug. 13 will be 
on sale at regular ticket stations 
(Continued on Page 2) 


Dept. 41 crews at Fort Worth 
were bearing down on subsequent 
editions of TF-102A work at Con¬ 
vair Fort Worth this week after 
FW’s shipset No. 1 was completed 
and shipped to San Diego. 

Shipset No. 1 was pulled out of 
the mezzanine assembly area late 
Wednesday, July 13, and was 
moved on overhead monorail 
crane by traffic department to 
shipping section near the south 
end of the assembly building. 

There* after the shipment was 
weighed, it was firmly secured to 
a truckbed and covered for the 
1,428-mile trip to San Diego. 

It left Fort Worth at 3:05 a.m. 
Thursday and arrived at San 
Diego at 11:05 p.m. Friday—well 
ahead of schedule. The shipment 
went almost immediately into 
work on the San Diego assembly 
line. 

Going along to coordinate the 
transfer of work from Fort Worth 
plant to San Diego was Ray Ken¬ 
dall, TF-102 work general fore¬ 
man, who had virtually lived with 
the job for several weeks. 

The shipment left Fort Worth 
by Miller & Miller truck line, 


which carried it to Amarillo. 
From there, Hill Trucklines took 
it to Albuquerque. Illinois-Cali- 
fornia Express pulled it to Los 
Angeles, where California Cart¬ 
age Co. took it for the last lap. 

Numerous carriers were in¬ 
volved, according to Sam E. Keith 
Jr., chief of traffic, to comply 
with licensing requirements of 
Interstate Commerce Commission 
and the various states. 

After the No. 1 set was ship¬ 
ped, work continued without in¬ 
terruption in Dept. 41 at Fort 
Worth. 


Fly-bys and Exhibits 
Seen For Air Show 

Convair airplanes, both in true 
size and in miniature, will be cn 
display Sept 3-5 • at Philadelphia 
National Airport during the Na¬ 
tional Aircraft Show. 

Convair's static display will in¬ 
clude models of the Terrier mis¬ 
sile, the F-102A, the B-36, T-29, 
R3Y-2, Sea-Dart and XFY-1. Ad¬ 
ditionally, the Air Force is plan¬ 
ning both fly-bys and static dis*- 
play of the F-102, the XC-99 and 
the C-131C. 



VISITOR—XC-99 came back to Convair Fort Worth recently with a record load — 212 AF-ROTC 
cadets — to set a new mark for passengers for land-based aircraft. They were part of summer training 
unit at Kelly AFB, under Col. D. B. Lancaster. 
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GREETINGS—Col. D. B. Lancaster, AF-ROTC summer training unit commander from Kelly AFB, 
is greeted by Lt. Col. L. J. Hutton, left, assistant AF plant representative, and Frank W. Davis, FW 
chief engineer, when XC-99 brought load of cadets to Convair. 


General's Flight in 131C 
Qualifies Him For Order' 


Promotions 

FORT WORTH 

Promotions to and within supervision 
and professional and administrative ef¬ 
fective July 12 are: 

Dept. 4, Material: to receiving and 
stores assistant foreman, C. M. Pollard. 

Dept. 6, Engineering: to senior design 
engineer, G. W. Becker, H. W. Forsyth, 

J. A. Simpson ; to aerodynamics en¬ 
gineer, P. H. Besselievre, G. C. Carl- 
stedt, T. H. Doussan; to test engineer, 

L. A. Doering. 

To engineering writer, C. D. Due; to 
group engineer, W. L. Evans ; to project 
aerodynamics engineer, W. B. Fallis, C. 
E. Kuchar, R. D. Linnell ; to design en¬ 
gineer, G. A. Knetsar, W. H. Olsen. 

To project propulsion engineer, R. E. 
Matzdorff, R. N. Oliver; to engineering 
drawings checker, R. L. McMahan ; to 
senior chemist, S. L. Morse; to struc¬ 
tures engineer, D. G. Pray; to senior 
nuclear engineer, G. S. Weller. 

Dept. 7, Factory and Tooling Manage¬ 
ment: to general foreman, T. B. Mans- 
ker. 

Dept. 8, Industrial Engineering: to in¬ 
dustrial engineer, N. Robinson. 

Dept. 22, Manufacturing Control: to 
manufacturing control assistant foreman, 

K. H. Boshers, D. C. Phillips. 

Dept. 24, Tooling: to tooling analyst, 
D. C. Mason. 

Dept. 30, Machine Shop: to assistant 
foreman, L. D. Farquhar, E. D. Mor¬ 
rison. 

Dept. 33, Bonded Structures: to as¬ 
sistant foreman, W. D. Caffey, R. V. O. 
Rape. 

Dept. 41, TF-102 Nose Assembly: to 
assistant foreman, R. D. McElroy. 

Dept. 42, B-52 Assembly: to foreman, 
D. L. McCoy; to assistant foreman, C. 
R. Hall. 

Dept. 47, Outer Wing and Engines: to 
assistant foreman, L. C. Lockert Jr., 

G. L. Mason. 

Dept. 48, Fuel and Oil Tank Seal¬ 
ings: to assistant foreman, H. C. 

Baxter, A. O. Close, J. D. Goodwin. 

Dept. 50, Final Assembly: to assistant 
foreman, H. H. Edwards. 

Dept. 62, Aircraft Receiving and 
Special Program Delivery: to assistant 
foreman, F. B. Bettes, L. L. Stephens. 

Dept. 73, Electrical Bench: to assistant 
foreman, O. R. Henderson. 

Dept. 81, Tool Room and Fixtures: to 
assistant general foreman, H. L. Bo- 
mar ; to tool manufacturing assistant 
foreman, J. J. Hoffman, D. Kappel, J. 
J. Kroo, D. E. Weagel, R. L. Wilker- 
son ; to tool manufacturing foreman, J. 

M. Huggins, R. Magers Jr., W. H. 
Martin. 

Dept. 82, Pattern Shop: to tool manu¬ 
facturing assistant foreman, A. C. 
Berry, C. M. Reiber, T. L. Smith, C. 

H. Sullivan Jr. 

Dept. 91, Modernization: to foreman, 
H. L. Dees. 

Dept. 95, Modernization Service: to 
assistant foreman, B. J. Martin. 

Dept. 96, Special Modifications: to as¬ 
sistant foreman, E. B. Baines, A. W. 
Cain, E. A. Hoffman, S. E. J. Levisee, 
D. M. Shaw. 


Training Directors 
Will Meet in FW 

The 1957 national conference 
of the American Society of Train¬ 
ing Directors will be held in Fort 
Worth, it was announced jthis 
week by C. E. Nevitt, Convair 
Fort Worth training section 
supervisor. 

Nevitt said he was advised by 
H. C. Anderson, assistant train¬ 
ing director. Anderson was a 
delegate and a principal speaker 
at the 1955 conference June 14-16 
in Los Angeles. 


Awards 

FORT WORTH 

The following received employee sug¬ 
gestions totaling $335.08 for the period 
ending July 15. 

Dept. 4, Material: J. R. Couch, Neil 
Whitley. 

Dept. 6, Engineering: Eleanor B. 
Bourget. 

Dept. 20, Traffic: Ruben Roberts Jr. 
Dept. 27, Inspection-Production: K. 
R. Moore, S. A. Cocca, J. L. Roberts. 

Dept. 29, Inspection-Modernization: J. 
T. Blankenship. 

Dept. 33, Bonded Structures: J. F. 
Castleman. 

Dept. 42, B-52 Assembly: Zack Branch. 
Dept. 47, Outer Wing and Engines: 
Eddie A. Thorp Jr. 

Dept. 74, Finishing: L. P. Akins, 
Lee A. Null, O. D. Smith. 

Births 

FORT WORTH 

MUTH—Son, Peter Ed, 8 lbs. 7% oz., 
born July 6 to Mr. and Mrs. Edward L. 
Mutn, Dept. 6-6. 

PHIPPS—Son, John Wright, 8 lbs. 

8 oz., born July 11 to Mr. and Mrs. 
J. L. Phipps, Dept. 24-1. 

STOUT—Son, Alan David, 9 lbs. 7 
oz.,- born July 6 to Mr. and Mrs. R. J. 
Stout, Dept. 6-3. The mother, Naomi 
Stout, was formerly of Dept. 5. 

DAINGERFIELD 

JACKSON—Son, Jerry Edward, 5 lbs. 

9 oz., born June 25 to Mr. and Mrs. C. 
E. Jackson, Dept. 1. 

FLEISHER—Daughter, Sheryl Lynne, 
7 lbs. 9 oz., born June 30 to Mr. and 
Mrs. O. M. Fleisher, Dept. 2. 

Deaths 

FORT WORTH 

EDWARDS—Jesse Clarence, 44, of 
Dept. 96, died July 10. Survivors are 
his wife, five sons, his parents, a sister 
and four brothers. 

Service Emblems 

DAINGERFIELD 

Five-year—Dept. 3, D. A. Davis. Dept. 
6, R. T. Coker. 

M. J. Scott Completes 
Management Course 

A certificate attesting com¬ 
pletion of a course in “Emer¬ 
gency Management of the Na¬ 
tional Economy” has been award¬ 
ed Marion J. Scott, of Convair 
Fort Worth's industrial engineer¬ 
ing department. 

The course is given by the 
Industrial College of the Armed 
Forces, Washington, D. C. It 
deals with “the strategy of na¬ 
tional security, world resources, 
world power in relation to re¬ 
sources and utilization of re¬ 
sources in support of national 
objectives.” The course is made 
available by the government to 
officers of the armed forces and 
to selected civilians. 

The certificate was transmitted 
with a letter of congratulations 
from Brig. Gen. F. E. Calhoun, 
Air Force, deputy commandant of 
the college. 


'Senior 1 B-36 First 
To Finish Cycle Two 

(Continued from Page 1) 
5,000 are performed on each ship 
going through. These vary ac¬ 
cording to the needs of each ship. 

In all cases, the work was done 
in line with Convair's SAM-SAC 
concept. That means to put the 
ship and all its parts in good 
working shape, though not neces¬ 
sarily like new. 

Cycle Two work is being done 
under direction of E. E. Finch, 
modernization manager. 

Departments involved include 
contracts, fuel and oil tank seal¬ 
ing, finishing, electronics, arma¬ 
ment, aircraft receiving and 
special program delivery, de¬ 
velopment field operations and 
modernization departments 91, 
92, 93 and 94. 

Dynamics to Build 
New Research Lab. 

(Continued from Page 1) 
Critchfield, was appointed di¬ 
rector of scientific research for 
the Convair Division. 

Currently Dr. de Hoffmann is 
en route to Geneva as a member 
of an international UN team of 
scientists who are organizing the 
“Atoms for Peace” conference. 
He is particularly noted for his 
work on the development of the 
atomic and thermo nuclear 
bombs and studies in nuclear re¬ 
actor theory and high energy 
nuclear physics. 

He was born in Vienna July 8, 
1924, and came to the United 
States in 1941, where he received 
his bachelor's, master's and doc¬ 
tor's degrees in physics at Har¬ 
vard University. 

Yariety Show For 
Clubmen Planned 

(Continued from Page 1) 
from Aug. 3 to 10, or as long as 
they last. 

The dance will be at Ridglea 
Country Club and will feature the 
McGarrity orchestra. 

Only a limited number of 
tickets—at $2.50 per couple—will 
be sold. They will be allotted to 
departments on the basis of past 
participation. 

“We'd like to urge all members 
to attend the meeting,” said Cal¬ 
houn. “It's the last one before 
the NAF convention and we may 
have some details to iron out. 

“We've got a good program 
lined up. We hope you'll join us.” 


Takeoffs and Landings 
Total 30,000 Daily 

As an indication of the tre¬ 
mendous growth of U.S. aviation, 
Aircraft Industries Association 
reported that 1,450 multi-engined 
commercial aircraft daily make 
30,000 arrivals and departures 
from the nation's airports. In 
addition—there are in operation 
by business and for executive 
travel, more than 20,000 other 
aircraft, with another 10,000 in 
use by farmers, ranchers, etc. 


Brig. Gen. B. E. Allen qualified 
as a member of the Air Force's 
“Order of Heron of Alexandria” 
after his first flight in the Con- 
vair-built YC-131C twin-engine 
turboprop transport. 

Accompanied by W. A. (Bill) 
Clegern, Convair San Antonio 
manager, General Allen flew to 
Convair Fort Worth on official 
business July 14. 

He was made a member of the 
“Order of Heron” by Col. Claude 

Convair FW Students 
Receive Scholarships 

Nine Convair Fort Worth em¬ 
ployees won scholarship awards 
this month in the Management 
Club-Texas Christian University 
program. 

Tuition refunds went to F. L. 
Shuter and R. M. Kneifl of mate¬ 
rial; W. P. Bolding, K. F. Smith, 
F. P. Simpson and M. E. Cara¬ 
way, all of tooling; R. P. Steward 
of general accounting; F. H. Den- 
by of maintenance; and J. P. Todd 
of modernization. 

Courses offered were English, 
speech, psychology and human re¬ 
lations. Kneifl and Shuter were 
enrolled in the English course; 
Bolding, Simpson and Steward in 
effective communications; Smith 
and Caraway in math; Denby, 
Caraway and Smith in human re¬ 
lations; and Todd and Steward in 
psychology. 

The FW Management Club is 
sponsoring a course in develop¬ 
mental reading during the sum¬ 
mer semester. 

More subjects will be offered 
for the fall semester. 


W. Smith, commander of the AF's 
1700th Air Transport Group and 
former commander of the squad¬ 
ron now testing the turboprop at 
Kelly AF Base, Texas. 

The “Order of Heron,” accord¬ 
ing to Colonel Smith who founded 
it, is a society dedicated to the 
advancement of turbine powered 
transport aircraft “whose range 
of power, versatility and economy 
of operation are as limitless as 
the winds of Aeolus.” 

Said Smith: “Heron of Alexan¬ 
dria lived in the period around 
130 B.C. He was quite a guy, 
according to Greek mythology. A 
mathematician, scientist and 
scholar, he is credited with de¬ 
veloping the first known true 
turbine, the Aeolipile.” 

The squadron has designed an 
“Order of Heron” certificate 
which it gives to each passenger 
making his first flight in one of 
the new turbine powered planes. 

The 1700th Test Squadron 
(Turbo-Prop) at Kelly began the 
series of engine and propeller 
service tests in January after 
Convair delivered the first two 
such military transports built. 
The two planes originally were 
Convair 340's. They were changed 
over to the turboprop design at 
Convair Fort Worth. 


California Leads in 
Number of Pilots 

California tops all other states 
in numbers of active pilots with 
a total of 40,707, while Texas is 
second with 20,202, according to 
the Aircraft Industries Associa¬ 
tion. The national total is 311,659 
active pilots out of 660,449 who 
have learned to fly. 



it CchMHetif * 

Founded Sept. 1, 1948. Published in three editions (Fort Worth-Daingerfield, 
San Diego, Pomona) by Convair Industrial Relations. General Offices, San Diego, 
Calif,, Logan Jenkins, editor. 

Approximate current total circulation, 45,000. News items and letters to the 
editor are solicited, but no advertising can be accepted. 

FW Editorial Offices, Industrial Relations Dept., ext. 5290; FW staff: Bob 
Vollmer, news editor; Sally House. 



BACK HOME—Larry Brandvig, left, and J. H. Margeson, of 
Convair Fort Worth flight department, are shown as they arrived 
back in Fort Worth after three and a half months in Baltimore with 
Convair C-I3IB. They used San Diego-built plane as flying elec¬ 
tronic test bed to garner information which will be put to use in the 
Air Force B-58 supersonic bomber program now under way at 
Convair Fort Worth. 
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Review of Convair Aircraft Since '23 Reflects March of Aviation 


Flying Boats 
Loomed Large 
In Early Days 

Approximately 100 dif¬ 
ferent types of aircraft have 
been built by Convair since 
the first wood, metal and 
fabric TW-3 was put to¬ 
gether at East Greenwich, 
R.I. back in 1923, soon after 
Consolidated Aircraft was 
formed. 

Most of these planes are 
shown in the accompanying 
“genealogy of Convair air¬ 
craft” recently brought up to 
date in this novel form by the 
general drafting section of en¬ 
gineering at Convair SD. Al¬ 
though restricted to our 
planes, the presentation is a 
graphic reminder of the march 
of aviation over the years. 

Of the earlier planes, few 
were built in the numbers as¬ 
sociated with modern production. 
The TW-3s, for example, num¬ 
bered only 20. However,. Con¬ 
solidated's primary trainers 
(PTs) were considered the 
world's best by the services and 
foreign governments and some 
470 were produced over a period 
of years. 

Convair's total yearly business 
today is a far cry from the first 
year of Consolidated's opera¬ 
tions. In that first year total 
sales were $211,000. Profit, inci¬ 
dentally, was $201.98! 

Most successful line through 
the early years was flying boats, 
dating back to the XPY-1 “Ad¬ 
miral” of 1926. A 20-passenger 
version of the same ship, known 
as the “Commodores,” kept the 
company in business during the 
dark days of the depression. A 
tri-motored seaplane called the 
XP2Y-1 followed and then the 
P2Y series and finally the XP3Y 
prototype of the famed “Cata¬ 
lina” (PBY) airplanes that blaz¬ 
ed the way for Convair's vast 
wartime production 10 years 
later. Four-engined “Coronado” 
seaplanes followed still later. 

Another significant air¬ 
plane destined for a big 
future was the XB-24, de¬ 
veloped from drawing 
board to first flight in 
just nine months. Some 
14,000 aircraft based on 
this design were produced 
during the war years and 
the Air Force alone had 17 
versions. 

Convair's B-32 “Dominator” 
hit the Pacific war zones just 
before the fall of Japan. Con¬ 
sidered the very latest in heavy 
bombers, the B-32 gave way to 
the B-36 two years later. Today, 
the huge bombers still hold a key 
position in our defense forces in¬ 
cluding a later version (GRB-36) 
which can launch and retrieve a 
jet fighter in flight. 

All in all, Convair di¬ 
vision set a remarkable 
pace for the aircraft in¬ 
dustry during World War 
II, turning out 28,000 com¬ 
pleted aircraft and ap¬ 
proximately 5,000 more in 
the form of spares. 

Commercially, Convair dates 
its aircraft back to early “Fleet- 
sters,” eight-passenger ships 
which also served as private 
planes and mail carriers. The 
Convair-Liner series (240 and 
340) came into world prominence 
following the war. 

Private flying remembers Con¬ 
vair products from early models 
pf the “Fleet” (some are still 
flying) through the most popular 
private plane of the post-war 
period—the Stinson Voyager. 

War planes bearing the Con¬ 
vair trademark have served the 
armed forces from the early 
XBY-1 dive bombers through the 
P-30 and the P-66 pursuit planes 
built for the Chinese. The A-35 
“Vengeance” dive bomber was 
also a record maker. 

Liaison and observation air¬ 
craft have been important Con¬ 
vair products at various times 
from the days of the 0-19 


§ 





Air armada" above covers over 25 years of aviation. 

it it it 


Dates for most part refer to first flights. 

it it it it it it 


it it it 
through others to the L-5 “Fly¬ 
ing Jeep” of the war years and 
the post-war L-13. 

Many Convair models 
were experimental and 
never advanced beyond 
test flights, such as the 
Model 39 airliner, a 
double - decked passenger 
carrier, the XP-81 equip¬ 
ped with both a turbo¬ 
prop engine and a pure jet 
engine, and the XB-46, a 
then modernistic four- 
engine jet bomber. 

Some experimental planes were 
the forerunners of highly suc¬ 
cessful production models. The 


XF-92A was the world's first 
delta wing aircraft. From its 
delta design came the current F- 
102 interceptors, the XF2Y-1 
“Sea Dart” and in part the XFY- 


Nineteen years ago this month 
(July 15, 1936) R. H. Fleet, then 
president of Consolidated Air¬ 
craft Corp. posted this notice: 

“We take pleasure in an¬ 
nouncing receipt of an award of 
51 flying boats from the U.S. 
Navy, aggregating a total of 
$5,485,115. 

“Fifty of these boats are the 
same model as the 60 flying 


1 “Pogo.” The XP5Y-1 was the 
original airplane from which the 
R3Y “Tradewind” and the R3Y- 

2 “bow loader” was developed. 
Recent production models 


boats now in production. This 
order means that we have on 
our books the largest amount of 
unfilled business in our his¬ 
tory . . . 

“Of the 50 pursuit ships we 
have been building for the 
U.S. Army, 48 have already 
been delivered and the balance 
will be completed by the end 
of this mdnth . . .” 


might well be proving ideas that 
will be included on future air¬ 
craft like the C-131C turboprop 
transport and the C-131B elec¬ 
tronic test bed. 

Other ideas turned out to be 
real museum pieces, like the XP- 
54, a pusher type fighter with an 
elevator for entering and leaving 
the cockpit, (this mechanism also 
served as a catapult in emergen¬ 
cies); a pusher-type personal 
plane that looked like an auto 
(Model 111); and even a “Flying 
Auto” for highways and sky¬ 
ways. A controllable wing air¬ 
plane with an auto-like body ex¬ 
plored the possibilities of controls 
operating movable wings. 


19-Year-0Id Notice at SD Recalled 
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ROCK HOUSE—Randy Wills of Dept. 6 at Pomona is shown 
with house he built of mineral specimens and semi-precious stones. 
Roof is of petrified wood. "Grass" is ground actinolite and green 
opal. 

Collector Solves Rock Storage 
Problem by Building a 'House 


Convair Pomona’s Randy Wills 
(Dept. 6) recently discovered a 
fact that most ardent rockhounds 
realize sooner or later. Collecting 
stones is a fascinating hobby, but 
over a period of time they tend 
to accumulate at an alarming 
rate. 

But uhlike many rockhounds, 
who either throw or give away 
less desirable specimens, Wills 
found a use for his. He built a 
house with them. 

The “house” is approximately 
14 inches long, about 10 inches 
wide, and 10 or 11 inches high. It 
is complete with fireplace, flower 
gardens and lawn, is equipped 
with a well, and even has a couple 
of “chickens”—natural formations 
of chalcedony—in the yard. 

“I got the idea for the house 
last Christmas when I was 
making a gingerbread house,” 
Wills said. “It took about 80 
hours to build, working at 
around three hours at a stretch. 
Each stone was fitted for its 
particular place, in the same 
manner that real stone houses 
are built.” 

Shingles on the house, as well 
as the door and window frames, 
are made of petrified wood. Walls 
are made of jasper, agate, rhodo¬ 
nite, opal, fire opal, and many 
other types of stone. Grass in the 
yard is made of ground actinolite 
and green opal, and the path to 
the front door is of ground jas¬ 
per, as is the “soil” in the flower 
gardens. 


Flowers in the garden are for¬ 
mations of amethyst, and the en¬ 
tire house is mounted on plate 
glass. Only three pieces of wood 
are used in construction, and they 
are the rafters. All of the stones 
used in the house were collected 
by Wills on field trips to the 
Mojave desert. 

Wills first became interested in 
rockhounding about two years 
ago, and has been a member of 
the CRA Rockhounds at Pomona 
since shortly after he joined the 
company about a year ago. He 
now has his own lapidary shop, 
and he is also making a movie of 
his field trips to the desert. 

Coggan Cited For 
Red Cross Service 

B. F. Coggan, manager at Con¬ 
vair SD, this month was cited by 
the American National Red Cross 
“in grateful recognition of volun¬ 
teer services rendered.” 

Coggan served as national vice 
chairman for the 1955 Red Cross 
Campaign. He is currently serv¬ 
ing on the board of directors and 
executive committee of the San 
Diego Chapter. 


SHERROD ROTATED 

E. F. Sherrod, assistant man¬ 
ager of contracts at SD, has been 
assigned to long range planning 
as acting program planning ad¬ 
ministrator, July 11-Sept. 30, in 
an executive development assign¬ 
ment. 


CONVAIR SONS HIKE 
52 MILES IN WEEK 

Twenty-one youngsters, most 
of them sons of Convair SD em¬ 
ployees, were back in town this 
week recalling happenings during 
an eight-day trip to Sequoia 
National Park early this month. 

The trip was sponsored joint¬ 
ly by CRA and the Convair SD 
Management Club through Air 
Explorer Squadron 340. The trip 
originated and terminated at San 
Diego with six days spent hiking 
in the park. 

The boys covered 52 miles and 
hiked over a 10,800-foot pass 
during the course of their trip. 

Advisors making the trip in¬ 
cluded Andy Drollinger, Ralph 
Moseley, Don Dreyer and Leon 
Cooley, all of Dept. 6 at San 
Diego. 

New Type of Coffee 
Machines Appear 

A battery of 60 new automatic 
coffee machines made their ap¬ 
pearance recently throughout 
Plants 1 and 2 at Convair SD. 

The machines are the latest 
type and are designed to provide 
a better blend of instant coffee 
in a variety of combinations to 
satisfy all tastes. Hot chocolate 
is also dispensed through the ma¬ 
chines. 

The new coffee machines follow 
recent installations of new soft 
drink and cigarette vending ma¬ 
chines. 


Dept. 225 Regains Lead 
In SD Cost Reducing 

Dept. 225 (tubing and cable) 
regained its position at the head 
of the pack during June, figures 
in the continuing cost reduction 
program at Convair SD indicated 
this week. In second place was 
Dept. 202 with Dept. 203 ranking 
third. 


The XC-99 set another record 
this month on a “routine” trip to 
Convair Fort Worth. It was a 
new passenger-carrying record 
for land-based planes. 

The Air Force transport landed 
at Convair July 12 with 212 per¬ 
sons aboard—college Air Force 
ROTC students in summer camp 
at Kelly Air Force Base. 

(On the flight, only the upper 
deck of the double-decked trans¬ 
port was used. Actually, the Con¬ 
vair built ship has a design ca¬ 
pacity of 400 passengers.) 

After inspecting Convair, the 
cadets flew back to San Antonio 
that afternoon. 

An experimental transport ver¬ 
sion of the B-36, the XC-99 for 
the past five years has been haul¬ 
ing high priority cargo for the 
Air Force in an extensive evalua¬ 
tion program. 

During that time, it has set at 
least 21 international records for 
cargo-carrying aircraft. It once 



EQUIPPED —Neither a "mad 
dog, nor an Englishman," Pomona 
Guard Casey Folkner nevertheless 
goes out in the mid-day sun. He's 
well equipped, as are rest of 
force, with pith helmet and light 
uniform. Hat is recent addition. 


From Fort Worth, Texas, to 
Frankfurt, Germany, and return. 
All for $1! 

That’s the story Jesse Shep¬ 
herd, Convair Fort Worth design 
engineer, can tell this week. 

Shepherd will go to Ger¬ 
many this fall on a “ticket” 
he won with a glider he built 
for $1. 

The glider—and Shepherd’s 
model skill—won him a place in 
international model plane com¬ 
petition to be held Sept. 3-5 in 
Germany. Shepherd will go as 
an alternate or “proxy” flyer. 
Transportation will be provided 
free by the U.S. Air Force. 


hauled a payload of 104,000 
pounds. 

The transport has logged 5,000 
hours in the air, believed to be an 
all-time record for an experimen¬ 
tal airplane. 


Jtte year* Aye... 

Following arc brief excerpts from 
Convairiety of five years ago: 

* * * 

XP5Y-1 up two hours, 20 min¬ 
utes, on sixth test flight at SD. 

* * * 

President Peron on hand for 
inauguration of Convair-Liner 
service in Argentina and celebra¬ 
tion near Buenos Aires. 

* * * 

Employment steps up at San 
Diego as B-36 work gets into full 
swing. About half of plant 
(4,000) on ten-hour day. 

* * * 

Convair men among first to be 
called to colors in Korean emer¬ 
gency. 

* * * 

Test flying starts for first 
Convair-Liner equipped with in¬ 
tegral extra fuel tanks. Planes 
will go to Indonesian Airlines. 

* * * 

First conversion of B-36A to 
RB-36 completed at FW. 


He won his place in regional 
glider flying competition. 

Although a veteran of many 
years of model building and fly¬ 
ing, this is the first time for 
Shepherd to move into inter¬ 
national circles. 

Shepherd’s job at the inter¬ 
national meet will be to serve 
as an alternate for the four-man 
team representing the United 
States. Or he may be chosen to 
fly a plane of some other coun¬ 
try unable to send their own en¬ 
trants. 

(Models are Shepherd ’5 first 
love—both on the job and off. At 
Convair FW he works on re¬ 
search models for wind tunnel 
tests.) 

During the regional finals held 
in Arlington, Texas, this month, 
Shepherd’s glider soared out of 
sight. 

Friends, strategically sta¬ 
tioned in cars, finally spotted 
the wayward glider. But not 
before a cow had munched a 
good part of the wing. 

“It was a lost cause,” said 
Shepherd, “but luckily I had an¬ 
other plane with me so I could 
finish the meet.” 

The ship that Shepherd flew 
was made of balsa and a Japa¬ 
nese made tissue—similar to 
tissue wrapping paper—but con¬ 
siderably stronger. It had a 60- 
inch wing span. 

For the uninitiated, gliders are 
launched at the end of a string 
as are kites. The flyer runs un¬ 
til the plane is airborne. Then 
it’s at the fate of the winds. 

“It usually does all right—un¬ 
less, of course, you hit a down¬ 
ward air current. 

“Otherwise, a glider will stay 
up almost indefinitely, unless 
you control it,” said Shepherd. 

Controlling the glider is rela¬ 
tively simple. A special fuse is 
built in the tail of the ship. The 
fuse burns a string that holds 
the tail. When the tail goes 
down, the plane floats down like 
a parachute. 

Most flights are planned for 
about three minutes. But if 
something happens to the fuse— 
and the tail doesn’t drop—the 
plane may stay up for hours and 
wind up miles and miles away. 

“Then you start building an¬ 
other plane,” said Shepherd. “Or 
get yourself a new hobby.” 



ALL ABOARD—This was crew on acceptance flight of first Navy 
R4Y airplane at San Diego. Reading from top, Capt. F. K. Slason, 
BuAer representative at SD; Lcdr. G. M. Evans, BUAer pilot; C. L. 
Johnson, Dept. 300 SD, flight engineer; and H. F. Hopkins, Dept. 
375, radio operator. 0 




MODEL BUILDER—Jesse Shepherd, design engineer at Convair 
Fort Worth, holds model glider that helped win him a trip to 
Germany in September. He'll compete as an alternate in inter¬ 
national modelers' meet sponsored by the United States. 

XC-99 Sets Another Record With 
212 Passengers on Trip to FW 


Germany-Bound 

Convair Design Engineer Wins 
Trip Abroad With $1 Glider 
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No. 1. Var Saunders of Pomona Management Club 
shown presenting trophy to Padres 1 shortstop Buddy 
Peterson at San Diego as team '4 most inspiring leader. 
Club tried to make award when Padres played Holly¬ 
wood on latter's home field, but Stars objected; so 
Saunders traveled to Lane Field. 


No. 2. United Air Lines is equipping its Convair- 
Liner fleet with new type radar. Nose of model 340 
has been extended 28 inches to house antenna and 
gear mechanism. 


No. 3. John Jay Hopkins, left, founder and chairman 
of International Golf Association, and President of the 
United States Dwight D. Eisenhower welcome golfers of 
25 nations at a White House reception prior to Canada 
Cup and International Cup competition. 


No. 4. L. E. Wilson of FW Dept. 25-3 grew this 
whopping big (34-inch) okra at his River Oaks home. 
It grew four inches a day! 


No. 5. This was San Diego crew that went back to 
Wright-Patterson AFB to assemble an F-102 there for 
static testing. It was first plane to be assembled away 
from home. 


No. 6. Car representing Texas in All States parade 
in Ontario, Calif., driven by Pomona's Bob Judy, carried 
rear sign that almost got him "lynched." He pleaded 
not guilty and escaped unharmed. 


No. 7. When YC-131C came home to Fort Worth 
this was welcoming scene. Left to right: E. E. Finch, 
modernization manager; V. Dolson, development man¬ 
ager; Brig. Gen. B. E. Allen, Lt. Col. L. J. Hutton, AF 
plant rep.; W. A. Clegern, San Antonio office manager; 
B. G. Reed, assistant FW manager. 


No. 8. A model of the F-102A, supplied by Convair 
public relations, drew some close attention recently 
when it was on display in the concourse of the Pen¬ 
tagon Building in Washington, D.C. 


No. 9. First man to fly 2,500 hours in an experi¬ 
mental aircraft—AF's XC-99, built by Convair—is 
Staff Sgt. Gerald R. Petty, shown receiving special Con¬ 
vair pin from W. A. Clegern, Convair San Antonio 
manager. 


No. 10. S. T. Paine, SD research engineer, works 
out problem on CRC-105 special purpose computer, one 
of two being installed at Convair SD. Answers are typed 
out automatically on electric typewriter. 
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CHAMPS—Convair youngsters ran away with the honors in recent Soap Box race in Fort Worth. 
These youngsters won gift certificates from CRA for best time in laps. They are: Jerry Levisee, 
Ronald Redden, Thomas Morton, Charles Hargrove, Eddie Anthony and Courtenay DeLorme. 


Full Schedule Slated for CRA 
Bridge Players During Summer 

Convair Fort Worth bridge players will have a full 
schedule of a variety of events this summer. 

According to Glen Stogsdill, commissioner, duplicate 
bridge will be played at 8 p. m. each Friday at the CRA 
Center. 


Courtenay DeLorme Races Away 
With City Soap Box Derby Crown 

Convair Fort Worth youngsters showed their stuff this 
month and ran away with the prizes. 

The event was the annual Soap Box Derby held in Fort 
Worth prior to finals later this summer in Akron. 

In first place was Courtenay DeLorme, son of W. C. 


On the third Friday of each 
month, a special events night will 
be held. There will be prizes for 
the winners. Light refreshments 
will be served. 

Special events night is restrict¬ 
ed solely to Convair Fort Worth 
employees, members of their 
families, and Air Force or vendor 
representatives assigned to Con¬ 
vair. 

Master Point night will be 
held each second Friday of the 
month. 

Stogsdill said that although 
duplicate bridge is played regu¬ 
larly, party or contract bridge 

Camera Fans to 
Get Photo Tips 

CRA shutterbugs will get some 
extra information on improving 
their pictures during the next 
meeting of the group on Aug. 8. 

George Lockhart and Art Hoel, 
both of engineering illustrations, 
and top photographers of the 
group, will give a demonstration 
of various commercial retouch¬ 
ing methods. 

Steve Cook, commissioner, an¬ 
nounced that slides by H. For¬ 
sythe and Winfred Seamen won 
places in a recent Gulf States 
Camera Council monthly contest. 

Cook urged members to get 
ready prints to submit to up¬ 
coming contests during Septem¬ 
ber. 

Six prints are needed for the 
Beaumont State Fair exhibit. 
The Convair camera club took 
fourth place last year in the con¬ 
test. 

Five prints are also needed for 
the Gulf States Camera Council 
sponsored exhibit to be held in 
Shreveport during October. 

All Camera fans are invited 
to attend the club meetings at 
7:30 p. m. on every second and 
fourth Monday at the CRA Cen¬ 
ter. 


will be played if enough people 
are interested. 

"If you don’t have a partner,” 
said Stogsdill, “come on out any¬ 
way. We’ll match you up.” 

Further information about the 
bridge activity is available from 
Stogsdill at ext. 2216. 

Stamp Film Set 
For Meeting 

J. D. White, CRA stamp and 
coin commissioner, this week an¬ 
nounced further plans for the 
summer meetings of the activity. 

On Aug. 2, the group will view 
a film, “Stagecoach to the Stars”. 
The movie shows different types 
of Canadian stamps. 

A general auction night will be 
staged on Aug. 16. During the 
auction, CRA stamp collectors 
will bid for different types of 
stamps. 

On September 6 the group will 
hold a short auction and bingo 
party. 

At the next meeting after that, 
Sept. 20, a mixture picking party 
will be staged. 

As a special event, prizes will 
be awarded to members who 
attend four consecutive meetings. 
The contest started July 19 and 
runs Aug. 2, 16 and Sept. 6. 

“We’d like all Convair em¬ 
ployees—or members of their 
families — interested in stamp 
collecting to meet with us,” said 
White. “It doesn’t cost a thing 
to belong. And we’re sure you’ll 
enjoy meeting with us.” 

The group meets the first and 
third Tuesdays of each month at 
the CRA Center on Lackland 
Road. 


Is it news? Then grab a tele¬ 
phone and call Convairiety: 

Ext. 5290 


Unusual Cake 
Highlights Party 

A trip from Convair Fort 
Worth all the way to San Diego 
on a cake . . . 

A neat trick in reality per¬ 
haps, but it was worked out for 
a going-away party for Nell 
Shuter, formerly of L. L. Turner’s 
office. 

Nell left Convair Fort Worth 
July 20 when her husband Fred 
L. Shuter, GFP general super¬ 
visor, was transferred to San 
Diego. 

At lunch time July 20, Nell 
and about 50 friends shared an 
elaborate cake decorated with 
cactus, an ocean and Highway 66. 


Gowins Retains 
Washers Title 

Champ again! ! I 

It’s Wesley Gowins, undisputed 
champion washer pitcher of Con¬ 
vair Fort Worth. 

Gowins successfully defended 
his title this month by defeating 
G. W. Dickey in a best two-out- 
of three match. They pitched the 
special match July 16 during the 
annual summer tourney at the 
CRA Center. 

Gowins has a long line of wins - 
to his credit. In 1949 he became 
the first washer pitching champ 
by winning a plant-wide elimina¬ 
tion tourney from contestants 
throughout the plant. 

“Since that time, 14 different 
top pitchers have tried to cap¬ 
ture the crown,” said Hugh Pen¬ 
nington, commissioner. “Only one 
was successful—O. P. Brown. 
He held the title for six months 
last year. 

“But he lost out to Gowins in 
the next match.” 

Not only did Gowins retain his 
championship title, but he walked 
away from a field of 40 pitchers 
as well. He also won first place 
in the singles tourney. 

Gowins won 54 games during 
the four-hour contest. It was 
staged on a “pitch till you lose” 
basis. 

Second place went to Merrell 
Goolsby; third to J. R. Perez, 
fourth to G. W. Dickey, and fifth 
to O. P. Brown. 

All received gift certificates. 


DeLorme, of estimating. Second 
place went to Eddie Mark An¬ 
thony, son of H. M. Anthony, of 
modernization. The boy with the 
best constructed car was Charles 
Hargrove, son of C. C. Hargrove 
of Air Force quality control. 

Other Convair boys who won 
gift certificates from CRA were: 
Ronald Redden, son of C. D. 
Redden of material; Jerry Lynn 
Levisee, son of S. E. Levisee, 
of modernization; and Thomas D. 
Morton, son of G. D. Morton* of 
development. 

Courtenay chalked up the win¬ 
ning time with his sleek yellow 
racer with red plastic seat and 
trim. He won over 58 other con¬ 
testants in 32 seconds flat. His 
prize was a trip to Akron for the 
national race. If he wins there, 
he’ll get a college scholarship. 

Close behind was Eddie An¬ 
thony who crossed the finish line 
with a time of 32.1 seconds. He 
won a $150 movie camera and 
projector. 

Charles Hargrove won a $150 

CRA Group Names 
Gilbert New President 

Joe Gilbert was elected presi¬ 
dent of the newly-formed CRA 
art activity last month. Vice 
president is Don Kirk and secre¬ 
tary-treasurer is Mrs. J. R. Dean. 

E. D. Weimer, commissioner, 
announced that work will begin 
on projects at the Aug. 4 meet¬ 
ing of the group at the Fort 
Worth Art Center. 

Weimer said local art instruc¬ 
tors will meet with the group 
during several sessions. 

Convair employees interested 
in art or learning more about 
painting or drawing are urged 
to attend the meetings. 


Stanley tool board set with his 
“best constructed” car. 

The 12-year old winner is no 
stranger to prize-winning. When 
he was four, he won a model air¬ 
plane building contest in compe¬ 
tition with teenagers. 

“He spent a lot of time with 
the car,” said his father, W. C. 
DeLorme. “It meant a lot of re¬ 
doing at times, but he wanted 
that car to be the best he could 
put together. We’re pretty proud 
of the job he did.” 

Courtenay, in addition to his 
trip to Akron, won the T. H. 
Keating plaque, an award from 
the general manager of the 
Chevrolet Division, a national 
sponsor of the event. 

Rodeo Ducats 
Are Cut-Rate 

Action packed Saturday nights 
are in store for Convair em¬ 
ployees at the CRA Ranch. 

Each Saturday—starting at 8 
p. m.—rodeos are staged at the 
Ranch. 

Convair employees may ‘obtain 
special cut-rate tickets for the 
rodeos at the CRA office. The 
tickets are 75 cents at the office 
—a 25-cent reduction from regu¬ 
lar admission price. 

Children under 12 are admitted 
free when accompanied by their 
parents. 

The rodeos feature top per¬ 
formers. Riding, roping; calf 
roping, barrel racing, bronc rid¬ 
ing and bull riding are some of 
the events staged. 

Convair employees interested 
in entering the events may obtain 
further information at the CRA 
office, ext. 5141. 



WINNING STYLE—Wesley Gowins, plant washer pitching 
champ, shows easy style that wins him crown after crown. Gowins 
recently defeated G. W. Dickey for plant title. 


es 

(CRA stands for Convair Recreation Asso¬ 
ciation, an organization to which all Convair 
employees belong. Financed by proceeds from 
candy and soft drink machines in the plant, the 
association is run by a Council of employees 


who are commissioners of various activities. The 
association is run by employees for the benefit 
and recreation of employees. All Convair people 
are free to join any of the groups listed on this 
page.) 


CRA Activiti 

Fort Worth 

ARCHERY—H. L. Lucas, commissioner, 
ext. 6210. Range open from 6 to 10 p.m. 
each Tuesday to everyone. 

ART—E. D. Weimer, commisisoner, ext. 
3123. 7 to 9:30 p.m. each Thursday, Fort 
Worth Art Center Studio. 

BADMINTON—Kenneth Browne, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 2131. Season closed. 

BALLROOM DANCING—I. M. Pember¬ 
ton, commissioner, ext. 3121. Classes each 
Sunday, 2 and 4:15 p.m., CRA Center. 

BASEBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, 
LO-2959. City play now under way. 

BOWLING—H. G. Starkey, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 6290. 

BRIDGE—Glen Stogsdill, commissioner, 
ext. 4225. Regular duplicate play each 
Friday. 

CAMERA—Stephen Cook, commissioner, 
ext. 2122. Bob Bogen, ext. 4180, second 
shift co-ordinator. Meetings 7:30 p. m. 
every second and fourth Monday, CRA 
Center. 

CHECKERS, CHESS, DOMINOES — 
J. E. Pair, commissioner, ext. 4283. 


DRAMA—E. S. Brown, commissioner, 
ext. 5242. 7:30 p. m. every Tuesday CRA 
Playhouse rcdecoration. 

FISHING—Bill Parrish, commissioner, 
ext. 5296. 

GOLF—Lawrence Armstrong, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 2273. Plant-wide tourney, Aug. 
13. 

HORSESHOES — Finn Wahl, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 3132. 

HUNTING—Bill Parrish, commissioner, 
ext. 5296. 

ICE SKATING—Glen Carter, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 3207. No skating this summer. 

JUNIOR BASEBALL—A. K. Lawley, 
commissioner, ext. 4293. Season open. 
Games each Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday at CRA Diamond. 


MODEL AIRPLANE—R. J. Heist, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 4280. 

MODEL RAILROAD—Roger Bock, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 7107. Regular meeting every 
Monday, 7:30 p.m. CRA Center. 

MOVIES — Miscellaneous movies each 
Monday during lunch period at 50-foot aisle. 

RADIO—Larry Brandvig, commissioner, 
ext. 5179. Regular radio night, July 27, 
August 3, 10, CRA Center. 

RIDING—Guy Lewis, commissioner, ext. 
6266. 

ROPING—Guy Lewis, commissioner, ext. 
6266. Roping club 7 p. m. each Tuesday. 
Cutting horse club 7 p. m. each Wednes¬ 
day. Barrel race club 7 p. m. each Fri¬ 
day. Rodeo 8 p. m. each Saturday. 

SOFTBALL — Jack Brittain, commis¬ 
sioner, LO-2959. Season play under way. 


SQUARE DANCING — Ross Carney, 
commissioner, ext. 3155. Instructions and 
dancing for beginners 7 to 8 p.m. and ad¬ 
vanced classes 8 to 10 p.m. each Monday 
at Northside Recreation Building. 

STAMP AND COIN—J. D. White, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 2250. Regular meetings first 
and third Tuesdays each month. 

TABLE TENNIS—John Rangel, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 5141. 7:30 p. m. July 29, 

August 5, Central YMCA. August 9, 
CRA Center. 

TENNIS—Walter Bradley, commissioner, 
ext. 7203. Regular tennis play 7 to 9 p.m. 
each Tuesday and Thursday, Forest Park 
Courts. Plant-wide Tourney July 27-Aug. 
10 . 

VOLLEYBALL—H. L. Shaw, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 5141. 


Join the Fun! 

WASHER PITCHING—Hugh Penning¬ 
ton, commissioner, ext. 2196. 

WEIGHT LIFTING—d. B. Hale, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 5267. Weight lifting for first 
shift 4 to 7 p m. Tuesday, Thursday and 
Saturday at CRA Center; for second and 
third shift 8 a.m. to noon, Monday, Wed¬ 
nesday and Friday. 

CRA RANCH—PE-0054. 

Daingerfield 

BOWLING—L. R. Latch, Dept. 1. 
DOMINOES, CHECKERS and BRIDGE 
J. A. Wolfe, Dept. 1. 

HORSESHOES—P. G. Wells, Dept. 1. 
HUNTING AND FISHING — P. P. 
Steger, ext. 414. 

MODEL AIRPLANES—W. A. Reed, Jr., 
Dept. 2. 

RIFLE AND PISTOL—E. C. Frye, Dept. 

SOFTBALL—R. B. Lawrence, Dept. 1. 
WASHERS—W. S. Talk, Dept. 2. 
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New Singles Tennis Champ Race 
Proves Good Battle for Contenders 


Second Shift Night 
Is Staged July 24 

Convair Fort Worth second 
shift employees enjoyed a free 
night of baseball on July 24. 

They were the guests of the 
Fort Worth Cats at La Grave 
field in a game with the San 
Antonio Missions. 


WHOOSH—Over the net it goes in hot match between Jim Addison and Bob Wood. Wood 
won 6-1, 6-3. They're contenders for title in planl-wide tennis tourney now in progress. 


Convair Fort Worth will have a new plant-wide tennis 
champ this year—and it will be a nip-and-tuck battle for 
the title. 

Frank Caldarola, 1954 champ, is out of singles play 
this year, leaving the field wide open for a new crown- 


holder. 

“And there are plenty of prom¬ 
ising candidates,” said Walter 
Bradley, commissioner. “The new 
players are providing good com¬ 
petition. It’s hard to figure who 
might win.” 

Some of the more promising 
players are Jim Addison, Bob 
Wood, Gene St. John and John 
Baker. Baker is one of the 
strongest contenders. 

Wood, former University of 
Detroit player, beat Addison, 
from Auburn University, 6-1, 6-3 
in a match played last week. 
Addison went on to down Roy 
Harrison 12-10, 7-5 in a tennis 
marathon lasting nearly three 
hours. 

Phil Mahaffey trounced Duane 
Howard 6-1, 6-1 and Claude Neil 
upset Francis Horner 5-7, 6-0, 
6 -2. Neil went on to beat Ted 
Hernandez 6-0, 6-0. 

A special match was staged 
July 21 between long-time sports 

Casino Beach Tickets 
Available for $2 

Convair Fort Worth employees 
still have a few good swimming 
months ahead. And they can 
swim at reduced rates through a 
special arrangement with the 
Casino Beach and Convair Recre¬ 
ation Association. 

Swimming tickets in books of 
eight are available at the CRA 
office for $2—more than $1 be¬ 
low the regular admission price. 

The Casino offers amusements, 
boat rides, boat docks and re¬ 
freshments available at a slight 
extra cost. 

Further information about the 
beach facilities are available at 
the CRA office, ext. 5141. 


rivals Buck Roberson and Brad¬ 
ley. Outcome of the match was 
not available at Convairiety press 
time. 

Singles play was expected to 
wind up this week. Players then 
will go into doubles and consola¬ 
tion play. 

Although several women have 
signed up for the tourney, wo¬ 
men’s play will not be held unless 
there are more entrants. 

“We’ve got some good women 
players,” said Bradley. “We’d 
like to hold a women’s event. 
But we need more players. If 
you’d like to try your hand, we’d 
like to have you come out and 
join us.” 

Women interested in playing in 
the tennis tourney are urged to 
sign up at the CRA office or to 
contact Bradley at ext. 5115. 

Original Acts 
Spark Banquet 

CRA table tennis players at 
Convair Fort Worth had them¬ 
selves a bang-up time last month 
during their annual banquet. 

John Rangel, commissioner, 
presented trophies to winners of 
the recent plant-wide tourney 
after the dinner. 

Several members of the activi¬ 
ty provided the entertainment 
after a community sing led by 
Charlie Schneider, master of cere¬ 
monies. Closing the singing was 
an original song written by 
Schneider. 

Special acts presented were: 
a barbershop quartet by the 
Schneider family; piano selec¬ 
tions by Mrs. J. T. Hilliard, a 
minstrel act by Swede Sandquist 
and Jean and Dave Clutterham; 
minute sketches by Rangel and 
a baritone solo by Charles Crox- 
ton. 

The entertainment ended with 
a table tennis match between 
Carolyn Norman and Sharon 
Sandquist. Miss Norman won the 
match. 


MAKING SURE—Lawrence Armstrong, CRA commissioner, 
bones up on his game for the up-coming plant wide tourney. In 
the background are J. S. Wade, Roy Atnip and L. E. Maxwell. 


Although official records were 
unavailable at Convairiety press 
time, a good crowd was expected 
to enjoy Convair Night for 
second shift employees. 


KNOW-HOW—It was baseball know-how that won first half 
championship for the White Settlement Indians shown here. They 
play in 12-and-under Convair league. 


Golfers Get Set 
For Plant Tilt 

CRA golfers were brushing up 
on their drives and putts this 
week getting ready for the plant¬ 
wide tourney slated for an opener 
on Aug. 13. 

It was anybody’s guess who 
would be next plant champion 
since 1954 champ, Carl Hoera, has 
left the company. 

Strong contenders were George 
Young, Wendall Waddle, A. J. 
Baskin, Ray Lanham, J. T. Tyler, 
J, T. Ramsel and Lawrence Arm¬ 
strong, commissioner. 

“It’ll be a good race for the 
title,” said Armstrong. “We ex¬ 
pect plenty of competition.” 

The championship and first 
flights will be played at Worth 
Hills. Place of other flights will 
be announced later. 

Championship and first flight 
will be medal play with one 
round on each week. Matches will 
be played on each of the city 
courses. 

Pairing and starting times will 
be established each week for 
these flights. Contestants unable 
to play at this time must notify 
the CRA office by Thursday noon 
before the Saturday of play. 

Other flights will be match 
play. Opponents will set the 
time, day and course. Pairing 
and results will be posted each 
week in the CRA office on the 
50-foot aisle. 

All contestants must have an 
established handicap on file in 
the CRA office to be eligible to 
compete for prizes. There will be 
no qualifying rounds. Instead, 
flights will be determined by es¬ 
tablished handicap. 

All flights will consist of 16 
players. First round losers will 
compete in the consolation flight. 

Prizes will be awarded to first 
four places in championship and 
first flight and to winner and 
runner-up in all other flights. 

Entries for the tourney close 
Aug. 8. Registration is $2 plus 
green fees. 

Further information is avail¬ 
able at the CRA office, ext. 5141. 


Baseball, Softball Teams Make 
Good Showings in League Play 

A round up of baseball and softball activities of Convair 
Recreation Association sponsored teams showed some good 
results this week as most teams moved into the first part 
of second half play. 

In the Major City League, the CRA baseball nine was 
in second place with a two-win, 


one loss record. Three games 
have been played in the second 
half series. Jim Hill Produce 
holds the league lead with a 
perfect three-win tally. 

* * * 

The Convair team in the Syca¬ 
more league was in third place 
this week under the first ranking 
Police Youth and second place 


CAREFUL NOW — George 
Young, strong bidder for golf 
crown, takes careful stance as 
Wendall Waddle gets ready to 
lift flag. 


Ratliff teams. Convair has 6 Y 2 
wins and 5% losses. 

* * * 

Going over to the softball 
teams, the hard-hitting CRA 
Bombers held their first place 
lead with an 8-4 score. Second 
place Sampley’s Cleaners follows 
by two games. The Bombers play 
in the city Commercial League. 

* * * 

Playing in the all-Convair soft- 
ball league, the Hustlers retained 
their lead in the second half after 
running away with first half 
play. 

The Hustlers have a 11-1 tally. 
Second place is the 7-5 score 
racked up by the Fighters. Dept. 
24-2 and Traffic are tied with a 
three win, nine loss record. 

* * * 

Fifteen and 16 year olds were 
in third place in the American 
League. Graduates of Convair 
Little League and Teeners play, 
the Jets have won 4 1 4s and lost 
7 1 /2 games. 

Topsy’s leads the league with 
Gorbett Brothers in second place. 

Top pitchers are Red Reynolds, 
Gene Carter and Pody Williams. 
Games are played at 6:30 on 
Mondays at Sycamore and 8:30 
Fridays at Z-Boaz. 

* * * 

The Teeners, 13-14 year old 
whizzes, suffered their first de¬ 
feat of the season—and of several 
years—in a game July 20 with 
Birdville Merchants. 

After a raft of no-hitters by 
Stan Standridge and Lynn Strick¬ 
land, the boys were downed 11-5 
in an upset. 

They lead the league with an 
8-1 tally. 

* * * 

In 12 and under play, the In¬ 
dians held the league lead with 
a five win, one loss score. In 
second place are the Pirates with 
four to two. Third place are the 
Panthers with a three-three. The 
Yellow Jackets trail with six 
losses. 


Low, Feldhausen Take 
Round Robin Honors 


LETTING GO—Jerry Allison, 
pint-size pitcher is one of reasons 
behind White Settlement In¬ 
dians' winning record. 


H. G. Starkey, CRA bowling 
commissioner, this week an¬ 
nounced winners of the recent 
Convair round robin bowling 
tourney. 

Winner of Class A high game 
was C. Low with a 237. A. Per- 
gande had high series for the 
class A bowlers. 

In class B bowling, Jack Brei- 
tenstein tied with H. T. Feldhau¬ 
sen with a 225. Breitenstein 
bowled high series with 404. 

Low also won class A with 22.5 
games and a straight average of 
177. 
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Convair Terriers Find Their Targets Over Atlantic in Navy Tests 




'Mv ' 






NIGHT FLIGHT—Terrier is outlined in its launcher by blast glare from launching of another Terrier 
nearby. Scene was during a Navy exercise off Atlantic coast. At left is target, a drone plane, a sec¬ 
ond before it disintegrated. _ 


B-36 Landing Gear Completely 
Dismantled as SAM-SAC Step 


dergoes a series of operations. 


TERRIER TAKEOFF—Navy's newest anti-aircraft guided missile, 
the Terrier, built by Convair at Pomona, leaves deck of converted 
battleship USS Mississippi. 

Terriers Will Arm New 
Navy Missile Cruisers 

The Terrier, anti-aircraft missile being built in quan¬ 
tity by Convair at the Pomona plant, drew national at¬ 
tention last week with the release of new photos by the 
Navy and a spread in Life Magazine. 


Sure-footedness on the ground 
—as well as air-worthiness—is 
assured B-36s that leave Convair 
Fort Worth these days for more 
years of combat ready service in 
the Air Force. 

And to make certain the big 
bombers are both steady and 
sure on the runways, their “pins” 
get a check-up more searching 
than any ever given a champion 
heavyweight on the eve of a big 
fight. 

As part of Convair’s con¬ 
tinuing SAM-SAC program, 
the 200-ton bombers are put on 
jacks and the entire main land¬ 
ing gear—weighing a total of 
about 13,500 pounds—is re¬ 
moved by modernization de¬ 
partment crews. 

Then it's moved by a crane 
car to the Dept. 50 landing gear 
shop in the assembly building. 

Dept. 50 crews completely dis¬ 
mantle the gear. Every remov¬ 
able part is taken off. And 
everything that comes apart is 
taken apart. 

“We inspect the tires,” said 
Bill Govett, final assembly fore¬ 
man, “to make sure they’re in 
good shape. If they pass the test 
we store them until we’re ready 
to put them back on the gear.” 

In the meantime the gear un¬ 


The wheels are inspected. Brakes 
are dismantled. All paint is re¬ 
moved. 

“The gear is checked by 
Magnaglow process,” said Govett. 
“The Magnaglow checks all fer¬ 
rous parts for cracks and breaks. 
And Zyglo checks all parts that 
are non-ferrous. 

“This is the best way to check 
for any trouble that might have 
developed after a number of 
landings. And to help prevent 
any from developing in the 
future.” 

While this work goes on, crews 
take the bearings apart and in¬ 
spect them. Usable bearings get 
a thorough greasing before 
they’re reassembled and rein¬ 
stalled. 

“Dept. 74 crews step in next 
and cover the gear with a coat 
of rust repellant paint,” said 
Govett. “Then we’re ready to 
put everything back together 
again.” 

Dept. 50 employees reassemble 
the gear. After inspection, it’s 
ready to go back to moderniza¬ 
tion departments to be installed 
on the plane. 

Landing gear check is part of 
Phase Two program which XB-36 
recently completed. 


Convair Volunteers 
Help in Fire Fight 

Convair men assigned to 
Holloman Air Development 
Center at Holloman AFB, New 
Mexico, were in the front lines 
during a lumber mill fire and 
thereby made page one of the 
Alamogordo Daily News. 

K. A. Swanson, flight test 

engineer, was photographed 
with the hose brigade and Dick 
Teller, also of the Convair 
colony, rated a short story. 
Both had rushed to the scene 
of the night fire and volunteer¬ 
ed their services. 

“Any time the Alamogordo 
volunteer fire department runs 
low on local assistance they 

can call on California,” the 

newspaper reported in describ¬ 
ing Teller’s activity on the 

nozzle of a fire hose. 


Convair Men Join 
Sclerosis Board 

Three Convair SD men have 
been named directors of the San 
Diego Chapter, National Multiple 
Sclerosis Society. 

They are LeRoy Fitzgerald of 
plant engineering; Thomas J. 
Elliott, Dept. 410 buyer; and 
Truman P. Solberg of general 
accounting. Convair further is 
represented on the board by Bar¬ 
bara Vincent of accounts pay¬ 
able. 


Photographs showed the mis¬ 
sile in both day and night ac¬ 
tion, launched from the deck of 
the converted battleship USS 
Mississippi during fleet exercises 
off the Atlantic coast. 

Meanwhile, it was announced 
that the Marine Corps has se¬ 
lected the Terrier as its first 
anti-aircraft missile; and they 
will be the armament for the 
Navy’s first two guided missile 
cruisers, the USS Boston and 
the USS Canberra. 

The supersonic Terrier is 
rocket-propelled, is deadlier and 
has greater range than even the 
largest anti-aircraft guns. Its 
mission is to seek out and destroy 
any types of attacking aircraft 
and is suitable for both ground 
or ship launching. It is unaffect¬ 
ed by poor weather or low visi¬ 
bility. 


From among industrial papers 
published more than once a 
month, Convairiety has been 
chosen as doing the best job of 
furthering recreation programs. 

The award was made this 
month in the first annual na¬ 
tional editorial contest spon¬ 
sored by Industrial Sports and 
Recreation magazine. Second 
place in this division went to 
Voice of Motorola and third to 
Ford Rouge News. Among the 
honorable mentions were Gen¬ 
eral Electric News and Hughes 
News. 

There were 76 entries in the 
Contest in all, 30 of them in the 
division which included Con¬ 
vairiety. Judges commented 
that in this division competition 


Perhaps the gulls that follow 
the USS Mississippi are used 
to the noise and concussion of 
big guns. At any rate, they ap¬ 
peared startled but unharmed 
by the flaming trails left by 
the Terriers during launching. 

The Marine Corps has selected 
the Terrier, it was announced, 
because of adaptability to am¬ 
phibious operations. 

P4Y-2K drone planes were used 
as targets during the fleet exer¬ 
cises. Terriers destroyed them 
with exploding shrapnel. 

The Terrier was developed for 
the Navy Bureau of Ordnance 
by Convair under the technical 
direction of the Johns Hopkins 
University Applied Physics Lab¬ 
oratory. Much of the development 
work was performed at Convair 
Daingerfield. 


was very close because, al¬ 
though there were fewer en¬ 
tries, there were more out¬ 
standing competitors. 

Three main factors were con¬ 
sidered: how thoroughly are 
recreation activities covered ? 
how well presented? and how 
much support is given to up¬ 
coming events? Judges found 
generally that although many 
papers give good coverage after 
an event, fewer give sufficient 
support in advance. 

This is the second award 
Convairiety has received this 
year. The first was an award 
for overall excellence presented 
by the International Council of 
Industrial Editors in another 
nationwide contest. 


Convairiety Wins Top Award For 
Best in Backing Plant Recreation 



CHECKING THE "PINS"—At. left, B. I. McClure of inspection tests B-36 
landing gear to detect any possible cracks; while, at right, L. E. Stegint and C. L. 


Pannell of Dept. 50 use giant-size wrenches on gear. In center is gear ready to go 
again. 
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New GRB-36 Model in 
Sky High Practice With 
Combat-Ready Fighter 


RF-84F “trapeze act” was m 
in the skies over Texas 


this 



Commander of the GRB-36 
in current tests is Convair's Ray 
Fitzgerald, at controls. 



Maj. C. E. Good, who flew 
F-84 prototype in previous tests, 
will check out another pilot. 



The new GRB-36 and 
full dress rehearsal high 
week. 

Directing the airborne practice sessions were Convair 
Fort Worth's Ray Fitzgerald and the Air Force's Maj. C. 

E. Good. 

Fitzgerald is commander of 
the flying trapeze platform— 
the GRB-36. This is a B-36 
specially equipped to carry, to 
launch and to pick up an RF-84 
jet fighter in flight. 

Major Good is the performer 
who catches the trapeze—the 
man who flies the jet which 
hooks onto the B-36 and nestles 
almost inside its bomb bays. 

Handling the flying trapeze 
itself—to make sure it’s in the 
right place at the right time for 
the jet to latch onto—is R. E. 
Fisher, veteran Convair flight 
engineer. He operates from a 
post inside the forward cabin 
Object of the first flights in 
the new series is to check out 
the operation of the various new 
mechanisms on the B-36 and the 
RF-84F, and to provide experi¬ 
ence for the men handling them. 

After that, they go into a new 
phase. Then the GRB-36 crew 
and Major Good will be training 
a new performer, Capt. J. T. 
Mathewson, an experienced F-84 
jet pilot. 

Capt. Mathewson, before he 
tackles the job ahead, will have 
the benefit of all Major Good’? 
experience in the act. The major 
performed the hooking and 
launching operation in earlier 
versions about 100 times. 

After the captain is thorough¬ 
ly familiar with the routine, 
he’ll take over for the remainder 
of the Convair test program on 
the new GRB-36 systems, which 
are refinements on the original 
ones built into the prototype 
launching and retrieving ap¬ 
paratus made public earlier. 

At the same time, Convair 
was negotiating with the Air 
Force on two other aspects of 
the project. One, if carried out, 
would see the return of all Air 
Force GRB-36s to Convair Fort 
Worth for changes which could 
make them as new and modern 
as the latest GRB developed. 

Another would be a combined 
Air Force-Convair project which 
would give Air Force RF-84F 
pilots brief but intensive train 
ing in the technic of the trapeze 
operation. 

The GRB-36 and the RF-84F 
combination was designed to give 
the Air Force long range high 
speed reconnaissance with high 
chances for the crew and equip¬ 
ment to survive. 


New Dept. Created 
For Atom Project 

A new department to spear¬ 
head atomic energy work will 
be operating soon at Convair 
Fort Worth. 

The announcement came from 
Manager August C. Esenwein 
almost simultaneously with 
news of Convair Fort Worth’s 
plans to build a new and power¬ 
ful atomic reactor for medical 
purposes. 

The new department will have 
as its head a manager, as yet 
not named. For the time being, 
(Continued on Page 2) 


Capt. J. T. Mathewson, des¬ 
tined to take over remainder of 
"parasite" flying in GRB-36 
testing. 



R. E. Fisher of Convair FW 
flight, operates controls when 
F-84 is being launched or picked 
up in flight. Note window for 
visual contact. 


Families in 29 Different Depts. 

Helped by Emergency Aid Plan 

Families of employees in 29 different departments at 
Convair Fort Worth can tell you personally about Convair 
Employees Con-Trib-Club E mergency Aid program so far 
this year. 

For families in those depart- 
ments have obtained help in the 


amount of $10,505.50 since C-T-C’s 
fiscal year began Dec. 1. 

That’s the essence of a status 
report made this week by C-T-C’s 
Emergency Aid Committee. Mem¬ 
bers are Milton A. Stewart, 
chairman, of Dept. 24; Claude 
Ingle, Dept. 73; and E. G. Crosier, 
employee services assistant su¬ 
pervisor who represents the per¬ 
sonnel department. 

Said Stewart: 

“Dollars paid out are no 
measure of the good done when 
Convair employees — through 
C-T-C’s Emergency Aid pro- 


But for the people in the area, 
the work to build them is already 
as real as the 7 a.m. whistle every 
morning. 

It could hardly be more pointed 
than the way it’s put by J. E. 
Crumbley: 

“We’re building ’em! And I 
don’t mean tomorrow. I mean 
now.” 

Crumbley, better known as 
“Red,” is general foreman direct¬ 
ing the crews of Dept. 54 (for¬ 
ward fuselage). They’re the first 
to get the job of making assem¬ 
blies which actually begin to look 
like something that might even¬ 
tually turn into an airplane. 

Before that, of course, came all 
the work of engineering depart¬ 
ment, tooling, fabrication, manu¬ 
facturing control and the many 


Atom Reactor 
Task Assigned 
To Convair FW 

Plans for a powerful atomic reactor—designed by Con¬ 
vair and scheduled for construction by Convair Fort Worth 
—to be used for medical and biological research, training 
and therapy, were disclosed last week. 

Dr. W. Randolph Lovelace, II, 
vice president and executive direc¬ 
tor of the Lovelace Foundation 
for Medical Education and Re¬ 
search in Albuquerque, N. M., the 
nation’s first private organization 
dedicated to nuclear medicine and 
biology, made the announcement. 
He said the reactor will be used 
in the Radiation Therapy Center 
of the Foundation’s Institute of 
Nuclear Medicine and Biology. 

Construction will start in the 
immediate future. Dr. Lovelace 
said he expected it to be operat¬ 
ing before the end of 1956. 

John Jay Hopkins, board chair¬ 
man and president of General 
Dynamics Corporation, of which 
Convair is a division, said his 
organization is “particularly 
pleased” to have the opportunity 
to construct the Lovelace medicaj 
reactor. (Convair has designed, 
constructed and is now operating 
a nuclear reactor in connection 
with the U. S. Air Force’s pro¬ 
gram leading to the development 
of atomic-powered aircraft.) 

Among other uses, the medical 
reactor will be applied to treat¬ 
ment of selected types of cancer, 
as well as for training doctors, 
radiation technicians and physi¬ 
cists. One feature of the new re¬ 
actor is a new type of neutron 
cavity which allows a more con¬ 
centrated nuclear dosage to be 
applied to the patient than has 
previously been possible. 

It is designed for an operating 
power of 1,000 kilowatts which 
will make it far more potent than 
any other reactor which has yet 
been announced for medical and 
biological uses. 

At the request of the U. S. 
Atomic Energy Commission, Love¬ 
lace will exhibit a model of the 
new installation at the forthcom¬ 
ing International Conference on 
the peaceful uses of atomic 
energy at Geneva, Switzerland. 

Floyd B. Odium, chairman of 
the Board of Trustees of the 
(Continued on Page 2) 



TRAIL BLAZING—John Jay Hopkins, right, chairman and presi¬ 
dent of General Dynamics Corporation, inspects model of new 
atomic reactor with Dr. W. Randolph Lovelace, II, of Lovelace 
Foundation, for which Convair will build revolutionary new unit. 


Manufacture Progresses 
On B-58 Jet Bombers 

The new B-58 supersonic bombers Convair is building 
for the Air Force may seem to be in the distant future for 
Convair Fort Worth employees far r emoved from Col. 89- 
C in the assembly building. 


gram—help one of their own 
number when they need help the 
most. 

“Nevertheless, Convair em¬ 
ployees who support Con-Trib- 
Club deserve to know what we’re 
doing.” 

The Emergency Aid program 
is set up to give employees a way 
to help Convair families who find 
themselves temporarily in dis¬ 
tress through no fault of their 
own. A portion of all the money 
Convair employees assign to Con- 
Trib-Club is set aside for this 
specific purpose. Which families 
are helped—and in what amounts 
—is determined by the Emerg- 
(Continued on Page 2) 


others without which production 
of B-58s could never have reached 
its present stage. 

“But,” said Red, “we’ve got 
all this secrecy that usually 
goes along with a new airplane. 
So much of it, in fact, that some 
people involved don’t seem to 
realize that we’re actually at 
(Continued on Page 2) 


LADIES' NIGHT SAT. 

FOR FW CLUBMEN 

Ridglea Country Club will be 
the scene of the next get-together 
of the Convair Fort Worth Man¬ 
agement Club. 

It’ll be Ladies’ Night on Satur¬ 
day, Aug. 13, for members and 
wives. 

Dancing will start at 8:30 p.m. 
and continue until lam. 

The McGarrity orchestra will 
play. 

Ladies’ Night will take the 
place of a regular monthly busi¬ 
ness meeting. The September 
meeting will be held during the 
Thirtieth Annual National Asso¬ 
ciation of Foremen convention to 
be held in Fort Worth, Sept. 28- 
30. 


Meeting F-102 Deliveries 
Vital, Asserts McNarney 

Convair last month delivered its first production F-102A inter¬ 
ceptors. Other deliveries will continue on a fixed schedule. 

In connection with a future involving production manufacture 
of these all-weather, delta wing defenders, Gen. Joseph T. 
McNarney, president of Convair, issued this special statement, of 
primary concern to San Diego but also with an important bearing 
at Fort Worth: 

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 

Within the past few weeks the first production models 
of the F-102 A were delivered to the U. S. Air Force.. 

The importance of the F-102 program to the defense 
of our country bears retelling: This Con¬ 
vair delta-wing all-weather interceptor was 
designed with electronic and armament 
capabilities which now are imperative to 
the defense of our cities. 

The importance of this program to our 
company is obvious. 

F-102 performance as built into this 
most modern airplane by our Convair en¬ 
gineers has been and continues to be proved 
out by our own pilots like Dick Johnson, 
Bill Terry and Sam Shannon, by Air 
like Royal Baker, Slade Nash, Don Butter¬ 
field, with Chuck Yeager before them. 

(Continued on Page 2) 
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These are Convair Fort Worth men who recently received their 
15-year emblems. 


E. D. MATHIS 
Dept. 6 


L. H. ALLEN 
Dept. 24 


J. H. BRAUNT, JR. 
Dept. 22 


Service Emblems 

FORT WORTH 

The following service emblems are due 
during the period Aug. 1 through Aug. 
15: 

Fifteen-year: Dept. 6, E. D. Mathis, 
J. A. Graham Jr. ; Dept. 22, J. H. 
Braunt Jr. ; Dept. 24, L. H. Allen; 
Dept. 64, C. R. Cottle. 

Ten-year: Dept. 6, G. C. Brogdon, J. 
R. Massie; Dept. 20, G. B. Wohlford; 
Dept. 22, L. A. Harrison; Dept. 31, E. 
F. Allison, W. O. Johnson; Dept. 40, 

L. Sparto. 

Dept. 41, W. P. Matheus, T. H. Ware ; 
Dept. 42, J. R. King; Dept. 47, V. C. 
Lawson; Dept. 50, C. S. Thomas; Dept. 
76, K. Gunter; Dept. 82, B. Wheeler. 

Five-year: Dept. 2 , August C. Esen- 
wein, H. C. Deckard, E. L. Farmer, I. 

M. Hollingsworth; Dept. 3, T. G. Croft, 

D. T. Maxwell; Dept. 4, W. M. Colvert, 

R. L. Craig, E. L. Hancock, J. O. Mor¬ 
row, T. A. Rutledge, W. S. Ryan, S. 

E. Welcher. 

Dept. 6, J. W. Alexander, M. E. 

Boyer, J. R. Frasher Jr., R. M. Riggs, 
M. C. Shields, F. N. Smith, D. Trahey 
Jr. ; Dept. 7, K. W. Bates, G. D. Schnei¬ 
der, M. H. Wilson; Dept. 14, J. B. 

Fussell. 

Dept. 15, P. J. Allen, A. D. Cate, C. 
W. Cook, E. C. Edmondson, T. M. Eng¬ 
lish, L. W. Hamilton, J. R. Huff, J. 

V. Mashburn, R. E. Noakes, A. D. 

Speight, C. G. Swiney, J. M. Wood. 

Dept. 18, D. G. Kenney ; Dept. 19, W. 
H. Sheppeard; Dept. 20, M. T. Cook, 
R. Hardin, M. F. Lindsey, C. A. Presley, 

R. L. Titch, E. R. Wilson. 

Dept. 22, C. R. Bridges, W. K. Bustle, 
C. L. Chevrs, C. H. Cornelison, R. W. 
Courtney, R. O. Kennedy, G. E. Craig, 
J. V. Davidson, H. C. Elliott, T. B. 
Everett, R. Harrah. 

J. L. Hollingsworth, J. S. Howard, R. 

S. Irving, N. L. Martin, W. D. Matt¬ 
son, J. W. Moulton, J. B. O’Toole, R. 
L. Phipps, R. E. Power, E. C. Reese, 
H. G. Robbins, M. O. Seacrest, E. E. 
Seely Jr., C. B. Smyth. 

L. B, Stallings, T. Stockstill, T. L. 
Tarbutton Jr., J. L. Todhunter, D. P. 
Thomson, S. O. Waldrop, T. L. Walters, 

E. J. Wood Jr. 

Dept. 24, W. H. Anderson, W. B. 
Bellomy, W. G. Butterworth. R. Carter, 

F. R. Kearns, L. J. Nally, W. L. Pan- 
nell, T. M. 'Rigby, L. B. Russell, J. D. 
Satterwhite, E. J. Seilheimer, J. L. 
Smith. 

Dept. 27, J. A. Boehm Jr., L. L. 
Cooper; Dept. 30, W. R. Carnes, J. L. 
Erskine, M. Sorrells Jr. ; Dept. 31, G. S. 
Brierton, R. J. Griffin, W. L. Grimes, 
L. F. Hood, R. W. Koehler, F. Kolar, 
J. H. Lee, W. F. Marsh, E. L. Rhea, 
O. D. Wilson, C. G. Wright. 

Dept. 48, D. W. Bullard, B. D. Gatlin, 

C. L. Icenhower, T. Wells; Dept. 65, 

T. J. Parker; Dept. 73. H. E. Smith ; 
Dept. 74, B. J. Blocker, T. S. M. Bray, 

D. Q. Clay, A. E. Coffin, H. B. Comp¬ 
ton, S. J. Daniel, D. B. Dickey, F. L. 
Dunlap. 

L. H. Harden, C. C. Hay, M. R. 
Keefer, O. C. Lawyer, B. J. McCor¬ 
mick, R. L. Rabb, J. W. Smith, O. C. 
Taylor; Dept. 75, K. C. Beck, H. L. 
ftellows, B. G. Hudson, C. F. Oldham, T. 
ft. Stacks. 

Dept. 76, C. C. Pyles; Dept. 81, C. G. 
Foreman; Dept. 82, M. B. Moseley ; 
Dept. 99, H. H. McLeod, D. J. Sim¬ 
mons. 

Personals 

FORT WORTH 

I would like to express my heartfelt 
thanks for all the kindness extended by 
fellow workers and friends during my 
recent bereavement. 

Nancy Heidler 
Dept. 17-1 

Hitchhikers 

FORT WORTH 

Riders Wanted — From Arlington 
II ights—route: West rn, Ashland, Cal- 
mont. Expressway. Park in lot 2, gate 
5. Call F. B. McCarty, ext. 2122 or 
home SU 0612. 

PiJe Wanted—From Hillsboro, first 
pMf’;, 7 to 3:45 p.m. Contact Ernie 
(Tandy, 323 Duncan in Hillsboro, or 
Dept. 93 at Convair. 


Convair FW Gets Job 
Of Building Reactor 

(Continued from Page 1) 
Lovelace Foundation, and a form¬ 
er chairman of the Board of Di¬ 
rectors of Convair, said that total 
cost of the installations, including 
a new building to house the Gen¬ 
eral Dynamics reactor and special 
treatment rooms, will be around 
$ 2 V 2 million. 



J. A. GRAHAM C. R. COTTLE 
Dept. 6 Dept. 64 


Promotions 

FORT WORTH 

Promotions to and within supervision, 
professional and administrative effective 
July 25 are: 

Dept. 4, ^Material: to material liaison 
man, R. Casey; to cost analyst, R. L. 
Cherry; to GFE general supervisor, K. 
Hargrove; to GFE supervisor, J. O. Mor¬ 
row ; to GFE assistant supervisor, O. 
Tucker. 

Dept. 6, Engineering: to aerodynamics 
engineer, C. A. Casteleiro; to design 
group engineer, B. D. Doane ; to en¬ 
gineering writer, W. A. Dunlap Jr. ; to 
propulsion engineer, R. E. Freeman; to 
test engineer, B. J. Goss; to project 
structures engineer, J. B. Hansard, R. 
T. Richtman. 

To design engineer, C. J. Hatton III, 
R. O. Slocum ; to nuclear engineer, W. 
E. Ivie Jr. ; to senior nuclear engineer, 
W. ^ Kunkel; to senior design en¬ 
gineer, G. L. Marchesseau Jr., H. Z. 
Scott, J. A. Spinella. 

To project aerophysics engineer, J. D. 
McKnight Jr., W. W. Page; to aero¬ 
physics engineer, G. W. Rosenthal ; to 
project nuclear engineer, R. D. Shelton. 

Dept. 20, Traffic: to transportation 
assistant foreman, J. F. Cole; to fore¬ 
man group III, O. J. Shaver. 

Dept. 22, Manufacturing Control: to 
manufacturing control assistant super¬ 
visor, D. R. Agee Jr. ; to manufacturing 
control assistant foreman, C. M. Box, 
R. Mills, H. L. Nail; to master sched¬ 
uler, G. F. Cross, F. F. Petty. 

Dept. 24, Tooling: to tooling analyst, 
W. C. Allmon Jr. ; to assistant fore¬ 
man, H. E. Bedford, R. T. Shelton ; to 
tool and operation plan supervisor, G. 
W. Harrington ; to tool engineer, L. E. 
McDowell. 

Dept. 26, Outside Production: to 
buyer A, O. B. Davis; to material liai¬ 
son man, J. R. Mclnerney. 

Dept. 27, Inspection Production: to 
inspection supervisor, A. J. Martinec; 
to outside inspection representative, C. 

E. Perkins. 

Dept. 28, Process Control: to process 
analyst, A. H. Hicks. 

Dept. 31, Metal Forming: to assistant 
foreman, E. E. Voss. 

Dept. 41, TF-102 Nose Assembly: to 
assistant foreman, B. Foley. 

Dept. 42, B-52 Assembly: to foreman, 

F. G. Bramlett. 

Dept. 47, Outer Wing and Engines: 
to assistant foreman. J. M. Hughes. 

Dept. 48, Fuel and Oil Tank Sealing: 
to assistant foreman, M. T. Cross, A. 
A. Higginbotham, W. G. Millar, H. W. 
Thompson. 

Dept. 63, Modernization Flight and 
Delivery: to assistant foreman, G. R. 
Hawley Jr., L. A. King Jr., G. F. 
Nobles, I. M. Stewart. 

Dept. 65, Development Manufacturing: 
to aircraft maintenance specialist, J. C. 
Fisher. 

Dept. 82, Pattern Shop: to tool manu¬ 
facturing assistant foreman, F. D. Gib¬ 
son. W. H. Leech. 

Dept. 91, Modernization: to assistant 
foreman, J. T. Casler, F. L. Currie, W. 
V. Lewis. 

Dept. 94, Modernization: to assistant 
foreman. O. Gage, W. R. Smith. 

Dipt. 96, Special Modifications: to as¬ 
sistant foreman. H. M. Anthony, D. A. 
Cunningham, W. H. Strickland. 

Awards 

FORT WORTH 

The following received employee sug¬ 
gestion awards totaling $569.74 for the 
period ending July 29: 

Dept. 3, Personnel: Doris Irene Mc¬ 
Kee. 

Dept. 6, Engineering: B. D. Hicks, 
Clyde R. Fuller, O. H. Tuttle. 

Dept. 25, Plant Engineering: Roy D. 
Woodall, R. C. Burns, Gilbert N. Owen. 

Dept. 27, Inspection Production: B. J. 
Edinburgh, C. L. Wigley, H. L. Las- 
seter, J. M. Conerly, Gene E. Miller, 
J. L. Roberts, S. F. Hendrixson. 

Dept. 30, Machine Shop: E. E. Lange, 
R. E. Sassman. 

Dept. 64. Development Field Opera¬ 
tions : Harry A. Dossin. 

Dept. 75, Electronics: Don L. Hensley. 
Dept. 81, Tool Room and Fixtures: D. 
D. Reid, H. A. Lancaster. 
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Promotions to 
Key Engineering 
Spots Announced 

Promotion of L. H. Moffatt to 
chief design engineer at Convair 
Fort Worth was announced this 
week. 

At the same time, three other 
promotions were made to fill 
key engineering spots. M. M. 
Alexander became senior struc¬ 
tures group engineer, and W. C. 
Dietz became senior project engi¬ 
neer. 

D. R. Kirk was named project 
engineer on the B-58 supersonic 
bomber. 

Moffatt, a 15-year Convair 
engineering veteran, succeeds E. 
D. Rohn. 

In his new job, Moffatt is 
responsible for design policies 
and for design itself on all 
prototype and production air¬ 
craft on all Convair FW pro¬ 
jects. 

He joined Consolidated Air¬ 
craft Corp. (one of the Convair 
parent companies) at Buffalo, 
N. Y., in 1935. After the com¬ 
pany moved to San Diego, Mof¬ 
fatt became assistant project 
engineer in 1942—and was in on 
the earliest days of the B-36 
bomber. 

He transferred to Fort Worth 
later the same year, and followed 



M. M. Alexander L. H. Moffatt 



W. C. Dietz D. R. Kirk 


the B-36 almost to the end of 
its production days. 

A native of Denver, Colo., 
Moffatt is an aeronautical engi¬ 
neering graduate of the Massa¬ 
chusetts Institute of Technology. 

Now senior structures group 
engineer, Alexander before that 
was design group engineer. He 
worked in engineering at San 
Diego division for a few months 
before transferring to Fort 
Worth in 1943. 

A native of Fort Worth, Alex¬ 
ander is a mechanical engineer¬ 
ing graduate of Texas A. & M. 
College. 

Dietz, now senior project engi¬ 
neer, previously was project 
engineer on the B-58. He joined 
Convair at San Diego in 1940, 
and worked for three years at 
the World War II New Orleans 
Division before coming to Fort 
Worth. 

Dietz is a native of Chicago 
and a graduate of the Aeronau¬ 
tical University of Chicago. 

Kirk’s career with Convair 
dates back to 1937. He' trans¬ 
ferred to Fort Worth in 1942, 
and before his new assignment 
as project engineer for the B-58 
was senior design group engi¬ 
neer. 

He is a graduate of the Uni¬ 
versity of Syracuse. 

New *Vanishing Ink ’ 
Appears in Texas 

Mai Holloway, Dept. 2 ad¬ 
ministrative assistant at FW, 
had a new story about Texas 
heat this week. 

He drove to the office of Dr. 
D. C. Cowan, one of Convair’s 
nuclear scientists, and handed 
him a carbon draft of a news 
release. 

“This is a blank sheet of 
paper!” Dr. Cowan protested. 

The 96-degree Texas heat had 
melted the carbon-produced 
characters to nothingness. 


Meeting F-102 Deliveries 
Vital, Asserts McNarney 

(Continued from Page 1) 

With the many demands of our national defense pro¬ 
gram for fighters, bombers, ships, tanks, weapons of all 
kinds, I share the concern of our Department of Defense 
and our Congress that every dollar spent for defense must 
count in full measure. 

It is urgent that we meet our F-102 delivery schedules, 
to meet the enemy threat. 

It is equally urgent that we produce these airplanes at 
the lowest possible cost, freeing every possible dollar for 
use on other necessary weapons programs. 

I have charged your supervision to organize and man¬ 
age in such a manner as to accomplish these urgent tasks. 

I charge you, each individual Convair worker, to so 
apply your inborn capacity for intelligent, ingenious, and 
persdVering hard work that these vital goals are met. 

If we do this, the F-102 interceptor is destined to be¬ 
come the backbone of our air defense. 



Detail Parts Accumulate as 
B-58 Manufacture Progresses 


(Continued from Page 1) 
the point of building the B-58. 

“And I’m interested in letting 
them know—because we’re mighty 
close to being ready for a lot of 
the stuff they’ve got to give us.” 

Families in 29 
Depts. Get Aid 

(Continued from Page 1) 
ency Aid committee. 

All aid given is a grant—not a 
loan. And all such aid is kept as 
Convair Employees Con-Trib-Club 
private data. Information on each 
case is withheld except when the 
family concerned gives specific 
permission for the information to 
be passed along. 

Without giving names, a typical 
case is one such as this: a child 
in the family is stricken with a 
major disease—one which will end 
only in invalidism or death un¬ 
less expensive medical treatment 
is rendered. The family has spent 
all its own resources—all savings 
and other resources which can be 
converted into cash. Even money 
for living expenses—for paying 
the rent and buying the groceries 
—is gone. 

“In a case like this,” says 
Stewart, “the Emergency Aid 
committee tries to help. We' 
don’t try to solve all the fam¬ 
ily’s problems. That would be 
impossible. But we try to help 
them live from day to day until 
some approach to the problem 
is reached.” 

He emphasized that the Emerg¬ 
ency Aid program’s concern— 
due to its limited funds—is with 
only families in dire distress 
through circumstances over which 
they have no control. 

Such families are referred to 
the employee services section 
(Col. 71-C) of personnel depart¬ 
ment, from which the Emergency 
Aid committee operates. 

In referring to the breakdown 
of funds given families of em¬ 
ployees in the 29 different de¬ 
partments, Stewart explained that 
there is no “pro-rata share” of 
funds per department. 

“In some departments, there 
wasn’t a single family to receive 
funds,” said Stewart. “Families 
in those departments were fortu¬ 
nate. None was in such dire 
straits as to qualify for aid. 

“In some other departments, a 
number of families were helped. 
It’s all according to their needs 
—as they fit into Emergency Aid 
program ground rules.” 

Totals of grants made to fami¬ 
lies in the 29 departments in the 
first seven months of this fiscal 
vear ale shown below: 


Dept. 

Amount 

Dept. 

Amount 

4 

$680.00 

47 

$140.00 

6 

455.00 

48 

900.00 

11 

125.00 

63 

175.00 

14 

350.00 

64 

75.00 

15 

525.00 

65 

1125.00 

20 

414.00 

73 

190.00 

22 

685.00 

74 

365.00 

24 

815.00 

75 

75.00 

25 

1125.00 

76 

175.00 

30 

155.00 

81 

275.00 

31 

640.00 

82 

216.00 

33 

75.00 

91 

275.00 

40 

100.00 

96 

175.00 

41 

140.00 

99 

100.00 

46 

100.00 

TOTAL 

$10505.50 


Fact is, forward fuselage peo¬ 
ple already have on hand sub¬ 
stantial numbers of detail parts 
from fabrication. Part of tooling 
is complete — and Dept. 54 em¬ 
ployees already have built some 
of the first production-type as¬ 
semblies and are g o i n g on to 
others. 

At the same time, crews are 
rapidly putting into shape an all- 
metal, earth-bound, simulated B- 
58 fuselage. 

“It’ll be used for a number 
of purposes/’ according to 
Crumbley. “For one thing, it 
will give us tips on the best 
ways to do our production as¬ 
sembly. 

“For another, it will show both 
us and engineering where further 
improvements can be made. And 
it’ll help us iron out now—before 
we’re too far along with produc¬ 
tion models—some of the bugs 
and kinks you always find in a 
new airplane.” 

As work progresses, work will 
begin in other B-58 departments. 

Wallace Jay New 
Mgr. of Gen. Acct. 

Wallace Jay assumed new 
duties as manager of general 
accounting a t 
Convair Fort 
Worth this 
week. 

H e succeeds 
Frank P. Park¬ 
er, who , is no 
longer with the 
company. 

A native of 
Marble Falls, 
Texas, Jay 
majored in 
mathematics at the University 
of Texas before World War II. 
During the war he served as a 
pilot and logged about 1,800 
hours in Air Force C-47s and 
C-54s. He majored in account¬ 
ing and graduated in 1947 
from Texas Christian Univer¬ 
sity. He became a certified 
public accountant in 1949. 

After accounting experience 
with the Continental National 
Bank, Texas Christian Univer¬ 
sity and the Fort Worth Base¬ 
ball Club, of which he was 
business manager, Jay came to 
Convair. 


New Dept. Created 
For Atom Project 

(Continued from Page 1) 

however, the post is filled in an 
acting capacity by Dr. R. N. 
Little, formerly chief nuclear 
physicist, who is due to return 
to the University of Texas in 
September. 

The department will report 
directly to Esenwein on matters 
of policy, programing and sales, 
and to Chief Engineer Frank 
Davis on technical, organiza¬ 
tional and financial matters. 

Although many details re¬ 
main to be worked out, some 
Convair engineering personnel 
will go into the new depart¬ 
ment. 



Wallace Jay 
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B-36s Get More of 'the Works' Going Through SAM-SAC Cycle Two 



CYCLE TWO SEQUENCE—B-36s at Fort Worth are now going through another 
series of "treatments." First it was Cycle One, in which B-36s returned from active 
service got depot inspection repairs on various components and installation of 
engineering improvements. Now there also is Cycle Two, involving another list of 
checks and repair. Top left shows first step, purging fuel tanks. Top center, B-36 
gets a bath, with C. E. Emswiler handling spray. Top right, B-36 takes its place in 


a work dock. Various equipment is removed and tested, such as at lower left, where 
T. E. Bingham, electronics technician, is computing ground range on bomb system. 
Lower center shows B. M. Plowman of modernization at work, and lower right shows 
a later step—painting—with E. J. Burda and R. E. Moffett of Dept. 74 with spray 
guns. First airplane to complete Cycle Two was famous YB-36, second B-36 ever built. 
It was delivered back to the AF a few weeks ago. 


Gordon Dean Will Head 
Dynamics' Atom Team' 


Another Barrell' is Added 
To SAM-SAC Program 


Gordon Dean, former chair¬ 
man of the U.S. Atomic Energy- 
Commission and a member of 
General Dynamics Corporation’s 
Board of Directors since July, 
1954, has been named senior vice 
president-nuclear energy for 
General Dynamics. 

John Jay Hopkins, chairman 
of the board and president, said 
Dean will co- 
ordinate the 
widespread 
atomic energy 
activities of the 
corporation. 

“With Mr. 

Dean as the 
leader, we be¬ 
lieve that Dyn¬ 
amics possesses 
the greatest 
atomic energy 
team in world industry,” Hop¬ 
kins said. 

Objectives of this “atomic 
team” composed of Dean, Dr. 
Frederic de Hoffmann, recently 
named head of the corporation’s 
General Atomic Division, and the 
Dynamics consulting group of 
21 world-known nuclear and 
physical scientists, will not be 
restricted to nuclear power 
alone. The team will seek for 
a “massive technological break¬ 
through” on all nuclear fronts, 
including medicine, agriculture 
and biology on an international 
scale. 

Earlier this month, Hopkins 
added, the corporation embarked 
on its new long-range program 
devoted mainly to basic nuclear 
research and engineering de¬ 
velopment with an initial outlay 
of $10 million for laboratory 

All SD Management 
Club Officers Will 
Attend Convention 

Convair Management Club at 
San Diego this month named its 
six club officers as official dele¬ 
gates to the 32nd annual national 
convention of the National As¬ 
sociation of Foremen. 

The affair is scheduled for 
Fort Worth Sept. 28 through 
Oct. 1 with the Convair FW 
Management Club as host. 

Heading the San Diego dele¬ 
gates will be President Bob Elo. 
Others include W. 0. Zook, first 
vice president; E. H. Damarus, 
second vice president; F. H. 
Nipper, recording secretary; J. 
L. Terrien, financial secretary; 
and Edgar Caldwell, treasurer. 

The group will carry with 
them several displays and liter¬ 
ature. 


facilities. One of the main ob¬ 
jectives of the new facilities will 
be to bring down reactor costs 
through simplified design and 
increased efficiency. This is in 
line with Dynamics’ belief in the 
need for world-wide distribution 
of atomic power. 


Jtte IfearA Ago ... 

Following are brief excerpts from 
Convairiety of five years ago: 

* * * 

XB-36 completes four years of 
experimental flying. 

* * * 

Dave Franks pilots last of five 
Convair-Liners to leave San Diego 
for Argentina. 

^ ^ $ 

First of eight Convair-Liners 
built for Indonesian Airlines flies 
shakedowns. It has integral extra 
fuel tanks. 

* * * 

For the first time since late 
1948, employment at San Diego 
tops 10,000. 

* * * 

Luke Morris hurls two consecu¬ 
tive no hit, no run games for 
Convair-Liner softball team at 
SD to sack up city title. 


Blood Donors Fail 
To Save McDougal 

D. C. McDougal Jr. died in a 
Fort Worth hospital July 31 
after an illness of four months. 
He was administrator of long 
range planning at Convair Fort 
Worth. 

McDougal, 44, 
succumbed de¬ 
spite efforts of 
doctors and the 
donations of 62 
pints of blood 
by Convair em¬ 
ployees through 
the blood bank 
operated by 
Convair Recrea¬ 
tion Association. 

D. C. McDougal He b een 

at Fort Worth since transferring 
from San Diego in 1942. He was 
the son of Maj. Gen. Douglas C. 
McDougal Sr., retired Marine 
Corps officer of La Jolla, Calif., 
who was at the bedside when 
McDougal died. 

McDougal, a bachelor of 
science graduate of the Univer¬ 
sity of Michigan, served as lieu¬ 
tenant in the marine corps in 
1934 and 1935. 

Survivors are his wife, Mrs. 
James Hughes McDougal, two 
children, Sabina Pendleton and 
Douglas C. McDougal III; and 
the parents, General and Mrs. 
McDougal. 


SAM-SAC is now a “double 
barrelled” affair. 

At first, the program of re¬ 
pairing and bringing up to date 
B-36s which had seen long ser¬ 
vice with the Air Force was re¬ 
stricted to what is known as 
Cycle One. This meant install¬ 
ing engineering improvements 
developed since the B-36s were 
built and extensive check and re¬ 
pair of leading and trailing 
edges, outer panels, tail and 
engine nacelles, etc. 

Now there is another and 
different check list, called. Cycle 
Two, designed for airplanes that 
have completed Cycle One, gone 
back to active duty, and are 
ready for another spell at the 
factory. Last month the first 
plane to complete Cycle Two— 
the YB-36—was again returned 
to duty. 

Both Cycle One and Cycle Two 
work is in progress in 24 differ¬ 
ent outdoor docks stationed in 
the yard areas at Fort Worth. 

“When a ship arrives we start 
to work almost at once,” E. E. 


(For picture I sec page 5) 

Whether he’s working on one 
of the world’s largest airplanes 
—the B-36—or flying one of the 
smallest, Gene Turner, Convair 
Fort Worth engineer, is equally 
adept. 

He proved it recently in a mid¬ 
get airplane race s caged in 
Arlington, Texas. 

Turner piloted his plane first 
across the finish line. It’s a sleek 
little racer that weighs only 507 
pounds. 

The plane, dubbed “Rare Bird” 
by its b u i 1 d e r-o w n e r, Gene 
Schroeder of Bell Aircraft, is 
thought to be one of the smallest 


Finch, FW modernization 
manager, said. “Sometimes it is 
within the first 15 minutes the 
ship is ‘back home.’ ” 

First step is to purge the fuel 
tanks. Then the plane gets a 
thorough scrubbing at the wash 
stands. Engines and control sur¬ 
faces ai'e removed and after that 
it is de-sealed, if necessary, and 
moved to its dock. This is “home 
base” for the bomber from then 
on, though parts are farmed out 
to various departments in the 
plant for work. 

Dept. 50 overhauls the landing- 
gear; electronics takes care of 
the various systems, boresight¬ 
ing and compass checks; finish¬ 
ing department crews paint and 
repair. 

“Throughout all the many 
phases of the work, inspection- 
modernization keeps a close 
watch,” Finch added. “The sur¬ 
veillance continues all the way 
from checking Air Force supplies 
to the actual repairs. 

“Incidentally, we haven’t 
missed a delivery date yet!” 


in competition. Wing span is a 
little over 16 feet, length 19 feet. 

But there’s nothing tiny 
about its performance. Cruis¬ 
ing speed is 135 mph. Top 
speed is about 185. Ceiling is 
an estimated 18,000 feet. And 
rate of climb is 1,200 feet a 
minute at 120 mph. 

Built in 1951 at Niagara Falls, 
it took Schroeder eight months 
and $1,650 to fashion the plane 
to specifications of the Goodyear 
Midget Racers. 

Some of the requirements are 
minimum wing area of 66 square 
feet, engine displacement of 190 
cubic inches, fixed gear, fixed 
pitch propeller. 

The plane is designed for 
speed—and not necessarily com¬ 
fort. Turner can attest to that. 

“It’s a tight squeeze,” he 
said. “When you’ve got your 
parachute on, you don’t have 
much room to do anything but 
fly the plane. 

“It’s probably just as well. If 
you don’t fly her every minute, 
she’ll fly herself.” 

Over 1,300 Attend 
Fabrication Picnic 

Over 1,300 people gathered at 
El Monte Park, Lakeside, July 
30 to take part in the first com¬ 
bined picnic of fabrication de¬ 
partments at Convair San 
Diego’s Plant 1. 



SINGLE SKI—Originally equipped with two skis, this is XF2Y-I Sea-Dart which tor some months 
has been under test, operating from a single ski. Top photo shows ship at Convair SD seaplane ramp. 




Convair FW Engineer Pilots Tiny 
Plane to First in Midget Race 
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MUSEUM PIECE—Art Falk is shown with his 1910 Ford, oldest 
operating car of this type in area. Some parts have been replaced, 
but major portion is genuine Model T, age 45. 


SD's Art Falk Declines $1,500 Bid 
For His 1910 Model Ford Truck 



HIGH FLYER—R. D. Timms' 
pup Joe heads for upstairs. A 
few seconds later he leaped down 
into a blanket held by his master 
and mistress. It's just one of Joe's 
bag of tricks. 


Cuba Uses F-102 
For New Stamp 

(For picture, see page 5) 

Convair’s F-102 interceptor 
joins some distinguished com¬ 
pany when it appears with a 
number of historic airplanes on a 
special series of air mail stamps 
planned by the government of 
Cuba. 

The stamps, being printed in 
observance of the 100th anniver¬ 
sary of the issuance of the first 
postage stamp in Cuba, will ap¬ 
pear first about the second week 
in November. That is the date of 
the Centenary Stamp Exposition 
and also the International 
Philatelic Exhibition scheduled 
for Havana, Cuba. 

Each denomination stamp 
bears a painting of a historic 
airplane ranging from the 
Wright Brothers' first airplane, 
to Lindbergh's “Spirit of St. 
Louis" to the delta wing inter¬ 
ceptor. 

The F-102 likeness will appear 
in a limited printing (50,000) of 
the 50-cent stamp. Stamp col¬ 
lectors state it marks the first 
time in their memory that a 
foreign government has ever 
used a United States military 
airplane on the face of a stamp. 


When Art Falk paid out $5 for 
an old car, he never dreamed that 
in less than a year his automotive 
bargain would be classified as an 
“antique" worth about 300 times 
his initial investment. 

But that's what an automobile 
dealer offered the Convair San 
Diego man—$1,500 trade-in on a 
new car—for his 1910 Model “T" 
Ford. 

“Although I've spent about 
$700 fixing it up, I have no in¬ 
tention of selling at any price," 
Falk said. 

Phil Nance, also of Dept. 60, 
spotted the old car in a weed- 
covered lot near San Diego and 
told Falk about it. Checking up, 
Falk discovered it belonged to its 
original owner (she's now 85) and 
was put out of service in 1921 
after years of hauling cattle and 
farm goods around San Diego 
County. And it was for sale. 

Rust and rot had taken their 
toll, but Falk and Nance were able 
to haul the truck away on a 
trailer. Then came months of 
searching for parts to replace 
those worn by time and use. A 
1922 Model “T" truck produced 
most of the needed replacements. 

The radiator, hood, headlights 
and running boards came from the 
newer truck, while smaller parts 
were gathered here and there un¬ 
til Falk had it running. 

Many of the original parts 
are still in good shape, like the 
sliding doors, the wood (white 
oak) and metal cab and the 
windshield (folding type) and 
side curtain frames. The under¬ 
carriage, springs and motor 
were in good shape as was a 
zinc “fire wall” between the 
cab and engine. 

Falk has added other innova¬ 
tions, like an automatic starter, 
sealed beam headlights (replac¬ 
ing carbide ones) and several 
horns. 

General Dynamics' 

TY Show Discussed 
In Reader's Digest 

General Dynamics Corporation's 
“Youth Wants to Know" tele¬ 
vision program is spotlighted in 
the current August issue of 
Reader’s Digest. 

Getting special attention is 
Theodore Granik, founder and 
moderator of the program and 
one of the radio industry's early 
greats. In that medium, he began 
his career in 1925. 

The Digest article said Gen¬ 
eral Dynamics, of which Convair 
is a division, is considering send¬ 
ing the panel on a nationwide 
television tour in order to give 
teenagers the country over a 
chance to join. 

Rates Available for 
Mexico Air Jaunts 

Special rates for Convair San 
Diego employees interested in 
flying vacations to various points 
in Mexico may now be arranged 
through employee services of¬ 
fices at SD. 

The tours include 10 and 
seven-day trips to points of in¬ 
terest throughout Mexico. Fur¬ 
ther information is available by 
calling ext. 1245, Plant 1. 


He has had little trouble tool¬ 
ing the ancient “horseless car¬ 
riage" around in traffic and once 
drove it to Riverside and back 
over a weekend. 

“But one thing I can't find 
is a fan belt," he added. 

Any one have a spare 1910 fan 
belt for a “T” model around the 
house ? 


(For picture, see page 5) 

A Convair San Diego mother 
and her 14-year-old son were 
winging their way toward Akron, 
Ohio, today (Aug. 10) in quest 
of a possible national title. 

Young David Hayward, son of 
Christine Hayward, Dept. 4, will 
enter the All-American Soap Box 
Derby Sunday (Aug. 14) against 
winners from across the nation. 
He earned the right to represent 
San Diego in the Derby by win¬ 
ning over a field of 270 con¬ 
testants July 16. 

Mrs. Hayward is accompanying 
her son on the trip with the com¬ 
pliments of Louis H. Kornik, local 


Parallel Dates 
Pursue Twins 

(For picture, see page 5) 

Two Convair Fort Worth em¬ 
ployees can boast of an amazing 
set of parallels in their lives. 

They were born on the same 
date. They came to 'work at 
Convair Fort Worth on the same 
date—Nov. 26, 1951. 

And then on June 16, 1953, 
they both left. Both went to the 
army—and on the same date. 

Late last month, both were 
back at Convair. This time—on 
July 27—they both were trying 
to return to work. 

What’s more, their names are 
similar. Should be, perhaps. 
They're identical twins: Wendell 
and Mendell Cole. And both 
went to work in Dept. 81. 

But there the whole thing 
blows up. One works as a mill¬ 
ing machine operator, the other 
as a grinder operator. And if 
you want to know which is 
which: ask 'em. 


ALTER NEW VEEP 
FOR NYU ALUMNI 

Horace J. Alter of Dept. 6 at 
Convair SD last.month was elect¬ 
ed vice president of the New 
York University Alumni Club of 
San Diego County. He will serve 
for one year. 


automobile dealer, who is per¬ 
sonally financing her flight to 
and from the event. 

The younger Hayward is pin¬ 
ning his hopes in the Derby on a 
design he created especially for 
his racer. It features bulges in 
the side of the frame which allow 
him to hide his shoulders and 
lessen wind resistance and in¬ 
cludes springs, an unusual addi¬ 
tion to the lightweight racers. 

Hayward was clocked at 27.203 
seconds for the 975.4-foot down¬ 
hill course at San Diego which is 
identical to the Derby site in 
Akron. The winner of the 1954 
event at Akron was clocked at 
27.80 seconds. 


Precocious Pu£ 


At Six Weeks, Pooch Named Joe 
Has Full Repertoire of Tricks 


A pet pooch named Joe might 
well doubt that “leading a dog’s 
life" is much of a sorry thing. 
He's got it pretty easy. 

That's because R. D. Timms of 
Convair Fort Worth's traffic de¬ 
partment, likes dogs—and thinks 
that in Joe he has a pup with a 
future. 

Joe's a shepherd-collie mixture 
about six weeks old. A very 
talented six weeks old. For Joe 
has a big bundle of tricks up his 
furry s^eve—an amazing reper¬ 
toire for so young a pup. 


Bjorstrom Director 
In Jr. Achievement 

Maynard Bjorstrom, chairman 
3 f the Convair SD Management 
Club’s Junior Achievement com¬ 
mittee, this month was named a 
member of the executive board 
of directors of the San Diego’s 
I u n i o r Achievement organiza¬ 
tion. 

Bjorstrom has been active in 
the youth movement for the past 
few years, acting last year as 
CMC board of control member 
for the group. 


SD Design Specialist 
Speaks in Denmark 

Dr. Krafft A. Ehricke, Con¬ 
vair SD design specialist, was 
one of 15 American scientists 
scheduled to present papers at 
the sixth congress of the Inter¬ 
national Aeronautical Federation 
held July 31-Aug. 7 in Copen¬ 
hagen, Denmark. 

Dr. Ehricke, a member of the 
American Rocket Society, was to 
talk on “The Satelloid," a craft 
for outer space travel described 
as similar to a high speed glide 
plane weighing 10,000 pounds or 
less with a one-man crew. 


Timms started training Joe 
when he was barely out of the 
litter. 

“I noticed he seemed to under¬ 
stand what I wanted him to do 
most of the time," said Timms. 
“Usually you have to coax a dog 
until he understands you. But 
not Joe. He 'caught on right 
away." 

Joe already walks on his 
hind legs, rolls over, climbs a 
ladder, jumps off the roof of 
the garage if someone's there 
to catch him, puts his paws 
where he's told to, shakes 
hands, retrieves balls and even 
carries cigarettes across the 
yard when Timms calls for 
them. 

“He patrols the front yard as 
if there were a fence around it," 
said Timms. “He’ll walk around 
the edge of the grass—but won’t 
step on the sidewalk unless we 
tell him to. 

“He won't leave the back yard 
either. We can leave the gate 
open and he won't go out. And 
if we put him outside and close 
the gate, he'll find a way to get 
back in." 

Timms doesn’t have any par¬ 
ticular form for training dogs. 
He does feel that kindness 
goes a long way. And a re¬ 
ward at the end of a well-per- 
formeJ trick doesn’t hurt 
either. 

Joe pretty much takes the 
whole project in stride. He 
seems to enjoy the tricks- 
especially climbing the ladder 
and jumping from the roof. 

No doubt he figures that he's 
got a pretty nice deal. 

At least he doesn't have to 
sing for his supper.^ 

And Timms hopes lie doesn't 
start! 



"... I was in the outer wing when I heard you were passing 
out the pay checks." 



REUNION—When Ray Kendall, Convair FW general foreman, 
visited San Diego recently, he brought along a 20-year-old photo 
of a fishing trip to Laguna Hanson in Baja California. In top picture, 
Kendall, right, is looking it over with S. S. Stearn, SD Dept. 30 fore¬ 
man. Old scene is reproduced below, showing Kendall, Stearn and 
George Wire, former factory manager, holding king-size catch of 
bass. Also along were J. P. Hopman, Frank Popadowski, Joe Drodz. 
They caught 80 fish in an hour, on plugs. 

Convair Boy on Way to Akron as 
San Diego Entry in Derby Race 
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Launching of Atomic 


Submarine Seawolf Highlights Picture News 












(9) FW Engineer Gene Turner is shown in 
cockpit of midget plane with which he won 
recent race. Paul Schroeder, left, is builder, 
and Marshall Clayborn, right, also sometimes 
flies it. 


(10) Apprentices became journeymen re¬ 
cently at SD when A. W. Morgan, left, SD 
assistant manager-operations, presented cer¬ 
tificates. They are: J. E. Smiley, maintenance 
machinist; G. K. Shakespeare, Dept. 603 tool 
& die & jig builder; M. P. Scherl Jr., Dept. 
403 tool & die & jig builder. 


(11) New style vending machines went into 
service in parts of Convair SD recently 
Shown is a "six button push" type that gives 
varieties of hot drinks. 

(12) August C. Esenwein, left, Convair 
vice president and manager of FW plant, 
receives his five-year service pin from Gen. 
Joseph T. McNarney, president. 


(I) Mrs. W. Stirling Cole, sponsor of 
atomic submarine Seawolf, built by General 
Dynamics' Electric Boat Division, swings at a 
moving target at launching last month. With 
her is John Jay Hopkins, General Dynamics 
board chairman and president. 


(2) Recent visitors to Convair Fort Worth 
were Sidney R. Curtis, left, and Andrew H. 
Bergeson, right, of Stromberg-Carlson Division 
of General Dynamics, shown with B. G. Reed, 
assistant FW manager. Curtis is vice presi¬ 
dent in charge of government contracts; Ber¬ 
geson is vice president for engineering. 


(3) Packing for trip to Akron, Ohio and 
Soap Box Derby finals are Christine Hayward 
of SD Dept. 4 and son David who won 
honor as San Diego's entry. They left this 
week. 


(4) Maj. Gen. Robert B. Landry, com¬ 
manding the Fourth Air Force, shown inspect¬ 
ing F-102 line at San Diego. Left to right: 
E. F. Jones, assistant to Convair president; 
A. P. Higgins, Plant 2 works manager; Col. 
J. F. McCarthy Jr., AF plant representative; 
the general; Lt. Col. W. B. Adams, SD Air 
Reserve Training Center commandant. 


(5) and (6) Management Club picnic at 
San Diego last month was a whirl for kids 
and adults, too. In No. 5 youngsters are 
shown on horseback, one of day's activities. 
In No. 6 "leg show" is in progress. Inset 
shows how they appeared to audience. 


(7) Thanks to SD engineering's Jack Car¬ 
ter (who heard about it) and SD plant Pub¬ 
lic Relations (who acted on .it), a forthcom¬ 
ing Cuban stamp issue will carry authentic 
F-102 sketch. Shown is artist's original con¬ 
ception which probably will be improved now 
that photographs have been sent to Cuba. 


(8) Mendell and Wendell Cole are back 
at Convair FW again. Identical twins, they 
returned to Convair after two year Army 
stint. They left on same day, returned on 
same day. Shown with them is Mary Braun- 
gardt of FW employment. 
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General Auction 
For Collectors 
To Be Aug. 16 

CRA stamp collectors will have 
a chance to add to their collec¬ 
tions next week when the activity 
holds a general auction night on 
Aug. 16. 

Bidding will be held for a 
variety of stamps at a regular 
meeting of the group at the CRA 
Center. 

According to J. D. White, 
stamp and coin commissioner, a 
short auction and bingo party 
will be held on Sept. 6. On Sept. 
20 , the group will stage a mix¬ 
ture picking party. 

White invited all Convair em¬ 
ployees, members of their fam¬ 
ilies, Air Force and vendor per¬ 
sonnel assigned to Convair Fort. 
Worth, to meet with the group. 

Meetings are held the first and 
third Tuesdays of each month at 
the CRA Center on Lackland 
Road. 


CRA Activities.Join the Fun! 

(CRA stands for Convair Recreation Asso- who are commissioners of various activities. The 
ciation, an organization to which all Convair association is run by employees for the benefit 
employees belong. Financed by proceeds from and recreation of employees. All Convair people 
candy and soft drink machines in the plant, the are free to join any of the groups listed on this 
association is run by a Council of employees page.) 


Fort Worth 

ARCHERY—H. L. Lucas, commissioner, 
ext. 6210. Range open from 6 to 10 p.m. 
each Tuesday to everyone. 

ART—E. D. Weimer, commisisoner, ext. 
3123. 7 to 9:30 p.m. each Thursday, Fort 
Worth Art Center Studio. 

BADMINTON—Kenneth Browne, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 2131. Season closed. 

BALLROOM DANCING—I. M. Pember¬ 
ton, commissioner, ext. 3121. Classes each 
Sunday, 2 and 4:15 p.m., CRA Center. 

BASEBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, 
LO-2959. City play now under way. 

BOWLING—H. G. Starkey, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 6290. Leagues now forming. 

BRIDGE—Glen Stogsdill, commissioner, 
ext. 4225. Regular duplicate play each 
Friday. 

CAMERA—Stephen Cook, commissioner, 
ext. 2122. Bob Bogen, ext. 4180, second 
shift co-ordinator. Meetings 7:30 p. m. 
every second and fourth Monday, CRA 
Center. 

. CHECKERS, CHESS, DOMINOES — 
J. E. Pair, commissioner, ext. 4283. 

DRAMA—E. S. .Brown, commissioner, 
ext. 5242. 7:30 p. m. every Tuesday CRA 
Playhouse redecoration. Monthly meeting 
2:30 p.m.-9:30 p.m. Aug. 13, home of F. A. 
Gilfeather. 

FISHING—Bill Parrish, commissioner, 
ext. 5296. 


GOLF—Lawrence Armstrong, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 2273. Plant-wide tourney, Aug. 
13. 

HORSESHOES — Finn Wahl, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 3132. 

HUNTING—Bill Parrish, commissioner, 
ext. 5296. 

ICE SKATING—Glen Carter, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 3207. No skating this summer. 

JUNIOR BASEBALL—A. K. Lawley, 
commissioner, ext. 4293. 

MODEL AIRPLANE—R. J. Heist, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 4280. 

MODEL RAILROAD—Roger Bock, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 7107. Regular meeting every 
Monday, 7:30 p.m. CRA Center. 

MOVIES — Miscellaneous movies each 
Monday during lunch period at 50-foot aisle. 

RADIO—Larry Brandvig, commissioner, 
ext. 5179. Regular radio night, Aug. 10, 
17, 24, CRA Center. 

RIDING—Guy Lewis, commissioner, ext. 
6266. 

ROPING—Guy Lewis, commissioner, ext. 
6266. Roping club 7 p. m. each Tuesday. 
Cutting horse club 7 p. m. each Wednes¬ 
day. Barrel race club 7 p. m. each Fri¬ 
day. Rodeo 8 p. m. each Saturday. 

SOFTBALL — Jack Brittain, commis¬ 
sioner, LO-2959. Season play under way. 

SQUARE DANCING — Ross Carney, 
commissioner, ext. 3155. Instructions and 
dancing for beginners 7 to 8 p.m. and ad¬ 
vanced classes 8 to 10 p.m. each Monday 
at Northside Recreation Building. 


STAMP AND COIN—J. D. White, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 225Ck Regular meetings first 
and third Tuesdays each month. 

TABLE TENNIS—John Rangel, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 5141. 

TENNIS—Walter Bradley, commissioner, 
ext. 7203. Regular tennis play discontinued 
until next season. 

VOLLEYBALL—H. L. Shaw, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 5141. 

WASHER PITCHING—Hugh Penning¬ 
ton, commissioner, ext. 2196. 

WEIGHT LIFTING^I. B. Hale, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 5267. Weight lifting for first 
shift 4 to 7 p.m. Tuesday, Thursday and 
Saturday at CRA Center; for second and 
third shift 8 a.m. to noon, Monday, Wed¬ 
nesday and Friday. 

CRA RANCH—PE-0054. 


Daingerfield 


BOWLING—L. R. Latch, Dept. 1. 
DOMINOES, CHECKERS and BRIDGE 
J. A. Wolfe, Dept. 1. 

HORSESHOES—P. G. Wells, Dept. 1. 
HUNTING AND FISHING — P. P. 
Steger, ext. 414. 

MODEL AIRPLANES—W. A. Reed, Jr., 
Dept. 2. 

RIFLE AND PISTOL—E. C. Frye, Dept. 


6 . 


SOFTBALL—R. B. Lawrence, Dept. 1. 
WASHERS—W. S. Talk, Dept. 2. 


Tips on Salon 
Prints Set for 
Camera Group 

Tips on salon type prints will 
be the subject of the next CRA 
camera activity meeting. 

The group will have a recorded 
tape and print show by Fred 
Kuehl, chairman of the recorded 
lecture series for Photographic 
Society of America. 

Kuehl will point out in his 
talk how photographers may im¬ 
prove their shots for salon ex¬ 
hibits. 

Stephen Cook, commissioner, 
announced this week that 11 
prints are needed to enter in 
contests. 

Six are needed for the Beau¬ 
mont State Fair exhibit and five 
for the Louisiana State Fair. 

Members are urged to bring 
these prints to the Aug. 22 meet¬ 
ing of the group. 

All camera fans are invited to 
meet with the group at 7:30 p.m. 
every second and fourth Monday 
of the month at the CRA Center. 





Art Projects 


STILL LIFE—Mrs. Joe Castleberry is one of many art students 
CRA's art activity. She's working on still-life as part of project. 


Show Progress 

Budding artists at Convair Fort 
Worth are making headway with 
their projects in CRA's new art 
activity. 

“We've started on our pro¬ 
jects with considerable success,” 
he said. “It looks like we're 
going to have some good paint¬ 
ing.” 

At a meeting of the activity 
tomorrow, Aug. 11, at the Fort 
Worth Art Center, elements of 
drawing and still life projects 
with oils and water color will 
be the program. 

Perspective drawing and still 
life painting are slated for the 
meeting on August 18. 

Weimer invited all Convair em¬ 
ployees interested in learning the 
fundamentals of painting and 
drawing to meet with the group 
from 7 to 9:30 p.m. each Thurs¬ 
day. 


BEST SHOT—Byrd Williams listens as Bob Jones, center, tells 
Aaron Murray, right, why he liked best shot in recent camera activ¬ 
ity portrait contest. Murray took first place. 


Master Point Night is Aug. 12 
For Convair FW Bridge Players 

Convair Fort Worth bridge players will match wits for 
master points at a meeting of the group on Friday, Aug. 12. 

Glen Stogsdill, CRA bridge commissioner, announced 
that master point night will be observed each second Fri¬ 
day of the month. 


On Aug. 19 the group will 
stage an “All Convair Night” 
restricted solely to Convair Fort 
Worth families, Air Force or 
vendor personnel assigned to Con¬ 
vair. 

Winners of the last Convair 
night were Mrs. W. A. Todd and 
Mrs. J. M. Frost, first; Mr. and 
Mrs. O. B. Davis, second; J. 
Payne and S. Blum, third; Mrs. 
Ewell Smith and Mrs. Paul Lit¬ 
tle, fourth. 

The Convair night is held each 
third Friday of the month and 
features light refreshments and 
prizes for players. 

The bridge group meets at 8 
p.m. each Friday at the CRA 
Center. Duplicate bridge is played 
at the weekly sessions. 

“We're looking for more Con¬ 
vair people interested in playing 
bridge with us,” said Stogsdill. 
“If you want to play party 
bridge, we'll try to arrange that 
for you. And if you don't have 
a partner we'll find one for you.” 


Guys and Gals Mixed 
League Now Forming 

Guys and Gals bowling league 
will get the winter season under 
way Sept. 7. 

Bowling will be held at 6:15 
p.m. each Wednesday at B & R 
Bowlanes. 

Convair Fort Worth keglers 
interested in bowling with the 
league are urged to form teams 
and contact Verna Grimsley, ext. 
3276, or Chet Veach, ext. 4257, 
as soon as possible. 


Further information about the 
bridge activity is available from 
Stogsdill at ext. 2216. 


Convair Youths 
To Vie in Race 

East and west will meet this 
week in Akron, O., when young¬ 
sters representing both Convair 
Fort Worth and Convair San 
Diego meet for the national Soap 
Box Derby. 

From Convair Fort Worth is 
blond Courtenay DeLorme, son 
of W. C. DeLorme of estimating. 

From Convair San Diego is 
David Hayward, son of Christine 
Hayward of Dept. 4. 

Courtenay left last week for 
the Akron race where he'll vie 
with other youngsters from all 
over the country for top honors 
and prizes. 

Both Hayward and DeLorme 
won all-expense paid trips to 
Akron for the big race. Both 
also received trophies. 

Further details about the 
national race will be published 
in a later issue of Convairiety, 


Cut-Rates Available 
For Convair Folk 

Convair Fort Worth employees 
can enjoy an inexpensive Satur¬ 
day night through a special ar¬ 
rangement with CRA. 

Tickets are available at the 
CRA office, 50-foot aisle, for 
both the Casino and the Skyliner. 

Slated for the Casino on Aug. 
20 is Johnny Geary and his or¬ 
chestra. 


Meeting Is Aug. 13 
For CRA Drama Group 

CRA's little theatre group, 
Wing and Masque, will get to¬ 
gether for their monthly meeting 
on August 13. 

The group will meet at the 
home of Mr. and Mrs. Frank Gil¬ 
feather on Lake Worth. 

In addition to the business 
meeting, the group will outline 
plans for the coming season. 

Directions for reaching the 
Gilfeather home and detailed in¬ 
structions about the meeting have 
been sent to Wing and Masque 
members. 


Polished Cast Makes Picnic 7 
Enjoyable Fare for Audience 


Convair Fort Worth theatre¬ 
goers have good fare in store in 
Horned Frog-Community Summer 
Theatre production “Picnic.” 

A Pulitzer prize winning 
drama, “Picnic” features a well- 
rounded cast telling a story of 
a summer romance. 

Convair players include Murrel 
Morris, wife of Everett Morris, 
of engineering, who plays the 
friendly next-door neighbor Mrs. 
Potts. 


EMOTIONS—A variety of emotions is displayed in this picture 
taken during rehearsal of "Picnic". Left to right are Bill Walker, 
Murrel Morris and Celeste Neff. Play runs this weekend at TCU 
Little Theatre. Tickets are on sale at door. 


In the role of Hal Carter, the 
boasting wayward ex-football 
player, is Bill Walker, son of 
William Walker of Dept. 65. 

Celeste Neff, daughter of Mrs. 
A. M. Neff, Dept. 31, plays the 
mother of the different as day- 
and-night daughters. 

The story centers around 
Madge and Millie Owens and 
what happens the day of a picnic 
in the small Kansas town. 

Madge, aptly played by Jane 
Green, is the pretty daughter of 
Mrs. Owens. Millie Owens is the 
tom-boy and the intelligent 
daughter of the family. 

Hal Carter arrives in town the 
day of the picnic and is taken 
in by Mrs. Potts. As the story 
unfolds, the audience finds out 
that Hal was a fraternity buddy 
of wealthy Alan Seymour, 
Madge's boyfriend, played by Bill 
Lee. 

What happens between Hal and 
Madge, Alan and Millie and the 
circumstances surrounding the 
outcome of the “picnic” is the 
story of the three-act play. 

Convair audiences will enjoy 
the outstanding stage set, the 
able performances of the well- 
polished cast, and the drama- 
comedy type story.—S.H. 

(Tickets are $1 and are on 
sale at the TCU Little Theatre. 
The play runs Aug. 11, 12 and 
13.) 


Tickets on Sale 
At Reduced Rates 

Convair Fort Worth employees 
still have plenty of time to get 
in some good swimming at re¬ 
duced rates. 

Special cut-rate tickets are 
available for the Casino Beach. 
Tickets—in books of eight—are 
available at the CRA office for 
$2—more than $1 less than regu¬ 
lar admission price. 

































August 10, 1955 


CONVAIRIETY 


Page 7 



SPARKLERS—Part of the reason for the Teener's fabulous vic¬ 
tories is this pitching staff. They are: Stan Standridge, Ronald 
Story, Terry Barber and Jerry Carter. 



Engineering League Makes Plans 
For Season Opener Sept. 1 

Bill Bratton was elected president of the Convair Fort 
Worth engineering bowling league at an organizational 
meeting last month. 

Red Hill is vice president and Bill Johnson is secretary. 
All officers were elected for a two-year period. 


Bratton announced the season 
will get under way at 8:30 p.m. 
Sept. 1 at Bowling Center. 

Plans now are for at least 
14 teams. More teams will be 
added if more alley space is avail¬ 
able. 

Now in its 14th year, the league 
is getting ready for some top- 
notch bowling in 1957 when the 
American Bowling Congress 
comes to Fort Worth. 

Cliff Galloway, Fort Worth 
association secretary and a direc¬ 
tor of ABC, explained some of 
the rules and plans of the tourney 
to the group at an organizational 
meeting. 

Galloway said he hopes to have 
500 teams from Fort Worth and 
1500 from Texas to bowl in the 
Fort Worth meet. 

The Convair engineering league 
voted to help back the national 
meet by paying doubles and 
singles entry fee in the 1957 
competition for the bowler show¬ 
ing greatest average improve¬ 
ment during 1955-56 season. 

Employees who plan on bowl¬ 
ing in the engineering league are 
urged to form teams and contact 
one of the officers. 


Keglers to Have 
Historic Year 

Convair Fort Worth Keglers 
will have a big year ahead of 
them in 1957—if they bowl dur¬ 
ing the 1955-56 season. 

That was the word this week 
from Harvey Starkey, CRA bowl¬ 
ing commissioner. 

During 1957, the American 
Bowling Congress will meet in 
Fort Worth. Thirty-two alleys 
will be installed at Will Rogers 
Coliseum where the Congress 
will meet. 

Convair bowlers who plan on 
bowling or having a booster team 
in the ABC must establish handi¬ 
caps during the coming season. 

A booster squad is made up 
of 32 teams whose average is less 
than 850. 

Bowlers may sign up now for 
any of the many Convair leagues 
now forming. 

They are: Guys and Gals, Sec¬ 
ond shift, Engineering, Industrial 
Engineering, 740, Departmental, 
Classicette and Classic. 



GETTING READY—Besides boning up on game, this trio is busy 
making plans for big season for engineering league. They are: 
left to right: W. A. Bratton, W. W. Hill and Bill Johnson, all officers 
of the league now in 14th season. 


Standridge Sparks 
Teeners' Victory 
For Three Titles 


A hard-hitting fast-playing 
group of teenagers ran away 
with the district title. They’re 
the CRA Teeners, Convair Fort 
Worth Little League graduates, 
who out-classed other Fort Worth 
teams for the District Six 
championship. 

They’ll vie for state honors 
Aug. 18-19 in Texarkana. 

The Teeners played Springfield 
Tire and Rubber nine on Aug. 
1 for city championship with 
Stan Standridge on the mound 
for a fast one-hitter. 


Standridge struck out 19, 
walked one and hit one for a 


14-1 tally. 

Dan Goodwin broke the game 
wide open in the first inning 
when he hit a double down third 
base line scoring Lynn Strickland, 
Standridge and Carl Larkin. 

In the second game of district 
playoffs, Terry Barber pitched a 
five-hitter against Arlington to 
win 7-1. Barber struck out 12 
and gave up a double in the 
second inning and a line single 
in the seventh. 

Jerry Carter and Standridge 
shared hitting honors with two 
for three. Carter hit a triple 
in the sixth inning and Paul 
Woods hit a triple in the seventh. 

In the Teeners final game with 
Greggton, they downed their op¬ 
ponents 10-1. Standridge struck 
out 14 in six innings and Ronald 
Story struck out two in one inn¬ 
ing. 

The Teeners hit a total of 30 
runs to opponents’ four in the 
tourney. 

Manager O. O. Strickland ex¬ 
pressed his appreciation for the 
fine support and help in getting 
the boys ready for play. 

BOX SCORES 


Teeners vs. Springfield 


AB 

Carter .4 

Strickland .4 

Standridge .4 

Larkin . 2 

Barber .2 

Stevens . 0 

Goodwin .2 

Moore .4 

McMillen . 1 

Kaiser .1 

Woods . 3 

Teeners vs. Arlington 
AB 

Carter .3 

Strickland .3 

Stevens .1 

Standridge .3 

Larkin .4 

Goodwin .4 

Barber .4 

Moore .3 

McMillen .2 

Woods ...1 

Gaither .3 


R 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

0 

2 

1 

2 

0 

2 


0 

0 

2 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

1 


H 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 


H 

2 

1 

0 

2 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 


Teeners vs. Greggton 
AB 


Carter .5 

Strickland .5 

Standridge .4 

Story .0 

Larkin .2 

Barber .2 

Goodwin .4 

Moore .2 

Gaither .0 

McMillen .2 

Woods .1 

Mayfield .0 

Russel .0 

Griffin .0 


R 

1 

1 

3 

0 

2 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


H 

0 

2 

1 

0 

2 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


Hustlers Move 
Up in Playoffs 

The Hustlers moved closer to 
the top this week in city soft- 
ball playoffs after downing Bell- 
Hops 9-0 in a game last week. 

The fast-moving nine went into 
city playoffs after cinching the 
Convair crown with a 13 win, 
one loss tally. 

It looked like a good chance 
for the Hustlers to take honors 
after winning two out of three 
in play. 

Hustlers were due to take on 
the winners of the CRA Bombers 
and Sampley’s Cleaners tilts. 

Bombers finished first in com¬ 
mercial league with 10-4. Samp- 
ley’s were two games behind. 

In city playoffs, both teams 
had won one at Convairiety press 
time. 

* * * 

The White Settlement Indians, 
12 and under junior baseball 
players, ran away with the title 
for the Convair-sponsored teams. 
They won first and second half 
of play. 

The Indians went into city 
championship playoffs this week 
against other top-notch teams. 



CHAMPS AGAIN—For the second year in a row, the Teeners 
will try for state championship. This time the Teeners will travel 
to Texarkana Aug. 18 and 19 for the state title. The fast-moving 
boys shown here are managed by O. O. Strickland. 


Golfers to Head for Links 
Aug. 13 to Name New Champ 

Convair golfers have only a few more days to brush up 
on their game before the opening of the plant-wide tourney. 

Play starts Aug. 13 at city golf courses for the hundreds 
of golfers who will vie for the plant crown left undefended 
this year. Carl Hoera, 1954 champ, will not be on hand to 


defend his title. 

But there will be plenty of top- 
notch golfers like George Young, 
A. J. Baskin, Jim Ramsel, Ray 
Lanham, Lawrence Armstrong 
and many more. 

From all indications it promises 
to be a nip-and-tuck race. 

Championship and first flight 
will be medal play with one 
round each week. Matches will 
be played on each of the city 
courses. 

Starting time and pairing will 
be established each week for 
these flights. 

All other flights will be match 
play. Opponents will set the 
time, day and course. Pairing 
and results will be posted each 
week in the CRA office on the 
50-foot aisle. 

Contestants must have an 
established handicap to compete 
for prizes. 

Prizes will be awarded to the 
first four places in championship 
and first flight and to winner 
and runners-up in all other 
flights. 

“We’re sure to have a good 
tourney,” said Armstrong. “There 
are plenty of good players in 
all flights.” 


Is if news? Then grab a tele¬ 
phone and call Convairiety: 

Ext. 5290 


Baker, St. John 
Play for Title 

John Baker, veteran tennis 
player, was set to try his hand 
at a new championship this week. 

He’ll play Gene St. John, of 
engineering, for the Convair Fort 
Worth title. 

(On Aug. 7, Baker took city 
singles title and shared runner 
up honors in doubles with Sidney 
Marks.) 

St. John and Baker will try 
for the Convair crown this week¬ 
end at Forest Park Courts. 

Baker and Walter Bradley, 
CRA tennis commissioner, com¬ 
bined to win plant doubles title 
in a hot match with Frank Calda- 
rola and Marks. Score was 6-4, 
3-6, 6-2. 

The winners and runners-up 
advanced to finals when Bradley 
and Baker downed Frank Thomas 
and Phil Mahaffey 6-1, 6-1, and 
Marks-Caldarola took St. John 
and Roy Harrison 6-2, 6-2. 

St. John got his chance to play 
Baker by trouncing Mahaffey 
6-2, 6-1 and then taking Bradley 
for an 8-6, 6-2 victory in the 
semi-finals. 

The Convair players were 
seeded: Baker, first; Caldarola, 
former plant champ, second; Ma¬ 
haffey, third; St. John, fourth; 
and Bradley, fifth. 



WHO???—Match slated tor this weekend will determine plant 
tennis champion. Race is on between Gene St. John, center, and 
John Baker, right. Walter Bradley and Baker took Convair doubles 
title. 
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First Outer Wing Panel For B-52 Bomber Leaves FW For Wichita 





FINAL STAGES—This was the way it looked last month as first 
B-52 outer wing panel was readied at Fort Worth for shipment to 
Boeing at Wichita, Kan. In photo above R. C. Cobb and J. R. 
Pickel work atop wing. Top center: R. H. Blood, in stocking feet so 
as not to mar skin, applies last "breath" of paint. 

First of Vertical Fins Built at FW 
For B-52 Bomber Nears Completion 


Convair Fort Worth’s first 
outer wing panels for the B-52 
jet bomber had gone onto the 
assembly line at Boeing Wichita 
this week. 

And at the same time, Dept. 
42 crews were nearing comple¬ 
tion of the first Fort Worth- 
built B-52 vertical fin in the 200- 
foot bay of the assembly bldg. 

“The B-52 outer wing panels 
went out of here on schedule,” 
said Supt. R. E. Davis, “and 
the fin will do likewise—bar¬ 
ring developments beyond our 
control.” 


The wing panels, being built 
for the all-jet bomber under sub- 
c o n t r a ct with Boeing, were 
pulled out for the department by 
traffic and loaded in the ship¬ 
ping section onto railroad flat¬ 
cars. 

They arrived at the Wichita 
plant without mishap and went 
into .production as scheduled. 

R. D. Knowles, general fore¬ 
man for Depts. 41 and 42, ex¬ 
pressed his department’s appreci¬ 
ation for the assistance rendered 
by other departments in helping 
meet the schedule. 


OFF AND GONE — Wing 
panel starts half-mile trip to ship¬ 
ping and ultimately to crate on 
flat car. 


J&tm, 


ft rat 

sm 




TWINS—Air Force's two Convair YC-l3lCs are shown in rare flight photograph. Planes are op¬ 
erating for MATS on semi-scheduled basis. 

Utilization Steadily Improves For 
YC-131Cs on Scheduled Service 


Military Air Transport Service 
is well into the second thousand 
hours of turboprop flight with 
Convair YC-131Cs. 

As of last month, total time 
on the two aircraft since they 
were delivered in late January 
was more than 1,200 hours. This 
is in excess of the time recorded 
by Convair previous to delivery. 

The two aircraft have been in 
semi-scheduled operation, flying 
from Kelly Air Force Base to 
Andrews AFB, Washington, and 
to Travis AFB, California. In 
addition, the twin-engine trans¬ 
ports have been demonstrated at 
various points from coast to 
coast. 

Lt. Col. Samuel C. Burgess, 
commander of the 1700th Test 
Squadron to which the planes 
are assigned, summed up pilots 
reaction: “It is the most ad¬ 
vanced in performance and de¬ 
sign, yet the simplest aircraft 
to fly.” Col. Burgess is a 
senior pilot with more than 
10,000 hours logged in military 
aircraft. 

“Increased availability of over¬ 
hauled YT-56 engines has re¬ 
sulted in increased daily utiliza¬ 
tion,” Col. Claude W. Smith, 
commander of the 1700th Air 
Transport Group, reported. 
“With engines available for 33 


plane days in June, a total of 
261 hours was flown for a utili¬ 
zation factor of 7.9 hours per 
day.” 

(MATS four-engine stand¬ 
ard transports are only pro¬ 
grammed for a utilization of 
four hours a day.) 

Under the original test sche¬ 
dule, the YT-56 engines, rated at 
3,250 equivalent shaft horse¬ 
power, were limited to 100 hours 
flight time and then had to be 
removed and airlifted to the 
Allison plant at Indianapolis for 


READY TO GO—With help of crane on monorail, wing panel is 
turned vertical again and is ready to go. 


Fort Worth Folk Merit Praise 
For Efficiency on TF-102 Task 


Convair Fort Worth’s first con¬ 
tribution to San Diego’s TF-102 
production got a warm “thank 
you” from San Diego. 

Said F. B. Coffer, of San 
Diego’s material department, in 
a wire to R. E. Niblo, TF-102 ad¬ 
ministrator at Convair FW: 

“Shipment arrived on sched¬ 
ule. 

“We wish to commend Con¬ 
vair Fort Worth people for the 
efficient manner in which the 
program has been handled. 

“The shipment has been in¬ 


spected and is . . . (being put 
into production). 

“San Diego shop personnel 
tell us there are no major 
problems so far.” 

Said Niblo: “Fort Worth folks 
likewise appreciate the co-opera¬ 
tion of all San Diego people in¬ 
volved. It certainly made our job 
that much easier.” 

His words were seconded by 
Ray Kendall, TF-102 work fore¬ 
man who went to San Diego in 
July to help transfer the work 
back to SD. 


F-102 Test Ejection Seat Survives 
40 'Crash Landings on Speed Sled 


complete tear-clown and evalu 
ation. Since the first of July, 
due to the findings in the test 
program, the time limit has been 
extended to 150 hours. 

During June, one of the air¬ 
craft flew a high time of 19 
hours and 35 minutes in one 24- 
hour period. Routine scheduling 
of this aircraft resulted in flying 
44 hours and 20 minutes in three 
consecutive days. The greatest 
total time flown on both air¬ 
craft in one calendar day has 
been in excess of 34 hours. 

In their scheduled flights on 
the airways, the turbo-props 
have established fast flying time 
for twin-engine aircraft. The 
1,519-mile flight from Kelly to 
Andrews is made in slightly 
more than four hours. The nor¬ 
mal cruising altitude for the new 
transports with their pressurized 
cabins is around 21,000 feet. 
True air speed is approximately 
320 m.p.h. 


An F-102 pilot ejection seat 
came bach to Convair San Diego 
late last month apparently none 
the worse for 40 “crash land¬ 
ings.” 

These “landings” were actual¬ 
ly high speed sled runs which 
subjected the escape equipment 
to many times the normal force 
associated with aircraft acci¬ 
dents. 

Tests were conducted over the 
past six months at Holloman Air 
Development Center, N.M., by an 
Air Force Aero Medical group 
headed by Lt. Col. John P. Stapp 
(the man who made history by 
riding a speed sled 632 miles per 
hour). 

H. F. Mohrlock of Convair 
San Diego’s pilot escape section 
of engineering was on hand for 
some of the tests. 

“We put the equipment to 
maximum tests to determine 
what it could endure and at 
the same time made some dis¬ 
coveries which will prove 
valuable in designing pilot 
escape units for future super¬ 
sonic aircraft,” Mohrlock said. 

While exact data gained in the 
tests is classified, it can be re¬ 
vealed that the Convair-designed 
equipment survived the entire 
range of Air Force tests which 
were well beyond any specifica¬ 
tions set for present aircraft. 


“This was remarkable since 
our original idea was to test 
the equipment to failure,” 
Mohrlock added. “The escape 
unit stood up under the very 
toughest tests without a major 
failure.” 

Modification of the speed sled 
equipment was necessary for the 
tests to include the characteris¬ 
tic “nose-up” landing feature of 
delta wing aircraft. The escape 
seat was mounted several feet 
above the actual sled on rails so 
that it could be slammed down¬ 
ward at the same time it braked 
to an abrupt stop. 

Weights and dummies were 
used during the tests to deter¬ 
mine the seat’s ability to help 
protect pilots in case of crash 
landings. 

Next step in the program in¬ 
volves disassembling each part 
of the equipment and subjecting 
it to exacting inspection to de¬ 
tect hidden flaws or failures. 


CANADAIR TO BUILD 
JETS FOR AFRICA 

Canadair has received a $10 
million contract to build Mark VI 
Sabre jets for the South African 
Air Force, enough to equip two 
squadrons. These will be the first 
Canadian-built jet fighters ever 
exported commercially. 


RbbihS*'* 


“Ask your Mother, Junior, per¬ 
haps she’ll know where the other 
one is.” 


COMPLETES COURSE 

Gerald N. Kruse, Convair San 
Diego chemist, early this month 
finished a t h r e e-month spect- 
ography course held at Boston 
College, Chestnut Hill, Mass. The 
course was attended by 35 stu¬ 
dents representing 13 states and 
Canada. 


SIT TIGHT—H. F. Mohrlock of SD Dept. 6 fits a dummy snugly 
into ejection seat of F-102 that has been undergoing rigorous test¬ 
ing at San Diego. 
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Gen. LeMay to Speak at B-36 Ceremony 



FAREWELL—Last of B-36s leaves 


assembly building at Convair-Fort Worth, a milestone Convair is observing this week. 




THIS WAS FIRST—This picture was made first day first of bombers was rolled outside, 
comparison XB-36 was photographed alongside biggest Air Force plane to precede it, B-29. 


For 


@iVet& | 

“What happened to YOU ?” was 
a question Carl Schmidt of train¬ 
ing heard more times than he 
likes to recall when he returned 
from vacation. He was minus 
four front teeth. 

The explanation was that he 
had been playing catch with his 
son and was “gabbin’ when I 
should have been grabbin’.” 

* * * 

Watching his son, Sean, 15, at 
bat for the CRA Jets in a recent 
game, J. F. McMahon of indus¬ 
trial security secretly was sympa¬ 
thetic with the batter when the 
umpire called the first ball a 
strike. But, also, he was anxious 
that his son preserve a calm atti¬ 
tude. 

“Strike two,” the umpire called 
and young Sean stepped back 
from the plate, then raised his 
eyes skyward before again as¬ 
suming his position at the plate. 
The third ball, he knocked out of 
the park. 

Afterwards, the elder McMa¬ 
hon, a bit grimly, questioned him: 

“Son, we’ll have no profanity, 
even in your mind. What were 
(Continued on Page 2) 


First Production Flight 
'Routine' For New GRB-36 

First production model of a fleet of new Air Force 
GRB-36 aircraft carriers made its initial flight July 28 at 
Convair-Fort Worth. 

Produced by modifying airplanes previously in service 
with the Air Force, the new ships are equipped to launch 
and pickup F-84F jet fighters in mid-air. (See photo on 
Page 8.) 


Putting ship through shake- 
down was Ray Fitzgerald, pilot, 
and F. B. Petty, co-pilot. Both 
described flights as “strictly rou¬ 
tine.” 

Shakedown was first of 10 
hours of flight testing scheduled 
to prove out new fairing on bomb 
bay doors. Installed by develop¬ 
ment department crews, the new 
fairing is required to streamline 
lower part of fuselage as much 
as possible while it is carrying 
the jet in flight. 

While jet is being lugged, al¬ 
most all of it above the wing is 
inside the bomb bay section of 
the ’36. Lower portion of fighter 
fuselage and all of wing are out¬ 
side. 

Interior of the ’36 also was 
changed to provide a walkway for 


the fighter pilot. On it, he can 
enter or leave his cockpit while 
the GRB is in flight, and can walk 
'either to the front or rear cabins. 

(Continued on Page 5) 


New Security 
Booklet Out 

Latest move in Convair’s broad 
plans for maintaining and im¬ 
proving security is the publica¬ 
tion of a brightly edited, stream¬ 
lined booklet which was coming 
o*f the presses this month and 
eventually will be available to 
every Convair man and woman. 

The two - color pocket - size 
booklet explains Convair security 
regulations in an easy to read 
style. It was prepared by Gen¬ 
eral Office industrial security 
with the assistance of thp pro¬ 
motion and graphic services of 
public relations. 

“These are facts that everyone 
in Convair, whether they handle 
classified information or not, 
should know,” Gen. Joseph T. 
McNarney, Convair president, 
said. 

“We who are engaged in na¬ 
tional defense have a solemn re¬ 
sponsibility that goes well be¬ 
yond even the quality of the 
work we perform. It involves the 
secrets which have been entrust¬ 
ed to us. We must guard them 
with all the stern adherence to 
the regulations that we can corn- 
continued on Page 5) 


Pre-Production Program For B-58 
Viewed by Weapons Evaluators 


Convair’s pre - production pro¬ 
gram on the B-58 supersonic 
bomber was inspected July 31 by 
a high-level military group from 
the Pentagon in Washington, 
D.C. 

At Convair-Fort Worth, they 
were briefed by August C. Esen- 
wein, Convair vice president; 
Frank W. Davis, chief engineer; 
R. H. Widmer, assistant chief 
engineer; and N. B. Robbins, 
project engineer. 

They also toured the secret 
area adjacent to the assembly 
line. 


Known as the “weapons sys¬ 
tems evaluation group,” they 
serve in a full-time advisory ca¬ 
pacity to the Air Force. Director 
of the group is 1 Lt. Gen. Samuel 
E. Anderson, formerly Eighth 
AF commander. 

Members include: Dr. W. B. Shock- 
ley, research director for the grroup (and 
one of the Bell Telephone Co. men re¬ 
sponsible for the development of trans¬ 
istors) ; Dr. G. I. Welch, assistant 
research director; Maj. Gen. W. L. Bar- 
rigrer, U.S. Army; Maj. Gen. H. S. 
Hansell, USAF; Rear Adm. Paul D. 
Stroop, U.S. Navy; Dr. Charles A. 
Boyd, project leader; Capt. James M. 
Wright, assistant to project director; 
and Col. Jack H. Griffith, executive 
secretary to the group. 



FIRST FLIGHT—Convair XFY-I delta wing Navy tighter, built 
at San Diego, shown on first free vertical takeoff in history of 
aviation. Initial hop was at Moffett Naval Air Station, Calif., 
Sunday, Aug. I. On subsequent flights, plane went as high as 
150 feet before backing down to landing. 


XC-99 at FW 
For Public 
Inspection 

The most important man 
in the free world if war 
should come . . . 

That's the way newspa¬ 
pers write of the man who 
will deliver the principal ad¬ 
dress at Convair-Fort Worth 
Saturday, Aug-. 14.. 

The occasion is a public cere¬ 
mony to deliver the B-36 which 
will complete the Air Force’s 
fleet of record-breaking bombers. 

He is Gen. 

Curtis LeMay, 
of course, com¬ 
mander of Stra¬ 
tegic Air Com¬ 
mand, the mus¬ 
cled knock - out 
arm of the AF 
which in event 
of war would 
have the job 
of blasting the 
enemy with 
atomic bombs. 

At press time, General LeMay 
had a prior commitment for Sat¬ 
urday but was trying to revise 
his schedule. If he cannot come, 
his deputy commander, Maj. Gen. 
F. H. Griswold, will speak. 

The general will be introduced 
by another general, Gen. Joseph 
T. McNarney, Convair president. 

Another highlight will be a 
chance for Convair employees 
and their families and the public 
to walk through the inside of the 
XC-99. This is the Convair-built 
Air Force transport which is the 
largest land-based aircraft in the 
world. 

The entire program will take 
only one hour, from 3 to 4 p.m. 
Front gate will be open to visi¬ 
tors beginning at 2 p.m. 

No cameras can be allowed. 
Visitors will be admitted to the 
special roped-off area before the 
speaker’s stand. They will not 
(Continued on Page 3) 

★ ★ ★ 

Story of B-36 

Dates Back to 

Early in 1941 

Gen. H. H. (Hap) Arnold 
paced the floor in the, Washing¬ 
ton, D.C., office of the Chief of 
the Army Air Force. It was 
early in 1941. 

The United States was not 
then at war. But intelligence re¬ 
ports which streamed acrqss 
Arnold’s desk told a sobering 
story of Nazi forces overrunning 
Europe. It was doubtful that 
Britain could hold out against 
them. 

And if Britain fell, the United 
States might be faced with the 
prospect of single-handedly bat¬ 
tling the German war machine— 
without bases closer than the 
United States. 

What Arnold and the AAF 
needed was obvious. 

A bomber that could span the 
Atlantic, target a deadly load of 
bombs and return to the United 
States non-stop without refueling. 
Only such a bomber could do the 
job which the AAF might be 
called upon to do. 

On April 11, 1941, Arnold’s 
mind was made up. AAF issued 
a call to aircraft makers for bids 
(Continued on Page 8) 



Curtis LeMay 
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PUSHBUTTON—"Push the button and the drill does the rest," 
L. A. Rapp of Convair-Fort Worth tooling explains as he demon¬ 
strates new drill. 


★ CcHtiairietif ★ 

Founded Sept. 1, 1948. Published in three editions (Fort Worth-Daingerfield, 
San Diego, Pomona) by Convair Industrial Relations, General Offices, San Diego, 
Calif., Logan Jenkins, editor. 

Approximate current total circulation, 50,000. News items and letters to the 
editor are solicited, but no advertising can be accepted. 

FW Editorial Offices, Industrial Relations Dept., ext. 5290; FW staff: Bob 
Vollmer, news editor; Sally Abey. 


UP AND OVER—Artist workinq on aerial photo shows about 
how Convair expressway will hook up with Fort Worth Freeway 
leading to downtown section. 

Work Starts on Link Connecting 
New Expressway With Freeway 


Work started this week in 
Fort Worth on the link between 
the Convair expressway and the 
east-west freeway. 

As shown on the composite 
aerial-photo drawing, the new 
link will give Convair employees 
a non-stop no-intersection route 
all the way from the plant gate 
to downtown Fort Worth. 

As indicated, overpasses will 
take traffic on Guildford Rd. and 
Horne St. over the super high- 
way-type divided road. 

The link itself will be elevated 
over Camp Bowie Blvd. for traf¬ 


fic headed west, and over both 
Camp Bowie and west-bound 
freeway traffic on the portion 
leading to the east. 

Surveys for the new construc¬ 
tion already are under way, and 
the contractor was expected mo¬ 
mentarily to be given the go- 
ahead. 

The state highway department, 
which is supervising construc¬ 
tion, said the contractor will have 
280 working days for the job, 
meaning that completion is from 
a year to a year and a half 
away. 


ChtrieJ 


SIXTY-FIVE YEARS—That's total service with Convair these tour 
have seen. Lettf to right: G. W. Graff, R. H. Widmer, G. W. 
Righter, W. N. Liddle. All received 15-year pins except Liddle, 
who rated a 20-year emblem. 

★ ★ Service Emblems ★ ★ 


FORT WORTH 

The following service emblems are due 
during the period August 1 through 
August 15: 

Twenty-year: Dept. 11, W. N. Liddle. 
Fifteen-year: Dept. 6, G. W. Graff, 
R. H. Widmer. Dept. 65, G. W. Righter. 

Ten-year: Dept. 7, L. Van Zanten. 
Dept. 15, W. A. Swift. Dept. 20, E. T. 
Russell. Dept. 22, G. H. Fike, A. J. 

Ford Jr., R. B. Hamm. Dept. 24, V. 

K. Halbrook. 

Dept. 25, W. Montgomery, G. M. 
Thompson. Dept. 30, G. N. Rab’y. Dept. 
31, A. R. Schnorr. Dept. 40, J. K. 

Anderson, R. H. Grider, W. C. Shetter. 

Dept. 47, D. Beddo. Dept. 48, G. L. 

Phillips, W. G. Post. Dept. 50, U. L. 

Tidwell. Dept. 61, R. T. Boggus. Dept. 
62, L. A. Powers. Dept. 63, A. H. Cox, 
T. M. Lowry. 

Dept. 64, R. W. Farless, H. Pruitt, 
A. Rhodes. Dept. 65, J. D. McClendon, 
T. W. McFarland Jr., J. E. Tesar, A. 
Whitmire. 

Dept. 74, O. C. Lovell, E. D. Payte. 
Dept. 76, B. N. Hudson Jr. Dept. 81, T. 
N. Baker. Dept. 82, J. M. Harbuck, T. 
G. Larkin, M. A. Smith, B. G. Wood. 

Dept. 91, W. M. Helton, H. McClure, 

C. J. Pippin Jr., W. G. Rhine. Dept. 
92, J. O. Hood. Dept. 93, J. W. Davis, 

L. W. Garrett. Dept. 94, W. C. Autrey, 
E. T. Parker. Dept. 95, D. L. Heath, R. 
C. King, A. F. Patterson, R. M. Wil- 
mut. 

Five-year: Dept. 4, J. B. Davis, L. 
W. Egger, H. E. Hutsell, M. P. Lamm, 

C. C. Utley. Dept. 6, O. R. Batchelder, 
R. M. Benson Jr., J. L. Boteler, G. P. 
Breaux, H. G. Ellis, J. J. Forney, W. 

D. Hedden, C. E. Kuchar. 

P. E. Norris, D. C. Novelli, J. S. 
Robin&on, C. N. Steele, O. R. Tilbury, 


Promotions 

FORT WORTH 

Promotions to and within supervision 
and professional and administrative ef¬ 
fective July 22 are: 

Dept. 4, Material: to assistant fore¬ 
man, J. T. Y. Tyler. 

Dept. 6, Engineering: to engineering 
publications editor, C. R. Cripliver; to 
senior design engineer, J. A. Downs; to 
test engineer, B. J. Hinds; to senior 
operations analyst, H. >S. Hutchins, III ; 
to design group engineer, L. E. Light- 
bown; to aerodynamics engineer, J. W. 
Nunn. 

To weight design group engineer, R. 
F. Pence; to propulsion engineer, C. H. 
Ratcliff; to weights group engineer, J. 

V. Ray; to flight test engineer, J. O. 
Roark; to engineering illustrator, M. 

W. Seaman, E. D. Statum ; to design en¬ 
gineer, ,S. W. Stookey; to senior nu¬ 
clear engineer, S. S. Strong; to design 
group G. C. Sumner. 

Dept. 7, Manufacturing and Tooling 
Management: to assistant superinten¬ 
dent, T. E. King Jr. 

Dept. 9, Accounting: to accounting 
assistant supervisor, M. A. Hines; to 
tabulating analyst, R. L. Norment, C. 
W. Tenberg. 

Dept. 22, Manufacturing Control: to 
manufacturing control assistant super¬ 
visor, C. W. Doyle Jr. ; to manufactur¬ 
ing project analyst, E. Miller. 

Dept. 24, Tooling: to tool engineer, 
M. P. Flynn. 

Dept. 27, Inspection-Production: to in¬ 
spection supervisor, H. T. Long; to 
outside inspection representative, C. E. 
Perkins; to inspection general super¬ 
visor, W. F. Danner. 


R. Vickers, C. W. Wirtanen. Dept. 8, 

E. E. Hatchett, C. D. Stell. 

Dept. 9, L. C. Thompson, I. T. Walsh. 
Dept. 14, L. C. Hopper, T. R. Howard, 
A. D. Reeves, E. V. Willett. Dept. 20, 

I. B. Arrington, C. H. Bisesi, M. G. 

Chavez, J. T. Coffee Jr., J. B. Earnest, 

C. L. Humphries. 

H. B. Lewis, J. Marcum, B. M. Maul¬ 
din, S. B. Morris, D. L. Nowlin, L. W. 
Ratliff, R. Rumsey. Dept. 22, J. Cooper, 
L. D. Huston, B. F. Matthews, A. D. 

Myers, N. H. Napier. 

Dept. 24, P. R. Ausburn, A. B. Ostby. 
Dept. 25, C. W. Cross, G. K. McNatt, 

D. Marlar. Dept. 27, S. J. Glenn,, G. 

R. Musgrove. Dept. 28, C. G. Blakelock. 

Dept. 30, H. D. Heskett. Dept. 31, J. 

L. Brown, L. Bumpous, B. J. Rober¬ 
son, L. A. Wilkerson. Dept. 40, A. G. 

. Cope, D. R. King, R. S. Noles. 

Dept. 47, B. M. Baggett. Dept. 48, J. 
D. Allen, G. N. Armstrong, R. A. 
Bailey Jr., N. L. Blackstock, A. Deleon, 
C. H. Gremminger, F. W. Kohler, J. R. 
Laing, G. D. Miller, R. K. Russell, L. 
H. Sharp, R. B. Sherrod, P. A. Steele. 

Dept. 50, J. H. Kee, T. E. Nestle. 

Dept. 61, L. H. Callarman. Dept. 65, 
C. A. Peterson. Dept. 73, B. B. Coan, 
H. M. Hill, E. M. Lotspeich, L. M. 

Murchison, A. V. Sansom, G. N. Wal¬ 
ton. 

Dept. 75, J. R. Andrews, O. B. 

Awtrey, B. R. Frizell, R. K. Gome- 

ringer, R. D. Jenkins, J. L. Lenz, J. 
W. Menard, B. H. Starnes. Dept. 76, H. 

M. James, W. D. Lolley, W. V. Town¬ 

send, J. B. Turner, R. L. Wright. 

Dept. 81, B. E. Holder, H. A. Lan¬ 
caster. Dept. 82, J. J. Atherton, W. F. 
McConnell, L. M. Sanders. Dept. 91, R. 

A. Haley, T. B. Smith Jr., E. E. .Stan¬ 
field, T. A. Toombs. 

Dept. 92, N. D. Colvin, T. G. Gaines, 

J. E. Harrington, B. W. McLeod, L. 

B. Randolph, S. J. Todd. Dept. 93, C. 

M. Stepp, G. L. Wilbanks. Dept. 94, E. 

W. Koury, L. W. Stogsdill, B. W. 
Whalin, W; M. Wigley. 

Dept. 95, A. Y. Batch, J. M. Black¬ 
mon, J. T. Cantrell, G. J. Collier, J. 
Darnell, R. H. Ewing, R. Faith, N. 
Farley, B. Ferguson, D. A. Harrison, 
R. A. McKown, J. S. Paxton, V. W. 
Pearce, H. Rowe. Jr., W. H. Rush Jr., 
T. H. Skidmore, E. J. Stanford, ,S. P. 
Villanueva, M. E. Warren, J. C. Wil¬ 
son Jr., B. D. Wright. 

Awards 

FORT WORTH 

The following employees received env 
ployee suggestion awards totaling $77.50 
for the period ending July 30: 

Dept. 4, Material: Neil Whitley. 

Dept. 20, Traffic: B. R. Israel. 

Dept. 25, Plant Engineering: Stanley 

G. Knick, Jr. 

Dept. 27, Inspection-Production: L. F. 
Coy. 

Births 

FORT WORTH 

HOWELL—Son, John Hugh, 6 lbs. 3 
oz., born July 27 to Mr. and Mrs. John 

H. Howell, Dept. 11-9. (The mother is 
Dorothy HdWell, former Dept. 6-7 em¬ 
ployee.) 

Deaths 

FORT WORTH 

MITCHELL—D. E., Dept. 31, died 

July 22. Survived by his father, and 
three brothers. 




New Type Drill 
Cuts Fatigue 

Electric and air-powered drills 
have long been commonplace in 
the aircraft industry. 

But now the motors not only 
spin the drill. They also auto¬ 
matically feed the drill into the 
metal! 

Use of the new drills is the re¬ 
sult of a headache suffered by 
Jimmy Shackelford and Eddie 
Fraizl when the two Dept. 81 
foremen at Convair-Fort Worth 
found out they faced this job: 

Drilling more than 15,000 half¬ 
inch holes through two inches of 
structural steel to be used on an 
aircraft tooling fixture. And most 
of them had to be precise down 
to a few thousandths of an inch. 

“We figured it this way,” said 
Shackelford. “The best we could 
hope any one man could do would 
be 40 holes a day. That meant 
3,000 hours of backbreaking labor, 
because pushing that half-inch 
drill through steel is no pipe even 
when the hole is in a likely spot. 

“And most of these aren't. 
Many are overhead, and many in 
tight spots.” 

The two foremen thought auto¬ 
matic-feed drills were the answer. 
They needed something light, 
compact and easily controlled. 

They called upon the manufac¬ 
turing research section of tooling 
department. Tool Engineer Clint 
Bay was assigned the problem, 
and soon came up with this rec¬ 
ommendation: Keller Airfeedrills. 

Old method of drilling these 
holes was this: first, a pilot hole 
to guide the bit. Then a quarter- 

inch bit to enlarge the hole. Last¬ 
ly, the hole was reamed out to the 
half-inch size. All this took eight 
to 10 minutes per hole. 

With the new drill, all three 
operations are combined into one. 
One man can make the set-up and 
drill the hole in four minutes flat. 
And he can do it in almost any 
spot. 

As compared to 40 holes a day 
with a conventional drill, the new 
apparatus enables one man to 
drill around 120 holes a day. 

Says Bay: “The work is con¬ 
sistently accurate, and is far less 
tiring to the employee.” 


Containers That Disappear Cause 
An Expensive Problem in Convair 


(Continued from Page 1) 

you thinking when you stepped 
away after that second strike?” 

“Dad,” the boy said, “I was 
praying to myself :> ‘Please, God, 
improve that umpire's eyesight.' ” 
* * * 


Louann Sullivan of Dept. 10-0 
has probably set a world's record 
for continuous holding of the title 
“Miss Texas.” 

You see, she used to be Louann 
Texas until she changed her name 
to Mrs. Wayne Sullivan. 

* * * 


I. B. Hale, industrial security 
chief, six feet two and 230 pounds, 
succumbed to a temptation to 
water ski at Eagle Mountain Lake 
not long ago. 

The boat started up and the 
rope broke. The second effort 
broke the rope again, as did the 
third. Then Buster Reynolds, 
formerly of tooling, remarked: 

“Stick around. I'll go get a log 
chain.” 


Convair-Fort Worth has a mys¬ 
tery on its hands. 

It might be called the “Missing 
Container Caper.” And the story 
is completely factual. Here’s the 
background: 

Convair has hundreds of con¬ 
tainers. Solvents, acids, cleaners, 
oils, paints and bottled gases come 
in these and are sent to various 
parts of the plant. 

But from there, the containers 
sometimes disappear. Some are 
damaged. (This costs Convair 
money, because the company has 
on deposit about $22,700 to as¬ 
sure return of the containers. 
This may range from three to 
$60 each on drums, $15 on car¬ 
boys, and 30 cents up on reels. 

Sometimes the containers are 
misused or damaged so badly that 
Convair has to forfeit the deposit. 

“Naturally, this is money wast¬ 
ed,” said C. F. McClure, super¬ 
visor of conservation, industrial 
engineering department. “And it 
could easily be avoided. 

“Sometimes we must search for 
containers that departments have 
failed to return to the steel yard. 
This means manhours must be 
spent to find them.” 

The process of returning con¬ 


tainers is simple. As soon as 
they've been emptied, the using 
department should notify the traf¬ 
fic department to pick them up. 
Traffic then takes them to the 
steel yard. 

From there, Dept. 4 employees 
take over and shortly the vendor 
gets his container back. And Con¬ 
vair gets the deposit. 

New Naval Reserve 
Unit Planned at FW 

Convair-Fort Worth employees 
were invited this week by K. D. 
Bradshaw, of Dept. 6, to help 
organize a new Naval Reserve 
training unit which will head¬ 
quarter in Dallas. 

Bradshaw said purpose of the 
program is to provide trained 
personnel for mobilization in 
time of war, and to meet mobili¬ 
zation requirements of the 
Navy’s Bureau of Aeronautics. 
Further information may be ob¬ 
tained from Bradshaw at ext. 
4239, or at his home, NO-6933. 

CRA has a place for you. Turn 
to page 6. 


DAMAGED—F. J. Hill (left) and W. H. Duck, Dept. 4-5 em¬ 
ployees at Convair-Fort Worth, point to damaged places in return¬ 
able containers. This renders containers useless and costs money. 


Even though it's expected, it’s 
pleasant to see a thing done 
smartly and correctly. 

Photo Supervisor Fred Carlile 
recently stepped over the chain 
surrounding a SAM-SAC airplane 
as it was being defueled, and 
prepared to take a picture. But 
he had scarcely got there before 
a member of John Pickle's defuel- 
ing crew asked him to move out¬ 
side the chain, explaining polite¬ 
ly, but very firmly, that safety 
regulations prevented his coming 
any closer and that he couldn’t 
permit pictures unless there was 
an OK for the men to shut off 
work and leave the airplane. 

Carlile got the OK, the men left 
the airplane, the pictures were 
shot and the crew returned. All 
very smartly and according to the 
book. 
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PRODUCTION STARTS—Convair Charactron project at San Diego launches 
scheduled production for first time next month. Entrance to new site on Hancock 
St. is at left. Center is Darrel Lachel operating machine which aluminumizes interior 
of tube. (Note resemblence to commercial TV tube.) At right is glass-shaping 


equipment which finishes tubes. Carl Hodapp, a master glass blower, shapes tube 
extension over heat while Charles Licastri operates lathe-like machine which joins 
two pieces. Unable to locate subcontractors able to supply many of necessary 
parts, Charactron project is making its own. 





BIRDS OF A FEATHER... 

The wor/ds best a/rh/ners 
(/re b///Z/ />/ America 


kOtING ST»AtOC*UIS£t 


No p-o-ongcr planes out-perform those built in the U.S.A 
\k-.ouwl: by accepted viafulurtK —defemlaWJity, speed, 
comfort, safety, economy of operation and maintenance 
American-m ulo air 5f;mvport> arc the backbone o; world 
aviation. Almost every major airline in the world fries no 
or more types of U.S. pawenjjrr planes. 

In military aviation, loo. America's .urlitreis are serving 
best. Versions of» v.vy modern ty pc are n part of the Military 
Air Transport Service, ready for any national emergency 
When even better passenger planes are built, it w ill be done 
in America- where aviation was horn. Thu nhemtnt h 
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Customers, Competitors 
Alike Praise Convair on 
Bold Advertising Policy 


MINIATURE—Tiny (smaller than a dime) matrix containing letters and numbers which will be pro¬ 
jected on tube face is checked for accuracy against master copy (background) by Mrs. Vera Peck 
(left). It's exacting task. At right is Carl Vuletich assembling an "electronic gun." 


Convair’s national advertisements of recent months 
have caused quite a stir in industry as well as military 
circles. Quite a favorable stir, in fact. 


Early this year Convair started 
a radically new series (Convair- 
iety, Feb. 24, 1954), radical be¬ 
cause it had never been tried by 
an airframe concern. The series 
stressed public service themes 
such as aiding the military in at¬ 
tracting and retaining high cali¬ 
ber personnel, and more recently 
in lending a hand to civil defense 
aims. The mention of Convair was 
secondary to the major purpose 
of public service. 

Received with great enthusiasm 
by top officers of the services, 
the program brought wide praise 
and, in fact, sparked a move with¬ 
in industry, sponsored by Air 
Force Association, to encourage 
other concerns to follow Con¬ 
vair’s lead. 

Widest attention, however, was 
attracted by a recent display ad 
titled “Birds of a Feather,” pro¬ 
claiming that the “World’s Best 
Airliners are Built in America.” 
With its broad theme, stressing 
not just Convair’s own products 
but the good of the nation and in¬ 
cluding the products of four other 
builders of U.S. transport and 
passenger planes as well, the ad 
represented an even sharper de¬ 
parture from usual advertising 
practices. 

Carefully prepared and re¬ 
worked by Convair’s Policy Coun¬ 


cil, the ad was first published 
with considerable confidence of 
success and later developments 
substantiated the faith. 

Even before the first “Birds of 
a Feather” ads appeared, Aero 
Digest magazine editorialized 
congratulations. Aviation Week 
and American Aviation magazines 
added their praise for the broad 
approach. Letters from airframe 
and airline executives, from cus¬ 
tomers and non-customers, echoed 
these sentiments. Aviation Week 
headlined “Distinguished Public 
Relations” and said to “sophisti¬ 
cated aviation observers tough¬ 
ened by the intense competition 
among the major airframe com¬ 
panies, this advertisement is a 
bracing tonic.” 

E. A. McCabe, Convair adver¬ 
tising director, said the ad will 
continue to appear in 1954, ear¬ 
marked for four more major avia¬ 
tion trade magazines and five 
general circulation publications, 
as well as six foreign editions of 
U.S. magazines. 


Sept. 18 and 19, Saturday and 
Sunday, are dates for Sixth An¬ 
nual CRA Circus-Picnic at San 
Diego. Make your plans now to 
be at Del Mar. 


HOME TALENT—When Convair sought a model for this ad, 
the advertising department found a beauty just around the corner 
in Building 19 at San Diego—Mary Ellen Ford of sales. Photos of 
this pose were sent to Ren Wicks, widely known Los Angeles artist, 
who did the rest. To whom is she waving? No doubt her husband, 
Earl Ford of contracts at SD. 


Convair Charactron Project Mapping 
First Scheduled Production Program 


Convair’s Charactron project at San Diego is set to move into its first scheduled 
production program beginning in September, G. T. Gerlach, project manager, revealed 
this week. 

“This will be our first effort at meeting regular scheduled deliveries,” Gerlach said. 
“By the end of the year we will be completing two units per day. 

Charactron is a cathode-ray 


is a 

tube “fathered” by Joseph T. Me 
Naney, now chief project en¬ 
gineer, and developed by Convair. 
It is capable of 1,000 times the 
speed of existing mechanical de¬ 
vices used in displaying mes¬ 
sages transmitted by high - speed 
communication systems or in re¬ 
cording the output of high-speed 
analog or digital computers and 
in solving numerous other elec¬ 
tronic problems. 

The new production schedule 
was established after Convair 
received its first order for manu¬ 
facture of large diameter Char¬ 
actron tubes in quantity. This 
includes the finishing of the tube 
housing the unit, which closely 
resembles a commercial TV tube, 
assembly of electronic compon¬ 
ents and final assembly of the 
finished unit. It is a deviation 
from other contracts calling for 
work on certain electronic equip¬ 
ment with other items to be 
finished. 

Charactron employees got their 
first taste of “assembly line” 
work last March 15 when an 
order was received for delivery 
of three completed units within 
60 days. Nothing was to be fur¬ 
nished. Three additional units 
were to be delivered this month 
and regular production started 
in September. 

“Equipment for certain jobs 
just didn’t exist and we needed it 
immediately,” Gerlach said. “L. 
R. Steinhardt, our production 
leader, learned of an auction of 
surplus TV equipment back east 
and set out to work with Con¬ 
vair’s Newark, N.J., office in ac¬ 
quiring what we could use. We 
were able to adapt this equip¬ 
ment and meet our schedule.” 

An addition to the project’s 
present facility on Hancock St. 
is now under construction with 
completion scheduled within 90 
days. Once completed, this space 
and a part of the present build¬ 
ing will form what will become 
one of the most unusual produc¬ 
tion areas operated by Convair 
anywhere. 

Because of the highly-sensitive 
nature of Charactron, absolute 
cleanliness is necessary in its as¬ 
sembly. The new area is being 


perfected with this in mind. 
There are no horizontal ridges or 
protrusions to .catch dust. Win¬ 
dows and walls are calked and 
sealed and even the floor cover¬ 
ing is without seams. Pressure 
maintained at all times will fil¬ 
ter out over 90 per cent of the 
existing foreign bodies in the air. 
All assembly will be completed 
under further pressurization. 

Employees entering the area 
must pass first through an air¬ 
lock where they remove their 
outer clothing and don rubber 
overshoes and gowns made of 
Orion. Cosmetics, sweaters, ties 
or any form of lint carrier will 
not be worn. 

Scheduled to be one of the key 
factors in our national defense 
system, Charactron units are be¬ 
ing built for the Air Force and 
the Navy under sub-contract to 
International Business Machines 
Co. and Teleregister Corp. with 
technical liaison maintained 


through the Lincoln Laboratories 
of the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology and the Naval Elec-, 
tronics Laboratory respectively. 


Gen. LeMay to Talk 
At B-36 Ceremony 

(Continued from Page 1) 
tour the plant. 

August C. Esenwein, Convair 
vice - president, announced this 
week that ceremony and display 
will be located on the ramp in 
front of the hangar building. 
That location will give the audi¬ 
ence a close and uncluttered view 
of the take-off of the newest 
B-36. It will be headed for duty 
with the 92nd Bomb Wing (H) 
at Fairchild AF Base, Spokane, 
Wash. 

At one point in the program, 
six B-36s from Carswell will put 
on a low-level fly-by. 


CONTRAST—Tools used in Charactron do same task as those 
in other parts of Convair, but their size is far different. For example, 
upper picture shows shearer used in Charactron, hand operated, 
while below is a shearer in Dept. 101 that requires two operators. 
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Booby Prize 

'Knucklehead' 
New Gimmick 


TYPEWRITER TIPS — Maintaining Convair-Fort Worth type¬ 
writers is man-size job (center photo). In these pictures FW girls 
demonstrate how they keep their machines out of the shop. Lower 
left, Margelle Welch cleans rubber parts behind cylinder. Top left, 
Frankie Gowdy makes sure machine is covered when through for 


day. Top center, Doris McKee regulates touch control when mak¬ 
ing carbons. Top right, Pan Jones cleans and dries keys. Lower 
right, Nell Shuter shows how to erase without letting rubber par¬ 
ticles drop into works. Proper care of typewriters keeps them out 
of repair shop and available for use. 


Another Blueprint 
Class Will Start 

Convair Fort Worth employees 
have another chance to learn blue¬ 
print reading in a class scheduled 
to get under way next month. 

The class is designed for tem¬ 
plate and tool makers and will be 
taught by G. L. Olson, first shift, 
and R. T. Lieth, second shift. Fee 
for the 60-hour course is 14 cents 
per hour, or a total of $8.40. This 
is payable any time during the 
first two weeks of the course. 

Classes will be held from 4 to 
6 p.m. on Mondays and Wednes¬ 
days for first shift, and from 
1:30 to 3:30 p.m. Wednesdays and 
Fridays for second shift. Convair 
blueprint study guides and man¬ 
uals will be furnished. 

Further information is avail¬ 
able in the training section at ext. 
5245 or 5188. 


Expert Maintenance Crew Required at Convair FW 
To Keep Plant's Thousand Typewriters Clicking 


It takes more than 1,000 type¬ 
writers to keep things going at 
Convair-Fort Worth. 

And it takes a staff of eight 
experienced mechanics in mechan¬ 
ical maintenance office equipment 
section of plant engineering to 
keep the typewriters going, as 
well as all other office equip¬ 
ment except leased IBM ma¬ 
chines. 

“Good individual care of the 
machines can help a great deal in 
keeping the typewriters out of 
the repair shop,” J. B. Moore, 
one of the mechanics, commented. 
He volunteered a number of hints 
for prolonging their lives, such as 
remembering to turn off the 
power on electric machines when 
they are not in use. 


“Erasing improperly leads to 
trouble, as much as any other one 
thing,” Moore continued. “When 
the rubber particles fall into the 
keys they join with ink or clean¬ 
ing fluid to form a gummy mix¬ 
ture that means eventually we 
have to take the whole machine 
apart for cleaning. Spilling soft 
drinks or coffee on the keys leads 
to the same thing. 

“The best w T ay to erase is to 
shift the carriage to the extreme 
right or left, so that the rubber 
fragments fall outside the ma¬ 
chine.” 

Liquid type cleaner can also 
cause trouble if incorrectly used. 
Moore said when cleaning keys, 
each one should be cleaned and 
dried individually. 


MODERN PONY—Unique "pony express" mail distribution truck rolls along outside Convair 
Pomona with Wayne Kaltenberger at the wheel and Mary Brents in the back. Close-up at right 
shows how mail is sorted as truck moves between pick-up points. Entire circuit of route takes less 
than hour and plant gets six mail deliveries daily. 

Mail Sorted en Route at Pomona as 
New Pony Express' Makes its Rounds 


Taking a name from the pages 
of history and adding a new and 
modern touch Convair Pomona re¬ 
cently devised and installed a 
model internal mail distribution 
system. 

“Pony express” was adopted as 
an appropriate title for the back¬ 
bone of the system since both the 
legendary service of the same 
name and Convair’s modern coun¬ 
terpart have one common goal— 
get the mail through fast! Unlike 
the Pony Express of old which 
depended on horses, Pomona uses 
modern power, and schedules 
are now discussed in terms of 
minutes rather than days. 

The entire mail distribution set 
up is the “brainchild” of Art 
Crutchfield of Dept. 14. His idea 
was submitted on the first Cost 
Improvement Proposal approved 
at Convair Pomona. 


“An ever-increasing mail vol¬ 
ume, the need for faster and more 
frequent service to certain areas 
and duplicate handling of mail 
were serious problems under our 
old system,” said Q. G. Turner, 
manager of administrative serv¬ 
ices. “The present low handling 
cost and constant service indicate 
we have found the answers.” 

Central figure in the “pony ex¬ 
press” is an electric platform 
truck equipped with a series of 
mail sorting racks on back. While 
the driver guides the truck be¬ 
tween the 82 stops on the plant 
system, a mail clerk sorts those 
items picked up at each. The 
truck is in motion constantly and 
makes a complete circuit of the 
five miles of routes six times dur¬ 
ing an eight-hour period. The old 
system utilizing walking and bi¬ 
cycle could cover the same circuit 


only four times during the same 
period with stops at the central 
mail room for sorting. 

Interchanges are made on a set 
schedule with carriers servicing 
areas where the truck cannot 
operate and the central mail 
room. During bad weather, a re¬ 
movable plexiglas top and cur¬ 
tains allows deliveries to continue 
with the sorter using existing 
building lights for illumination. 

To assist the mail clerk on the 
truck and those in the central 
mail drop, a new zoning system 
has also been set up. Each area 
in the plant has been zoned much 
like those now used by govern¬ 
ment mail agencies. 

“People addressing intra-plant 
mail can insure prompt delivery 
by consulting the plant telephone 
directory which now lists all zone 
numbers,” Crutchfield said. 


“It may take extra time, but it 
certainly pays off in the long 
run,” he said. 

Two other things that should 
be done: set pressure controls ac¬ 
cording to the type of work be¬ 
ing done, and keep the rubber 
parts clean. 

“Dropping a typewriter is mur¬ 
derous,” said Moore. “We average 
about five a year.” 

Convair - Fort Worth’s type¬ 
writers number 301 electric and 
726 manual. The typewriters 
alone are worth about $231,- 
708 (replacement value). The 
figure doubles when you con¬ 
sider Convair’s adding, cal¬ 
culating, accounting and dupli¬ 
cating machines. 

A file card on each machine is 
kept in the plant engineering 
equipment section. At a moment’s 
notice a card on any machine may 
be found by the Air Force num¬ 
ber. This gives a description of 
the machine and a history of its 
life. A. D. Taylor, procurement 
engineer, is in charge of this 
phase of the operation. 

“We hope,” said Taylor, “that 
people will treat their machines 
with kid gloves. Especially since 
we’ve been told there won’t be 
any more new ones any time 
soon.” 


Convair has had “eight balls” 
and “dog houses” to point the 
finger of shame in housekeeping 
and now there is the “knuckle¬ 
head.” 

First appearance of the strange 
figure (see photo) two weeks ago 
caused something of a stir in the 
model 340 sector at San Diego. 
Awarded weekly to the 340 area 
that appears to be lagging in 
safety and housekeeping, the 
“knucklehead” is the brainchild 
of General Foreman Bob Elo, 
Foreman Dick Dale (Dept. 57) 
and Assistant Foreman A1 Baber 
(Dept. 52). In fact, Dale au¬ 
thored an “oath” that accom¬ 
panies the award and runs, in 
part: 

“I solemnly promise and vow 
that I will make every effort 
to better our safety and house¬ 
keeping record; and should I 
fail in this attempt and become 
the recipient of the 340 
knucklehead, I vow that I will 
hang my head in shame, shame, 
shame, so that the chin of my 
long face will hang down and 
bump from knee to knee, mak¬ 
ing me weary . . . for which 
the only cure will be the con¬ 
stant exercise from wielding a 
broom, picking up gum wrap¬ 
pers, bucking bars, cigarette 
butts, and paper cups . . . 

“I further promise that I 
will keep the 340 knucklehead 
on my desk in full view of 
passers-by and will answer 
truthfully all questions pertain¬ 
ing to it . . .” 


GARGOYLE — This strange 
bust, dubbed "340 knucklehead," 
is latest device for "booby prize" 
in housekeeping at San Diego. It 
is currently circulating in 340 
program. 


Magazine Contest Gives Monthly Awards to Ideas 
Which Cut Complexity, Contribute to Safety 


Aero Digest magazine is run¬ 
ning a monthly “design forum” 
contest that may be of interest to 
Convair engineers. 

Three San Diego men, Waldo 
Darracq, Glen Karel and M. C. 
Copold, won cash awards in the 
July contest (Convairiety, July 
28, San Diego edition). Monthly 
prizes total $475 with a $250 first 
award. The forum runs to the 
end of the year when there will 
be a $1,000 grand prize. 

Awards go to ideas which “im¬ 
prove flight safety, reduce air¬ 
craft complexity, or provide a 
manufacturing cost saving 
through engineering judgment 
and the application of technical 


skill.” Ideas can vary from a 
simple, bracket to a complete air¬ 
plane, power plant or missile de¬ 
sign. 

The Darracq-Karel entry in¬ 
volved a flight safety feature of 
the model 340, a cable handle 
in the cockpit that when 
pulled automatically shuts off 
all services to the appropriate 
engine nacelle in the event 
of fire or suspicion of mal¬ 
function. Copold’s winner was a 
design for a machine-fit main 
wing bolt of the F-102. Previously 
it had been common practice to 
hammer such bolts into place, 
but the new idea developed a 
wing bolt puller that does the job 
more safely, simply and quickly. 


WINNING TRIO—Convair-SD men who won awards in July 
design contest sponsored by Aero Digest magazine get checks from 
A. P. Higgins, left, factory manager of Plant 2. Left to right: Waldo 
Darracq, Glen Karel, M. C. Copold. 
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GOOD CROP—F. W. Ditmar 
of Dept. 60 at Plant 2, Sah 
Diego, displays crop that won 
beard growing contest at Linda 
Vista Covered Wagon Days cel¬ 
ebration. In 30 days time he 
grew whiskers over half inch long. 

Author Club Honors 
Pomonan for Book 

A Convair Pomona author ap¬ 
peared as guest speaker at the 
July 21 meeting of the exclusive 
Authors Club of Hollywood. 

Mary Malcom of service publi¬ 
cations spoke on her recently 
published children’s fantasy, 
“Chaucer, The Flying Saucer,” 
(Convairiety, Oct. 21, 1953). Ed 
Palmer, formerly of service pub¬ 
lications and illustrator of the 
book, was also a guest. 


First Production 6RB-36 at FW 
Makes 'Routine' Maiden Hop 


(Continued from Page 1) 

When the first 10 hours of test 
flight are completed, the GRB 
(originally B-36 No. 120) will go 
into SAM-SAC program. At that 
point, modernization crews will 
install the trapeze apparatus 
which launches and retrieves the 
F-84F. 

After this work is done, the 
aircraft will go back to develop¬ 
ment field operations, headed by 
Supt. R. W. Dodd, to ready it for 
an added 15 hours of flight. This 
time the tests will include actual 
launching and retrieving F-84F’s. 

Others aboard on the July 28 
flight were: 

J. L. Blackmon and M. F. Kel¬ 
ler, first and second flight engin¬ 
eers, respectively; Ray Fisher, 
trapeze operator; R. 0. Garling- 
ton, scanner; C. T. Jones, of flight 
test engineering; and C. D. Sut¬ 
ton, of engineering design. 

Prototype of the GRB-36 was 
B-36 No. 143, which was modified 
in the “Ficon” program. (“Ficon” 
is a play on the words “fighter” 
and “reconnaissance.”) First air¬ 
borne contact of the parasite and 
the bomber was made on March 
11, 1952, although the project 
was not made public officially un¬ 
til September, 1953. 

The first public demonstration 
of launching and retrieving was 
made Sept. 5, 1953, at the Nation¬ 
al Aircraft Show in Dayton, O. 

So interesting was the sight 
that show officials this year have 


asked for a repeat performance. 
At presstime, however, no firm 
decision had been reached. 

The fleet of GRB-36s is de¬ 
signed to. provide the Air Force 
with long-range, high-speed re¬ 
connaissance over enemy territory 
with as much likelihood as possi¬ 
ble for survival of both crew and 
equipment. 

New Security 
Booklet Out 

(Continued from Page 1) 
mand.” . 

Called “Your Key to Plant Se¬ 
curity” the new booklet is in¬ 
dexed for rapid reference. Where 
further information on security 
is required, basic manuals, all 
recently revised to include the 
latest changes, are available in 
every department. 

“The Department of Defense is 
engaged in a tightening of se¬ 
curity regulations in defense in¬ 
dustries,” G. D. Higgins Jr., Con¬ 
vair director of industrial se¬ 
curity, said this week. 

“Issuance of these booklets is 
one phase of our overall Convair 
program which includes extend¬ 
ing and maintaining a high 
point of security consciousness 
throughout our plants.” 


Help a buddy. Join Con-Trib- 
Club today. 



"TIME MACHINE"—Hypnotist James Ratcliff of Convarr-FW 
takes Harley Griffin back to childhood. Under orders, she writes 
her name as she did in first grade, third, eighth grade and now. 


Under a Spell 

Trusting Convair Girl Pursues 
'Butterflies' for FW Hypnotist 





SPLICING AND SLICING—Boys on Alaska trip got varied experience such as splicing ropes (left 
above) and slicing spuds (right above). Latter is Convair son Bryan Kops, 12, youngest on board. 
Photos were taken by another Convair son, George Denny. 


Convair-SD Sons 'Sign on' Subchaser 
For Inland Passage Alaska Cruise 


Earl A. Kops of engineering 
test laboratories at San Diego 
last month made a 22-day trip to 
Alaska and return as one of the 
leaders in a YMCA group of 33 
teen age boys, four of them Con¬ 
vair sons. 

The expedition, totaling 38, tra¬ 
veled by leased trucks from San 
Diego to Seattle, embarked there 
aboard a chartered vessel (a con¬ 
verted 110-foot submarine chaser) 


SOUVENIR — Earl Kops of 
Convair San Diego, shown after 
return from Alaska trip with sou¬ 
venir beard. He has since shaved 
it off, however. 


and traveled via the inland pass¬ 
age to Juneau with stops en route. 
They were aboard the subchaser 
14 days in all, at sea 12 of them. 

Convair sons on board included 
Kops’ son, Bryan, 12, youngest 
member of the “crew,” Lee 
Strong, 13, son of E. F. Strong, 
chief of engineering test labora¬ 
tories at SD, George, 17, and Da¬ 
vid Denny, 15, sons of Alvin Den¬ 
ny of Dept. 31, sheet metal. 
George was official photographer 
on the trip. 

“It was a great experience, not 
only for the boys but for the 
adults, too,” Kops said. 

“The boys got a lot more out 
of it than just sightseeing, too. 
They stood watches at sea, actual¬ 
ly took the helm, helped navigate 
and stand engineering watches. 
And each had his share of KP. 
Of course they came home loaded 
with nautical terms.” 

Although the Northwest YMCA 
in San Diego has sponsored sum¬ 
mer trips before, this was the 
farthest afield yet attempted. The 
cruise, which cost $165 per boy, 
included a visit with Alaskan 
Governor Frank Heintzelman and 
stops at such points as Sidney, 
Victoria, Alert Bay, Prince Ru¬ 
pert, Juneau, Petersburg and 
Ketchikan. 

Kops has been active in YMCA 
work for a number of years and 
currently is chairman of the boys 
work committee of the San Diego 
Y. 


Dworak on Advisory 
Group to Air Force 

Otto Dworak, chief of outside 
production at Convair-Fort Worth, 
has been appointed to a 16-man 
special Air Force advisory group 
on small business. 

The appointment was an¬ 
nounced by the Air Force in 
Washington. The group will have 
quarterly meetings to exchange 
views with Air Force officials on 
“practical methods of maintain¬ 
ing an adequate supporting struc¬ 
ture of small business concerns 
under current and prospective 
conditions,” in the words of the 
announcement. 


The atmosphere is tense as the 
hypnotist begins his work. He re¬ 
peats to his subject: 

“You are going into a deep 
sleep. You cannot awake until I 
tell you to. You are very sleepy.” 

After several minutes the sub¬ 
ject is “asleep.” 

A vaudeville act? No, it’s Con¬ 
vair - Fort Worth engineering 
writer James Ratcliff practicing 
his favorite hobby—hypnotism. 

At a recent demonstration, Har¬ 
ley Griffin, engineering steno, 
was the subject. Since Ratcliff 
has worked with Harley before, it 
was relatively easy to “put her 
under.” 

Ratcliff started by telling her 
she was very stiff and rigid. He 
then placed her on two chairs so 
her head was on the top of one 
and her feet on the other. She 
remained perfectly rigid until she 
was lifted to her feet. 

Ratcliff then told her to relax 
and put her through some more 
paces. At one point he told her 
she was a butterfly collector and 
ordered her to catch one and place 
it in a. jar. She began watching 
the “butterflies” and trying to 
catch them. Suddenly she decided 
she’d caught one and unscrewed 
the imaginary lid on the imagin¬ 
ary jar and put the imaginary 


butterfly inside! 

Particularly interesting was the 
fact that although Harley’s eyes 
were open and flashbulbs were 
going off while pictures were be¬ 
ing taken, she never blinked. 

Ratcliff also gave another dem¬ 
onstration that is frequently used 
by hypnotists. First he told Har¬ 
ley she was six years old and 
she should write her name. She 
painstakingly printed “Harley.” 
Then he took her back to four 
years of age. She scribbled some 
loops which spelled nothing. Then 
he told her she was in the third 
grade. The writing was close and 
tight. Next Ratcliff told her she 
was in the eighth grade. This 
time she wrote with considerably 
more ease. 

Hypnotism is a ten-year old 
hobby for Ratcliff. He first got 
interested when in the service and 
later studied until he had per¬ 
fected his technic. He frequently 
performs for pyschology classes, 
doctors and dentists. 

Ratcliff explains it as a mat¬ 
ter of suggestion. 

“And you more or less have to 
be willing to take hypnosis,” he 
said. “If a subject is convinced 
that he won’t be hypnotized, we 
can’t do much about it. 

“But with a willing subject, 
practically nothing is impossible.” 


U.S. Model Team, With SD Man, 
Noses Great Britain in Olympics 


Model airplane builders repre¬ 
senting 12 nations took part in 
the Convair-sponsored first World 
Model Air Olympics staged at 
Suffolk County Air Force Base 
near New York City, July 24-26. 

An estimated crowd of 12,000 
attended the three - day event 






"Tomorrow we take YOUR car to work . . . right?" 


which saw the United States cap¬ 
ture first place in the two events, 
the Wakefield competition for 
rubber-powered models and the 
FAI engine-powered free flight 
duration contest. 

Convair San Diego’s Dick Bax¬ 
ter of Dept. 6 was one of the 
team members of the United 
States Wakefield entry which 
scored 2,404 points to finish ahead 
of second-place Great Britain with 
2,334 points. Baxter finished ninth 
in overall standings in the event. 

Lou Vargo of Convair Fort 
Worth finished 24th in the same 
event, flying a Guatemalan model 
by proxy. 

The United States team gar¬ 
nered 2,204 points in the FAI 
contest. Argentina was second 
with 1,826 points. 

Nations sending representatives 
either in person or by proxy were 
Argentina, Australia, Switzer¬ 
land, Canada, England, South 
Africa, Japan, United States, 
Guatamela, New Zealand, Sweden 
and Mexico. 

Fudo Takagi of Dept. 31 at San 
Diego attended the event to fly 
Japanese models by proxy. How- 
■ever, the models failed to arrive 
in time for competition. 
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Two CRA Plane Modelers 
Titles in Nation-Wide Tourney 

Two CRA airplane modelers emerged in top places in 
recent 23rd National Model Airplane Championships at 
the U. S. Naval Air Station, Glenview, Ill. 

They are Richard Heist, Jr., son of Dick Heist, CRA 
model airplane commissioner, and Ronald Scott, son of 

E. E. Scott. 


BOTH PRETTY—Joyce Christian, Dept II, is 
one of the lovely ladies vieing for Fort Worth 
Cats Queen title. Finals are August 14. 


by Bill Shell. 

AND NICE—Ellen Cline, Dept. 6, is another 
Convair entry in finals. She will compete with 
nine others for prizes and title at LaGrave Field. 


Convair Shutterbugs Clean Up in 
Dallas News Photography Contest 


Convair employees and CRA 
camera clubbers cleaned up in 
the Dallas Morning News ama¬ 
teur snapshot contest. 

Frank F. Phillips, a mechanic 
in Dept. 63, and Mrs. Joyce 
Hendry, wife of Jim Hendry, 
status planning, won two of the 
four grand prizes of $30 each. 

Not only did they win half of 
the grand awards, but each won 
one weekly prize and Jim Hendry 
captured two classes of compe¬ 
tition in a single week. 

Phillips’ grand prize picture 
was an action-stopping shot of 
a lanky cowboy riding a Brahma 
bull out of a chute. 

Mrs. Hendry captured a grand 


award with a perfectly high¬ 
lighted, well-composed picture of 
a mountain timberline. 

The pictures by Mrs. Hendry 
and Phillips will be entered by 
the Dallas News in the National 
Newspaper Amateur Snapshot 
contest, in which a total of 
$15,000 in cash awards are 
posted. Either picture could win 
as much as $1,000. 


Is it news? Then grab a tele¬ 
phone and call Convairiety: 

Ext. 5290 


CRA Activities _33 in All! 


Fort Worth 


ARCHERY—H. L. Lucas, commissioner,, 
ext. 6210. Range open from 6 to 10 p.m. 
each Tuesday to everyone. 

BADMINTON—R. S. Sprague, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 3146. 

BALLROOM DANCING—I. M. Pember¬ 
ton, commissioner, ext. 3121. Classes each 
Sunday, 2 and 4:15 p.m., CRA Center. 

BAND—G. W. Hills, Jr., commissioner, 
ext. 2122. Dance orchestra rehearsals every 
Thursday, CRA Center. 

BASEBALL—Jack Britain, commissioner, 
LO-2959. 

BASKETBALL—Ed Tucknies, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 3159. 

BOWLING—H. G. Starkey, commis¬ 
sioner ext. 6290. 

BRIDGE—Wendell Eldred, commissioner, 
ext. 6235. Play Aug. 13, 20, CRA Center. 

CAMERA—L. S. Orrick, commissioner, 
ext. 5141. Aaron Murray, ext. 4180, second 
shift co-ordinator. 

CHECKERS, CHESS, DOMINOES — 
J. E. Pair, commissioner, ext. 6116. 

CHORAL—Roy Cantrell, commissioner, 
ext. 5120. Sing-song from 11:20 to 11:45 
a.m. each Wednesday in Dept. 31 and each 
Monday and Tuesday at 50 foot aide, col. 
71-R. 

DRAMA—E. S. Brown, commissioner, 
ext. 5242. 

FISHING—Bill Parrish, commissioner, 
ext. 5296. 

GOLF—Lawrence Armstrong, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 2273. Plant-wide tourney opens 
Aug. 21. 

HORSESHOES — Finn Wahl, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 3132. 

HUNTING—Bill Parrish, commissioner, 
ext. 5296. 

ICE SKATING—Glen Carter, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 3207. 

LITTLE LEAGUE—A. K. Lawley, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 4293. 

MODEL AIRPLANE— R. J. Heist, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 4280. Model building meet¬ 
ing 7:30 p.m. each Monday. 

MODEL RAILROAD—Frank Chaddock, 
commissioner, ext. 5138. Regular meeting 
every Monday, 7:30 p.m. CRA Center. 

MOVIES — Miscellaneous movies each 
Monday during lunch period at 50-foot aisle. 
Serial on Wednesdays. 


RADIO—Larry Brandvig, commissioner, 
ext. 5179. Meeting, Aug. 11, 18, 25, 8 
p.m., CRA Center. 

ROPING—Jimmy Shackelford, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 3184. For schedule of adult and 
children’s riding classes, contact CRA of¬ 
fice, ext. 5141. 

SOFTBALL — Jack Brittain, commis¬ 
sioner, LO-2959. 

SQUARE DANCING — Ross Carney, 
commissioner, ext. 3155. Instructions and 
dancing for beginners 7 to 8 p.m. and ad¬ 
vanced classes 8 to 10 p.m. each Monday 
at Northside Recreation Building. 

STAMP AND COIN—J. D. White, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 3131. Regular meeting both 
groups 7:45 p.m. on first and third Tues¬ 
days at CRA Center. 

TABLE TENNIS—John Rangel, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 5141. Regular play Aug. 19, 
24. 

TENNIS—Walter Bradley, commissioner, 
ext. 7203. Plant-wide tourney Aug. 17. 

VOLLEYBALL—H. L. Shaw, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 5141. Play discontinued for 
summer. 

WASHER PITCHING—Hugh Penning¬ 
ton, commissioner, ext. 3238. 

WEIGHT LIFTING—I. B. Hale, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 5267. Weight lifting for first 
shift 4 to 7 p.m. Tuesday, Thursday and 
Saturday at CRA Center; for second and 
third shift 8 a.m. to noon, Monday, Wed¬ 
nesday and Friday. 

Daingerfield 

BOWLING—Roger Henry, commissioner, 
ext. 446. 

DOMINOES AND CHECKERS—H. S. 
Mauldin, commissioner, ext. 418. 

HORSESHOES—P. G. Wells, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 346. 

HUNTING AND FISHING — M. H. 
Trimble, commissioner, ext. 308. 

MODEL AIRPLANES—D. W. Sonheim, 
commissioner, ext. 414. 

SOFTBALL—R. B. Lawrence, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 380. 

SKATING—H. J. Wiker, Jr., commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 405. 

PISTOLS AND RIFLES—E. C. Frye, 
commissioner, ext. 418. 

WASHERS—C. T. Forrest, commissioner, 
ext. 377. 


CRA Dance Ducats 
50 Cents a Couple 

An inexpensive evening of 
dancing and fun is available for 
Convair-Fort Worth employees 
this weekend. 

It’s Jimmy Joy’s orchestra 
playing at the Casino Saturday, 
August 14. Time is 8:30 p.m. to 
1 a.m. 

Tickets are 50 cents per couple 
for Convair employees and are 
available at the CRA office. 

These tickets and Convair iden¬ 
tification cards must be presented 
at the Casino entrance. 


‘G'bye, My Fancy' 
Opens Thursday 

The scene opens in the room 
of a college dormitory. Two 
young co-eds are discussing the 
day’s events. An honorary de¬ 
gree is to be awarded to a prom¬ 
inent Congresswoman, Agatha 
Reed. 

That’s the setting for "‘Good¬ 
bye My Fancy”, top Broadway 
comedy which will be presented 
by the Horned Frog Community 
Summer Theatre group opening 
tomorrow, August 12. 

Other performances will be 
given in the air-conditioned TCU 
Little Theatre August 13, 14, 19, 
20 and 21. 

CRA Wing and Masque Players 
in the fast-moving comedy are 
A1 Baker as James Merrill, the 
president of the college; Charles 
E. Hanna as Professor Dingley; 
and Jeanne Clark as Miss Shackel¬ 
ford. 

Other leading roles are played 
by Carol Long as Agatha Reed; 
Walt Jones as Matt Cole, the Life 
magazine photographer; and 
Nancy Heiman, as Woody, Aga¬ 
tha Reed’s secretary. 

The play centers around Aga¬ 
tha’s success after leaving the 
college and the reasons for her 
leaving. The romantic interest is 
provided by two suitors, both 
trying to win Agatha’s affections. 

Sparkling dialog mixed with 
amusing incidents and surprising 
twists keynote the play written 
by Fay Kanin. 

Reservations may be made by 
calling FA-6494 from 9 a.m. to 
5 p.m. and WE-3355 after 6 p.m. 


Heist was third in the Free 
Flight Gas Class B Junior di¬ 
vision, and Scott placed second 
in the Control Line Speed Class 
B Junior division. 

More than 2,000 contestants 
competed from July 28 to August 
1 for more than 400 trophies and 
other awards. 

The meet is sponsored annually 
by the National Exchange Club. 
The U. S. Navy was host for the 
seventh consecutive year. 

Last year Heist was awarded 
two trophies for winning first 
place in the Junior Combat event 
and second place in Class B Free 
Flight. 

Scott won a medal for fifth 
place in the Class A Speed. 

A group from the CRA model 
airplane group entered the five- 
day event. 


Plant-Wide Tennis Will 
Get Under Way Aug. 17 

CRA’s annual plant-wide tennis 
tourney will get under way Aug¬ 
ust 17, Walter Bradley, commis¬ 
sioner, announced this week. 

Events will be open in men 
and women singles and doubles, 
and mixed doubles. Number of 
entries will determine whether 
women’s events will be held. 


Checker Session 
To Run All Day 

Convair checker players will 
have a chance to make it a day¬ 
long affair next month when 
monthly meetings get under way 
at the CRA Ceneer. 

J. E. Blair, checker commis¬ 
sioner, announced this week that 
the meetings will be held the 
second Saturday in September 
from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

He emphasized that play will 
not be tournament-type play, but 
rather just a get-together for 
checker and chess playing. Regu¬ 
lar meetings of the activity will 
also be held. 

Interested persons may contact 
E. J. Luedtke, club president, ext. 
2100 for further information. 


CRA Bowlers Invited to 
Sign Up in Leagues 

It’s time again for Convair- 
Fort Worth bowlers to head to 
the bowling alleys to begin their 
fall and winter bowling seasons. 

H. G. Starkey, CRA bowling 
commissioner, announced this 
week that leagues were now 
forming. Keglers should sign up 
with secretary of the league they 
bowled in last year. 


14 Prizes Announced for Winning Slides 
in CRA Plant-Wide Color Photo Contest 


Fourteen big prizes are in store 
for winners of the plant-wide 
vacation color slide contest spon¬ 
sored jointly by the CRA plant¬ 
wide activities committee and 
the CRA camera activity. 

First prize will be a slide pro¬ 
jector. Second is a Weston light 
meter. Third award is a slide 
screen and fourth is a slide file. 
Next ten prizes are a year’s sub¬ 
scription to Photography Maga¬ 
zine. 

The list of prizes was an¬ 
nounced this week by Chairman 
Miles Rogers, who also set rules 
and regulations governing the 
contest. 

The competition is open to all 
Convair employees, Air Force 
employees and vendor represen¬ 
tatives at Convair. This includes 
members of their immediate 
families. 

Exceptions to this are profes¬ 
sional photographers and mem¬ 
bers of the CRA camera activity. 

Each contestant may submit a 
maximum of two slides. Entries 
must be a color transparency such 
as Kodachrome, Ansco color or 
Ektachrome. Maximum size is 
2 % by 2 %. 

The picture must have been 
taken within the past year and 
subject matter must reflect va¬ 
cation theme. 

Entries must be submitted to 
the CRA office not later than 


4 p.m., Friday, September 17. 
Slides must be marked with 
owner’s name. They then must 
be placed in a sealed envelope 
marked with name, address, and 
department number. The enve¬ 
lope should also contain the title 
of the picture and as much in¬ 
formation about the camera and 
picture data as possible. 


Rogers assured that utmost 
care would be taken in handling 
of entries, but CRA cannot be 
responsible for loss or damage. 
All slides will be returned. 

Final judging will be at the 
CRA Center Sept. 27. All con¬ 
testants are invited to attend at 
that time. 


PRIZES GALORE—Miles Rogers, CRA camera activity chairman, 
looks over prizes for big CRA plant-wide camera contest. 
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Championships Boasted by Teeners and Jets in 


Teeners Unbeaten, 
Take Two Titles 


ON THE MOUND—Gene Carter, Jerry Welch and Dave Holmes 
led CRA Jets to victory in city title play. They're pitchers for 
15 and 16 year olds in first year of play. 

CRA Jets Capture City Title 6-5, 
But Lose District in Upset 


CRA Jets, 15 and 16 year olds, 
captured the city junior baseball 
championship last week with a 
6-5 victory over Gorbett Brothers. 

In the closely contested match, 
Gene Carter started on the mound 
for the Jets. He was relieved 
by. Jerry Welch at the bottom 
half of the third with the bases 
loaded. Welch held the opponents 
until the end of the inning. 

In the top of the fourth, Wil¬ 
lard Reynolds hit a triple and 
David Slack walked. A single 
by Welch brought in Reynolds 
and Slack, and a single by Ronnie 
Miller brought in Welch. 

Going into the seventh, the 
score was tied. David Holmes 
relieved Welch on the mound. 
Jim Brock hit a single and stole 
to third. A hit by Frank Lawley 
brought Brock in for the tieing 
run. 

Slack walked to first and Law- 
ley scored the winning run on 
a hit by Welch. 

The following night (Aug. 5), 
the Jets met Garland for the 
district championship at Rock- 
wood Park and were upset 12-10. 
Holmes started and let one run 

Snead, Demaref 
Set for Canada 

Sammy Snead and Jimmy De- 
maret, two of the country’s lead¬ 
ing linksmen, have been chosen 
to represent the United States 
in Canada Cup play Aug. 20-22 
at Laval-sur-le-Lac course in 
Montreal, John Jay Hopkins, 
founder and chairman of the In¬ 
ternational Golf Association, an¬ 
nounced this week. 

Hopkins is chairman of the 
board and president of General 
Dynamics Corporation, of which 
Convair is a division. He is 
donor of the Canada Cup for 
which two leading professionals 
from each of various countries 
compete each year. 

The event is 72 holes medal 
play. This year there will be 26 
two-man teams. 


in the first inning. In the second, 
Brock rounded home on a single 
by Mike Foster, catcher, who 
came in on a single by Miller. 
Miller was forced in from third, 
followed by Mike Williams, who 
came in when Holmes doubled. 

Welch relieved in the fourth 
with the score 7-5, Garland’s 
favor. He suffered five runs due 
to erratic fielding until the Jets 
rallied in the sixth, when five 
runs were scored. 

Miller, Bobby Harris and Welch 
came in when Reynolds doubled, 
and Reynolds came in on a double 
by Brock. 

Brock stole third and made the 
.10th run on an overthrow. Final 
scor° was Garland 12, Jets 10. 

Second Places for 
Two C-V Squads 

Two Convair teams ended up 
in second place at the end of city¬ 
wide softball play. They are the 
Traffic team in the Western 
League, and the CRA Bombers 
in the International League. 

Team managers are B. J. Lain, 
Dept. 95, for the Traffic nine, 
and Billy Walker, Dept. 22-8, 
for the Bombers. 

Standings on other softball 
teams are: Electronics, Texas 
League, third place; CRA Hor¬ 
nets, International League, third 
place; Hustlers, East Texas 
League, tie for third. 

Managers are J. Darnell, Dept. 
95, Hornets; W. E. Simon, Dept. 
6-1, Hustlers; and K. C. Beck, 
Dept. 75, Electronics. 

‘ In the baseball leagues, the 
CRA teams playing in Major 
City league and managed by A. 
J. James, Dept. 6-2, came in last 
in the field. The Convair team in 
the Sycamore League, managed 
by Bert Parker, Dept. 25-3, tied 
for last place. 

Jack Brittain is CRA baseball 
and softball commissioner. 


CRA’s Teeners copped two 
championships this year with an 
18-game winning streak. Since 
they won every game of the sea¬ 
son, they took both the City 
Championship and the District 
Championship. 

They won the city title August 
2 before a crowd of 750 by de¬ 
feating Texas Steelers 6-5. They 
scored the winning run in the 
seventh inning to win the champ¬ 
ionship qualifying them for the 
finals in the Texas Teenage Dis¬ 
trict 5 playoffs. 

In the city game, they went 
into the fourth inning trailing 
4-1. Pitcher Terry Barber re¬ 
lieved Charley Clark and held 
the Steelers to one run and one 
hit through four innings. Teeners 
chalked up two runs in the fourth 
to make the score 4 to 3, then 
came back in the fifth to collect 
two more runs. 

David Terry made the tieing 
run in the fifth when he stole 
home after being trapped be¬ 
tween third and home in what 
looked like a sure out. Both 
teams scored one run in the 
seventh to make the game 6-5 
for the Teeners. 

In the Tuesday game, they 
exploded for six runs in the 
second inning and went on to 
rout Cleburne 16-0 behind the 
one-hit pitching of Stan Stand- 
ridge. 

This qualified them for the 
state tournament in Pasadena 
next week, August 9, 10, 11. 

The team’s impressive record 
for the 1954 season is out of 
15 games, only 91 innings were 
played due to ten run rule, five 
innings per game. They gave up 
a total of seven runs, 16 hits and 
pitchers struck out 173 for an 
average of almost two strike outs 
per inning. 

In their final game of league 
play, 18 men batted in the first 
inning. Three home runs were 
hit, one by Charlie Clark and 
the successive homers by Lynn 
Dobins and Ronald Story. Twelve 
runs were scored. 

Managers are O. O. Strickland, 
Chick Terry and Odell Story. 


CRA Little League 
Not in Playoffs 

A1 Lawley, CRA Little League 
commissioner, announced this 
week that Convair Little League 
teams would not be able to par¬ 
ticipate in city-wide and district 
competition. 

Convair Little League teams 
were notified several weeks ago 
they could obtain only a “limited” 
franchise due to a minor techni¬ 
cality in Convair’s Little League 
set-up. 


CHAMPS—These Teeners copped both city and district champ¬ 
ionships during recent playoffs. Managers are Odell Story, O. O. 
Strickland and Chick Terry. Boys play in Pasadena this week. 


MADE IT — Mickey Lee, 
Teener catcher, lands on the bag 
safe during recent playoff games 
for city title. 


City, District Baseball Playoffs 



NO HITTERS—Teeners pitchers have good record on no-hitters. 
Here they are: left to right, Terry Barber, Stan Stanridge, Charlie 
Clark, Ronald Story and Mickey Lee, catcher. 



TROPHIES—Ed Wittenberg was on hand to present A. J. Ander¬ 
son trophies to Teeners and Jets managers during playoffs. Shown 
are Chick Terry, Teener manager, Wittenberg, Charles Utley and 
Doug Kirk, Jets managers, and Al Lawley, Little League commis¬ 
sioner. These are city trophies. 


Friday Deadline to Enter CRA 
Plant-Wide Golf Tournament 


Friday, August 13, is the deadline for Convair-Fort 
Worth golfers to enter the big CRA plant-wide tournament 
starting August 21. 

On that day, a qualifying round will be held at Z-Boaz 
Golf Course, according to Lawrence Armstrong, CRA golf 


commissioner. 

The championship and first 
flights will compete on a 72-hole 
medal play basis. Low 40 and 
ties will play 36 holes. The low 
20 and ties from this group will 
continue with 36 holes to de¬ 
termine the plant champion. Re¬ 
maining players will make up the 
first flight and play 36 holes to 
determine the winner. 

The remaining flights will con¬ 
sist of 16 players who will com¬ 
pete in match play. These may 
be played one match each week 
at any course and time of the 
contestants’ choice. 


Play on the first 36 will be 
held August 28 and 29. The re¬ 
maining will be played Sept. 11 
and 12. 

Pairings and starting times 
will be established for qualifying 
and will be available on bulletin 
boards, CRA office, and Z-Boaz 
club house three days in advance. 

Entry fee is $2 plus green fee. 

Further information is avail¬ 
able from A. J. Baskin, ext. 4213, 
Ray Lanham, ext. 3106, Jim 
Pratt, ext. 4164, J. T. Ramsel, 
ext. 7135 and Jack Samuelson, 
ext. 5118. 



TAKING NOTE—Boning up on golf game for plant-wide tourney 
are Jim Pratt, Ray Lanham, Jim Ramsel, three top golfers at Con¬ 
vair who helped on tourney plans. Tourney opens August 21. 
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DIRECTOR—John Jay Hopkins, board chairman and president 
of General Dynamics Corporation, shows model of atomic-powered 
submarine "Nautilus" to Gordon Dean, former chairman of Atomic 
Energy Commission and newly elected director of General Dy¬ 
namics. 


FAMOUS FIRSTS—These were milestones in years of B-36 production. At left 
is first production model, B-36 No. I. It followed XB-36 and YB-36 and was de¬ 
livered to Air Force Aug. 30, 1947. Center photo shows first RB-36 the reconnais- 


New Facility For Missile Study 
Being Built For AF at San Diego 


Convair San Diego will have 
another new facility in operation 
late this year when construction 
is completed on a $250,000 test 
site in connection with one of the 
U.S. Air Force’s guided missile 
programs. 

B. F. Coggan, manager at San 
Diego, has announced that con¬ 
struction work is now under way 
on the installation on a five-acre 
plot of government-owned Fort 
Rosecrans. It is primarily a test 


unit, but no missiles will be fired 
from it. 

Major structure on the site will 
be a steel tower to be covered on 
three sides with sheet aluminum. 
Two sheds will also be built to 
house test equipment and a hori¬ 
zontal testing fixture will be con¬ 
structed for vibration and air- 
pressure tests. 

H. A. Smith, chief plant en¬ 
gineer at SD, and Charles Giusti, 
construction engineer, are in 
charge of the construction work. 


PROGRESSING—Convair officials look over construction of new 
$250,000 site for Air Force missile study which will be operated by 
Convair on five-acre plot at Fort Rosecrans. Left to right are H. A. 
Smith, SD chief plant engineer, Charles U. Giusti, construction 
engineer, and B. F. Coggan, manager at Convair San Diego. 


B-36s go in circles' at Fort Worth 
While Compasses are Checked Out 


Air Force B-36 commanders 
taking SAMrSAC airplanes from 
Convair-Fort Worth may be cer¬ 
tain that their compass systems 
will guide them precisely to the 
target—whether it be a practice 
bombing range or not. 

And for that, their thanks are 
due electronics department men 
who spend eight hours a day 
“spinning their wheels” and “go¬ 
ing around in circles.” 

That’s the business at hand at 
the compass rose. near the north 
end of the reservation: spinning 
the wheels of B-36s in 360-degree 
circles. This operation is known 
as “swinging the compass.” On 
RB-36s, it actually involves two 
compasses: the magnetic compass 
and the gyro. On bomber models, 
it involves those two, plus one 
more: the compass on the bomb 
system. 

Checking a compass includes 
using two water towers in a fash¬ 
ion never dreamed by the city 
fathers who built them. One is 
the city water tower several miles 
away in the Arlington Heights 
area of Fort Worth; the other, a 
water tower in Lake Worth vil¬ 
lage. 

When the compass rose was 
built, Convair had a surveyor take 
readings on the two towers from 
the compass rose spot. The read¬ 
ings are precise down to a frac¬ 
tion. 

An RB-36 to be checked is 
wheeled into place on the rose. 
The men take their places under 
the supervision of Asst. Foreman 
J. F. Landrith. 

R. E. Baker takes the driver’s 
seat in the tractor which pulls the 
giane through the swing. R. R. 


Goodman climbs into the pilot’s 
seat to check the magnetic com¬ 
pass, and to operate the plane’s 
brakes. H. L. Nally mans the 
navigator’s desk to check the 
gyro-controlled compass. And H. 
E. Bellows stands atop the plane 
to peer through the eyepiece of a 
transit. 

At a signal from Landrith, Bak¬ 
er starts pulling the plane slowly 
in a tight circle. Bellows watches 
through the transit. When he 
spots the Arlington Heights water 
tower in his sight, he calls into 
the intercom system microphone: 
“Brakes!” 

At that instant, Goodman in 
the pilot’s seat and Baker on the 
tractor outside (who are tuned 
into the intercom), bring the 
'bomber to a stop. 

“If we’re lucky, wq’ve stopped 
right on the money,” says Lan¬ 
drith. “But sometimes it takes 
two or three minutes of going 
back and forth to get us right on 
the target.” 

When the plane is at the pre¬ 
cise spot, the men in the forward 
cabin check each compass to make 
certain that it’s giving the kind 

of a reading it should be giving. 
If it isn’t they adjust it until it 
does. 

The entire process takes from 
six to eight hours, depending up¬ 
on whether they run into any 
knotty problems. 

Meanwhile, another crew a few 
yards away is going through the 
same process. On second shift, 
two crews work with Asst. Fore¬ 
man R. W. Kerrel. Third shift 
work is directed by Asst. Fore¬ 
man S. B. Petty. 


sance version of famed bomber. First of these 
right is first model D, which included addition 
delivered to Eglin AFB crew Aug. 19, 1950. 

*___hbi 


And this was first GRB-36, which went through paces in launching 
and retrieving, F-84F jet fighter March I I, 1952. 


Gordon Dean, Former AEC Chief, 
Now Genera! Dynamics Director 


Election of Gordon Dean, for¬ 
mer chairman of the Atomic 
Energy Commission, as a director 
of General Dynamics Corporation 
was announced last month by 
John Jay Hopkins, corporation 
board chairman and president. 

The announcement followed a 
board meeting at Groton, Conn., 
home of the Electric Boat Divi¬ 
sion. 

“Gordon Dean has earned an 
enviable reputation as an at¬ 
torney, public servant and a 
uniquely qualified leader in the 
field of atomic energy,” Hopkins 
commented. “General Dynamics 
is, of course, most pleased to wel¬ 
come him as a member of our 
board of directors. His counsel 
and advice will contribute im¬ 
portantly to the corporation’s 
planning in peacetime applica¬ 
tions of atomic energy.” 

Dean’s statement was: “For 
some time I have watched with 


interest the remarkable contribu¬ 
tion General Dynamics has been 
making toward the nation’s de¬ 
fense, and I look forward to be¬ 
coming associated in this vital 
work.” 

A former resident of Vista, 
Calif., near San Diego, and a 
professor of criminal law at the 
University of Southern California 
from 1946-49, Dean was appointed 
to the Atomic Energy Commis¬ 
sion in May, 1949, and served, as 
its chairman from 1950-53. After 
leaving the AEC in 1953, he 
joined the New York firm of 
Lehman Bros., investment 
bankers. He served as assistant 
to Justice Robert H. Jackson in 
the trial of leading Nazi war 
criminals at Nuremburg, Ger¬ 
many, in 1945-46. He is a 1927 
graduate of the University of 
Redlands, at Redlands, Calif., aid 
holder of the doctor of jurispru¬ 
dence degree from USC (1930). 


EASY DOES IT—Asst. Foreman J. F. Landrith signals Tractor 
Operator R. E. Baker to ease B-36 forward as they "swing compass" 
at Fort Worth. Taking transit reading atop plane is H. E. Bellows. 


was delivered June 3, 1950. At 
of jet pods. First of these was 

Story of B-36 
Dates Back to 
Early in 1941 

(Continued from Page 1) 
on>a bomber which could do that 
job, and which also met these 
specifications: 

Capable of carrying up to 72,- 
000 pounds of bombs at reduced 
range, of flying from 300 to 400 
miles per hour, of taking off and 
landing on a 5,000 foot runway, 
and capable of carrying a 10,000- 
pound bombload half the distance 
of a 10,000-mile non-stop flight. 

A number of aircraft com¬ 
panies took a look at the 10,000- 
mile requirement — and imme¬ 
diately went back to their knit¬ 
ting. Not Consolidated Aircraft 
Corp., however. 

On Oct. 6, 1941, Consolidated 
President Reuben Fleet told AAF 
that his company could produce 
such a plane. Ten days later, 
General Arnold approved pur¬ 
chase of two experimental mo¬ 
dels. On Nov. 15, 1941, the con¬ 
tract was awarded. 

General Arnold’s decision of 
1941 thus is the reason why Gen. 
Curtis LeMay, Strategic Air 
Command chief, has an entire 
fleet of B-36 bombers and re¬ 
connaissance bombers in 1954— 
a fleet of aircraft with more 
firepower than any fleet of air¬ 
craft in the history of the world. 

After the Fort Worth plant 
was opened in 1942, Consolidated 
shipped from San Diego to Fort 
Worth a complete full - scale 
wooden mock-up built to check 
design accuracy, and all B-36 
work transferred. 

Building of the first two planes 
—the XB-36 and the YB-36— 
lagged, however, because the 
AAF put higher priority on the 
Convair-designed B-24 Liberator 
bombers critically needed then. 
From the B-24, the plant went in¬ 
to production of the B-32, a four- 
engine bomber of the B-29 class. 

By the summer of 1943, it ap¬ 
peared that the B-36 might of¬ 
fer the only means of striking 
at the Japanese homeland. No 
other plane had the range to 
make it from bases held then. 

The tempo quickened, and the 
AAF on July 23,- 1943, ordered 
100 production models. 

With the defeat of both Ger¬ 
many and Japan in the summer 
of 1945, the AAF re-examined 
its contracts in the light of post¬ 
war needs. The decision—it still 
needed the B-36. Atomic war¬ 
fare meant a need for instan¬ 
taneous retaliation. 

The XB-36 was wheeled out of 
the secrecy-shrouded experimen¬ 
tal building on its own gear on a 
hot Sept. 8, 1945, but it was not 
until Aug. 8, 1946, that it was 
ready for flight. 

At 10:00 a.m. that day, Comdr. 
R. G. Mayer, then division man¬ 
ager, invited all employees in¬ 
terested to gather along Grant’s 
Lane to watch the take-off. The 
crowd of about 7,000 walked and 
ran to the lane. The XB-36 was 
already at end of the runway 
with Gus Green and B. A. 
Erickson at the controls. 

At 10:10 she rolled. A cheer 
went up from the crowd when 
she lifted into the air. The plane 
circled in the vicinity for 30 min¬ 
utes, landing at 10:47 a.m. It 
was a good flight, Erickson re¬ 
ported. 
































Speed Blamed For Most of Accidents on Convair-FW Expressway 



OBEY AND LIVE—It will pay to heed this "sign language." At left, "keeping 
left" reduces possibility of collision with auto entering road from approach; while, 
at right, "Speed, 50" is warning, expressway isn't a drag strip. Center photo, 


entrance to Convair, calls attention to signs indicating proper lanes. Many accidents 
occur on Grant's Lane because drivers fail to heed them and belatedly try to cross 
into proper position. 


Highway 'Sign 
Talk' Designed 
To Save Lives 

Convair employee-drivers 
who don’t “dig sign lan¬ 
guage” are taking chances 
their next trip will be to the 
sign of a skull and cross- 
bones. 

That, in essence, was the warn¬ 
ing of Fred Temple, Convair safe¬ 
ty engineering supervisor, when 
he inspected photos made on the 
Convair expressway between 7 
and 8 a.m. last week. 

The “sign language” he’s talk¬ 
ing about, of course, is traffic 
sign language. 

. “And too many of us either 
haven’t learned the language—or 
ignore it,” he commented. 

“Each one of those signs has a 
definite purpose—to protect you 


Autos High Among 
Killers of Children 

School’s just around the cor¬ 
ner for thousands of Fort 
Worth youngsters. And a good 
percentage of those kids belong 
to Convair families. 

That’s what Fred Temple, 
safety engineering supervisor, 
wants to remind Convair-Fort 
Worth employees about this 
week. 

More than 40 per cent of all 
fatal accidents to children are 
caused by automobiles. Says 
Temple: 

“Don’t let your car be a 
killer. Nor your child a statis¬ 
tic. Drive safely.” 


from loss of life or limb. But 
they’re no good to anybody if so 
much as one of us ignores them.” 

So far this year, according to 
police records, there have been 41 
accidents on the expressway. 
That’s an average of about six 
a month. Fortunately, not one of 
them was fatal. But some mighty 
pretty new automobiles wound up 
in the junk heap. And dozens of 
employees wound up in hospitals. 

(Continued on Page 2) 

Water Economy 
Pays Off at FW 

Enough water for 60,000 fami¬ 
lies for one month. . . . 

Enough water for the entire 
population of Fort Worth for five 
days. . . . 

That’s how much water Con- 
vair-Fort Worth saved during the 
past year! 

Last year, during a critical 
water shortage, Convair-Fort 
Worth inaugurated an extensive 
water-saving campaign. The con¬ 
servation section of industrial 
engineering went to work and 
began devising ways of saving 
water. 

A year later, 372,299,208 gal¬ 
lons are reported saved. This 
staggering figure doesn’t repre¬ 
sent the complete savings though. 
Not included are several new pro¬ 
cedures that have only recently 
been installed. 

Some of the ways to conserve 
water proved to be quite easy. 
One was a matter of turning off 
water running into overflow 
tanks. Less water was put in 
tanks. 

Net savings—370 million gal¬ 
lons of precious water! 

(Continued on Page 2) 
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Con-Trib Gifts 
$112,077 For 
Eight Months 

Convair-FW employees have 
contributed $112,077.90 for worthy 
causes in the first eight months 
of Con-Trib-Club, Inc. fiscal year. 

A report issued by the Con- 
Trib-Club board of directors as 
of July 31 shows that $10,188.67 
went to Convair families through 
the Emergency Aid Program, and 
$101,889.23 went to charities and 
other organizations in the com¬ 
munity. 

United Fund of Fort Worth and 
Tarrant County received almost 
75 percent of funds going to or¬ 
ganizations, or $71,015.08. 

Other donations were: 

City County Hospital (for pur¬ 
chase of equipment used in com¬ 
batting polio), $11,300.44. 

Tuberculosis Society, $5,842.44. 

Crusade for Freedom, $3,634.- 
67. 

Fort Worth Foundation of Vis¬ 
ually Handicapped Children, 
$302.62. 

Other organized charities, 

$9,793.98. 

United Fund, of course, sup¬ 
ports forty-three Fort Worth and 
Tarrant County charitable and 
educational agencies. 

During the period, Convair em¬ 
ployees in payroll deductions and 
cash contributed a total of $105,- 
068.22. In addition to payments 
made during the period, funds 
also were accumulated for trans¬ 
mittal later in the year to Amer¬ 
ican Cancer Society, American 
Heart Association, Crippled Chil¬ 
dren’s Society, Salvation Army, 
Boy Scouts, Lena Pope Home, 
Red Cross, North Fort Worth 
Day Nursery, and Lighthouse for 
the Blind. 

As the month began, 84 per¬ 
cent of all Convair employees 
were participating in Con-Trib- 
(Continued on Page 2) 


11,000 Watch 
As Last B-36 
Leaves Convair 


“This last B-36 will join others to become an integral 
part of the nation’s insurance that we are in business to 
keep the peace, but prepared to bring defeat to those who 
might be so stupid as to break it.” 


Those were the closing words 
of Maj. Gen. Francis H. Griswold 
at Convair-Fort Worth Saturday, 
Aug. 14, just before the last pro¬ 
duction model B-36 roared into 
the skies on the way to its home 
base, Fairchild AF Base, Spokane, 
Wash. 

General Griswold, SAC vice 
commander, was principal speak¬ 
er at the historic event represent¬ 
ing SAC Commander Gen. Curtis 
LeMay, who could not be present 
due to illness in his family. 

Other principal speaker was 
Gen. Joseph T. McNarney, Con¬ 
vair president. August C. Esen- 
wein, Convair vice president and 
manager at Fort Worth, was 
master of ceremonies. 

The hour-long ceremony was 
witnessed by more than 11,000 
people, mostly Convair employees 
and families, who sweated through 
110 -degree temperatures in the 
sun in front of the development 
hangar. 

Besides the ceremony, the pro¬ 
gram included a low-level fly-by 
of six B-36s in formation, the 
take-off of the last B-36, music 
by the Carswell AF Base band, 
and a walk-through inspection of 
the XC - 99, Convair - built Air 
Force cargo - transport, world’s 
largest land plane. 

On the speaker’s stand were 
scores of notables, in addition to 
the crew—headed by Maj. Laur- 


ence Nickerson—which was to fly 
the plane away. Also there were 
three of the Convair men who 
were aboard for the first flight 
of the XB-36 Aug. 8, 1946: Gus 
Green, J. D. McEachern and Joe 
Hefley. 

General Griswold’s remarks in¬ 
cluded these: 

“The B-36 bomber is one of the 
most potent factors in existence 
for the prevention of global war. 
At the same time, should the 
forces of communism engage us 
in a fight-to-the-finish, the Free 
World can and will put full re¬ 
liance in the immediate future on 
the B-36 and the Strategic Air 
Command crews who fly her. . . . 

“Throughout recent years, Con¬ 
vair has successfully improved 
the B-36’s capabilities, cut pro¬ 
duction costs, increased range, al¬ 
titude, load and speed capacities 
—in addition to perfecting the 
armament. ... 

“Should war come, SAC crews 
are ready. And, thanks to Con¬ 
vair and the many other com¬ 
panies who supply the Air Force 
with weapons and equipment, 
America would not be forced to 
postpone retaliation. 

“It would be immediate. The 
B-36 permits that statement to 
be made without reservations. . . . 

“The era of the B-36 is by no 
(Continued on Page 2) 


Atomic Reactor Operates at Convair- FW in 
Study for Nuclear-Powered Aircraft 


A small lower-power research 
reactor of the United States Air 
Force is now in operation at Con¬ 
vair-Fort Worth, August C. Esen- 
wein, vice president and manager, 
disclosed Aug. 20. 

It was the first official and 
public announcement, though Con¬ 
vair employees have known of 
the project from almost the 
start. 

The reactor—the first in Texas 
—is used as a source of radiation 
for engineering test purposes in 
connection with the program for 
the development of nuclear pro¬ 
pulsion for aircraft. 

For the past several years Con¬ 
vair-Fort Worth has been doing 
research and development in this 
program. 

Convair recently became a di¬ 
vision of General Dynamics Cor¬ 


poration, which built the world’s 
first atomic-powered submarine 
at its Electric Boat Division in 
Groton, Connecticut. 

The U. S. Navy just recently 
announced a new contract under 
which Electric Boat will build 
another atomic-powered subma¬ 
rine. 

The reactor is on the Convair 
site, located in a separate area 
accessible only to a small number 
of employees whose work re¬ 
quires that they be in the vicinity. 

Personnel working with the re¬ 
actor itself have been trained at 
various Atomic Energy Commis¬ 
sion installations where other re¬ 
actors are located. 

Safeguards developed for handl¬ 
ing of reactors and radioactive 
materials at the numerous AEC 


installations are incorporated in 
the installation at Convair. In¬ 
struments in the vicinity of the 
reactor check continuously on a 
24-hour basis against any possi¬ 
bility of harmful radiation be¬ 
yond the vicinity of the reactor 
itself. 

Employees working in the area 
wear radiation-detecting devices 
at all times to measure amounts 
encountered. 

Radiation records are main¬ 
tained to insure safety. 

Long before radiation levels 
approach the point where person¬ 
nel in the vicinity might be 
harmed, automatic controls on 
the reactor shut it down. 

The reactor is operated by en¬ 
gineers under supervision of Dr. 
R. N. Little, Convair’s chief of 
nuclear physics. 



SPEAKERS—Maj. Gen. Fran¬ 
cis H. Griswold, SAC vice 
commander, (above) and Gen. 
Joseph T. McNarney of Convair 
as they appeared on speaking 
platform at farewell for last pro¬ 
duction B-36. 



Quality Control 
Gains Traced 

“On the quality of our aircraft 
will depend much of this nation’s 
ability to withstand the great 
stresses and strains of interna¬ 
tional relations,” Gen. Joseph T. 
McNarney, president of Convair, 
told a gathering of quality con¬ 
trol experts in San Diego this 
month. 

Speaking before the Joint Con¬ 
ference of the Western Region, 
American Society for Quality 
Control, and ASQC’s Aircraft 
Technical Committee, the general 
said: 

“I can remember just a few 
short years ago when the total 
(Continued on Page 3) 






























Page 2 


CONVAIRIETY 


August 25, 1954 


fay Seek ChtrieJ 


Service Emblems 


Births 


FORT WORTH 

The following: service emblems are due 
during: the period August 15 through 
August 31: 

Fifteen-year: Dept. 22, M. E. Nellis. 
Ten-year: Dept. 4, D. K. Shubert, 
Dept. 14, K. M. Arnold, A. F. Morris. 
Dept. 24, R. Jennings. Dept. 25, E. 
Boulden, G. O. Dowlen, T. W. Eakin, 
W. H. McMillen, F. E. Owen. 

Dept. 30, F. Johnson. Dept. 40, J. R. 
Collier, H. Jordan, C. R. Kelley. Dept. 
47, F. Futrell. Dept. 48, J. J. Chap¬ 
man, O. Hughes. Dept. 50, C. Lunsford, 
E. H. Storms. 

Dept. 63, M. F. Peterson. Dept. 64, 
B. C. Burns, A. V. Scott, W. M. Wallis, 
J. V. Wiley. Dept. 65, E. C. Bellows, 
D. D. Harrison, W. L. Keller. 

Dept. 81, W. R. Hazelwood. Dept. 82, 
O. C. Harkey, M. R. Long. Dept. 92, A. 
W. Cain, H. A. Worlow. Dept. 93, 
J. R. Daniel. 

Five-year: Dept. 4, B. A. Bradshaw, 
S. Caglage, W. D. Hardison, G. F. Wal¬ 
ker Jr. Dept. 6, W. K. Bailey, F. L. 



☆ ☆ 

M. E. Nellis of 
Convair • Fort 
Worth who re¬ 
cently received a 
15-year pin. 

☆ ☆ 


Berry, B. H. Bloor Jr., J. W. Boyn* 
ton, C. D. Gaddy, R. L. Schavone, D. 

E. Takes. 

Dept. 7, R. E. Cherry Jr. Dept. 8, 
C. G. Pratt Jr. Dept. 9, C. E. Breen, 
B. S. Rogers. Dept. 14, R. D. Ice, J. 
M. Lewis. 

Dept. 20, K. L. Mask, D. J. Otto, 
B. L. Street, H. L. Tucker. Dent. 22, 
J. F. Hammons, E. C. McKelvey, 
H. B. Monkers, J. F. Shamburger, L. 
S. Sheffield, C. W. Staggs, C. L. Tat¬ 
um, W. F. Wolff, R. W. Yager. 

Dept. 24, J. L. Carter, H. T. Kruse, 
R. M. Kuhn, J. S. Matthews, W. C. 
Smith. Dept. 25, J. Davis, M. H. Derry- 
berry, F. C. Geiler, V. A. Neel, N. M. 
Roquemore Jr. 

Dept. 27, R. E. Dykes, D. D. Edgar, 
J. N. Manning, J. H. Springer, R. E. 
Weeden. Dept. 31, E. O. Andrus, L. C. 
Marchman, W. W. Starnes. Dept. 75, 

F. W. Hackney. 

Dept. 81, F. D. Jackson, J. E. Shep¬ 
ard. Dept. 82, B. S. Akins, W. Payne 
Jr., W. L. Stanley. Dept. 92, C. S. 
Cortright. Dept. 94, J. P. Ashley Jr., 
J. D. Whitmire. Dept. 95, J. F. Clark, 
W. G. Couch, F. A. Raab, H. W. 
Reeves. Dept. 99, J. L. Dussourd. 

DAINGERFIELD 

Five-year: Dept. 5, G. S. Ryle. 


Promotions 

FORT WORTH 

Promotions to and within supervision 
and professional and administrative ef¬ 
fective August 10 are: 

Dept. 6, Engineering: to test engi¬ 
neer, H. D. Arnold; to engineering 
writer, J. R. Conder; to design engi¬ 
neer, J. L. Coufal; to project struct¬ 
ures engineer, L. A. Dixon ; to engineer¬ 
ing writer, L. F. Gray; to engineering 
administrative assistant, D. N. Harper; 
to senior structures engineer, W. S. 
Johnson Jr. ; to project structures engi¬ 
neer, N. I. Mitchell, F. N. Smith, D. C. 
Wilson ; to engineering illustrator, H. 
K. Seaman. 

Dept. 7, Manufacturing and Tooling 
Management: to superintendent, J. E. 
Crumblgy ; to modernization manager, 
E. E. Finch; to superintendent, J. E. 
Ivy, L. M. Mayfield, R. D. Shackelford, 
J. E. Topliff; to modernization assist¬ 
ant manager, W. W. Pierce. 

Dept. 9, Accounting: to accounting as¬ 
sistant supervisor, H. R. Bean; to ad¬ 
ministrative accountant, J. D. Conerly 
Jr. 

Dept. 10, Budget: to technical as¬ 
sistant supervisor, R. M. Southern. 

Dept. 11, Contracts: to clerical as¬ 
sistant supervisor, D. L. Harper. 

Dept. 20, Traffic: to general fore¬ 
man, B. R. Main. 

Dept. 24, Tooling: to senior tool engi¬ 
neer, M. H. Collins; to tool and opera¬ 
tion plan assistant supervisor, V. C. 
Lyle; to tool and operation plan super¬ 
visor, W. Maxwell. 

Dept. 33, Bond and Structure: to 
foreman, R. E. Glenn Jr. ; to assistant 
foreman, W. F. Kelly, R. V. O. Rape. 


Awards 


FORT WORTH 

The following received employee sug¬ 
gestion awards totaling $17.28 for the 
period ending August 12: 

Dept. 15, Industrial Security: Pearl P. 
Smith. 

Dept. 82, Pattern Shop: F. Clements. 


Personals 


FORT WORTH 

Mrs. Winnie Miller, 22-3, wishes to 
express the appreciation of her family 
for the numerous blood donations given 
by Convair employees during the recent 
illness of her mother, Mrs. Myrtle Rix, 
who has now recovered and returned to 
her home. 


Deaths 

FORT WORTH 

BATEY—A. W., Dept. 93, died Aug¬ 
ust 8. Survived by wife, two daughters, 
a son, a daughter-in-law, and seven 
grandchildren. 

WHEELER—N. B., Dept. 47, died 
August 11. Survived by wife, a son, 
four sisters, two brothers, and a grand¬ 
daughter. 


FORT WORTH 

CLAY—Son, Kevin Mark, born July 
28 to Mr. and Mrs. R. M. Clay, Dept. 
81. 

GILLIGAN—Son, George Herbert Has¬ 
kell III, 7 lbs. 9 oz., born August 2 to 
Mr. and Mrs. A. E. Gilligan, Dept. 4-1. 

ICE—Son, Michael Lynn, 6 lbs. 13 oz., 
born August 9 to Mr. and Mrs. R. D. 
Ice, Dept. 14-2. 

LOYD—Son, Kelvin DeWitt, 10 lbs., 
born July 1 to Mr. and Mrs. Sammie D. 
Loyd, Dept. 27-4. 


Water Economy 
Pays Off at FW 

(Continued from Page 1) 

Some methods involved re-rout¬ 
ing of water or change in pro¬ 
cedures. By re-routing water used 
in hydraulic presses and sending 
it back to Lake Worth, Convair 
saves 187 million gallons. 

Before, it was literally “going 
down the drain.” 

Re-routing rinse water and re¬ 
using it in aluminum heat treat 
tanks will save Convair and Fort 
Worth 70 million gallons. 

“But even though the savings 
are large, the money saved 
amounts to relatively little,” said 
C. F. McClure of conservation. 

“It’s important for Convair, as 
industry, to save water so that 
residential areas will have an 
ample supply.” 

Of course, Convair is gradually 
getting to the point where most 
of the savings have been effected. 
Next year’s savings will probably 
amount to about 12 million gal¬ 
lons. 

“But,” said McClure, “we’re 
anxious to save every drop we 
can.” 



TANKS—S. Witkoff figures 55 
million gallons of water saved 
per year in degreasing tanks such 
as this. 


Con-Trib Donations 
Reach $112,077 

(Continued from Page 1) 
Club by payroll deduction or had 
contributed cash. 

Two departments boasted 100 
percent participation - flight and 
outside production. These de¬ 
partments showed 90 percent or 
better: manufacturing and tool¬ 
ing management, industrial engi¬ 
neering, tool service, industrial 
security, estimating, inspection- 
production, process control, in¬ 
spection - modernization, develop¬ 
ment-field operations. 

Con-Trib’s board is now mak¬ 
ing plans for its annual plant¬ 
wide campaign. The drive will be 
conducted at the same time Unit¬ 
ed Fund conducts its annual cam¬ 
paign in Fort Worth and Tarrant 
County. This will be early in 
October. 


★ CcMaiHetif ★ 

Founded Sept. 1, 1948. Published in three editions (Fo.t Worth-Daingerfield, 
San Diego, Pomona) by Convair Industrial Relations, General Offices, San Diego, 
Calif., Logan Jenkins, editor. 

Approximate current total circulation, 50,000. News items and letters to the 
editor are solicited, but no advertising can be accepted. 

FW Editorial Offices, Industrial Relations Dept., ext. 5290; F Vi staff: Bob 
Vollmer, news editor; Sally Abey. 


11,000 Watch Last B-36 
Fly Away From Convair 


(Continued from Page 1) 
means a closed book, even though 
Convair delivers the last off the 
production line. Under the main¬ 
tenance and overhaul program, 
your work will continue to keep 
B-36s in combat readiness.” 

General McNarney also touched 
on the future: 

“We have built it (the B-36) 
with a growth potential that is 
not yet fully realized. The plane 
you see here today has only 20 
per cent parts common to the 
first B-36 off the line. . . . 

“In SAM - SAC, as you may 
know, Convair has a contract 
which anticipates that each B-36 
in service will be brought back 
to Fort Worth for overhaul and 
modernization every two years 
throughout its operational life. 

“And so, while we have com¬ 
pleted our B-36 production as¬ 
signment, we are by no means 
through with the B-36. It will be 
a familiar sight on these grounds 
for years to come.” 

Of new production, General Mc¬ 
Narney had this to say: 

Pomona Club 
Backs Coast 
Speed Meet 

Many of the top model 
airplane builders and flyers 
from the western half of the 
United States are expected 
to participate in the West 
Coast Speed Championships 
being sponsored Sept. 4 and 
5 by the Ava-Toros, CRA 
model club at Convair Po¬ 
mona. 

The event, hailed by many 
model enthusiasts as the out¬ 
standing model airplane speed 
contest of the year in this coun¬ 
try, has been sanctioned by the 
Federation Aeronautique Inter¬ 
nationale and the Academy of 
Model Aeronautics. FAI sanc¬ 
tion — the only such sanction 
granted to a speed event in the 
U. S. this year—means that con¬ 
testants may vie for world 
records. 

“We have mailed 37 invitations 
to individuals and groups in five 
states, including a personal invi¬ 
tation to Leland Morton of Dal¬ 
las, who holds the national model 
speed record,” CRA Commis¬ 
sioner Dick Everett said. “We 
have also invited members of the 
CRA model clubs at Fort Worth 
and San Diego.” 

The contest will be held on the 
parking lot northwest of building 
4 at the Convair operated Naval 
Industrial Reserve Ordnance 
plant in Pomona. Special permis¬ 
sion to use the plant parking lot 
facilities has been granted by the 
Navy Bureau of Ordnance. 

In addition to FAI and AM A 
speed events, the two-day meet 
will also feature “carrier deck” 
contests and combat flying. Also, 
an invitation has been extended 
to a widely known designer and 
manufacturer of model planes to 
stage exhibition flying with vari¬ 
ous types of models, Everett said. 

R. L. Brown, Dept. 31, will be 
in charge of the combat flying 
event. Mark Tackett, Dept. 31, 
will run the carrier deck competi¬ 
tion, while Bob Anke, Dept. 14; 
Paul Walrabenstein, Dept. 51, 
and George Frahm, Dept. 72, will 
conduct the speed events. Bill 
Trumble, Dept. 31, will be in 
charge of processing. 

McNarney Named to 
Defense Committee 

Gen. Joseph T. McNarney, Con¬ 
vair president, has been named 
to a 34-member committee on 
national defense, composed of 
business and professional leaders 
from all parts of the country. 
The committee’s aim is adequate 
national security at a reasonable 
cost. The announcement was 
made by C. D. Johnston, presi¬ 
dent of the U. S. Chamber of 
Commerce. 


“Many of you know that Con¬ 
vair has, for several years, been 
developing a new long-range sup¬ 
ersonic bomber. Naturally, we 
expect great things of it. I can 
not tell you when this plane will 
go into production, but I can 
assure you that both Convair and 
the Air Force are working dili¬ 
gently toward this end.” 

Distinguished military person¬ 
nel who attended the ceremony 
included: Maj. Gen. Thetus C. 
Odom, SAAMA commander; Maj. 
Gen. David H. Baker of AMC; 
Maj. Gen. Clements McMullen 
(ret.), former SAAMA command¬ 
er; Maj. Gen. John B. Montgom¬ 
ery, Eighth Air Force command¬ 
er; Brig. Gen. Lewis L. Mundell, 
SAAMA deputy commander; Brig. 
Gen. Jack Roberts, Eighth AF 
chief of staff. 

Other special guests included 
Harry Woodhead, formerly Con¬ 
vair president, now a Douglas 
Aircraft Co. vice president at 
Tulsa; Comdr. Roland G. Mayer, 
Convair division manager when 
early models of the B-36 were 
being built; and Congressman- 
elect James C. Wright of the 12th 
congressional district. 

★ ★ ★ 


Two men who eight years ago 
were on the first flight of the 
first B-36—the cigar-shaped XB- 
36—also were on the first flight 
of the last B-36. 

They’re B. A. Erickson, man¬ 
ager of flight, and J. D. McEach- 
ern, flight engineer. 

First flight of the old XB, now 
retired on the Convair - Fort 
Worth reservation for test pur¬ 
poses, was on August 8, 1946. 
First flight of the last plane was 
on July 28, 1954. 

But Erickson and McEachern 
have been flying buddies even 
longer than that. Their associa¬ 


Convair-SD’s salvage yard has 
been selling “airplanes” piece- 

Pomona NIO Given 
Navy Safety Award 

The Navy’s Motor Vehicle 
Safety Award—“for having 
maintained an outstanding motor 
vehicle accident prevention pro¬ 
gram”—has been presented to the 
Naval Inspector of Ordnance’s 
staff at Pomona. 

Presentation of the award to 
Capt. F. C. Manville, USN, Naval 
Inspector of Ordnance, was made 
on behalf of the Secretary of the 
Navy by Capt. J. L. Melgaard, 
USN, commanding officer of the 
Naval Base at Long Beach. 

“I note that you have com¬ 
pleted 1953 without a single acci¬ 
dent,” Capt. Melgaard said. “This 
is a highly unusual accomplish- 

ent.” 

In a later ceremony, Capt. 
Manville congratulated Van T. 
Bradford and Elby Bass, as those 
most responsible for safe opera¬ 
tion of staff vehicles last year. 


Highway 'Sign 
Talk' Designed 
To Save Lives 

(Continued from Page 1) 
Police believe that going fast¬ 
er than the 50-mile limit is 
responsible for most accidents 
on the expressway. 

Others include these: crossing 
from one lane to another without 
first making sure the lane will be 
clear; following too closely be¬ 
hind other cars; and not getting 
into the correct lane for a turn 
before arriving at the turn-off 
point. 

Purpose of each of the signs is 
obvious. But to belabor the point: 

“Keep left,” this is to guard 
you against collision with a car 
attempting to enter the express¬ 
way from a side road. 

“Slow, merging traffic,” like¬ 
wise. 

“Speed limit 35 miles per 
hour,” this is found on exits 
from the expressway because you 
are approaching a sharp turn— 
and, at 50, might jump the road 
or turn over. 

“Speed limit 50 miles per 
hour,” that’s fast enough for you 
to cover the entire length of the 
expressway in a handful of min¬ 
utes. Isn’t that fast enough? 


tion began at San Diego in 1942 
with flights of the XB-24, the 
Liberator bomber known as 
“Granpappy.” 

Flight tests since then have in¬ 
cluded the XB-32, XC-99, YB-60, 
YC-131C—and all models of the 
B-36, eight in number: Models A, 
B, D, E, F, G, H, and J. (There 
was no C nor I model.) 

Longest single flight was in 
1948, when they flew non-stop 
and without refueling a distance 
of more than 10,000 miles. 

Altogether, they estimate they 
have flown together in the neigh¬ 
borhood of 860,000 miles. 


meal for a number of years, but 
next week, for the first time, it 
will dispose of one all assembled 
and ready to fly. 

It is a Stinson Voyager Station 
Wagon, long familiar to flight 
department members as a com¬ 
pany plane that served varied 
assignments, from transport to 
photographic. 

R. H. Lange, salvage yard ad¬ 
ministrator, announced that he is 
calling for bids on the airplane. 
They will be opened at 4 p.m. 
Thursday, Sept. 2, at the yard. 
Bidders should be prepared to 
post a 20 per cent deposit, bal¬ 
ance payable on delivery. 

The Stinson model 108 four¬ 
seater was relicensed in April of 
this year. It has had a total of 
930 hours’ flying time. Engine 
time since the last major over¬ 
haul (including heavy crankcase) 
is 250 hours. The plane is equip¬ 
ped with two-way low frequency 
Hallicrafter radio, landing and 
navigation lights, metal prop. 
The covering is good for approx¬ 
imately another year and the 
plane is in good flying condition. 


Two Who Flew XB-36 on First Hop 
Fly Maiden Flight of Last B-36 



MEMORIES—B. A. Erickson and J. D. McEachern of Convair- 
Fort Worth flight department look over scrapbook as they recall 
years of flight testing together. 


Bids Sought on Convair Stinson 
With Thursday, Sept. 2 Deadline 
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Convair Maintains Own 
'Eyes & Ears' at Dayton 

Although the U. S. Air Force hangs its official cap in 
Washington, D.C., its purse strings are handled by the Air 
Materiel Command located in Dayton, Ohio. 

Convair 


For this reason, Convair for 
more than a decade has maintain¬ 
ed a Dayton Office to act as 
“eyes and ears” for Convair in 
the Air Force Procurement Cen¬ 
ter. 

“The Dayton Office is in the 
front line of our sales effort, 
selling to the Air Force and gain¬ 
ing information on what is likely 


AT DAYTON—Informal snap¬ 
shots of Convair staff at Dayton 
Office show, top to bottom: 
Gordon Wolcott, manager; Joe 
Maloney, assistant; J. J. Walden 
Jr. and Lorraine Griffith, George 
Kaibel, Jack Onorem and Sebe 
Smith, Florence Miller and Elea- 
nora Yenger, Andy Palguta and 
Joe Happy. 


ELECTRIC 
APPLIANCE DEP’T. 


R»bir>5*o 


“Now this model works so 
easily that even your husband can 
operate it.” 




jTTTi t y a » j » * * 


to develop,” explains J. G. Zevely, 
Convair director of contracts and 
sales, to whom the office reports. 

In charge at Dayton is C. Gor¬ 
don Wolcott, formerly of engi¬ 
neering and commercial sales at 
San Diego. He took over the post 
in March, 1953, from J. T. (Bing) 
Cosby when the latter was named 
B-58 program director at Fort 
Worth. Previous Dayton man¬ 
agers include the late Mr. O. H. 
Snyder and Grant Christensen, 
now assistant to R. C. Sebold, 
vice president—engineering. 

In addition to the continuing 
job of direct selling, the Dayton 
Office has the further task of 
tactful and diplomatic guiding of 
Convair projects and proposals 
through the sometimes heavy 
seas of competition; the perennial 
chore of “putting out fires,” large 
and small; steering Convair visi¬ 
tors to the right appointments; 
maintaining program follow-ups; 
and the all important assignment 
of keeping management up to 
date on what competitors are 
planning on the latest develop¬ 
ments among Convair’s many 
major and minor projects, and 
possibilities of new business. 

The office is located on the 
seventh floor of the Hulman 
building in downtown Dayton. 
There is rarely a time when the 
staff is not greeting new Convair 
business arrivals or bidding 
others farewell. Visitors average 
25 a week, but the record was 
established this year when 62 
Convair travelers hit town in a 
period of seven days. 

Although others carry the 
titles, it has been claimed that 
the ones who really “run” the 
Dayton Office belong to the 
feminine element. These are: 
Eleanora Yenger, who received 
her 10-year pin more than a year 
ago; Florence Miller, remembered 
by many a Convair traveler as 
a miracle worker when it comes 
to arranging transportation; Sebe 
Smith, who recently took over the 
important duties of receptionist; 
and Barbara Smith who handles 
the teletype assignments and 
does more than any other to 
maintain communications. 

Assistant manager to Wolcott 
is Joe G. Maloney, six years with 
Convair and previously with Cur¬ 
tiss, G. E. and Boeing. He is 
the office’s most imposing indi¬ 
vidual, six feet four inches high. 
J. J. Walden Jr., who has been 
acting assistant manager in Ma¬ 
loney’s absence, has been at Day- 
ton two years (as has Maloney) 
and previously was in contracts 
administration at Fort Worth. 
He’s from Texas originally and 
once was a short-term mayor of 
El Paso. 

George Kaibel also has been 
representing Convair at Dayton 
for two years. He’s from San 
Diego, with legal training at San 
Diego State, has seven years with 
the company and saw duty in in¬ 
spection, and materials. Jack 
Onorem, another Dayton staff 
member, is a former Northrop 
test pilot and Air Force officer 
released from active duty in June 
of 1953. 

The Dayton Office also has 
“company.” Material depart¬ 
ments at San Diego and Fort 
Worth are served by Joe Happy 
as resident representative. Andy 
Palguta, another resident repre¬ 
sentative, serves the Fort Worth 
service department. Palguta, 
however, expects to turn over this 
assignment soon to Larry Rader, 
recently arrived from El Paso. 


36 MEET 36—These young ladies—36 of them—lined up on the wing of a B-36 at Ramey AFB 
in Puerto Rico recently while on a tour of U. S. bases in the Caribbean. The lovelies are the 
"Melody Maids" from Beaumont, Tex., who have entertained military stations throughout the world 
since they were organized in 1941. 


McNarney Traces Big Advance 
In Quality Control in Aircraft 


BRRRRRRRR—It's a cold job 
for C. J. Bedford at Convair- 
Fort Worth when temperature- 
sensitive sheet metal must be 
obtained from refrigerated room. 
It's located in drop hammer area 
in Dept. 31. Temperature is 
usually kept 30 to 50 deg/ees 
below zero. 

New King-Size 
Refrigerator 
Chills Parts 

Temperamental metals are run¬ 
ning no temperatures these days 
in the drop hammer room at Con- 
vair-Fort Worth now that a new 
king-size refrigerator is in use 
to plummet the mercury. 

Largest ice box in the plant, 
it’s 20 feet long, eight feet high 
and eight feet wide. 

It’s used to chill aluminum 
parts. 

It all starts when the alumi¬ 
num arrives at Convair-Fort 
Worth. It’s soft. For use in in¬ 
dustry, especially on high speed 
aircraft, it must be heat-treated. 

So the parts go through a heat 
treatment that makes them four 
times as strong. If the parts , are 
left at room temperature, how¬ 
ever, they will become too brittle 
and hard to be beaten into shape 
on a drop hammer. 

This is where the refrigerator 
comes in. The aluminum parts 
are put in the sub-zero room. 
Here the hardening action that 
naturally follows heat treatment 
is arrested. They are stored there 
until they are formed into the 
desired shape. 

“Then employees take them 
from the refrigerator prior to the 
aging process,” said 0. J. Olsen, 
metal forming department fore¬ 
man. “They hammer out the 
parts before they go to the oven.” 

During the aging process, they 
are baked for six hours at 375 
degrees Farenheit—about as long 
as it takes to bake a 25-pound 
turkey at home. 


(Continued from Page 1) 
function of quality control in the 
aircraft business was exercised 
by a man with a cigar who kicked 
the wheels of planes as they came 
off the production line, thumped 
their canvas skins with his fin¬ 
ger, wiggled their rudders once 
or twice, and if nothing gave 
way, rubber stamped his approval 
on some part of the plane espe¬ 
cially selected to withstand the 
pressure. He qualified for the 
job by having a strong right foot, 
a good thumping finger, and an 
elastic conscience. . . . 

“Today quality control doesn’t 
begin at the end of the produc¬ 
tion line in California, nor even 
at the beginning of it. It begins 
in the aluminum and steel mills 
. . . in the rubber factories . . . 
and in the electronic labs. Today 
quality must be kneaded into an 
airplane at every stage of de¬ 
velopment. . . . 

“As an example of where qual¬ 
ity control has come, we at Con¬ 
vair spend five and a half million 
dollars on it every year at San 
Diego plants alone. . . . All told 
we have about a thousand people 
in quality control (San Diego 
alone). They have the run of the 
plants, they poke their noses into 
everything, and if they don’t like 
what they find they are not at all 
coy about saying so. . . . ” 

McNarney explained that the 
demands of high altitude and 
supersonic flight have brought 
about this great change. 


“Every new foot of altitude, 
every new knot of speed, every 
new mile of range will add to the 
stresses and strains,” he con¬ 
tinued. 

“Yet we must not fail, for it is 
no exaggeration to say that on 
the quality of our aircraft will 
depend much of this nation’s abil¬ 
ity to withstand the great 
stresses and strains of interna¬ 
tional relations.” 


Crack Army AA Unit 
Guards Texas Skies 
In FW-Dallas Area 

The nation’s record-breaking 
top scoring crack U. S. Army 
anti-aircraft unit now guards the 
skies over Convair-Fort Worth. 

The 546th Battalion, located 
just across the runways from 
Convair-Fort Worth, will main¬ 
tain a 24-hour watch over the 
Fort Worth-Dallas area. 

Manned by 360 men and 12 of¬ 
ficers, the battalion is equipped 
with 75-millimeter automatic 
“skysweeper” cannon which fire 
45 shells a minute against tar¬ 
gets as distant as 14 miles. The 
unit won its championship rank 
on artillery ranges near Fort 
Bliss, Texas. Scores of 98.8 in 
firing, and 85.7 in detection, gave 
the battalion an average of 93.5, 
highest ever recorded by any sky- 
sweeper battalion in the history 
of the Army. 


Vast Concrete Foundation Laid 
For New FW Wing Skin Machine 


It took enough concrete for a 
mile of sidewalk, but Convair- 
Fort Worth now sports a concrete 
foundation for the latest thing in 
milling machines. 

The foundation is at column 
65-T where installation of the 
Giddings and Lewis skin mill 
will be complete sometime in 
October. 

In addition to the mammoth 
supply of concrete, plant engi¬ 
neering department supervised 
the installation of four and a half 
tons of steel used for reinforce¬ 
ment. 

Plant engineering also per¬ 
formed the mechanical and elec¬ 
trical engineering design re¬ 


quired for the installation. 

When the machine goes to 
work, the job it does would once 
have been impossible. This skin 
mill will be used to make wing 
skins. Formerly, the reinforce¬ 
ments for the aluminum sheet 
were attached with rivets or 
Metlbond. With the new machine, 
a solid piece of aluminum will be 
placed on the table, and the ma¬ 
chine’s teeth will bite out the 
shape desired—eliminating need 
for reinforcement. 

This also eliminates many de¬ 
tailed parts and many hours of 
assembly time. The machine is 
capable of milling away 700 cubic 
inches of aluminum per minute. 


Aircraft Institute to Start 


Convair-San Diego employees 
were reminded this week that the 
fall semester of the Aircraft In¬ 
dustry Technical Institute will 
start Sept. 13. Registrations will 
be taken at the San Diego Junior 
College Trade Center, 348 West 


Market, begnning the week of 
Sept. 6. 

Complete schedule of classes 
will be found on bulletin boards 
in both plants. For additional 
information, see or call Stan Sos- 
nowski, Training Section, Bldg. 
14, ext. 492, Plant 1. 


CONCRETE EVIDENCE—Convair-Fort Worth is slated for new 
skin mill soon. In meantime, B. D. Barber of plant engineering 
discusses reinforced concrete foundation with outside contractors 
now working at Col. 65 T. 
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READY FOR THE ROAD—Mr. and Mrs. Stephan Trotter of 
Convair-SD's Depts. 10 and 31, with their children, Terry and 
Tommy, and bicycle with which Mrs. Trotter has crossed U.S. She 
recently tried bike tour to Chicago, but failed. 


Warm Going 

Heat Halts Convair SD Woman's 


Bicycle Journey to Chicago 

Kansas heat last month prevented a Convair-SD 
mother from completing a Colorado Springs to Chicago 
bicycle ride. 

The veteran cyclist (she has crossed the country once 
and has piled up thousands of miles in other bicycle tours) 
is Mary Trotter, second shift timekeeper at Plant 2. Her 
husband is Stephan Trotter of San Diego's Dept. 31. 


Mrs. Trotter shipped her bike 
to Colorado Springs and started 
the ride July 12, covering 130 
miles the first eight hours. The 
next day was one of the most 
nerve-racking that she can recall. 

“The heat was unbelievable. 
They told me later the temper- 
itures on the highway were as 
high as 145 degrees. 

“I couldn’t touch the handle¬ 
bars or my canteen without 
blistering my hands.” 

At Colby, Kansas, she col- 

Convair Man, Wife, 

Four Children Hurt 
In Nebraska Crash 

Orval Lee Cox Sr., Dept. 403, 
Convair-SD, and his family are 
in a hospital in Valentine, Nebr., 
with serious injuries suffered 
when they were involved in an 
auto crash, according to word re¬ 
ceived here last week. 

The family was enroute to 
Iowa on a vacation trip when the 
accident occurred near the Ne¬ 
braska town. In the hospital, be¬ 
sides Cox, are his wife, Norma, 
and their four children; Orval Jr., 
18; Stephen, 16; Jack, 14, and 
Leanne Cox, 3. 

Department friends have been 
in touch with the family in an 
effort to assist them in any way 
possible. 

Sept. 18 and 19, Saturday and 
Sunday, are dates tor Sixth An¬ 
nual CRA Circus-Picnic at San 
Diego. Make your plans now to 
be at Del Mar. 


lapsed, spent 36 hours in bed and 
continued on to Chicago by bus. 

Although Mrs. Trotter failed 
on the bike ride, she managed to 
achieve her real objective, which 
was in the interest of her two 
children, Terry, 4, and Tommy, 
18 months. They have suffered 
since birth from a fibrocystic 
disease, which affects their lungs 
and ability to assimilate food. Al¬ 
though they appear bright and 
healthy, they must spend a cer¬ 
tain part of each day in an oxy¬ 
gen tent. Doctors have advised 
Mrs. Trotter there is no known 
cure. 

“I thought that if I could do 
something unusual, such as the 
bike trip, I could get on a coast- 
to-coast television show and I 
might reach someone who could 
give us hope in fighting this rare 
disease,” she explained. 

She was successful in this and 
managed to appear on “Welcome 
Traveler.” Although she men¬ 
tioned her plight she has received 
no response thus far. 

Mrs. Trotter has been making 
long distance bicycle trips since 
she was a girl. She once rode 
from San Diego to Pennsylvania 
with her brother and last summer 
pedaled to the Grand Canyon 
alone. She usually sleeps out. 
She has had only one serious ac¬ 
cident. About five years ago in 
Washington, D. C. she was 
knocked down by a bus but re¬ 
covered from minor injuries. 

She is still riding the same 
bike, an English machine with 
three speeds ahead, which makes 
it easier on grades. 



"If this cigar annoys cither one of you guys . . . I'll throw it out." 


Safety Records 
Topple at SD 

July was a banner month for 
safety at Convair-SD with four 
functions tying for first in the 
monthly safety contest. All were 
without an injury during July. 

Supt. E. D. Robinson and his 
F-102 major and final assembly 
departments (Depts. 30, 60, 70 
and 258) worked 217,492 man¬ 
hours without an injury and 
thereby led the pack. Fabrica¬ 
tion departments (Depts. 101, 
102, 103, 104, 110, and 115) at 
Plant 1 under Supt. F. E. Gross- 
her were second high with 204, 
212 manhours. 

Also boasting perfect records 
were Dept. 522 (manufacturing 
control) at Plant 2 under V. F. 
Cernuto and T-29 and C-131A 
final assembly departments 
(Depts. 35, 36 and 340) under 
Supt. J. P. Hopman. 


Convair Handing Out 
Security Booklets 

Eleven thousand booklets on 
national security rules and regu¬ 
lations were scheduled to be dis¬ 
tributed at Convair-Fort Worth 
this week, according to Industrial 
Security Manager I. B. Hale. 

The pamphlets set forth the 
major regulations with which 
most Convair employees are con¬ 
cerned. Industrial Security plan¬ 
ned first to contact each depart¬ 
ment to learn how many books 
were needed, then to supply the 
departments accordingly. 



FEATURED — Quality Control 
posters which are changed every 
two weeks at Convair-SD will 
have a new twist next month. 
This will be first of three which 
feature personalities and stress 
importance of quality work. 
Above is excellent pencil sketch 
of Sam Shannon, Convair-SD's 
chief of experimental flight, 
which will appear on poster 
mentioning Sea-Dart and F-102 
and indicating reliance of pilots 
on Convair quality. Sketch was 
made free hand by Walt Hardy, 
Dept. 27-1 illustrator. 


Al Morgan Rejoins 
Convair-San Diego 

A. W. Morgan, former general 
manufacturing manager at Con- 
vair-SD, has returned to Convair 
at San Diego as assistant to 
B. F. Coggan, San Diego man¬ 
ager. Morgan has been with 
Pachmayr Gun Works, Inc., in 
Los Angeles as vice president and 
general manager. Morgan’s ex¬ 
perience with Convair dates from 
Vultee Field days. He was at 
Fort Worth for a period in 1949 
and was transferred to the coast 
that same year. 


Dr. Finlay to Talk 
For Metals Society 

San Diego Chapter members of 
the American Society for Metals 
this week extended an invitation 
to Convair-SD employees to at¬ 
tend a special meeting on ti¬ 
tanium alloys at 7:30 p.m. tomor¬ 
row (Aug. 26). 

Dr. Walter L. Finlay, vice 
president of Rem-Cru Titanium, 
Inc. of Pittsburgh, Pa., will be 
the main speaker at the gather¬ 
ing at Hoover High School audi¬ 
torium. 



SONGSTERS—Jack Griffith (left) and Karsell Bates look over 
"Cats' Fig.ht Song" they wrote for local ball club. They are col¬ 
laborating on several other songs, too. 


The Cat’s Meow 


Convair FW Men Collaborate 
On 'Fight Song’ for Ball Club 


The Fort Worth Cats baseball 
team has a “fight song” that is 
really the “cat’s meow”—thanks 
to two Convair-Fort Worth men. 

They’re Karsell Bates from de¬ 
velopment liaison and Jack Grif¬ 
fith of budgets. And the story of 
the song is this. 

Franzell Brooks, who is the or¬ 
ganist during intermission of 
Cats games, was talking to Spen¬ 
cer Harris, president of the club, 
one day about Bates and Griffith. 
She told them about their ven¬ 
tures in song-writing. Harris 
was impressed. He called in the 
two and said: 

“The Cats need a fight song. 
Why don’t you see if you can 
write one?” 

“My opinion was that fight 
songs are for college football 
teams,” said Bates. “But I thought 
it was a novel idea.” 

“So,” said Griffith, “we wrote 
one.” 

The result of their efforts is 
a fast-moving little ditty with 
words that go like this: 

“Let’s stand together and give 
our Cats a cheer, 

We’ll shout together, and let 
them know we’re here! 

With us behind them, they’ll 
play their best and how— 

No one can beat our Panthers 
for they’re the Cats’ meow!” 


Harris was impressed and the 
song was officially adopted. Last 
month it was presented to the 
public by the “Tune Tillers,” a 
vocal group from Dallas. 

“The applause indicated the au¬ 
dience liked it,” said Bates. 

A record is being cut for radio 
■stations to play before broadcasts 
and at La Grave Field. 

Song writing is nothing new to 
the pair. They’ve collaborated on 
several others, one of which is 
now with Tommy and Jimmy 
Dorsey. Names of some of their 
songs are: “Sil Vous Plait,” “To¬ 
night My Love,” “What’ll I Do 
Tomorrow?”, “I Can’t Forget,” 
plus many, many more. 

Bates formerly played with 
several name bands on the west 
coast. At present he is active in 
the CRA Band, and also is fea¬ 
tured trumpeter for Fletcher 
Hereford’s Orchestra. 


Esenwein Will Head 
AF Assoc. Delegation 

A delegation from Convair- 
Fort Worth was scheduled to at¬ 
tend the Air Force Association 
annual meeting in Omaha Aug. 
19 through 22. 

Heading the group was August 
C. Esenwein, Convair vice presi¬ 
dent and manager at Fort Worth. 


San Diego Woman Assembler Builds Own Tool Box 
To Hold Almost Anything, Blueprints to Rivets 


Rosalie Watts of Convair-SD 
is a firm advocate of the trend 
toward supermarkets. That is, 
“everything under one roof.” 

In fact, she’s brought the idea 
to work with her in the form of 
an unusual tool box with room 
enough to contain just about any¬ 
thing she will ever need in her 
work as a Dept. 235 assembler. 

Standing 26 inches high, 33 
inches wide and 14 inches deep, 
the home-made box has three 
hinged doors and 17 drawers 
within. The drawers range in 
size from those large enough to 
hold blueprints or manuals down 
to smaller sizes for storing bolts, 


rivets, etc. These smaller draw¬ 
ers are further partitioned by 
use of muffin tins and small plas¬ 
tic containers. A folding vice 
lifts out for use atop the box and 
casters make moving it easy. 

“I often had to stop work to 
find certain items I needed. 
Sometimes it would involve walk¬ 
ing long distances,” Mrs. Watts 
said. “So I hit on the idea of a 
tool box big enough for a little 
of everything.” 

She drew up the plans and then 
turned out the box in a workshop 
at her home, with some technical 
assistance from her husband, a 
Navy employee. 



FULL HOUSE—Tool box built by Rosalie Watts of Convair-SD 
is fully equipped, even has a vise! It can be moved around on 
casters and padlocks make it secure when not in use. 
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FOND FAREWELL—Scenes from Fort Worth, taken Aug. 14 when last production 
B-36 flew away. Top left shows part of I 1,000 spectators. In top center, TV crews 
grind away as B-36 formation flies by while, at top right, are Cols. Beverly Warren 
and Stephen P. Dillon, former AF representatives at FW, Col. C. Savage, present 
plant representative, and R. C. Sebold, Convair vice president-engineering. Lower 
left is inside XC-99 (which was on display), with Ike Polhamus explaining, cockpit to 


his wife Lorraine, children Cynthia, Barbara, Isaac Jr. Polhamus was senior flight 
test engineer on plane when in FW. Lower center is exterior of XC-99 and lower 
right is O. Pomeroy Robinson Jr. (center), senior vice president of General Dynamics 
Corporation, who was present at ceremony. With him are R. D. O'Neal, Convair- 
FW program director on nuclear energy aircraft project, and Raymond Buck, Fort 
Worth attorney. 


Fort Worth Dept. Chalks Lengthy 
Record Free of Disabling Injury 


Five years without a disabling 
injury. . . . 

That was the enviable safety 
record set by Convair-Fort Worth 
Dept. 61, final acceptance, before 
its work phased out July 26. 

Date of the last disabling in¬ 
jury was Aug. 4, 1949, for first 
shift employees. Third shift em¬ 
ployees did almost as well with a 
record of longer than four years. 
Their last disabling injury was 
May 30, 1950. Second shift em¬ 
ployees had their last disabling 
injury March 5, 1951. 

This means that since the last 
disabling injury, 1,520,904 man¬ 


hours have been worked. 

“We’re quite proud of our rec¬ 
ord,” said C. B. Nolan, general 
foreman. “And it was made pos¬ 
sible by close cooperation on the 
part of employees with super¬ 
vision.” 

Said Fred Temple, safety engi¬ 
neering supervisor: 

“Dept. 61 certainly deserves a 
pat on the back. It’s especially 
difficult for a field operation type 
department to set such a fine 
record. 

“We know this will be a chal¬ 
lenge to other departments 
throughout the FW plant.” 


Depts. at SD Can Expect Visits 
Regarding Phone Cost Reduction 


More and more Convair-SD de¬ 
partments can expect to be con¬ 
tacted within the next few months 
in a study of existing telephone 
facilities now under way. 

That word came this week 
from a telephone cost reduction 
committee headed by J. F. Hop¬ 
kins, manager of office services, 
and including J. R. Herbig, man¬ 
ager of budgets, H. A. Smith, 
chief plant engineer, and D. A. 
Woellner, chief of systems and 
procedures. 

“This survey is being made by 
the telephone company at our re¬ 
quest,” Hopkins said. “We hope 


Sept. 18 and 19, Saturday and 
Sunday, are dates for Sixth An¬ 
nual CRA Circus-Picnic at San 
Diego. Make your plans now to 
be at Del Mar. 


to improve communications and 
at the same time realize a 20 per 
cent saving in Convair-SD’s cur¬ 
rent annual telephone bill which 
is approximately $600,000.” 

First part of the survey was 
conducted in engineering depart¬ 
ment where it was found a sub¬ 
stantial reduction in equipment 
was possible without adverse ef¬ 
fect on communications. Survey 
crews will now move to individual 
departments. 

“Despite our past efforts, leng¬ 
thy long-distance calls and an 
overload of personal calls are still 
tying up our switchboard,” Hop¬ 
kins said. 

The committee is studying the 
possibility of making a monthly 
award to the department showing 
the greatest percentage of com¬ 
munication savings as compared 
to past months, he added. 


Certificate of Merit Presented 
For Aidins Apprentice Program 



GOOD CROP—R. R. Aiken 
with tomato crop growing in 
pavement crack at compass rose, 
San Diego. 

Hardy Plant Grows 
In Pavement, Bears 
33 Tomatoes at SD 

Convair-SD field operations 
employees have something they’d 
like their Texas “brethren” to 
match—a thriving tomato plant 
growing right out of the pave¬ 
ment. 

That’s right! The hardy plant 
poked its head out of the asphalt 
near the compass rose about three 
months ago. With a little help 
and water the plant now covers 
a framework of string and had 
32 tomatoes at last count. 

“We had 33 last week including 
one that was just turning from 
green to red,” said R. R. Aiken, 
one of the gardeners. “Then some 
‘tomato-naper’ made off with it.” 

Aiken has been the ringleader 
in aiding the plant’s growth and 
the site has appropriately been 
named “Aiken’s Truck Garden.” 


In recognition of leadership in 
supporting the apprenticeship 
program in Convair-SD, Archie 
J. Mooney, chief of the division 
of apprenticeship standards for 
the State of California, last week 
presented Dick Wilkens, SD man¬ 
ager of industrial relations, with 
a “certificate of meritorious serv¬ 
ice.” 

Mooney, a national authority 
on apprenticeship and one of the 
founders of the California pro¬ 
gram back in 1933, is also assist¬ 
ant to the state director of indus¬ 
trial relations and secretary of 
the California Apprenticeship 
Council. 

In making the presentation, 
Mooney said: “Convair’s appren¬ 
ticeship program has been one of 
the finest and best organized in 
Southern California. It has been 
operating with great success since 
1942 and this award is being made 


in recognition of your own per¬ 
sonal contribution to that suc¬ 
cess.” 

The certificate was signed by 
Governor Knight. 



“Pretty cozy, eh, Bub?” 



HONORS—Archie J. Mooney, chief of the division of appren¬ 
ticeship standards for California, left, presents "certificate of 
meritorious service" to Dick Wilkens, SD manager of industrial 
relations. At right is H. W. Rubottom, SD training supervisor. 



BEATING THE HEAT—With Fort Worth experiencing an unusually warm sum¬ 
mer, Convair-FW folk have reason to have the weather frequently in mind. How¬ 
ever, they're not without some means of combating high temperatures. At right 
G. H. King and D. H. Weeks, on ground, and C. U. Carpenter in B-36 nose, adjust 
portable cooling unit that makes life more pleasant inside SAM-SAC airplanes. 


At left a portable fan does some good for G. Patterson in warehouse No. 3 where 
conventional air-conditioning is almost impossible. But center photo shows one of 
II such 1,075-ton cooling units that keep Convair-FW's assembly and adminis¬ 
tration building comfortably cool. Earl Stolp is man at right. 
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SOLITUDE—This beautiful shot by W. H. Shell is typical of CRA camera contest entries. 


Deadline Nears in Plant-Wide 
CRA Color Slide Contest 

Time’s getting short for Convair-Fort Worth employees 
who plan to compete in the CRA camera club’s whopping 
big plant-wide photo contest. Deadline is September 17. 

The contest is being sponsored by the camera group for 
all employees except camera club members and professional 


Teeners Dance 
Class Reopens 

Convair teenagers once again 
have an unbeatable opportunity 
to learn how to dance the right 
way. 

Through a special arrangement 
with Arthur Murray Dance Stu¬ 
dios, Convair teenagers can learn 
to dance for only $5 for ten les¬ 
sons. 

There will be two classes—be¬ 
ginners and advanced. Both will 
feature American-type dancing, 
waltz, fox trot, and jitterbug. 

Classes will meet Saturday 
mornings. Beginners class will 
be held from 9 to 10 a.m. and 
advanced, 10:15 to 11:15 a.m. 

Classes will be taught by regu¬ 
lar Arthur Murray instructors. 

Enrollments for the classes be¬ 
ginning the first week in Sep¬ 
tember will be taken at the CRA 
office, ext. 5141. 


photographers. 

Subject matter is vacation 
shots. All entries must be color 
slides with maximum size 2^4 
by 2%. 

A slide projector will go to 
the winner. Second prize is Wes¬ 
ton light meter. Third prize is 
a slide screen and fourth is a 
slide file. Honorable mentions 
will be year's subscriptions to 
Photography Magazine. 

Judging will be held September 
27 at the CRA Center. 

Each contestant may enter 
two slides. The picture must 
have been taken in the past year. 

All entries should be marked 
with the owner's name and placed 


in sealed envelope. The envelope 
then should be marked with name, 
address and department number. 
The envelope should also contain 
the title of the picture and as 
much camera data as possible. 

Miles Rogers, club chairman, 
invited all employees to enter the 
contest. 

Quarterly Photo 
Contest Sept. 13 

The CRA camera activity will 
hold its next quarterly contest 
September 13, Stan Orrick, com¬ 
missioner announced this week. 

Either black or white or color 
slides may be submitted by cam¬ 
era activity members. 

The entries will be judged by 
local commercial photographers 
at the September 13 meeting at 
the CRA Center. 

All CRA camera activity mem¬ 
bers were urged to participate in 
the contest. 


Camera Club Prints 
Will be Exhibited 

The CRA camera activity will 
get some of its prints in the pub¬ 
lic eye this fall. The group is 
now affiliated with the Gulf 
States Camera Club Council, 
which makes members eligible to 
exhibit their prints with other 
top camera organizations in this 
section of the country. 

They will submit 10 black and 
white photos in an October ex¬ 
hibit in Baton Rouge. The prints 
will be judged and individual a- 
wards will go to winners. 

These prints are current ones 
that have been entered in the 
CRA camera activity quarterly 
contests. 

In September they will partici¬ 
pate in an exhibit at the South 
Texas State Fair in Beaumont on 
Sept. 27. They will submit six 
prints with the other 10 organi¬ 
zations exhibiting. 

The prints will be submitted as 
a club unit. Organizations par¬ 
ticipating will receive a tape re¬ 
cording commentary on their 
prints. 


Is it news? Then grab a tele¬ 
phone and call Convairiety: 

Ext. 5290 



KNOW-HOW—Jan Signilliat and David Farmer get professional 
advice from Dean Hatch, Arthur Murray instructor, during teenage 
classes. Advanced and beginning classes now forming. 


Five Plays Are 
Picked for 
'54-'55 Season 

Five top-notch plays have been 
selected for the 1954-55 CRA 
Wing and Masque season, Stan 
Brown, CRA commissioner, an¬ 
nounced this week. 

The season will open with “My 
Dear Children", a comedy, be¬ 
ginning October 7. Performances 
will be on October 8, 9, 15 and 
16. Murrell Morris will direct. 

Other plays slated for the sea¬ 
son are “The Autumn Garden," 
directed by Everett Morris; “Time 
of the Cuckoo," directed by 
Brown; an original comedy by 
Clyde Shrell; and “Green Grow 
the Lilacs," directed by Jerry 
Ratcliff. 

The season opener is a comedy 
by Jerry Horwin and Catherine 
Turney. It was originally played 
by the late John Barrymore. 

The play shows how an im¬ 
mensely successful and temper- 
mental matinee idol is surprised 
by the appearance, on Christmas 
Eve, of three of his daughters, of 
whose existence he had little or 
no recollection. 

Each daughter brings to him 
her immediate pressing problems 
and under the stress of the situa¬ 
tion, the matinee idol begins to 
react in a charming and amusing 
way, playing the unfamilar role 
of father. 

Although tryouts were held this 
week, results were not available 
at Convairiety press time. 

Performance dates of the other 
productions will be announced 
later. 

Classicettes League 
Seeking Bowlers 

Gals, here's your chance! 

If you like to bowl, there's a 
Convair-Fort Worth league just 
for you. It's called the Classi¬ 
cettes and it features some of 
the top women bowlers at Con¬ 
vair. 

An organizational meeting was 
held last week, but if you’re in¬ 
terested, you still have a chance 
to bowl with the girls. 

The league bowls on Thursday 
night at the Bowling Center and 
you're in line for good exercise 
and lots of fun if you'd likt to 
join them. 

Interested employees should 
contact Louise Henderson, ext. 
3156, Edith Cross, ext. 2267, or 
Vernie Lee Dixon at NO-2257 
after 5:30 p.m. 



MODEL — Christine Quiett 
served as very pretty prop for 
recent second shift camera club 
shooting session. She's in 24-7. 

Drama Officers 
Elected for '55 

New officers for Wing and 
Masque for the 1954-55 season 
were announced this week by 
Stan Brown, CRA drama commis¬ 
sioner. 

Elected were Frank Gilfeather, 
Dept. 8, ticket chairman; Howard 
Bartholomew, Dept. 7, playbill 
chairman; Jean Harrison, wife of 
W. E. Harrison, Dept. 91, pub¬ 
licity chairman; Paula Halsey, 
wife of W. D. Halsey, Dept. 7, 
secretarial chairman. 

A1 Koorey, Dept. 6-4, historian; 
J. D. Goodman, Dept. 50, house 
chairman; Bob Attlesey, Dept. 
6-1, facilities chairman; Jeanne 
Clark, wife of J. M. Clark, Dept. 
6-1, make-up chairman; Ruth 
Brown, wife of Stan Brown, 
Dept. 6-6, costume chairman; 
Martha Kidd, sister of Sue Kidd, 
Dept. 6-4, properties chairman. 

Representatives at large are 
Celeste Neff, Erv Watts, Dept. 
6-2, and Harry Weimer, Dept. 
6-4. 

Brown also appointed directors 
for the season's plays. They will 
be Everett Morris, Murrel Mor¬ 
ris, Clyde Shrell and Jerry Rat¬ 
liff. 

Dave Halsey, Dept. 7, was ap¬ 
pointed treasurer. 


CRA Activities _33 in All! 


Fort Worth 

ARCHERY—H. L. Lucas, commissioner, 
ext. 6210. Range open from 6 to 10 p.m. 
each Tuesday to everyone. 

BADMINTON—R. S. Sprague, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 3146. 

BALLROOM DANCING—I. M. Pember¬ 
ton, commissioner, ext. 3121. Classes each 
Sunday, 2 and 4:15 p.m., CRA Center. 

BAND—G. W. Hills, Jr., commissioner, 
ext. 2122. Dance orchestra rehearsals every 
Thursday, CRA Center. 

BASEBALL—Jack Britain, commissioner, 
LO-2959. 

BASKETBALL—Ed Tucknies, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 3159. 

BOWLING—H. G. Starkey, commis¬ 
sioner ext. 6290. 

BRIDGE—Wendell Eldred, commissioner, 
ext. 6235. Play Aug. 27, CRA Center. 

CAMERA—L. S. Orrick, commissioner, 
ext. 5141. Aaron Murray, ext. 4180, second 
shift co-ordinator. 

CHECKERS, CHESS, DOMINOES — 
J. E. Pair, commissioner, ext. 6116. 

CHORAL—Roy Cantrell, commissioner, 
ext. 5120. Sing-song from 11:20 to 11:45 
a.m. each Wednesday in Dept. 31 and each 
Monday and Tuesday at 50 foot aide, col. 
71-R. 

DRAMA—E. S. Brown, commissioner, 
ext. 5242. 

FISHING—Bill Parrish, commissioner, 
ext. 5296. 

GOLF—Lawrence Armstrong, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 2273. Plant-wide tourney under 
way. 

HORSESHOES — Finn Wahl, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 3132. 

HUNTING—Bill Parrish, commissioner, 
ext. 5296. 

ICE SKATING—Glen Carter, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 3207. 

LITTLE LEAGUE—A. K. Lawley, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 4293. 

MODEL AIRPLANE— R. J. Heist, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 4280. Model building meet¬ 
ing 7:30 p.m. each Monday. 

MODEL RAILROAD—Frank Chaddock, 
commissioner, ext. 5138. Regular meeting 
every Monday, 7:30 p.m. CRA Center. 

MOVIES — Miscellaneous movies each 
Monday during lunch period at 50-foot aisle. 
Serial on Wednesdays. 


RADIO—Larry Brandvig, commissioner, 
ext. 5179. Meetings Aug. 2 d, Sept. 1. CRA 
Center. 

ROPING—Jimnw Shackelford, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 3184. For schedule of adult and 
children’s riding classes, contact CRA of¬ 
fice, ext. 5141. 

SOFTBALL — Jack Brittain, commis¬ 
sioner, LO-2959. 

SQUARE DANCING —Ross Carney, 
commissioner, ext. 3155. Instructions ana 
dancing for beginners 7 to 8 p.m. and ad¬ 
vanced classes 8 to 10 p.m. each Monday 
at Northside Recreation Building. 

STAMP AND COIN—J. D. White, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 3131. Regular meeting both 
roups 7:45 p.m. on first and third Tucs- 
ays at CRA Center. 

TABLE TENNIS—John Rangel, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 5141. Regular play Aug. 26, 
Central YMCA, Aug. 31. CRA Center. 

TENNIS—Walter Bradley, commissioner, 
ext 7203. Plant-wide tourney under way. 

VOLLEYBALL—H. L. Shaw, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 5141. Play discontinued for 
summer. 

WASHER PITCHING-Hugh Penning¬ 
ton, commissioner, ext. 3238. 

WEIGHT LIFTING—I. B. Hale, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 5267. Weight lifting for first 
shift 4 to 7 p.m. Tuesday, Thursday and 
Saturday at CRA Center; for second and 
third shift 8 a.m. to noon, Monday, Wed¬ 
nesday and Friday. 

Daingerfield 

BOWLING—Roger Henry, commissioner, 
ext. 446. 

DOMINOES AND CHECKERS—H. S. 
Mauldin, commissioner, ext. 418. 

HORSESHOES—P. G. Wells, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 346. 

HUNTING AND FISHING — M. H. 
Trimble, commissioner, ext. 308. 

MODfeL AIRPLANES—D. W. Sonhcim, 
commissioner, ext. 414. 

SOFTBALL—R. B. Lawrence, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 380. 

SKATING—H. J. Wiker, Jr., commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 405. 

PISfOLS AND RIFLES—E. C. Frye, 
commissioner, ext. 418. 

WASHERS—C. T. Forrest, commissioner, 
ext. 377. 
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READY—Lawrence Armstrong, golf commissioner, gets ready to 
tee off for plant-wide tourney now in progress. 



7th Annual Tooling Tourney 
Won by Jack Fain s Team 



WINNERS—These Convair employees at Daingerfield won the 
honors in CRA fishing contest. Left to right, Jim Turner, Jack 
Mason, Marlon Trimble, Roy Garbarine, Knox Lee and Melvin 
Walton. 

Management Club to Have Night 
At La Grave Field on Friday 


The Convair-Fort Worth tool¬ 
ing department ended up it’s 
seventh annual golf tournament 
last week with Jack Fain’s team 
leading the group. 

In the tournament this year, 
14 teams participated with five 
men on each team. 

The tourney was not restricted 
solely to tooling department em¬ 
ployees and many other depart¬ 
ments were represented. 

Matches were played each Tues¬ 
day after working hours at Z- 
Boaz golf course. 

Members of the winning team 
were Fain, Dept. 24-3; George 
Young, Dept. 94; W. Maxwell, 
Dept. 24-1; Jim Massey, Dept. 
24-3; Chick Allen, Dept. 24-3. 

Top five teams who received 
prizes were: second place, team 
number 13 captained by W. L. J. 


Williams, Dept. 24-5; team num¬ 
ber 4 captained by J. H. Reagan, 
Dept. 24-1; team number 5 cap¬ 
tained by J. M. Cudd, Dept. 24-5; 
and team number 1 captained 
by E. R. Muncy, Dept. 24-3. 

Tooling Team Tops 
Fabrication 8-7 

The Tooling nine ended the 
Convair league baseball season by 
defeating Fabrication 8-7 in a 
three-game playoff August 3. 
Both are second shift teams. 

Team managers are J. S. Sing¬ 
leton for tooling and B. L. Hol¬ 
land for fabrication. 

Singleton invited any first shift 
team that would like to play 
them to contact him in the tooling 
department. 


135 Tee Off in 
CRA Plant-wide 
Golf Tourney 

One-hundred and thirty-five 
top golfers at Convair-Fort 
Worth teed off between 5:50 a.m. 
and 2 p.m. Saturday in the quali¬ 
fying round of the big plant-wide 
CRA golf tournament. 

Results of the qualifying round 
were not available at Convairiety 
press time. 

At 5:30 p.m. a barbecue dinner 
was held at the CRA Center for 
contestants. 

Those qualifying for the vari¬ 
ous flights will go on to compete 
for prizes until September 11 
and 12. 

Championship and first flight 
will compete on a 72-hole Medal 
Play basis. These flights will 
be composed of the low 40 quali¬ 
fiers and ties. 

At the end of 36 holes, the low 
20 and ties will continue 36 more 
holes to determine the plant 
champion. 

Remaining qualifiers will play 
36 holes to determine the first 
flight winner. 

First 36 holes will be played 
this Saturday and Sunday, Aug. 
28 and 29. The remaining 36 
holes will be played Sept. 11 and 
12. There will be no play on 
Labor Day weekend. 

The remaining flights of 16 
players each will compete at 
match play with one match to 
be played each week. The matches 
may be played at any course and 
at the players choice of time. 

Prizes will be awarded the first 
five finishers in the championship 
flight, first three winners in first 
flight and the winner and runner- 
up in remaining flights. 

Additional details of the tourn¬ 
ament will be published in the 
next issue of Convairiety. 

Club Bowlers 
To Plan Play 

Convair-Fort Worth Manage¬ 
ment Club members will meet 
Friday night (August 27) to 
plan their fall bowling season. 
The meeting will be held at 7 
p.m. at the Bowling Center. 

The league is scheduled to 
start at 6 p.m. Sept. 10 at the 
Bowling Center. 

There will be alleys for 10 five- 
man teams. Minimum and max¬ 
imum team averages will be de¬ 
cided at the meeting on Friday. 

G. E. Symm is secretary of the 
Management Club bowling league 
and J. W. Harpstrite is chairman 
of the bowling league activities. 

All interested Management 
Club members are urged to at¬ 
tend the meeting on Friday. 


Guys and Gals League 
Open Season Sept. 8 

Guys and Gals, only CRA spon¬ 
sored mixed bowling league, will 
get the winter season under 
way at 6:15 September 8 at B & 
R Bowlanes. 

Employees interested in bowl¬ 
ing in this league should sign 
up with Pat Kemode, ext. 2256, 
or Ralph Stelding at ext. 4116. 


Baseball is in store for Convair- 
Fort Worth Management Club 
members for their August meet¬ 
ing. 

They will see the Fort Worth 
Cats play the Dallas Eagles at 
LaGrave Field Friday August 27 
for first shift members. Second 


shift members will attend Satur¬ 
day, August 28. 

Reserved tickets for the game 
will be sold at regular ticket sta¬ 
tions for 50 cents per person. 
Ticket sales will close tomorrow, 
August 26. 

All members were urged to at¬ 
tend. 


To: Whom It May Concern 

From: Tho Teener's Ball Club 

Subject: Trip to Pasedina, Texas 


Wo, the undersigned members of the Teener's Ball Club, 
wish to thank each porson who thru their generous contribution made 
our trip to Pasedina for tho State Play off possible. We aro aware 
that only thru your thoughtfulness and generousity this trip was made. 

As a team wo put forth our very best efforts. Even tho 
we wore handicapped with not having playod day time games previously, 
our only excuse for not winning is "the better team" won. 

We appreciate your confidence and trust in us and hope 
to bo able to live up to all your expectations at a later date. 


TOE TEENER'S 





r 




- \J 


a- ■f 


APPRECIATION—The CRA Teeners wanted to thank Convair em¬ 
ployees for making their trip to Pasadena to play in state playoffs 
possible. Though some words are misspelled, the thought's there. 



AT REST—Rita Schavone takes time out between sets while prac¬ 
ticing for plant-wide tourney now under way. 

60 Tennis Players Enter 
Big Plant-Wide Tourney 

Convair-Fort Worth’s annual 
tennis tournament got under way 
last night with approximately 60 
players entered. 

According to Walter Bradley, 

CRA tennis commissioner, events 
are open in men’s singles, men’s 
doubles, mixed doubles, women’s 
singles and possibly women’s 
doubles. 

Play to determine the plant 
champion promises to be especial¬ 
ly keen this year since last year’s 
champion, Oscar Hood, is no 
longer a tech rep at Convair. 

Top contenders for the crown 
should be Frank Caldarola, Phil 


Mahaffey, Bradley, and a new¬ 
comer to Convair, Gene St. John. 

In the doubles bracket, Sid 
Marks, one of Fort Worth’s top 
players and a former city champ¬ 
ion, teamed with Caldarola and 
the Mahaffey and Bradley duo 
are expected to fight it out in 
the finals. 

All matches will be played at 
the Forest Park Courts between 
6:30 and 10 p.m. Monday through 
Friday. 

Trophies will be awarded in all 
events. 

Bradley invited all tennis fans 
to come and watch the matches. 



CONVAIR CHAMPS—This Little League team, the White Settlement Indians, came out on top 
in recent CRA Little League playoffs. Three other teams were in league. 
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RB-36s and Their Crews Win Laurels in Annual SAC Competition 



STILL WITH US—Though the last production B-36 has been 
delivered to the Air Force, B-36s are still with us at Fort Worth, 
as view of SAM-SAC line above indicates. Planes returning from 


active duty are not entirely as they left factory, however. Many 
carry some novel ins'gnia. Can you count the B-36 tails in photo- 
graph above? 






Shown above are some of 
novel insignia that B-36s are 
wearing when they return to Fort 
Worth for SAM-SAC treatment. 


... JM 


Like Knights' Shields, B-36 Emblems 
Give Clues to Identity and Mission 


AF to Reveal 
Interceptor 
At Air Show 

At least six Convair-built air¬ 
craft are scheduled to take part 
in the National Aircraft Show at 
Dayton, Ohio’s Cox Municipal 
Airport Sept. 4-6. 

The Air Force is planning to 
have an F-102 supersonic inter¬ 
ceptor on static display and to 
have an F-102 fly-by before the 
assembled throngs. In addition, 
the XF-92A, first delta-wing air¬ 
craft, will be on static display. 
Other aircraft slated to appear 
include a C-131A air evacuation 
transport, a T-29 trainer, the XC- 
99 and a GRB-36 (airborne air¬ 
craft carrier), along with its par¬ 
asite F-84F. 

This will be the F-102’s first 
appearance before the public. 





“At my age Daddy, were you a 
swoon boy or the wolf type?” 


Mottoes and emblems found on 
B-36s of the Strategic Air Com¬ 
mand are reminiscent of the 
crests and heraldry on the 
shields of King Arthur’s knights. 
The colorful emblems are much 
in evidence on SAM-SAC air¬ 
planes at Convair Fort Worth. 

Meaning of the insignia for 
Eighth Air Force wings at Cars¬ 
well AF Base, Fort Worth, is 
fairly simple. The Seventh Bomb 
Wing’s motto is in Latin, “Mors 
Ab Alto.” This is translated as 
“Death from Above.” The em¬ 
blem also includes an eagle— 
mightiest of all fighting birds— 
and he’s carrying a bomb. 

The three crosses are emblem¬ 
atic of victorious bombing strikes 
against the Kaiser’s forces in 
World War One. 

The Eleventh Bomb Wing at 
Carswell uses “Progressio Sine 
Timore Aut Praejudicio,” which 
means something like, “I go for¬ 
ward without fear or favor.” The 
shield shows ducks flying in for¬ 
mation. Ducks, of course, do fly 
in formation, as do B-36s upon 
occasion. And ducks certainly 
are among the champions when it 
comes to long-distance missions. 

“Aethera Nobis” is the motto 
of the Sixth Bomb Wing of the 
Eighth Air Force. Literally, this 
means something like “the air for 
us.” Or, a loose translation might 
be “the skies are ours,” although 
what translation the wing uses is 
not known. 

“Sight with Might” is easy 
enough. It’s the motto of 
the Ninety-ninth Reconnaissance 
Wing of the Fifteenth Air Force, 


and the shield is easily apparent, 
as well. The “eye” obviously 
represents a radar scope, the 
lightning coming from the sky is 
symbolic of the plane’s bombing 
capabilities, and the movie film 
wrapped around the globe could 
be interpreted to refer to the 
plane’s reconnaissance capabili¬ 
ties as well as its long-range 
characteristics. 

A simple shield topped with a 
wing-like crest is emblematic of 
the Twenty-eighth Strategic Re¬ 
connaissance Wing of the Eighth 
AF. 

Most meaningful of all, perhaps 
is SAC’s own aircraft emblem, 
which is comparatively new and 
is being put on all B-36s. The 
emblem includes a brilliant blue 
field on which are scores of stars. 


The Convair-Allison Turboliner 
came home to San Diego this 
month for the first time since 
1951 and proved to be the center 
of attraction for two days. 

First turboprop transport built 
in America, the Turboliner made 
a number of 30-minute demon¬ 
stration flights around San 
Diego. Passengers included mem¬ 
bers of the press, radio and tele¬ 
vision, Convair officials and engi¬ 
neers and airline representatives 
assigned to Convair. 

Manufactured at Convair SD 
from a modified Convair-Liner 
I Model 240 airframe, with Allison 


This band circles the nose fuse¬ 
lage, suggesting the B-36s globe¬ 
girdling abilities. 

The mailed fist, of course, re¬ 
fers to SAC’s striking power. 

But the mailed fist holds both 
an olive branch and a bolt of 
lightning. The olive branch his¬ 
torically has been symbolic of 
peace since the story of the dove 
carrying an olive branch to 
Noah’s ark to prophesy the end 
of the flood. 

The bolt of lightning has signi¬ 
fied power since the golden days 
of Greece when the Greeks be¬ 
lieved lightning came from angry 
gods on Mt. Olympus. 

Thus the symbols express 
SAC’s hope for peace—but warn 
of deadly retaliation if the peace 
is broken. 


gas turbine engines, the Turbo¬ 
liner first flew in 1950. Since 
then it has recorded more than 
350 flights including over 225 
engineering test flights. 

Now engaged in an extensive 
cross-country demonstration tour, 
the Turboliner has carried more 
than 1,500 passengers in demon¬ 
stration flights including the 100 
who took part in the two-day 
demonstration at San Diego. 

Now equipped with two Allison 
2,925 horsepower T-38 turboprop 
engines, the Turboliner has a 
maximum speed of 345 miles an 
hour with an average cruising 
speed of 315 miles an hour. 


Turboliner Returns to San Diego 
For Two-Day Stop During U.S. Tour 


Top Planes From 
Six Wings Vie in 
Flying Missions 

RB-36s and their crews 
have done it again — and 
proved they're ready for 
anything! 

For the third successive 
year, they are tops in SAC’s 
annual bombing reconnais¬ 
sance and navigation com¬ 
petition for RB-36s and 
RB-47s. 

Maj. Gen. Francis H. Griswold, 
SAC vice commander, presented 
trophies Aug. 15 to RB-36 and 
RB-47 bomb wings which made 
the best showings in the competi¬ 
tion held recently. 

The P. T. Cullen Award was 
presented to an RB-36 wing, the 
28th Strategic Reconnaissance 
Wing from Ellsworth AFB. It is 
a rotating trophy and is given 
for the highest combined score in 
photo and navigation. 

Only five points behind in the 
close competition was another 
RB-36 wing, the 99th from Fair- 
child AFB. 

Top laurels as the best wing in 
the heavy reconnaissance bomber 
class were taken by the 22-man 
RB - 36 crews representing the 
Fifth Strategic Reconnaissance 
Wing at Travis AFB. 

The 28th Wing came through 
again in the photo phase to cop 
the Richard E. Ellsworth award. 
The Fifth Wing from Travis AFB 
took second place. 

In wing navigation competi¬ 
tion, the 99th Wing made a per¬ 
fect score on celestial navigation 
on the second mission and won 
top honors. The 28th Wing was 
in second place. 

And, again, RB-36 crews stole 
the show by taking first and sec¬ 
ond places in the race for the 
Karl Polifka award. The award 
was presented to the organization 
with the best combined score in 
photo and navigation. The 99th 
Wing won the award for the sec¬ 
ond straight year. 

The 28th Wing copped the 
Merle E. Parks award for crew 
photo reconnaissance and the 99th 
was second. The order was re¬ 
versed in crew navigation compe¬ 
tition. 

Maj. Gen. Robert E. Terrill, 
deputy commander of the 15th 
AF, said of the competition: 

“I have been watching the com¬ 
petition closely and have been 
consistently^ amazed at the scores. 
The very selection of you to be 
here means you are the tops in 
SAC.” 

And General Griswold said: 

“I know now the things I heard 
were true . . . that SAC can truly 
be credited with keeping peace in 
the world.” 

The ceremony climaxed a week 
of activity by 12 crack crews from 
six reconnaissance wings of the 
Second, Eighth and 15th Air 
Forces during the week RB-36s 
and RB-47s competed against 
each other in two missions flown 
to a number of target sites from 
the west coast to Phoenix. 

Each crew was required to solve 
a number of problems in naviga¬ 
tion, accomplish photo, electronic 
and weather reconnaissance, and 
simulate several radar and bomb 
runs. 

During this week, the B-36s 
and B-47s will compete in the 
bombing and navigation phase of 
the competition. 

The purpose of the annual 
event, as stated by Gen. Curtis 
E. LeMay, SAC commander, is: 

“ ... to determine the relative 
capabilities of reconnaissance 
crews and wings and to continue 
the competitive spirit developed 
within the Strategic Air Com¬ 
mand.” 


Convair to Observe 
Labor Day on Sept 6 

All Convair employees will en¬ 
joy a holiday Monday, Sept. 6, in 
honor of Labor Day. 

Only those employees notified 
in advance will be required to 
work. 
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Con-Trib Sign-up Will Start Next Week 


Collections to Start 
In Fix-a-Toy Project 

It’s still 84 days until Christmas. But Convair em¬ 
ployees are waiting no longer to put “Operation: Fix-a- 
Toy” into high gear. I ‘ 


“We’re out to make this the 
biggest Fix-a-Toy operation 
yet,” said E. V. Gish. “And the 
biggest Christmas yet for Fort 
Worth youngsters who wouldn’t 
have much without it.” 

GiSh is general chairman of this 
plant-wide volunteer effort sup¬ 
ported by thousands of Convair 
Fort Worth employees, including 
members of the Convair Manage¬ 
ment Club who coordinate the 
work. Last year Fix-a-Toy gifts 
went to about 3,000 Fort Worth 
children. 

“Everyone in the plant can help 
in one way or another,” said Gish. 
“You can donate discarded toys. 
And you can help with the work 
—whether man or woman, young 
or old. We’ll have a job for every- 


“Quality can’t be ‘inspected’ in¬ 
to these airplanes—any more than 
you can ‘inspect’ quality into a 
second-hand car,” said August C. 
Esenwein, manager. “In either 
case, it’s got to be built-in quali¬ 
ty. Or you haven’t got it.” 

Esenwein reminded employees 
that they can’t afford to jeopar¬ 
dize their Convair quality stand¬ 
ards by passing off as “good 
enough” anything less than the 
best job it’s possible for them to 
do. 

“Our customers won’t take a 
sub-standard product,” he empha¬ 
sized. 

To help employees and foremen 
meet quality standards — before 
inspection—shop quality consult¬ 
ants are being set up in espe¬ 
cially critical areas. The idea is 
to help employees and supervision 
make certain that all work which 
goes to inspectors has no known 
defects. 

Said Esenwein: “We’ve got to 
meet schedules, as I’ve said be¬ 
fore. But that’s not all. Our 
work must not only come out 
right on time, but right in every 
way.” 


start at the plant Monday, Oct. 
19. Fix-a-Toy boxes will be lo¬ 
cated at each employee gate. 

“Bring anything we can repair 
to make a useful toy or play¬ 
thing,” said Gish. 

The project won’t be confined 
to Convair, however. A city-wide 
collection also is planned for 
Saturday and Sunday, Oct. 22 and 
23, by crews under H. L. Tucker 
and W. J. Popov. 

Collections will be directed by 
R. E. Walkington. 

Repair work will get underway 
Oct. 24 in an exhibit building 
south of Will Rogers Coliseum, 
coordinated by E. G. Henderson. 

“We’ll need volunteers,” said 
Gish. “Painting, mechanical re¬ 
pairs, doll making, doll dressing 
—you name it. We’ll have it.” 

(Continued on Page 2) 


Dale R. Connor of Convair Po¬ 
mona was re-elected a national 
director and a zone vice president 
of the National Association of 
Foremen in national convention 
at Fort Worth Sept. 28-30. 

Convair Pomona Management 
Club, in addition, was named sec¬ 
ond place winner in the company 
club division in competition for 
best club programs for education, 
scholarship, civic activities and 
management development. 

It also was first place winner 
in Zone A. 

Convair Fort Worth Manage¬ 
ment Club took the Zone B third 
place in the same competition. 

Gordon R. Parkinson of Kansas 
City was re-elected president. 

Aside from business and im¬ 
provement-type sessions, high¬ 
lights for the more than 1,000 
NAF men and their wives were 
two social events. Convair gave 
a reception at Hotel Texas the 
night of Sept. 28 for all dele- 


Hopkins Named 
'Industrialist 
Of Year' in '55 

John Jay Hopkins, presi¬ 
dent and chairman of the 
board of General Dynamics 
Corporation, has been named 
“Industrialist of the Year.” 

He will receive the 1955 award 
given by the Society of Industrial 
Realtors, Gen. Matthew B. Ridg- 
way, chairman of an impartial 
board which made the selection, 
announced last week. 

The award is given annually 
to an industrialist who has 
made “a most significant con¬ 
tribution to the industrial de¬ 
velopment of North America, in 
the public interest.” 

A foremost exponent of the 
peaceful use of atomic energy and 
the first industrialist to harness 
atomic energy propulsion, Hop¬ 
kins champions the immediate 
commercial development of atomic 
energy on an international basis 
under the leadership of American 
industry. 

“Mr. Hopkins sees the atom 
raising living standards through¬ 
out the friendly, underdeveloped 
areas of the globe, assuring their 
stability and peace,” General 
Ridgway commented. “His bold 
concept is helping to make Ameri¬ 
can policy for the productive use 
of atomic energy.” 

Hopkins was singled out from 
a score of industrial leaders who 
had been nominated by members 
of the society. He is the seventh 
to receive the honor. Preceding 
him were Alfred P. Sloan Jr. in 
1949, Thomas J. Watson in 1950, 
Benjamin F. Fairless in 1951, K. 
T. Keller in 1952, George W. 
Merck in 1953, Frederick Coolidge 
Crawford in 1954. 

The award trophy, a green 
bronze statuette symbolizing in¬ 
dustrial development, will be pre¬ 
sented during the annual award 
banquet Nov. 9 at the Biltmore 
Hotel in New York. 


San Diego Planning 
Birthday Observance 

Convair San Diego, later this 
month, will observe the 20th an¬ 
niversary of the opening of the 
San Diego plant. 

On Oct. 20, it will have been 
20 years since Consolidated Air¬ 
craft officially started operations 
on the coast after moving west 
from Buffalo. 


gates, and the Convair Fort 
Worth Management Club on Sept. 
29 put on a western-style chuck 
wagon barbecue and rodeo at 
Will Rogers Coliseum. 

★ ★ ★ 

Trio Nominated 
For Club Prexy 

Nominations of candidates for 
six Convair Fort Worth Manage¬ 
ment Club offices were announced 
this week by Jack Dye,. chairman 
of the nominating committee. 

Dye also announced that nomi¬ 
nations for all offices are open 
until Oct. 20 and may be made at 
that time at the next meeting of 
the club. 

Candidates for president are: L. C. 
Calhoun, Dept. 27; L. O. Lyte, Dept. 
74 ; and D. H. Curlee, Dept. 29. 

For vice president, first shift: W. L. 
Daniel, Dept. 62; T. D. Neely, Dept. 
24; J. I. Pratt, Dept. 4; G. E. Symm, 

(Continued on Page 2) 



TOPS IN ’55—John Jay Hop¬ 
kins, head of General Dynamics 
Corporation, who last week was 
selected as "Industrialist of Year" 
in *55. 

Nuclear Expert 
Heads Atomic 
Plane Program 

An engineer who has 
worked on atomic power for 
aircraft since the early days 
of efforts in the field this 
week headed Convair Fort 
Worth’s nuclear powered 
aircraft program. 

He’s Andrew Kalitinsky, new 
manager of nuclear research and 
development. His appointment 
was announced by August C. 
Esenwein, FW manager. 

“Mr. Kalitinsky’s job is to head 
the new department which will 
carry through on our program of 
research and development for the 
Air Force in the area of nuclear 
powered aircraft, and to 
strengthen generally Convair Fort 
Worth’s work in this field,” Esen¬ 
wein explained. 

He succeeds Dr. R. N. Little, 
who has returned to the Univer¬ 
sity of Texas. 

Kalitinsky’s experience in the 
aircraft propulsion field dates 
back to 1936, when he earned his 
master’s degree from the Swiss 
Institute of Technology in Zurich, 
Switzerland. 

In March, 1945, he entered the 
U. S. Navy as a lieutenant. Most 
of his service was in Europe, 
where he was a member of a 
Navy technical mission gathering 
(Continued on Page 2) 


Everyone 
Urged to 
Join up 

Faced with more demands 
for more money than ever 
before, Convair Employees’ 
Con-Trib-Club, Inc., will hold 
its annual sign-up campaign 
for all employees next week. 

Goal is $202,495 in pledges 
and 95 per cent participa¬ 
tion. 

“Con-Trib’s way is the easy 
way,” said C-T-C President Au¬ 
gust C. Esenwein. “An over¬ 
whelming majority of all Convair 
employees already know this — 
and act accordingly. 

“This year, we hope they’ll 
not only sign up. We hope 
they’ll also encourage non¬ 
members to join. When every¬ 
one joins, it’s no burden on 
anyone.” 

All employees will be contacted 
by foremen and supervisors be¬ 
ginning Monday. Each will be 
urged to join Con - Trib - Club. 
Signers agree to small paycheck 


(Complete C-T-C budget de¬ 
tails will be found on page 8, 
along with other information 
on C-T-C and United Fund.) 


deductions throughout the fiscal 
year, Dec. 1, 1955, through Nov. 
30, 1956. 

Funds will be spread among the 
43 youth and welfare agencies of 
the United Fund of Fort Worth 
and Tarrant County, other outside 
welfare programs C-T-C supports, 
and the Emergency Aid Fund for 
help to financially distressed Con¬ 
vair families. 

Campaign goal of $202,495 is 
higher than the $194,600 pledged 
last year. 

“Biggest reason for this,” said 
Esenwein, “is the 6.27 per cent 
increase in the United Fund bud¬ 
get.” 

As a result, C-T-C plans to in¬ 
crease its allocation to United 
Fund—if funds come in. The allo¬ 
cation would be raised from $121,- 
(Continued on Page 2) 


National Airlines 
Orders Six 440s 

Orders for the new Model 440 
commercial transport being built 
at San Diego have climbed to 52 
with the addition of an order for 
six placed last week by National 
Airlines. 



FIRST TF-I02A—Shown in foreground soon after it was rolled 
out of factory at San Diego is fyst TF-I02A, combat proficiency 
trainer for F-I02A. Nose sections for this side-by-side version are 
built at Fort Worth and shipped to coast for mating. Though built 
for dual control training, in emergency TF-I02A could be diverted 
to fully tactical combat missions. 


one!” 

Collection of discarded toys will 



■ 

Let’s 
Make 
That 
DATE 
With 
The 

B-58 


GO—Shirley Ballew, Dept. 24 employee at Convair Fort Worth, 
smiles prettily at the idea of "making a date with the B-58." She 

f >oses with one of many posters throughout the plant with "green 
ight" showing, go-ahead for B-58 supersonic bomber work. 

Importance of Quality 
In Products Stressed 

Right on time. Right every time. Right every way. 
That is the aim of a quality reminder to all Convair 
people this week, especially production men and women on 
the B-58, the B-52 and the TF-102. 


Convair Management Clubs Win 
Awards at National Convention 
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F. L. CALDAROIA C. S. EDMISTON 

Dept. 6 Dept. 6 

Service Emblems 

FORT WORTH 

The following Service Emblems are 
due during the period Oct. 1 through 
Oct. 10: 

Twenty-year: Dept. 6, R. H. Schwarz. 
Fifteen-year: Dept. 6, F. L. Caldarola, 
W. H. Crow, W. C. Dietz, C. S. Edmis- 
ton, J. E. Pace Jr.; Dept. 17, G. G. 
Stogsdill;. Dept. 27, T. E. Hoffman; 
Dept. 28, E. Kinch ; Dept. 74, J. T. 
Bednarz, W. W. Cooper. 

Ten-year: Dept. 4, B. R. Pewitt; 
Dept. 5, P. L. Ondo; Dept. 6, W. A. 
Bratton Jr. ; Dept. 7, D. O. Johnson ; 
Dept. 20, T. M. Douglas; Dept. 25, M. 

S. Biggar; Dept. 30, G. H. Russell. 

Dept. 41, H. McBride, J. G. White; 

Dept. 42, M. W. Harper ; Dept. 64, O. J. 
Cooper, R. J. Thompson ; Dept. 75, H. 

L. Watson; Dept. 81. C. A. Garrett, A. 

D. Taube; Dept. 82, R. T. Buntyn ; Dept. 
91, W. O. Fuller; Dept. 93, H. O. Story. 

Five-year: Dept. 3, H. C. Anderson, 

M. D. Myers, C. B. Overstreet, M. C. 
Thompson ; Dept. 4, P. A. Beck, O. B. 
Cullins, J. P. Ferguson, W. C. Hutcher¬ 
son, J. J. Knebles, D. J. Lee, B. A. 
Merrick, J. F. Parker Jr., R. L. Stokes, 
W. T. Talley Jr., L. C. Warrington, H. 

L. Watts, W. W. Westbrook. 

Dept. 6, E. L. Anderson, A. A. At- 
keison, S. A. Barron, S. B. Dunkelberg, 

G. B. Garner Jr., J. T. Gibson, M. C. 
Huggins, A. L. James, I. D. Keener, B. 
C. Reeves, J. W. Swain, M. M. Turmes, 
W. M. Walker, H. J. Winston Jr. 

Dept. 9, J. T. Jordan ; Dept. 10, K. C. 
Sandlin ; Dept. 11, M. R. Cantwell, D. S. 
Pewitt, R. J. Rigdon ; Dept. 14, J. J. 
Chadwick. 

Dept. 15, C. Cantwell, E. L. Gosney, 

G. B. Harris, A. J. Morris, J. G. Os¬ 
wald Jr.; Dept. 17, B. Little; Ddpt. 18, 
J. W. Bessire; Dept. 19, G. G. Brecken- 
ridge, A. Rozina. 

Dept. 20, A. L. Andreson, J. B. El¬ 
liott Jr., H. L. Goodson, J. W. Hall, W. 

A. Lott, C. D. Sloan, O. W. Turner; 
Dept. 22, M. Bargas, J. M. Bridges, D. 
C. Daniel, E. B. Earp Jr., R. E. Emer¬ 
son, F. Javarone. 

B. D. Johnson, M. Johnson, G. V. 
Kennedy, L. E. Norwood, R. E. Poling, 
J. F. Roberts, H. H. Sanders, B. I). 
Smith, E. A. Smith, Y. T. Taylor, R. S. 
Thames, B. G. Thomas. 

Dept. 24, R. A. Ellis, L. J. Green, J. 

T. Lawrence, G. Mesa, B. S. Ross, A. A. 
Shelly; Dept. 25, H. F. Allen, A. C. 
Crayton, H. W. Daniels, W. Evans, J. 
T. Hairston, O. Haliburton, F. Hudson, 

H. C. Jones, C. E. Locker, J. D. Mc¬ 
Farland, V. K. Reeser, J. T. Robins, C. 
Rubell, E. J. Scott, B. Stansberry, M. 

C. Whitworth. 

Dept. 27, F. X. Howe, S. D. Loyd; 
Dept. 28, L. L. Morgan; Dept. 29, D. K. 
Cato, H. H. Greene; Dept. 30, A. M. 
Knight, H. F. Tyus, M. D. Wright. 

Dept. 31, F. T. Baxter, R. W. Graber, 
J. C. Hughes, F. Montoya, C. P. Moore, 
W. E. Pierce, F. A. Upchurch, J. T. 
Watkins, F. C. Wilks; Dept. 48, A. M. 
Forester. 

Dept. 74, R. M. Burns Jr., C. E. 
Emswiler, V. Jean, V. D. Rcthcrford, J. 
G. Yarnell ; Dept. 75, F. J. Fowler, B. 
C. Golden Jr., E. W. Kendall Jr., J. 

M. Rodriguez; Dept. 77, D. H. Ander¬ 
son. 

Dept. 81, J. W. Hendricks, C. E. Hos- 
sack, E. C. Sanders, E. W. Sowards, A. 

E. Titus, G. E. Wilks, A. D. William¬ 
son ; Dept. 82, B. L. Hunt, H. M. Jeter, 
R. G. Kimbell, C. D. Kirk, J. W. Mor¬ 
gan ; Dept. 93, F. E. Burch, C. Porter; 
Dept. 95, S. B. Benjamin ; Dept. 96, T. 

B. Sparkman, J. W. Wood. 

Births 

FORT WORTH 


T. E. HOFFMAN W. H. CROW 
Dept. 27 Dept. 6 


Promotions 

FORT WORTH 

Promotions to and within supervision, 
professional and administrative effective 
Sept. 21 are: 

Dept. 4, Material: to product change 
analyst, C. B. Anderson ; to receiving 
and stores assistant foreman, F. H. 
Jones; to material liaison man, C. L. 
Passmore. 

Dept. 6, Engineering: to senior pro¬ 
pulsion engineer, R. D. Allan ; to re¬ 
search metallurgist, J. C. Batteiger; to 
structures engineer, J. O. Bean Jr., W. 
E. McLauchlin ; to senior field engineer, 

A. H. Chura, H. R. Bissell; to project 
design engineer, A. Brown, A. G. Cear- 
ley, G. P. Dawson, W. F. Hoyler, L. S. 
Orrick, H. D. Stevens. 

To nuclear engineer, P. H. Edwards, 
C. E. Humphries ; to senior design engi¬ 
neer, R. H. Geckler; to senior chemist, 
E. L. Gray; to test engineer, L. G. 
Henry, B. G. Lackland ; to project aero¬ 
dynamics engineer, P. W. Hill; to aero- 
physics engineer, A. W. Ivy, J. E. 
Voider. 

To group engineer, E. E. James Jr. ; 
to engineering publications editor, H. E. 
Kincaid ; to senior test engineer, W. G. 
Prather Jr., G. Thomson ; to senior 
structures engineer, D. M. Ullevig; to 
senior aerodynamics engineer, C. Wilker- 
son Jr. 

Dept. 7, Factory and Tooling Manage¬ 
ment: to modernization representative, 
T. L. Horn Jr. ; to development project 
liaison man, L. Van Zanten. 

Dept. 8, Industrial Engineering: to 
manufacturing engineer A, E. J. Fergu¬ 
son. D. W. Hoke Jr. 

Dept. 14, Tool Service: to foreman, O. 
M. LaBaume; to assistant foreman, J. 

E. Patty. 

Dept. 16, Nuclear Research and Devel¬ 
opment : to nuclear administration super¬ 
visor, W. C. DeLorme Jr. ; to chief of 
radiation effects research, Dr. H. R. 
Dvorak ; to chief of nuclear operation, 
R. L. Lemmon; assistant manager. Dr. 

B. P. Leonard Jr. ; to nuclear manufac¬ 
turing support superintendent, D. P. 
Wood. 

Dept. 22, Manufacturing Control: to 
manufacturing control assistant fore¬ 
man, A. J. Ford Jr., B. G. Gosnell, C. 
Kelley, C. W. Pennington; to master 
scheduler, R. B. Longerbeam. 

Dept. 24, Tooling: to tooling analyst, 
H. T. Hallmark, G. L. Harding, C. R. 
Nunley, C. W. Shackelford Jr., H. E. 
Spencer; to inspection supervisor, A. B. 
McKinney, W. D. Nichols, D. H. Spann. 

Dept. 28, Process Control: to metal¬ 
lurgist, U. H. Livingston. 

Dept. 31, Metal Forming: to assistant 
foreman, J. D. Flowers, W. D. Hobbe. 

Dept. 81, Tool Room and Fixtures: to 
tool manufacturing assistant foreman, 

F. O. Albert, D. P. Boydston, E. A. 
Ewell, R. R. Hall, R. M. Plunk, H. M. 
Ruby, J. R. Thomas, E. C. West; to as¬ 
sistant general foreman, O. Stephens; 
to tool manufacturing foreman, A. D. 
Miller. 

Dept. 82, Pattern Shop: to tool manu¬ 
facturing foreman, R. G. Lane; to tool 
manufacturing assistant foreman, W. D. 
White. 

Dept. 96, Special Modifications: to 
foreman, R. W. Braswell; to assistant 
foreman, H. T. Hargis, A. J. James, V. 
J. Lombardi, N. D. Marshall. 


Con-Trib to Start 
Ssgn-up Campaign 

(Continued from Page 1) 

693 last year to $129,323 this 
year. 

Allocations to other programs 
are the same, except for increases 
to the Foundation for Visually 
Handicapped Children and Chil¬ 
dren’s Opportunity Center (for 
mentally handicapped children), 
and the Convair Erne •g'mey Aid 
Fund. Allocations are all subject 
to actual collections. 

The United Fund budget in¬ 
crease, C-T-C board members said, 
was caused by two factors: in¬ 
creased costs of supplying serv¬ 
ices, and increased demands due 
to an increased population. 

In advance of the drive, Esen- 
wein announced a series of con¬ 
ferences for all members of sup¬ 
ervision. Leaders will be members 
of management and C-T-C board 
members. 

Esenwein also will give a com¬ 
plete run-down on the campaign 
before the division operating 
council of department heads to¬ 
morrow (Thursday, Oct. 6). 


Awards 

FORT WORTH 

The following received Employee Sug¬ 
gestion awards totaling $280.07 for the 
period ending Sept. 22: 

Dept. 4, Material: J. L. Burton, W. 
H. Duck, F. J. Hill. 

Dept. 15, Industrial Security: C. Cant¬ 
well. 

Dept. 24, Tooling: J. H. Sparks III. 
Dept. 27, Inspection Production: J. B. 
Woodrum. 

Dept. 81, Tool Room and Fixtures: C. 
T. Driver. 

Dept. 95, Modernization Service: Fred 
Spearman. 

Personals 

FORT WORTH 

We wish to thank fellow Convair em¬ 
ployees for the many fine words of 
sympathy and expression of love given 
our famity in the recent loss of our son, 
Major H. M. Roberts. 

B. E. Roberts and family 
Dept. 27. 

Deaths 

FORT WORTH 

OLDHAM—Clarence Frank, 36, died 
Sept. 21. He was an electronics techni¬ 
cian. There are no known survivors. 
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Calif., Logan Jenkins, editor. 


Special Classes 
To Start Soon 
In FW Plant 

Convair Fort Worth employees 
may study the technics of clear 
writing, how to make a speech, 
beginning or advanced shorthand 
and a variety of other subjects 
this fall through special courses 
offered by the training section. 

Two classes in industrial speaking 
technics will be offered with L. H. Allen, 
Dept. 24, a« instructor. An organization¬ 
al meeting will be held at 4 p.m. to¬ 
morrow, Oct. 6, for 7 to 3:45 shift 
employees in Room 3. A meeting for 8 
to 4:45 shift employees will be held Oct. 
10 in Room 2. Cost is $8 for the 32- 
hour course. 

Technics of clear writing will be 
taught by C. M. Schmidt, of engineer¬ 
ing. Class will meet from 5 to 8 p.m. 
each Tuesday in Room 3. 

Classes in beginning and advanced 
shorthand will also be offered. Mrs. 
Oressa Smith will teach the beginning 
class. First meeting will be at 5 p.m. 
Oct. 10 in Room 3. Class will meet from 
5 to 7 p.m. each Monday and Wednes¬ 
day. Cost is 810 for the 40-hour course. 

Mrs. Audra Kezer will teach advanced 
shorthand. This will meet from 5 to 7 
p.m. each Monday and Wednesday in 
Room 6. Cost is $10 for the 40-hour 
course. 

Technical courses offered this semester 
are advanced aircraft drafting for second 
shift employees; blueprint reading, and 
tool and operation planning for first 
and second shift employees. 

The drafting course will meet at 11:30 
a.m. Oct. 10 in room 114. W. A. Page 
will instruct for the class meeting from 
11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. each Monday 
and Wednesday. 

Both blueprint reading and tool and 
operation planning classes will be held 
at Technical Institute. Class in blueprint 
reading will meet from 7 to 10 p.m. 
Monday and Wednesday. Cost is $9 for 
the 60-hour course. 

Tool and operation planning instruction 
will be given on Monday and Wednesday 
for first shift employees and Wednesday 
and Friday for second shift. 

Additional information is available from 
Jess Butts, ext. 5245 or 5188, or in the 
training section at Col. 48 C on the 
mezz. 


t,oy Seek £h tried 


All those pictured below are new 15-year men at Convair Fort 
Worth, with the exception of R. H. Schwarz, who recently received 
his 20-year emblem. 


R. H. SCHWARZ W. C. DIETZ E. KINCH J. E. PACE, JR. 

Dept. 6 Dept. 6 Dept. 28 Dept. 6 


J. T. BEDNARZ W. W. COOPER G. G. STOGSDILL R. G. BRYDEN 
Dept. 74 Dept. 74 Dept. 17 Dept. 64 


GREEN—Daughter, Kathleene Juanita, 
6 lbs. 6 oz., born Sept. 16 to Mr. and 
Mrs. L. L. Green, Dept. 92. 

GRISHAM—Son, Terrance Alan, 7 lbs. 
13 oz., born Sept. 17 to Mr. and Mrs. G. 
A. Grisham, Dept. 6-3. 

DAINGERFIELD 

EDENFIELD—Son, Mark Emmett, 7 
lbs, 4 oz., born Sept. 14 to Mr. and Mrs. 
E. E. Edenfield Jr., Dept. 1. 


Approximate current total circulation, 45,000. News items and letters to the 
editor are solicited, but no advertising can be accepted. 

SD Editorial Offices, Building 32, Plant 1, ext. 1071. Staff: Bryan Weicker- 
sheimmer, news editor; Grayce Fath. 

FW Editorial Offices, Col. 71-C. Ext. 5290. Mailing address: Convairiety, Con¬ 
vair, Fort Worth, Texas. Telephone SUnset-7311. Staff: Bob Vollmer, news editor; 
Sally House. 

Pomona Editorial Offices, Room K-222, Bldg. 2, ext. 6226, mail zone 3-8. Staff: 
James Combs Jr., news editor; Elizabeth McCuistion. 


Kalitinsky to Head Atom 
Airplane Program at FW 


(Continued from Page 1) 
results of earlier German scien¬ 
tific work in turbojet and rocket 
propulsion. 

From 1946 to 1950 he was 
chief engineer of the nuclear 
energy propulsion for aircraft 
project of the Fairchild Engine 
and Airline Corporation at Oak 
Ridge, Tenn. 

In 1949, Kalitinsky won the 
Manly Memorial Medal from the 
Society of Automotive Engineers 
for his paper on “Atomic Power 
and Aircraft Propulsion.” He is 
one of the youngest men ever to 
win the award. The awards honor 
the late Charles Matthews Manly, 
aircraft engine pioneer, and they 
constitute a capsule history of 



NUCLEAR HEAD — Andrew 


Kalitinsky, recently named manag¬ 
er of nuclear research and devel¬ 
opment at Convair Fort Worth. 


progress in aircraft propulsion. 

Kalitinsky in 1950 became man¬ 
ager of special projects for the 

M. W. Kellogg Co. at Jersey City, 

N. J. There his work for five 
years dealt largely with rocket 
propulsion. 

From 1949 through 1952, he 
served at the same time as a 
member of the United States Air 
Force scientific advisory board. 

When he first came to this 
country, he was a research asso¬ 
ciate at Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology, after which he 
served for four years as a con¬ 
sulting engineer for Pratt and 
Whitney Aircraft Division of 
United Aircraft Corporation. 

Kalitinsky is 40 years old and 
is married and the father of one 
child, Sylvia, 10. He plans to 
bring his family from Orange, 
N. J., as soon as possible. 

FW Flx-a-Toy 
Project Nears 

(Continued from Page 1) 

Volunteers may turn in their 
names to F. F. Gignilliat at ext. 
4106 or 4228. 

Families with children who 
would appreciate Fix-a-Toy bas¬ 
kets will be listed by the distribu¬ 
tion committee headed by A. E. 
Northcott. Employees with nomi¬ 
nations for the list may give them 
to J. R. Shuter at ext. 6135, or 
J. P. Crabb, ext. 6107 or 2261. 
Names will be checked to reduce 
duplications. 


Convair 'West Forty' Plowed up 
In Parking Lot Rejuvenation 


(For picture, see page 5.) 

It may look like farming these 
days on Convair Fort Worth’s 
“west 40,” but it is really the 
start of a parking lot “rejuvena¬ 
tion” now under way. 

New surfaces—smooth and rut- 
free—are due soon for two lots. 

Work has already started on the 
west lot. Next will be a job on 
the north lot near the cafeteria 
gate and hangar building. 

Work is being done by outside 
construction crews under super¬ 
vision of Convair’s plant engineer¬ 
ing department. 

Resurfacing of the west lot is 
scheduled to be completed some¬ 
time this week. After that, work 
will begin on the north lot—a 
little bit at a time. 

“We can’t close the whole lot 
at one time,” said Frank Hart¬ 
man, of plant engineering. “So it 
may seem like a long time to 
wind it up.” 

Actually the work is fairly 
speedy. But some things—like 
curing newly spread asphalt— 
can’t be rushed. 

New wood bumpers will be 
placed on the lot. Spaces will be 
divided with white plastic mark¬ 
ers. All parking will be at a 45- 
degree angle. 


“This is the way the lots were 
originally designed,” said Hart¬ 
man. “Through the years employ¬ 
ees have quit parking that way. 
With the areas marked off for 
individual parking spaces, we 
hope they’ll go back to 45-degree 
parking. 

“The spaces are easier to get 
into, easier to get out of. And 
traffic will clear out just that 
much quicker.” 

Three Running For 
Presidency of Club 

(Continued from Page 1) 

Dept. 27. Second shift: T. B. Mansker, 
Dept. 7 ; I. J. Smith, Dept. 75; U. L. 
Tidwell, Dept. 22 ; C. D. Statum, Dept. 
19. 

Corresponding: secretary candidates are: 
M. H. Holloway, Dept. 2; R. P. Cozad, 
Dept. 6; T. G. Croft. Dept 3; F. Wahl, 
Dept. 30. For recording: secretary: P. 
H. Billman, Dept. 6; J. B. Allredge, 
Dept. 11 ; K. H. Dunn, Dept. 17. 

C. H. Buse, Dept. 19 ; M. R. A. 
Grant. Dept. 10 ; R. P. Curry, Dept. 
19 ; B. W. Kahla, Dept. 8; are candi¬ 
dates for treasurer. 

Nominated for the Board of Control 
are: L. R. Gant, Dept. 6; L. R. Par- 
vin, Dept. 63; G. A. Frazier, Dept. 
14 ; F. E. Williams, Dept. 73 ; M. M. 
Jackson, *Dept. 75 ; H. J. Lee, Dept. 24 ; 
W. S. Steck, Dept. 27; J. H. Short, 
Dept. 93; J. A. Kerr, Dept. 6; C. J. 
Keith, Dept. 64; D. B. Kelty, Dept. 7; 
B. C. Simmons, Dept. 9 ; J. L. Coburn, 
Dept. 27. Five will be elected. 

Elections will be held about 
Nov. 20. Voting will be by ballot. 



GET ACQUAINTED—These Management Club members from 
four different Convair divisions met for first time at NAF con¬ 
vention in Fort Worth. Left to right: S. J. Middleton, FW club 
president; Noble Moore, industrial relations manager at Daing,er- 
field; R. H. Stevens, Pomona club vice president; Bob Elo, president 
of SD club. 
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Parade in FW Fire Week 


Convair Crash Truck to 


EARLY AND LATE—When new ones are complete, there will be rows and rows of such bonding 
fixtures as these at Convair Fort Worth. In foreground are earlier types that build sandwich panels 
for B-58; in background are newer types, designed and built at Fort Worth. 


New Type Bond Fixtures 
Building Panels For B-58 


New king-sized “toasters” will 
soon be turning out piping hot 
“sandwiches” to “feed” Convair 
Fort Worth's B-58 assembly de¬ 
partments. 

The “sandwiches” are metal 
panels which go to make up the 
wing, fuselage and other com¬ 
ponents of the supersonic B-58 
bomber. Each sandwich panel is 
made up of two sheets of metal. 
Between them is the core: in most 
cases, honeycomb-like aluminum. 

The job of the “toasters” is to 
put these pieces together— to 
bond them—in such a way as to 
make sure they don't come apart, 
wrinkle or warp. 


BUILDERS—Photos from top: 
G. E. Trammell and T. C. Caylor 
of Convair FW drill holes in alum¬ 
inum platens, part of king-size job 
of building new bonding fixtures; 
J. W. Hooper and E. L. King 
drill holes for pins that hold plat¬ 
ens together; A. I. Standridge 
helps install fixture. 


Sudden Attack Fatal 
For FW Engineer 

R. G. Peck of Convair Fort 
Worth engineering department's 
aerodynamics group died Sept. 16 
after a sudden brain hemorrhage. 

Peck, 31, had been notified that 
day of his promotion to project 
engineer. After dinner at home, 
he suddenly lost consciousness. 
He died shortly after at a hospi¬ 
tal. Survivors are his wife and 
two-year-old daughter, and his 
parents in Ogden, Utah. 


Technically, the new machines 
to do this job are known as 
heavyweight bonding fixtures. 
It's their job to join the pieces 
together so that they're nearly as 
inseparable as one solid piece. 

They achieve this result by 
doing two things at the same 
time: they squeeze the pieces 
together under great pressure 
(up to 200 pounds per square 
inch) and they bake them at 
high temperature (up to 350 de¬ 
grees F). 

Why not use a solid piece in 
the first place? The answer is: 
weight. 

Solid pieces of metal strong 
enough to stand the beating they 
get when an airplane flies faster 
than the speed of sound would be 
so heavy that the plane would fly 
like an injured duck—if at all. 
The sandwich panels are much 
lighter. And they're also strong 
enough, while at the same time 
having other advantages. 

When Convair went into the 
B-58 program, engineers found 
early that only sandwich panels 
were the answer. Designing them 
was one thing. Building them in 
production numbers was another. 

“We found that there just 
wasn’t anything in the plant 
that could do the job,” said 
W. H. Drebing, of tooling de¬ 
partment’s manufacturing re¬ 
search and development section. 
“So we decided to design, de¬ 
velop and build our own.” 
Manufacturing research men 
put in many hours before the 
final design was developed. 

For the jaws they needed a 
metal that could withstand the 
changes in temperature. Kirksite 
and steel were discarded in favor 
of aluminum. For heat they tried 
hot salts, hot oil and electricity. 

“Steam proved the best,” G. R. 
Gordon, assistant chief tool engi¬ 
neer at FW, explained. “And the 
least expensive.” 

Convair FW already had three 
small bonding fixtures. To these 
have been added 12 more, larger 
and improved, and four more are 
still in the making. 

“The castings were made out¬ 
side, but everything else was 
made right here in our tool 
shop,” Gordon continued. 
“Wherever possible we used 
materials aready on hand, espe- 
pecially materials salvaged 
from B-36 tooling.” 

Tooling estimates it would have 
cost three times as much had the 
fixtures been built elsewhere. 

The largest of the new fixtures 
weighs about 35 tons; the small¬ 
est weighs in at 17 tons. Basi¬ 
cally, they are made up of a 
heavy steel framework that holds 
two steel “jaws” capable of mov¬ 
ing up and down. The jaws sup¬ 
ply the pressure and also trans¬ 
mit the heat in a single opera¬ 
tion. 

Sandwich panels made thusly 
come in all shapes, sizes and de¬ 
scriptions. Some are simple, flat, 
rectangular pieces from half an 
inch to five inches thick. Others 
are more complicated curved 
pieces. All can be easily joined 
together with other pieces as re¬ 
quired. 


Tooling Depts. 

Set Safe Mark 

More than 12 million safe man¬ 
hours . . . 

That was the impressive record 
set this month by tooling depart¬ 
ments at Convair Fort Worth. 
The departments are 24, tooling; 
and three tool manufacturing de¬ 
partments, 14, tool service; 81, 
tool room and fixtures, and 82, 
pattern shop. 

Although Dept. 24 is not a 
factory department, it leads the 
list with 6,732,134 manhours 
worked since its last disabling 
injury. Dept. 14 has chalked up 
almost eight years since its last 
disabling injury for a total of 
3,461,970 manhours. Dept. 81 has 
1,043,638 and Dept. 82, 2,435,808 
manhours without a disabling in¬ 
jury. 

Factory plant champion is still 
Dept. 73, electrical bench. Em¬ 
ployees have worked more than 
five million manhours without a 
disabling injury. 

“Employees in these depart¬ 
ments are certainly to be con¬ 
gratulated for their outstanding 
records,” said Fred Temple, safe¬ 
ty engineering supervisor. “We 
hope we have several more to add 
to the list before the year's over.” 


Bow-loader East For 
Evaluation Testing 

The first Convair R3Y Trade- 
wind to leave San Diego has 
returned to the coast after com¬ 
pleting six months of evaluation 
testing by the U.S. Navy at Pa¬ 
tuxent, Md. The same Navy crew 
that delivered the ship to San 
Diego flew back another R3Y, 
this time a bow-loader, to begin 
another series of tests on this 
type transport. 


A Convair crash truck and a 
number of Convair employees will 
take part Oct. 7 in Fort Worth's 
first “Fire Prevention Week” pa¬ 
rade through the downtown dis¬ 
trict. 

“That doesn't mean, however, 
that Convair will be left unpro¬ 
tected,” said C. H. Jones, chief of 
the Convair FW fire department. 
“We'll still have plenty of other 
fire and crash trucks standing by 
for any emergency.” 

Besides the parade, a special 
exhibit of different types of fire 


Also prominent in fire pre¬ 
vention activities at Fort Worth 
is Mason Lankford, a process 
control analyst at Convair dur¬ 
ing the work day but president 
of the Tarrant County Volun¬ 
teer Firefighters and county 
fire marshal during other hours. 

The volunteer group is the 
second largest in Texas—800 
members in 27 departments. 
Their mutual aid fire radio 
system—worth $54,000—is the 
country's largest. For pictures, 
see page 5. 


extinguishers will be on display 
in the plant at the 50-foot aisle 
Oct. 9-15, National Fire Preven¬ 
tion Week. 

“But fire prevention is not just 
a ‘one week out of the year' af¬ 
fair,” said Jones. “It's got to be 
a day by day thing. Both on our 
jobs and at home.” 

Jones pointed out that this 
year $398,929,000 worth of mate¬ 
rial and property was lost by fire. 
And that figure takes no account 
of deaths. 

“Convair has a good record in 
fire prevention. We want to keep 
it that way,” said Jones. “If an 
employee sees a possible fire haz¬ 


ard in the plant, he's urged to 
report it to a supervisor. Then 
we can keep check on any condi¬ 
tion that might lead to a fire.” 

Jones also pointed out that un¬ 
safe conditions may exist in em¬ 
ployees' homes. Employees were 
urged to look for possible fire 
hazards—accumulation of junk or 
rags, faulty wiring, leaky stoves 
or furnaces. 

★ ★ ★ 

Fire Safety Talk 
Scheduled For TV 

R. Y. Lane, of safety engineer¬ 
ing section, will give Fort Worth 
TV viewers an inside look at fire 
prevention at Convair Fort Worth. 

Lane will demonstrate his 
safety talk &t 12:30 p.m. Oct. 8 
on the farm program over 
WBAP-TV. And again on Oct. 13, 
Lane will have a 30-minute spot 
on Margaret McDonald's show 
viewed from 11 a.m. to noon over 
the same channel. 

The demonstration shows how 
fireS can start by static elec¬ 
tricity, chemicals and spontaneous 
combustion. Lane does his talk 
with the aid of miniature planes 
and figures. 

★ ★ ★ 

Temple to Talk on 
Safety With Fuels 

A seminar on safe handling of 
fuels for aircraft, rockets and 
missiles will be led at Chicago 
Oct. 18 by Fred R. Temple, safety 
engineering supervisor at Convair 
Fort Worth. 

Temple, as general chairman of 
the aeronautical industries sec¬ 
tion, will lead the discussion at 
the National Safety Congress held 
each year by the National Safety 
Council. 


Polio Sufferer, 8 , Gets Membership 
In Convair Club s Explorer Unit 


(For picture, see page 5.) 

Kenny Frederick is only eight, 
but he's an honorary member of 
the Boy Scout Air Explorer 
Squadron — something no other 
eight-year-old can claim. 

Minimum age for the squad 
is 12. Kenny made it earlier 
because he's “such a terrific 
guy.” 

The spunky youngster is a polio 
patient at Peter Smith Hospital 
in Fort Worth. (The polio ward, 
one of the finest in the state, is 
equipped with funds supplied 
partly by Convair Employees 
Con-Trib-Club at Fort Worth.) 

Milt Stewart, a C-T-C board 
member, met Kenny on one of his 
frequent visits to the ward. 

He got Kenny interested in 


New Lifting Device Perfected 
For Picking up Aluminum Stock 


A new lifting device that han¬ 
dles 800-pound sheets of stock 
aluminum alloy as easily as play¬ 
ing cards has been perfected at 
Convair San Diego. 

Designed by Merle Stevens of 
plant engineering’s mechanical 
design section, the device was 
built by maintenance crews at 
Plant 2. The original idea for the 
device was submitted in the form 
of an Employee Suggestion by 
Floyd Newton of Dept. 14. 

“Certain equipment of this 
type was available on the mar¬ 
ket but was either too big or 
too bulky for our use,” Stevens 
said. “Too, we were able to save 
several thousand dollars by 
building our own.” 

Twelve suction cups suspended 
from a framework of steel com¬ 
pose the unit. Air is forced into 
and out of these cups through a 
central control panel at one end. 
Each cup is independent of the 
other, adding an extra safety 
factor in case one or more should 
fail. While designed for a five-ton 
capacity load, the device is used 
on a much smaller scale so that 
the 400-pound lifting potential 
of each cup is never fully used. 
Sheet aluminum as large as 


96 inches wide and 250 inches 
long with a thickness of 5/16ths 
of an inch are now handled. They 
can be moved from one spot to 
another, loaded or unloaded, sus¬ 
pended or turned in mid-air for 
necessary inspection. 

The unit and its load are moved 
about by an overhead crane. 


aviation. Now he has pictures of 
airplanes galore around his bed. 
And a blue cadet cap with the 
squadron's official insignia. Not 
to mention a scroll entitling him 
to all privileges of the squadron 
sponsored by the Convair Fort 
Worth Management Club. 

Management Club members rig¬ 
ged a special ceremony for 
Kenny. 


Oct. 20 'Sports Night' 
For Management Club 

Oct. 20 will be “sports night” 
for Convair Fort Worth Manage¬ 
ment Club members, according to 
L. C. Calhoun, program chairman. 
A color film, “Highlights of the 

1954 Southwest Conference Foot¬ 
ball Games,” and another on the 

1955 Indianapolis Speedway Races 
will be shown. 

Special guests will be Davey 
O’Brien, .TCU football great; Abe 
Martin and Dutch Meyer, present 
and former TCU football coaches; 
and I. B. Hale, chief of industrial 
security and former grid star. 

"The meeting will get under way 
at 6 p.m. at Ridglea Country 
Club. Tickets will be on sale at 
regular ticket stations from Oct. 
5 through noon Oct. 17. 


COMING UP—Henry Clouts of SD Dept. 14, in foreground, and 
George Mills of Dept. 25 try out new lifting device at San Diego. 
It handles 800-pound burdens of stock aluminum alloy with ease. 
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OFF ON A PACK TRIP—Photos illustrate a three-day pack trip from Meling 
ranch, made by two SD couples, Mr. and Mrs. Bob Hermann (of Depts. I I and 9) 
and Mr. and Mrs. Bryan Weickersheimmer (of Depts. 9 and 1-32). Hermann took the 
pictures. Top left, station wagon is being loaded at ranch. Top center, rendezvous 


with guide and mounts on road. Top right, heading up the rocky route. Lower left, 
arrival at campsite in high pines, unloading mules, after five hours in saddle. Lower 
center, girls at campfire. Lower right, beside mountain stream. Trout arc small, but 
easy to catch. 


First of Several Canadair Engineers 
Starts Two-Year 'Visit' at Pomona 


Pack Trips, Fishing and Hunting Lure 
Adventurous Below Mexican Border 


Within the last few months 
more than 100 Convair SD folk 
have trekked deep into Baja Cali¬ 
fornia for a taste of the outdoors, 
Mexican style. 

Destination is the Meling 
ranch, some 150 miles south of 
Tijuana and about 35 miles in¬ 
land, where San Diego CRA has 
arranged for low rate ranch 
house and pack trip facilities for 
a limited number of guests. 

It is a working cattle ranch, 
owned by Salvador and Alberta 
Meling, pioneer settlers. Their 
daughter, Ada Barre, and her 
husband, Bill, operate the guest 
lodge which includes comfortable 
quarters at the ranch, swimming 
pool, horseback riding and hunt¬ 
ing (dove and quail) areas. 

“For the more adventurous, 
there are pack trips into the high 
timber with cowboys as guides,” 
Gil Crosthwaite, CRA commis¬ 
sioner and longtime friend of the 
Barres, reported. “Most popular 
trip is to the 7,500-foot level 


J }tie IfearA fyc ... 

Following are brief excerpts from 
Convairiety of five years ago: 

★ ★ ★ 

Convair Fort Worth population, 
on the upswing, passes 21,000 
mark. (Wartime peak was 
31,000.) 

* * * 

Convair San Diego employment 
passes 11,000 mark and word is 
out of “unlimited openings for 
qualified men” as hiring con¬ 
tinues. 

* * * 

More than 400 Air Reserve As¬ 
sociation members and Air Force 
officials visit Convair FW for 
luncheon. 

* * * 

Period of ten-hour days (main¬ 
ly because of increased B-36 
work) ends at Convair San Diego 
as bulk of division returns to 
normal three-shift schedule. 

* * * 

Corp. Howard Charte Jr., form¬ 
erly of Convair San Diego, is first 
Convair man to lose his life in 
Korea. 

♦ ♦ ♦ 

Kemper Jacks, former TWA 
executive and newspaper pub¬ 
lisher, joins Convair at SD. 


(about five hours by horse) 
where there are campsites in big 
pines. Longer trips go to higher 
elevations, up to 9,500 feet.” 

Most campsites are near 
mountain streams where small 
trout can be taken with little 
difficulty. 

CRA holds membership in the 
Buena Vista Rod and Gun Club, 
now under construction about 
eight miles from the ranch. Until 
it is completed, guests are being 
accommodated at Meling and 
rates are $7 a day for CRA 
members, including meals and 
ranch facilities. For pack trips, 
guests bring their own food and 
bed rolls. 

The highway south from Ti¬ 
juana is good, except that there 
is rough gravel for about the last 
20 miles before turnoff. After 
that the road gets a bit more 
interesting. In many places it 
is one - way and seems like 
“straight up” but it is passable. 
It is advisable to gas up before 
leaving the main highway. 

A typical pack trip starts with 
early breakfast at the ranch. The 
guide, horses and pack mules 
meanwhile are already on the 
road. All gear goes by car about 
ten miles east to a rendezvous 
with the guide and mounts. From 
then on the packer takes over. 
The terrain is rough and rocky 
but the horses are sure footed. 
Usually there is a break for 
lunch and a siesta. Two or three 
more hours in the saddle in the 
afternoon bring the party to the 
campsite. There is still time to 
catch a half dozen trout (six to 
eight inches) for dinner. 

Guides pack and unpack, make 
camp, handle the horses and 
mules, cook. Some speak English, 
others don’t. Some command of 
Spanish is helpful, but not es¬ 
sential. 

The ranch life and pack trips 
are great experiences for young¬ 
sters, though veteran fishermen 
will find the catch unexciting. 
However, hunters will be in their 
element. There are desert quail 
quite near the ranch and moun¬ 
tain quail in the hills. The Mexi¬ 
can deer season opens in mid- 
October. 

Reservations at Meling ranch 
aren’t absolutely essential, but 
preferable, particularly when 


pack trips are involved, and 
should be made at least two 
weeks in advance. 

To obtain rates, guests must 
reserve a special “membership 
card” by request to CRA, em¬ 
ployee services, Bldg. 32, Plant 
1 San Diego, well in advance of 
the proposed trip. 

For further information, call 
ext. 1245, Plant 1 SD. 


Be-Bop? 

SD Wife Finds 
Vienna Changed 

(For picture, see page 5.) 

Historic old Vienna has partly 
succumbed to American influence! 
At least that’s the opinion of a 
Convair San Diego timekeeper 
who returned to her native land 
this summer for the first time in 
over eight years. 

Greta Lyman was amazed at 
the changes wrought in her form¬ 
er home since she left there in 
1947 as the bride of an American 
soldier. 

“Almost all of the pre-war 
cars are gone and everywhere 
there are new cars—Buicks, 
Cadillacs, Fords,” she said. 
“American movies are the fa¬ 
vorite entertainment and young 
people jump to popular Ameri¬ 
can tunes rather than glide to 
the waltz.” 

Buildings destroyed during the 
war have been rebulit in modern¬ 
istic style and food is now often 
prepared after American tastes, 
she said. 

“Of course, some of the old is 
still there, like the old Opera 
House, the medical school and 
barges on the Danube,” she added. 

Mrs. Lyman has been saving 
for a number of years to make 
the trip and her only regret was 
not being able to take her hus¬ 
band and two sons. Her parents 
and sister live in Vienna. Her 
father has retired from his job 
with a local railroad. 

Was it hard to leave when time 
came to return?” 

“For years I had dreamed of 
Vienna, but before two weeks 
were up I was homesick for my 
husband and boys,” she admitted. 


The first of several Canadair 
engineers who will make extended 
familiarization visits to Convair 
Pomona arrived last month for a 
two-year stay. 

He is Donald C. Clendenning, 
24, an engineering physics gradu¬ 
ate of Queens University in King¬ 
ston, Ontario, who has been with 
Canadair’s engineering depart¬ 
ment si#ce last May. 

Clendenning is currently as¬ 
signed to the engineering test 
labs, but in the future will be 
reassigned periodically to de¬ 
sign, technical, liaison and proj¬ 
ect functions groups. Purpose 



NEW ARRIVALS — Mr. and 
Mrs. Donald C. Clendenning, new 
arrivals at Convair Pomona, pose 
under a palm tree. It was first 
Clendenning had ever seen. He 
is first of several Canadair engi¬ 
neers to come to Pomona for ex¬ 
tended familiarization visits. Can¬ 
adair Limited of Montreal is a 
member of the General Dynamics 
Corporation group, as is Convair. 


of the program is to thorough¬ 
ly familiarize him with all 
phases of missile engineering 
activities. 

Another engineer from Canad¬ 
air is expected to arrive in Po¬ 
mona sometime this month, and 
others are scheduled to arrive 
from time to time in the near 
future. Present plans call for ap¬ 
proximately eight engineers in all 
to visit Pomona to familiarize 
themselves with Convair tech¬ 
niques in guided missile engineer¬ 
ing and production. 

Clendenning and his wife, Caro¬ 
lyn — who also was graduated 
from Queens University last 
spring — are visiting California 
for the first time and although 
they arrived during the record- 
breaking heat wave last month— 
and in the middle of a “smog 
alert”—both have been favorably 
impressed with most of the things 
they have seen. 

“Convair people have been won¬ 
derful to us,” Clendenning said. 
“We have been amazed at the 
friendliness and hospitality they 
have shown us.” 

Clendenning is a native of Gan- 
anoque, Ontario, near the Thous¬ 
and Islands area of the St. 
Lawrence River. Before joining 
Canadair and while still in school, 
he worked two summers for Can¬ 
adian Westinghouse. 


Red Cross is Seeking 
Volunteer Workers 

Volunteer workers for the Red 
Cross are being sought from 
among Convair SD people. 

Registration is at Red Cross 
headquarters, 3650 Fifth Avenue. 
Volunteers are needed for a va¬ 
riety of fields, including handi¬ 
craft for Naval Hospital patients, 
canteen workers, hostesses, office 
work, etc. 


CONVAIR MEN FORM 
DEMOLAY CHAPTER 

A new chapter of DeMolay in 
the Clairemont area is being spon¬ 
sored by the Compass Club of 
Convair employees at San Diego 
and boys from 14 to 21 who wish 
to transfer may become charter 
members, Fred Picaroni, publicity 
counselor, reported this week. 
Those interested may contact De- 
Witt Gale, BR 3-1861, or W. L. 
Toon, BR 3-4912. 
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(1) An outstanding volunteer 
fireman. Chief Mason Lankford of 
the Tarrant County Fire Fighters, 
talks over Fire Prevention V/eek 
plans with Convair Fort Worths 
Chief C. H. Jones. Observation 
will include parade Oct. 7. 

(2) Chief Lankford checks a 
walkie talkie with young daughter, 
Nancy Lynn. This is part of $54,- 
000 worth of equipment which 
gives Tarrant County Fire Fighters 
largest mutual aid fire radio sys¬ 
tem in country. 

(3) Volunteer firemen in Con¬ 
vair FW area include a number of 
other Convair men. Here, Lank¬ 
ford checks pressure gauges at 
White Settlement with Joe Pinker¬ 
ton and Neal Barnes. 

(4) Convair display at Los An¬ 
geles County Fair at Pomona has 
attracted attention. At right are 
Key Beyer and Bill Graham of en¬ 
gineering personnel, Pomona. 

(5) Photographing for new iden¬ 
tification cards continues at San 
Diego. This is scene in engineer¬ 
ing. It is simple process involving 
a few seconds to shoot picture and 
a few more to fingerprint. 

(6) The last of 63 college stu¬ 
dents who spent summer months 
working for Convair Pomona get 
farewell from Oscar Staverfield, 
supervisor of engineering drawing 
maintenance group, as they return 
to college. Left to right: T. L. 
Gunkle of Cal Tech, Staverfield, 
J. S. Haynes of Fresno State, R. E. 
Bradford of Cal Tech. 

(7) Cement spreading progress¬ 
es at rate of 13,500 pounds every 
15 minutes at Convair Fort Worth 
as two parking lots are resurfaced. 

(8) D. C. Dunham of Dept. 603- 
1 had reason to be proud of son 
Donald, 11, this week. Donald was 
top carrier in San Diego Union 
subscription contest and won a trip 
for himself and family to San Fran¬ 
cisco. 

(9) Although he is only 8, Ken¬ 
ny Frederick has been admitted to 
special membership in Boy Scout 
Explorer Squadron sponsored by 
Convair FW Management Club. 
Kenny is polio patient. He is shown 
during special membership cere¬ 
mony. 

(10) This was general scene at 
poolside at Mission Valley Country 
Club as Convair SD ladies held 
CRA Fall Fashion Show. Nearly 
1,000 attended. 

(11) Among many models at 
style show sponsored by CRA Wom¬ 
en^ Council at SD were Joy Clow, 
left, of Dept. 524 and Marky 
Weigley of Dept. 1-41. 

(12) Greta Lyman, timekeeper at 
SD, makes up album of photos 
taken during recent trip back to 
her native Vienna. She came to 
U.S. as soldier's bride, was glad to 
see her parents, but glad to return 
to husband and sons. 
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CRA Activities . 


33 For You! 






Fort Worth 


ARCHERY—H. L. Lucas, commissioner, 
ext. 6210. Range open from 6 to 10 p.m. 
each Thursday to everyone. Fall archery 
tourney Oct. 15, 16, CRA Ranch. 

ART—E. D. Weimer, commisisoner, ext. 
3123. 7 to 9:30 p.m. each Thursday, Fort 
Worth Art Center Studio. 

BADMINTON—Kenneth Browne, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 2131. Play 7 p.m. each 
Thursday, W. C. Stripling Junior High 
School. 

BALLROOM DANCING—I. M. Pember¬ 
ton, commissioner, ext. 3121. Classes each 
Sunday, 2 and 4:15 p.m., CRA Center. 

BASEBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, 
LO-2959. 

BOWLING—H. G. Starkey, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 6290. Season under way. 

BRIDGE—Glen Stogsdill, commissioner, 
ext. 3198. Regular duplicate play each 
Friday. 


CAMERA—Stephen Cook, commissioner, 
ext. 3150. Bob Bogen, ext. 4180, second 
shift co-ordinator. Meetings 7:30 p. m. 
every second and fourth Monday, CRA 
Center. 

CHECKERS AND DOMINOES—J. E. 
Pair, commissioner, ext. 4283. 

CHESS—R. W. Wooten, commissioner, 
ext.- 3136. Tourney under way. 

DRAMA—E. S. Brown, commissioner, 
ext. 5242. 8:15 p.m. Oct. 6, 7, 8, 14, 15, 
production of “Therese,” suspense thriller, 
CRA Playhouse, 2966 Park Hill Dr. 

FISHING—Bill Parrish, commissioner, 
ext. 5296. 

GOLF—Lawrence Armstrong, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 2273. 

HORSESHOES — Finn Wahl, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 3132. 

HUNTING—Bill Parrish, commissioner, 
ext. 5296. 


ICE SKATING—Glen Carter, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 3207. Ice skating starts Oct. 
23 at Will Rogers Coliseum. 

JUNIOR BASEBALL—A. K. Lawley, 
commissioner, ext. 4293. 

MODEL AIRPLANE—R. J. Heist, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 4280. 7:30 p.m., Oct. 17, 

monthly meeting, CRA Center. 2 p.m., 
Oct. 23, x /i A jalopy race. 

MODEL RAILROAD—Roger Bock, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 7107. Regular meeting every 
Monday, 7:30 p.m. CRA Center. 

MOVIES — Miscellaneous movies each 
Monday during lunch period at 50-foot aisle. 

RADIO—Larry Brandvig, commissioner, 
ext. 5179. 7 p.m., Oct. 5, 12, 19 code and 
theory class. 

RIDING—Guy Lewis, commissioner, ext. 
6266. 

ROPING—Guy Lewis, commissioner, ext. 
6266. Roping club 7 p. m. each Tuesday. 
Cutting horse club 7 p. m. each Wednes¬ 
day. Barrel race club 7 p. m. each Fri¬ 
day. Rodeo 8 p. m. each Saturday. 


SOFTBALL — Jack Brittain, commis¬ 
sioner, LO-2959. 

SQUARE DANCING — Ross Carney, 
commissioner, ext. 3155. Instructions and 
dancing for beginners 7 to 8 p.m. and ad¬ 
vanced classes 8 to 10 p.m. each Monday 
at Northside Recreation Building. 

STAMP AND COIN—J. D. White, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 2250. Regular meetings first 
and third Tuesdays each month. 

TABLE TENNIS—John Rangel, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 5141. 7:30 p.m., Oct. 7, 14, 

Central YMCA; Oct. 9, 11, 16, CRA 

Center. 

TENNIS—Walter Bradley, commissioner, 
ext. 7203. Regular tennis play discontinued 
until next season. 

VOLLEYBALL—H. L. Shaw, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 5141. Season play under way. 

WASHER PITCHING—Hugh Penning¬ 
ton, commissioner, ext. 2196. 


WEIGHT LIFTING—I. B. Hale, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 5267. Weight lifting for first 
shift 4 to 7 p.m. Tuesday, Thursday and 
Saturday at CRA Center; for second and 
third shift 8 a.m. to noon, Monday, Wed¬ 
nesday and Friday. 

CRA RANCH—PE-0054. 


Daingerfield 


BOWLING—L. R..Latch, Dept. 1. 
DOMINOES, CHECKERS and BRIDGE 
J. A. Wolfe, Dept. 1. 

GOLF—R. M. Horn, Dept. 2, ext. 308. 
HORSESHOES—P. G. Wells, Dept. 1. 
HUNTING AND FISHING — P. P. 
Steger, ext. 414. 

MODEL AIRPLANES—W. A. Reed, Jr., 
Dept. 2. 

RIFLE AND PISTOL—E. C. Frye, Dept. 

6 . 

SOFTBALL—R. B. Lawrence, Dept. 1. 
WASHERS—W. S. Talk, Dept. 2. 


Hoel, Hendry 
Prints Win 


TENSION—A large supply of tension and suspense is in store 
for Convair audiences viewing "Therese". Here Barbara Rothacker 
(seated) and Elaine and John Rivedal act out their roles. 

therese*, Suspense-Filled Drama 
Op ens Tomorrow at Playhouse 

CRA’s Wing and Masque group will open little theatre 
season in Fort Worth tomorrow with the opening produc¬ 
tion of “Therese.” 

Curtain time is 8:15. Performances are slated for Oct. 
6, 7, 8, 14 and 15 at the CRA Playhouse, 2966 Park Hill 

Drive. 

Director of the suspense pro¬ 
duction is Jack Forney. Assisting 
is Nancy Rothacker, daughter of 
Chet Rothacker, of material de¬ 
partment. 

Cast as romantic leads are 
Elaine and John Rivedal as 
Therese and Laurent. 

Barbara Rothacker plays 
Madame Raquin, and Dick Led- 
erer plays Camille Raquin. 

Other cast members are Peggy 
McKinney as Madame Louise; 

C. E. Hanna as Grivet; Scott 
Griffis as Inspector Michaud; and 
Barbara Brown as Suzanne. 

What happens when Madame 
Raquin overhears a story of mur¬ 
der, its results to her, and the 
outcome of the play make for a 
suspense filled drama. 

Tickets for the performances 
are $1 and are on sale at the CRA 


office. A special family plan 
ticket is also available for $4. 
It entitles the holder to five ad¬ 
missions to any play or at any 
time through the season. 


Art Hoel and Jim Hendry were 
top prize winners in the first 
quarterly contest of the season 
for the CRA camera activity. 

Hoel’s print “Silouhettes” took 
first place in black and white 
competition and Hendry’s “Dyna¬ 
mos” took first place in color 
slide work. 

Judges were Mr. and Mrs. Don 
Wallace, local commercial photo¬ 
graphers, and Lee Snap, president 
of the Fort Worth Camera Club. 

Other prize winners were Aaron 
Murray, Joyce Hendry, Leslie 
Norman, Margaret and Miles 
Rogers. 

The group will stage its next 
meeting Oct. 10. A Photographic 
Society of America tape show on 
miniature photography will head 
the program. 

All Convair employees inter¬ 
ested in photography are urged 
to meet with the group at 7:30 
p.m. Oct. 10 at the CRA Center. 


Call Issued 
For New Play 

Tryouts for Wing and Masque’s 
second production of the 1955-56 
season will be held next week at 
the CRA Playhouse, 2966 Park 
Hill Drive. 

The play is “Tender Trap”, 
a sparkling situation comedy writ¬ 
ten by Max Shulman and J. P. 
Smith, which was named one of 
the 10 best on Broadway last 
year. 

The sophisticated comedy calls 
for a cast of four men and four 
women. 

Tryouts will be held at 2:30 
p.m. Oct. 9 and 7:30 p.m. Oct. 
10. Director is Clyde Shrell. 


CRITICS—Judges at recent camera club contest point out prize¬ 
winning characteristics of Art Hoel's prize winner. Seated left to 
right are Mr. and Mrs. Don Wallace and Lee Snap. Standing are 
Hoel and Jim Hendry, color slide winner. 


Bridge Instructions Available 
Through CRA Starting Oct. 14 

Convair Fort Worth employees will have an opportunity 
to learn the fundamentals of party bridge play this month 
through CRA bridge activity. 

Instruction classes will begin at 8 p.m. next Friday— 
Oct. 14—at the CRA Center. 


Classes will be held from 8 to 
10 p.m. each Friday for six ses¬ 
sions. Cost is $3. The fee in¬ 
cludes a Goren Point Count book. 

After instruction sessions, 
party bridge play will be held 
for the students as well as other 
members of the bridge activity. 

“We hope to have a lot of 
beginners meet with us,” said 


Work on New CRA Recreation Area Makes Way 
As Convair Departments Take Over Projects 

A job for every department . . . 

That's how Convair Fort Worth employees will realize 
their dream of many years—the new CRA recreation site 
now under construction. 

“Each department has been assigned a job to do on the 

grounds,” said C. J. Hall, CRA 


business manager. “That way it 
won’t be a burden on any one 
group. And we’ll be able to get 
the job done faster.” 

Dept. 3 will be responsible for 


CHOW—It's not all work for volunteer labor working on new 
recreation area. There's barbecue and plenty of it for workers 
at lunch time. Several projects are under way. 


the main entrance gate. Depart¬ 
ments 40, 42, 47, and 50 will put 
up the front fence. 

A dam to let river water pass 
through at different elevations 
will be built by crews from Depts. 
75, 76, and 77. 

The general parking area will 
be built by Dept. 64 and 65 em¬ 
ployees. 

Departments 62 and 63 will be 
responsible for the ranch area. 

Parking area one will be built 
by industrial security employees 
and inspection crews will build a 
dam between the first and second 
parking lots. 

Engineering employees will be 
responsible for building 150 bar¬ 
becue pits, and . industrial en¬ 
gineering will build a large bar¬ 
becue pit. 

A children’s play area with 
metal fences, slides, swings, sand 
box and wading pool will be con¬ 
structed by Depts. 2, 5, 9, 10, 
12, 16, 17, 18, 26, 28 and 54. 

Dept. 22 will take care of tree 
and limb cutting. 

Dept. 19 will repair the present 
fence and put up double metal 
gates. Dept. 29 will install facili¬ 
ties for a junior baseball field. 

Contracts employees will work 
on a softball field which will in¬ 
clude two diamonds. Depts. 41, 


45, 73 and 74 will put in a base¬ 
ball diamond and archery range. 

Four boat docks will be in¬ 
stalled by Depts. 14, 24, 81 and 
82. Material department crews 
will build foot bridges. 

Additional river work will be 
done by modernization crews with 
employees from Depts. 48, 91, 
92, 93, 95, and 96. Depts. 30, 31 
and 33 will work on first crossing 
to second crossing over the river. 


Glen Stogsdill, CRA bridge com¬ 
missioner. “The Goren method is 
known as the easiest and most 
complete system to learn to play 
bridge.” 

Employees may register for the 
classes at the CRA office on the 
50-foot aisle. 

Further information is avail¬ 
able from Stogsdill, ext. 3198, or 
Truman Welborn, ext. 3207. 


Ice Skating Starts 
Again Oct. 23 

Ice skating will get under way 
again about Oct. 23, according to 
Glenn Carter, CRA commissioner. 

Ice skating is open to Convair 
Fort Worth employees and mem¬ 
bers of their families every night 
ice is in Will Rogers Coliseum if 
they have a special ice skating 
card. 

The cards are available at the 
CRA office on the 50-foot aisle 
for $1. 


BRIEFING—Jim White, CRA president, briefs volunteer em¬ 
ployees working on CRA site on plans for the development on the 
80-acre tract south of the Ridglea section. 
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Bell-Convair Bowling Tournament 
Set for Nov. 5 Opener at Center 


OFFICERS—Leading Guys and Gals Bowling League this season 
are these officers: Ralph Warner, right, president, Verna McBride, 
vice president and Chet Veach, secretary. 


Badminton Under Way 
Thursdays at Stripling 

Badminton players were getting 
their season in full swing this 
week at Convair Fort Worth. 

Kenneth Browne, CRA badmin¬ 
ton commissioner, announced this 
week that play is under way. The 

group meets at 7 p.m. each Thurs- . 

day at W. C. Stripling Junior CLOUT—Lined up for clout shoot are these archers boning up 

High School gymnasium. for plant-wide fall archery tournament slated for next weekend. 


Chess Matches Progress in 
First Plant Wide Tournament 

CRA chess players moved into their second week of 
tourney play which promises to last for several months at 
Convair Fort Worth. 

Matches are played at the rate of one a week for each 
contestant. Thirty-eight are participating in the first 


For Fall Meet at CRA Ranch 

Convair-type “robin hoods” will meet next weekend for 
the CRA fall archery tournament. 

Shooting will get under way at 8 a.m. Oct. 15 with the 
first half of men’s York; first of women’s American and 
first of junior American. 

At 1 p.m., men’s York, women’s 


Basketball Players 
To Hold Meeting 

Basketball was set to get under 
way next week at Convair Fort 
Worth, according to Ed Tucknies, 
CRA commissioner. 

A meeting of all employees in¬ 
terested in playing basketball for 
the 1955-56 season will be held 
at 7 p.m. Oct. 11 at W. C. Strip¬ 
ling Junior High. 

Tucknies said he hopes to form 
teams at the meeting to get the 
season under way as soon as pos¬ 
sible. 

25 Sign up for Radio 
Classes in Theory 

Approximately 25 Convair Fort 
Worth employees and members 
of their families signed up for 
CRA radio activity code and 
theory classes. 

Instruction is given at 7 p.m. 
each Wednesday at the CRA 
Center. J. S. Lewis, W5TS vet¬ 
eran “ham” operator, is teaching 
the 10 week course in theory. 

Code practice will be carried on 
by members of the CRA group, 
according to Larry Brandvig, 
commissioner. 


tournament staged by the activi¬ 
ty. R. W. Wooten is commis¬ 
sioner. 

To date, V. Rose has won two 
matches. His first was a victory 
over Jimmy Hix; the second over 
E. V. Ellsworth. P. Tapp won 
a match with S. Markland and 
B. Goss won over Bob Bogen. 

The tourney, nationally rated 
by the United States Chess Fed¬ 
eration, will be a round robin 
type designed to determine ability 
of the players. 

After preliminary rating is 
completed, players will be placed 
in groups of like ability. Then a 


round-robin tourney will be play¬ 
ed to determine winners in vari¬ 
ous divisions. 

Scoring will be on point basis 
with prizes going to the winners. 
All matches will be played ac¬ 
cording to USCF rules. 

Heist Highest 
In Plane Meet 

R. J. Heist, CRA model plane 
commissioner, held his high point 
lead in the activity’s monthly con¬ 
tests after a meet held Sept. 25 
at Forest Park. 

Heist had 58 points as high 
man. Second was Bobby Powel- 
son with 47 ^ and third was E. 
E. Scott with 47. 

Powelson won the 70 and 140 
lap race and Scott the speed event 
and 21 lap race. 

Frances Crane took first in 35 
lap race. 

Seven model airplane activity 
members participated in the 
monthly event. 

Next contest will be staged at 
2 p.m. Oct. 23 at Forest Park. 


Columbia and second junior 
American will be staged. 

Shooting for the Saturday meet 
will wind up at 4 p.m. with a 
clout shoot. 

Competition will get under way 
at 7 a.m. on Saturday, Oct. 16 
with a flight shoot. At 8:30, men 
will shoot first American, women 
will have second American, and 
juniors will stage their third 
event in American. 

Again at 1 p.m. the archers 
will try their skill in competition 
for men’s American, women’s 
Columbia and junior American. 

Trophies—including the men 
and women’s grand rotating 
award—will be presented to the 
winners. 

Convair employees interested 
in participating in the event are 
urged to contact H. L. Lucas, 
CRA archery commissioner, 4908 


Marks Place in Fort Worth as 
soon as possible. 

Further information is avail¬ 
able from the CRA office, ext. 
5141. 

20 Study Art, 
Others Apply 

CRA art activity members will 
be busy for the next few months. 
That was the promise this week 
from E. D. Weimer, CRA art 
commissioner. 

A series of classes in instruc¬ 
tion started last week with McKie 
Trotter, of the Texas Christian 
University fine arts department, 
as teacher. 

Classes meet from 7 to 9:30 
p.m. each Thursday at the Fort 
Worth Art Center. A 12 week 
course is planned in oil technics. 

A capacity enrollment of 20 
has signed up for the course. 


<ing I 

Be R 


ncr Inf 3_ 


all bowling alleys, from league 
secretaries and at the CRA of¬ 
fice. Deadline for registration is 
Oct. 22, but keglers are urged to 
sign up as soon as possible for 
choice of bowling time. 

“We’d like to have a good rep¬ 
resentation from Convair,” said 
Johnson. “Our teams did quite 
well last year. We hope our 
record will be just as good this 
time.” 


Parking Lot 3 
To Be Repaired 

Parking lot 3—the north lot- 
at Convair Fort Worth will be 
under repair beginning Oct. 10, 
according to Chief K. Simmons, 
of industrial security. 

The lot will be closed in sections 
over a period of 60 days. 

Space in the lot will be divided 
evenly among 7 a.m., 8 a.m. and 
3:45 p.m. employees. Overflow 
will be directed to parking lots 
one and two. 

No parking lot three stickers 
for reserved spaces will be hon¬ 
ored during this period. 

“You may have some trouble 
finding a place to park if you 
come late,” said Simmons. “We’d 
like to urge you to come early. 
That way, if you have to park 
in another lot, you’ll have plenty 
of time to get to your job on 
time.” 


One of the biggest events of the year in bowling circles 
was taking shape this month. It’s the second annual Bell- 
Convair Bowling Tournament slated for Nov. 5, 6, 12, 
and 13. 

Planning the tourney are Joe Foti and Paul Tani of Bell 
and Harvey Starkey, Bill John¬ 
son, Harry Carlberg and Ellen 
Mitchella from Convair. 

Team squads will bowl at 5, 

7:30 and 10 p.m. on Nov. 5 and 
12. Doubles and singles squads 
will begin bowling at noon with 
the last squad set for 9 p.m. on 
Nov. 6 and 13. 

Women’s teams will bowl at 
7:30 p.m. Nov. 12 and from 2:15 
to *4:30 p.m. on Nov. 13. All 
bowling will be staged at the 
Bowling Center, 617 Texas Street. 

Entry fee in class A events is 
$13 for a team, $2.75 per person 
in doubles and singles for each 
event; $1.50 a man in all events. 

In Class B and women, fee is 
$11 per team; $2.25 per person 
for each event in doubles and 
singles; and $1 a person in all 
events. 

“Amount of prize money is not 
determined as yet,” said Bill 
Johnson. “But last year the bowl¬ 
ers took home $1500 in cash and 
$400 worth of trophies. We hope 
to do even better this year.” 

Johnson pointed out that 200 
keglers shared in cash prizes last 
year. C. W. (Smokey) Doyle was 
top money winner, taking home 
$60.50, plus two championship 
trophies. Top team was from 
Convair—Frozen Food Bank. 

The tourney is ABC sanctioned 
with high score protection. Bowl¬ 
ers will use 1954-55 season high¬ 
est average in Fort Worth Asso¬ 
ciation league. Prizes will be 
awarded on Nov. 20, a week after 
the close of the tourney. 

Entry blanks are available at 


GOLFERS—Winners in flights in recent golf tourney are: C. Wilkerson, Jim Wallace, Ben Johnson 
and J. A. Lock. They won trophies in respective flights. 


CHAMPS—These also won trophies in consolation flight in recent plant wide golf tourney. Left 
to right are: D. E. Kemp, J. J. DeSensi, G. R. Gordon, E. F. Parham and R. Brehany. 


Archers Man Bows and Arrows 
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Your Con-Trib-Club Money: Here's Where It Goes, Part of What It Does 






£1 —L 


POLIO—Pretty LaVerne Phillips, whose father is a 
Convair employee, smiles through mirror atop iron lung 
for photograph in Peter Smith Hospital. 

C-T-C Budget 
For 1955 Will 
Split 50 Ways 

A goal of $202,495— 

That's the aim of the Con¬ 
vair Employees Con-Trib- 
Club drive which gets under 
way next week. 

If the goal's met (and it went 
over the top to 106 per cent last 
year), what happens to all the 
money ? 

Here's the plan of the C-T-C 
board of directors— 

To the 43 Health and Wel¬ 
fare programs of United 
Fund, $129,323 (slightly more 
than 6 per cent over the fig¬ 
ure of last year due to higher 
costs and a larger popula¬ 
tion) ; 

To buy equipment at the 
polio ward at Peter Smith hos¬ 
pital, $10,000; 

To the tuberculosis society, 

$10,000, same as last year; 

To the Crusade for Free¬ 
dom, $6,000, same as last 
year; 

To the Fort Worth Founda¬ 
tion for Visually Handicapped 
Children, $2,500, as compared 
to $2,000 last year; 

To Children’s Opportunity 
Center for mentally retarded 
children, $2,500, as compared 
to $2,000 last year, and— 

To the emergency fund for 
financially distressed Convair 
families, $18,925, as com¬ 
pared to $18,520 last year. 

In addition, $23,247 will be put 
down to cover other welfare 
needs, and to offset uncollected 
pledges. 


STUDIES, ANYWAY—Diane Keswick, daugh¬ 
ter of another Convair employee, keeps up 
school studies with help of Nurse Charlen Cook. 
Here Mrs. Cook helps her over the rough spots 
in studying world history from a bed in Peter 
Smith Hospital polio ward. 




Jr 


John 


(acting as secretary on behalf of F. E. Chambers). 


C-T-C Funds Go to Help Teach 
Blind Convair Child to 'See 

Christy Ann Willet is a lucky little blonde. 

Right now Christy Ann is just four. 

And she’s blind. She’s been blind since birth. But she’s 
still lucky. 

She’s got her devoted parents, Mr. and Mrs. Troy I. 
Willet. (Her father’s in Convair Fort Worth’s tooling 
department.) And she’s got the 


helping hands of about 14,000 
Convair employees. 

All of them are helping Christy 
Ann to “see.” Maybe not with 
her eyes like other youngsters 
do, but with her other senses. 

Because contributions to Con¬ 
vair Employees Con-Trib-Club, 
Inc. help support the Fort Worth 
Foundation for the Blind. 

And it’s this organization which 
will be one of the biggest things 
in Christy Ann’s li£e. So will 


HELPING HAND—Literally. For Christy Ann, daughter of Troy 
Willet, of tooling, was blind at birth. Before long, Christy will be 
"seeing" lessons with help from Fort Worth Foundation for Visually 
Handicapped Children—one of agencies Con-Trib-Club helps. 


Frances Smith and Marvin Shan¬ 
non, leaders of the foundation. 
They’re both only partly sighted 
themselves. So they understand 
Christy Ann. They know the 
problems she’s up against. 

“But it’s only with the help of 
people such as Con-Trib-Club 
members that we’re able to help 
Christy Ann and the many other 
children in Fort Worth who can 
tell only the difference between 
light and dark,” says Miss Smith. 

Con-Trib’s gifts are more than 
money. Con-Trib this week an¬ 
nounced the gift of two sound- 
scriber machines. 

The machines resemble a rec¬ 
ord player-recorder combination. 
They’ll make it possible for many 
youngsters to keep up with their 
school work, take tests with their 
school mates. 

Their lessons can be recorded 
on the inexpensive records, and 
then played back. Or a teacher 
can record questions for a test 
or other work and the child can 
play it back. 

“Not too many years ago,” said 
Miss Smith, “a family with a 
blind child didn’t know what to 
do. The child was often left to 
rock in a chair and perhaps listen 
to a radio for amusement. 

“We’re trying to see that there 
are no more ‘rocking chair babies. 
We’re trying to help them grow 
and develop like other children.” 

That’s one of the jobs Con- 
Trib-Club is trying to help get 
done. 


TOO YOUNG—Perhaps, to know exactly what it's all 
about. But Jeff Collin, a Convair son, is not too young to 
be in need of help from United Fund and Con-Trib-Club. 

Convair's Own 
Are Patients 
In Polio Ward 

A pair of sparkling brown eyes 
framed in long curly lashes looked 
questioningly—through the mir¬ 
ror atop the iron lung—toward 
the photographer. 

“Now,” said Nurse Charlen 
Cook. 

Laverne Phillips smiled, then 
said one word: “Thanks!” 

The photographer’s flash 
went off—and Convairiety 
had another in the series of 
pictures above on Convair 
children now under treatment 
in Peter Smith Hospital polio 
ward. 

The “thanks” which Laverne 
gave from the iron lung for the 
benefit of the photographer really 
were meant for Convair Em¬ 
ployees Con-Trib-Club. Because 
Laverne’s father is Sheldon Phil¬ 
lips, a Convair modernization de¬ 
partment employee, and he’s told 
her how Convair employees have 
bought more than $30,000 in new 
equipment for the ward in the 
past three years. 

But Laverne, a 12-year-old 
beauty, is but one. There are 
others there now. Many more 
have been there in the past. And 
more will be there in the future, 
unfortunately. 

There’s pretty Diane Kes¬ 
wick (center above). She’s 
the daughter of H. E. Kes¬ 
wick of tooling. And there’s 
tiny Jeff Collin, son of Jim 
Collin, of engineering. He’s 
in the picture at the right 
above. 

Youngsters such as these are 
about as realistic a reminder as 
you could get that Con-Trib-Club 
funds help right close to home— 
as well, as among others on the 
outside. 


Emergency 
To Be $18,925 

A total of $18,925 will be set 
aside from Con-Trib-Club funds 
in the new budget for one pur¬ 
pose only: 

To help Convair families hard 
pressed for funds due to no fault 
of their own. 

“That much will go into the 
Convair employees’ emergency aid 
fund, that is,” said Milton A. 
Stewart, emergency aid fund 
chairman, “if we make the goal.” 

With October and November yet 
to go, emergency aid grants to 
Convair families this year to¬ 
taled $13,264. Some grants were 
small—as small as $5.00 in the 
case of a family which needed 
only groceries to tide it over to 
payday. Other grants were larger 
—as much as $500 in the case 
of a family whose entire resources 
had been exhausted by a lengthy 
seige of illness. 


WORK, TOO—Besides donations to Con-Trib-Club, many Con¬ 
vair families give more, too—such as the time and effort of these 
wives active in Red Cross work. Seated, left to right, Mrs. August 
C. Esenwein, Mrs. L. E. Lightbown, Mrs. H. A. Lee, Mrs. W. C. 
Crane. Standing are Mrs. E. C. Hoy and Mrs. Tom Neely. 
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Distribution to 
Begin Saturday 
For Fix-a-Toy 

Convair Fort Worth's annual Fix-a-Toy program 
neared its climax this week as volunteers prepared for the 
job of taking thousands of Christmas toys to Fort Worth 
youngsters on Saturday, Dec. 17. 


A fleet of trucks will leave 
Fix-a-Toy headquarters behind 
Will Rogers Coliseum early Sat¬ 
urday morning to wind up the 
most successful Fix-a-Toy pro¬ 
gram in Convair’s history. 

The trucks will be loaded high 
with more than $23,000 worth of 
repainted and repaired toys rep¬ 
resenting about 15,000 manhours 
volunteered by Convair em¬ 
ployees, according to F. F. Gig- 
nilliat, manpower chairman. 

Among the toys will be 430 
tricycles, 1,000 dolls, 22 bicy¬ 
cles, 37 rocking horses, 28 
small tractors, 122 wagons, 69 
cars, 75 scooters and more 
than 8,000 small toys. 

They’re toys donated by Con¬ 
vair families and other Fort 
Worth citizens—toys that were 
outgrown and needed repair—but 
now toys that look like new and 
will be like new for many chil¬ 
dren. 

“This year’s program far sur¬ 
passes any other year’s,” said E. 
G. Henderson, chairman of re¬ 
pairs. “Thanks to the help of the 
Fort Worth Cub Scouts, we had 
more toys to begin with, and 
more employees working on the 
project. 

“The response has been over¬ 
whelming.” 

Nearly every department was 
represented in day and night 
work at Fix-a-Toy headquarters. 

Employees welded, painted and 
used skilled trades to completely 
rejuvenate toys. 

Women repaired dolls and 
made detailed and elaborate 
clothes for dolls. 

“It may have been a small ef¬ 
fort for many of us,” said Hen¬ 
derson. “Just a few hours of our 
time. 

“But for these children it’s a 
big thing. It will be Christmas 
for them. Otherwise it might not 
have been.” 


Two Days Remain to 
Get Dance Tickets 

Convair Fort Worth salaried 
employees have two more days 
to buy tickets for the annual 
Christmas Dance for supervision 
and salaried personnel. 

Tickets for the dance, spon¬ 
sored by the Convair FW Man¬ 
agement Club, will be on sale at 
regular ticket stations until 4:45 
(Continued on Page 2) 


Christmas Spirit 
Gaining Headway 
Among FW Depts. 

The list of departments adopt¬ 
ing needy families for Christmas 
grew to 14 this week at Convair 
Fort Worth. 

New groups and departments 
added to the list were contract 
spares, budgets, Depts. 62 and 63, 
and Dept. 81. 

Others that started volunteer 
donations earlier were personnel, 
industrial security, GFP section 
of material, tooling, pattern shop, 
process control, inspection-mod¬ 
ernization, engineering and con¬ 
tracts. 

Most groups omitted sending 
Christmas cards to fellow em¬ 
ployees and donated the money 
they saved to help buy food and 
clothes for less-fortunate fami¬ 
lies. 

Other departments operated on 
a more elaborate scale. Dept. 81 
collected clothes and bedding in 
trucks places at employee gates. 

Contract spares employees 
brought in canned goods, held a 
clothing drive and raised addi¬ 
tional money with an auction. 

A number of other groups are 
planning to donate money to the 
Star-Telegram’s G o o d f e 11 o w 
Fund. 

FW GIFT*EX*CHANGE 
WILL OPEN MONDAY 

Convair’s Christmas gift ex¬ 
change — to help Convair em¬ 
ployees exchange gifts without 
bringing packages into the plant 
proper—will be open again this 
year. 

It opens Monday, Dec. 19, in 
industrial security headquarters 
building on Grant’s Lane. 

Security regulations make it 
impossible to bring wrapped 
packages into the plant. That’s 
the reason for the exchange 
set-up. 

An employee who wants to 
bring a gift for a friend may 
take it to the exchange. There 
he’ll “check it” and receive a 
ticket stub. He gives the ticket 
to his friend, who then uses the 
ticket to pick up the gift. 


ALL ABOARD—Boarding a Braniff Convair-Liner at Amon Carter Field, Fort Worth, are these 
members of a Convair team en route to Rapid City, S.D., where they will work on B-36s. 


Teams Fly to AF Bases 
For Special B-36 Work 


New Year For 
Con-Trib Begun 


Three hundred Convair Fort Worth employees headed 
for Strategic Air Command bases this month in one of 
the biggest personnel moves of this kind on record. 

According to E. E. Finch, 
modernization manager, crews 


from modernization departments 
(including Depts. 47 and 48) and 
inspection were assigned to duty 
at B-36 bases throughout the 
country. Their job is installation 
of fire protection equipment—fire 
curtains, fire sealing and other 
special equipment—in B-36s. 

Scheduled completion date is 
July 1. 

“Because the program has been 
stepped-up, it would have been 
impossible for all the planes 
needing the new equipment and 


repairs to get through SAM-SAC 
work,” said Finch. “So we sent 
the men to the planes.” 

Crews left Convair early this 
month by auto and by chartered 
plane. They went to Ellsworth, 
Fairchild, Travis and Carswell 
Air Force Bases. Later, crews 
will be sent to Walker and Lime¬ 
stone AF Base. 

Seventy-five went to each out- 
of-state base, with about 50 
working at Carswell. 

With modernization crews are 
foremen, service engineers and 
inspection personnel. 


Dec. 1 marked the start of 
the new 1955-56 fiscal year 
for Convair Employees Con- 
Trib - Club, Inc., at Fort 
Worth. 

Employees’ paychecks this 
month reflected for the first time 
C-T-C deductions for the new pe¬ 
riod. Members signed up during 
October in the most successful 
C-T-C drive in Convair’s history. 

The job of balancing out last 
year’s operations was all that re¬ 
mained before it could be written 
off the books. 

“Our last act for that year,” 
said August C. Esenwein, 
C-T-C president, “is to allocate 
the last red cent of collections 
which came in. 

“Con-Trib-Club operates on a 
cash basis. We pay out only 
the money we actually collect. 
And we don’t hold money over 
into a new fiscal year. We 
start each new year at zero.” 

At press time, final reports 
had not been completed for the 
(Continued on Page 2) 


NEW HANDS—Presidency of the Convair Fort Worth Manage¬ 
ment Club will change hands next month when Lou Lyte (right), 
Dept. 74, takes over. He is shown with S. J. Middleton, Dept. 24, 
current president. (More pictures on page 6.) 


Ice Show $ Diverted 
To Recreation Area 

The annual CRA Ice Show 
and Christmas Party will not 
be held this year, J. D. White, 
CRA president, reminded em¬ 
ployees again this week. 

Instead, the money ear¬ 
marked originally for the show 
will go to help build a new and 
better CRA recreation area for 
all employees. 

“This way we’ll be able to 
have something of more last¬ 
ing value,” said White. “Some¬ 
thing we can all enjoy for 
many years to come.” 


Lou Lyte Will Succeed Middleton 
As Management Club Prexy at FW 


Lou Lyte, finishing department 
foreman, will be 1956 president 
of the Convair Fort Worth Man¬ 
agement Club. He succeeds S. J. 
Middleton. 

New vice presidents are W. L. 
Daniel, Dept. 62 foreman, first 
shift; and U. L. Tidwell, manu¬ 
facturing control assistant super¬ 
intendent, second shift. Vice pres¬ 
idents for 1955 were R. E. Walk- 
ington and Earl Kardaras. 

New corresponding secretary 
is T. G. Croft, employee services 
supervisor. He succeeds Ralph 
Wagner. 

New recording secretary is K. 
H. Dunn, manager of office ser¬ 
vices. 

R. P. Curry, labor accounting 


assistant general supervisor, is 
new treasurer. He succeeds Fred 
F. Gignilliat. 

Elected to the board of con¬ 
trol were: George Frazier, Dept. 
14 general foreman; H. J. Lee, 
tool project engineer; C. J. Keith, 
Dept. 64 general foreman; F. E. 
Williams, Dept. 73 foreman; and 
D. B. Kelty, assistant chief tool 
engineer. 

Board of control members 
elected last year who also serve 
for 1956 are: G. W. Beckham, 
Dept. 81; W. E. Harrison, Dept. 
7-3; J. D. Lanier, Dept. 93; J. 
O. Muncy, Dept. 93; and J. R. 
Shuter, Dept. 24. 

New officers will assume their 
posts Jan. 1. 



ARMLOADS—There will be some happy youngsters when these dolls find their homes Christmas 
Day. Holding just a few of the many that came out of Fix-a-Toy project are Leddie Kendrick, Mary 
Podsednik and Anita Culbreath. 
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Promotions 


FORT WORTH 

Dept. 2, Division Manager’s Office: 
to purchasing agent, J. B. Allredge ; to 
project engineer, R. D. Chase; to ad¬ 
ministrative assistant, L. C. Sonntag. 

Dept. 4, Material: to buyer B, E. B. 
Colley, R. A. Curtis, J. T. Hilliard, 
W. B. Senter Jr. 

Dept. 6, Engineering: to design engi¬ 
neer, F. E. Beaty, J. F. Blanche, J. C. 
Cooper, S. G. Crabtree, J. D. Downing, 

B. I. Eichholtz, C. D. Gaddy, M. E. 
Guthrie Jr., G. H. Hayward Jr., M. S. 
Hixon, J. E. Holt, L. W. Lowry, D. L. 
Miller, D. E. Rhoades, H. Ridings, J. 
E. Smith, J. A. Snethen, J. B. Terrell. 

To flight test engineer, J. O. Bishop, 
L. O. Montanio ; to nuclear engineer, 

R. T. Bradbury Jr. ; to project design 
engineer, C. H. Busey; to structures 
engineer, Z. H. Byrns, J. V. Massey 
Jr., C. J. Newman. 

To project aerophysies engineer, S. F. 
Crumb, G. E. Hinds; to senior aero¬ 
dynamics engineer, G. L. Droke; to sen¬ 
ior propulsion engineer, R. W. Flados; 
to aerophysies group engineer, W. W. 
Gandy; to aerodynamics engineer, B. T. 
Gautreaux, W. M. Robinson. 

To senior aerophysies engineer, G. C. 
Holt, E. H. Lowes, J. E. Spurway; to 
engineering writer, L. L. Landry Jr. ; 
to schedules engineer, S. F. Lewiecki : 
to administrative assistant, L. B. Messer- 
smith ; to project structures engineer, A. 

C. . Murphy; to senior design engineer; 
H. B. Murphy, G. H. O’Neal, E. E. 
Rankin Jr., L. H. Weth, J. P. Wil¬ 
liams ; to senior test engineer; R. H. 
Sanders; to group engineer, A. W. Sis- 
som ; to test engineer, G. T. Western Jr. 

Dept. 7, Manufacturing and Tooling 
Management: to superintendent, J. E. 
Crumbley. 

Dept. 8, Industrial Engineering: to 
manufacturing engineer A, W. H. John¬ 
ston, L. C. Schmidt. 

Dept. 11, Contracts: to contract ana¬ 
lyst, A. J. Ferrara. 

Dept. 19, Industrial Accounting: to 
administrative accountant, W. W. Al- 
redge. Dept. 22, manufacturing control, 
to manufacturing control foreman, R. 

S. Atwood, K. P. Bogue; to manufac¬ 
turing control assistant foreman, O. L. 
R. Chism, A. D. Ford, J. S. Medford, 
K. Wheeler. 

Dept. 24, Tooling: to tool engineer, 
A. J. Baskin Jr., H. R. Cook, F. L. 
Edmondson, A. J. Emerson, J. A. Spit- 
zenberger, W. L. J. Williams; to tooling 
analyst, B. D. Hays; to engineering 
illustrator, O. E. Overton. 

Dept. 27, Inspection-Production: to 
quality control representative, W. L. 
Coffey ; to outside inspection representa¬ 
tive, J. M. Gooch, F. X. Krueger. 

Dept. 30, Machine Shop: to assistant 
foreman Group V, H. M. Arrington, C. 
W. Countryman, A. J. Knight Jr. ; to 
assistant general foreman, J. B. Gauntt; 
to foreman Group V, R. M. Presley. 

Dept. 31, Metal Forming: to assistant 
general foreman, C. C. Allen; to assis¬ 
tant foreman, group V, O. W. Manis: 
to foreman, group V, J. C. Steppick. 

Dept. 47, Outer Wing and Engines: to 
assistant foreman group III, E. J. Sims. 

Dept. 48, Fuel and Oil Tank Sealing: 
to assistant foreman group III, C. D. 
Denson. 

Dept. 54, 3-58 Forward Fuselage: to 
general foreman, L. H. Allen. 

Dept. 65, Development Manufacturing: 
to assistant general foreman, O. Story : 
to foreman group V, E. L. Tucknies. 

Dept. 92, Modernization: to foreman 

group V, T. R. Autrey; to assistant 
foreman group V, C. D. Kirk. 

Dept. 93, Modernization: to assistant 

foreman group V, F. E. Brinkley, L. W. 
Gosdin, J. A. Pannell Jr. 

Dept. 95, Modernization Service: to 

foreman group III, S. B. Benjamin : to 
assistant foreman group III. H. R. 

Reeves. 

Dept. 96, Special Modifications: to as¬ 
sistant foreman group V, M. L. Akin, 
A. A. Bryant, E. L. Lamke, M. C. 
Paulk, W. H. Sapp, J. H. Wood ; to 
foreman group V, P. R. Farley, R. F. 
Ramsey. 


Awards 


FORT WORTH 

The following received employee sug¬ 
gestion awards totaling $1,376 for the 
period ending Dec. 1: 

Dept. 4, Material: J. W. Arendall, 
W. E. Meacham, E. G. Cloud. 

Dept. 6, Engineering: R. P. Cozad, 
Dan N. Harper. 

Dept. 17, Office Services: Buddy 
Little. 

Dept. 19, Industrial Accounting: J. D. 
Young, Michael Kliarsky. 

Dept. 27, Inspection-Production: E. F. 
Ellis, J. R. Vance, G. S. Mott, R. D. 
Daniels, Wendell Elliott, Homer D. 
Lockaby. O. Bryan, J. M. Conerly, H. L. 
Lasseter. 

Dept. 29, Inspection - Modernization : 
Robert F. Kincaid, L. D. McDaniel, D. 
L. Fowler. 

Dept. 31, Metal Forming: Edwin C. 
Hunnicutt, C. E. Key, Aubrey C. Cla’y. 

Dept. 33, Bonded Structures: J. L. 
Roberts, George H. Elliott, J. M. Rob¬ 
erts. 

Dept. 47, Outer Wing and Engines: 
Roy Houghton. 

Dept. 75, Electronics: W. B. Barnes, 
E. W. Lowe. 

Dept. 96, Special Modifications: A. 
C. Long. 


Births 


FORT WORTH 

MAY—Daughter, Paula Ellen, 6 lbs., 
2 oz., born Dec. 3 to Mr. and Mrs. C. 
E. May Jr., Dept. 31. 

RODENBERGER—Son, Charles Mark, 
6 lbs. 1 oz., born Nov. 23 to Mr. and 
Mrs. Charles A. Rodenberger, Dept 6-4 

WILLIAMSON — Daughter, Cheryl 
Renee, 8 lbs. 6 oz., born Nov. 3 to Mr 
and Mrs. E. L. Williamson, Dept. 48. 

DAINGERFIELD 

SCHAFFNIT—Son, Michael John, 8 
lbs. 12 oz., born Nov. 4 to Mr. and 
Mrs. Schaffnit, Dept. 1. 



Latest to qualify for 15-year emblems 
at Fort Worth are R. L. Lambertson of 
Dept. 12, left, and H. B. Llewellyn of 
Dept. 6. 

Service Emblems 

FORT WORTH 

The following service emblems are due 
during the Period Dec. 15 through Dec. 
31: 

Fifteen-year: Dept. 6, H. B. Llewel¬ 
lyn ; Dept. 12, R. L. Lambertson. 

Ten-year: Dept. 4, R. M. Kneifl ; 
Dept. 6, F. R. Liggitt; Dept. 22, D. R. 
Agee Jr., H. L. Carter; Dept. 24, D. W. 
Broom, J. McFall, J. E. Shields, L. S. 
Weidaw ; Dept. 25, C. L. Stevens. 

Dept. 27, E. O. Norton, B. F. Stall¬ 
ings; Dept. 29, J. D. Rucker; Dept. 31, 

C. H. Batchelder, J. B. Everheart, I. O. 
Laird, J. B. Tate; Dept. 45, J. T. 
Potts Jr., R. Stevens; Dept. 47, M. R. 
Matthews. 

Dept. 62, W. I. Louis ; Dept. 64, E. A. 
Abbott, J. M. Hart, T. W. McKee; Dept. 
65, L. V. Gorman, G. C. Rutherford; 
Dept. 73, J. R. Ballew ; Dept. 81, B. W. 
Boulton, E. H. Warfield Jr. 

Dept. 82, W. R. Portwood ; Dept. 92, 
L. W. Eivens; Dept. 94, D. Wilkinson, 
W. M. Williams; Dept. 95, G. W. Rick- 
erson ; Dept. 96, C. P. Dobbs, N. S. 
Watson. 

Five-year: Dept. 4, R. D. Clover, D. 
E. Grooms, E. D. Keller, C. A. Young; 
Dept. 6, W. Ballow, W. Bandaruk, L. 
Sharp, I. F. Strain. 

Dept. 7, T. R. Yarbrough ; Dept. 8, 

D. H. Rogers; Dept. 15, P. Livingston ; 
Dept. 22, J. J. Harris, J. N. Ware, B. 
Wells; Dept. 24, H. L. Cochran, G. D. 
Owens, A. D. Preston Jr., H. V. Price, 
J. D. Sparks, H. W. Wiseman. 

Dept. 25, R. C. Aldridge, B. Brooks, 
A. R. Clary, B. W. Farmer, J. J. 
Gooden, B. L. Hall, F. R. Harris, C. J. 
Henry, G. D. Lewis, G. Miller Jr., A. 
Norman, S. Pullins, W. B. Short; Dept. 
27, D. D. Kell, J. N. Showers. 

Dept. 28, B. E. Somer; Dept. 29. R. 
A. Rhodes; Dept. 30, M. E. Randolph ; 
Dept. 31, J. V. Crable, R. W. Read, J. 
H. Walters ; Dept. 33, V. P. Duvall ; 
Dept. 41, C. E. Hart, J. Kyle: Dept. 
74, H. C. Davis, L. L. Tongate: Dept. 
81, V. O. Cammel, T. J. Francis Jr., 
L. T. Koetters, J. M. Stephenson, T. T. 
Tolleson, C. R. Wilson. 

Dept. 82, L. W. Abbott. O. E. Bel¬ 
cher, W. H. Leech, W. B. Owen, B. E. 
Spelce; Dept. 92, F. W. Blair, C. B. 
Thompson ; Dept. 93, C. V. Smethers ; 
Dept. 95, J. L. Rollins; Dept. 96, J. E. 
Horne. 


Convair Children 
Benefiting From 
Special Training 

Gregory Peterson and six other 
handicapped youngsters from 
Convair families—had they been 
born a few years sooner—might 
have lived only as “forgotten 
children.” 

That’s the term that was used 
not too many years ago to refer 
to the children who through no 
fault of their own, nor of their 
parents, were mentally below 
average. 

But they’re not forgotten now, 
thanks to understanding parents 
and to a program which is sup¬ 
ported by Convair Employees 
Con-Trib-Club and other like- 
minded groups. 

Instead, they’re attending 
classes regularly at the Chil¬ 
dren’s Opportunity Center, 
housed in the East Van Zandt 
School, 615 Missouri. 

Take Gregory, for instance. 
He’s the eight-year-old son of 
0. O. Peterson of Dept. 50 and 
Mrs. Peterson. 

“We’ve come to understand,” 
says Mrs. Peterson, “that Greg¬ 
ory and the others are just like 
other children, except that they 
have an especially difficult hand¬ 
icap. 

“We’re happy that Gregory 
now can attend the center, where 
he’s learning all sorts of things.” 

“We try to teach them to get 
along in society,” said Mrs. 
Frances Polansky, assistant di¬ 
rector of the center. “The train- 
able mentally retarded child can 
be taught to dress and feed him¬ 
self and care for personal needs.” 

A staff of trained teachers, 
therapists and assistants guide 
the children. A psychiatrist in 
children’s problems heads the 
center. 

Professionally trained volun¬ 
teers teach art, music, speech 
and rhythm. 

“The important thing is that 
the children do learn,” said Mrs. 
Polansky. “In the past two years, 
11 children did so well that they 
went into special education 
classes in the city school system.” 


Convair FW Men in Wichita 
As Boeing Rolls Out First B-52 

rth 


Convair Fort Worth work came 
in for due recognition in ceremo¬ 
nies at Wichita, Kan., Dec. 7, 
when the Boeing Airplane Co. 
plant there rolled out its first 
B-52 jet bomber. 

Representing Convair and em¬ 
ployees were B. G. Reed, assist¬ 
ant FW division manager, and 


Crumbley, a Veteran 
Of B-24 Days, Named 
Supt. of Bond Depts. 

J. E. Crumbley, a veteran Con¬ 
vair man whose service dates 

back to 1936, was promoted to 
superintendent of bonded struc¬ 
tures at Con¬ 
vair Fort Worth 

last month. 

H i s depart- 
m e n t s include 
i ; those making 

bonded panels 
and sections for 
the supersonic 
B - 5 8 bomber. 
He reports to 

J. E. Crumbley Factory Man¬ 
ager C. H. White. 

Crumbley formerly was general 
foreman in B-58 assemblies. 

He first worked as an assem¬ 
bler at Convair SD in 1936. He 
transferred to Fort Worth on 
April 1, 1942, and worked con¬ 
tinuously through B-24, B-32 and 
I B-36 production. 
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Robert Powelson, FW chief of 
contract administration-general. 

Fort Worth employees build 
outer wing panels and vertical 
fins to supply the B-52 assembly 
line. 

Detail parts are made in fabri¬ 
cation departments headed by 
Supt. W. E. Magnuson, and com¬ 
ponents are built in B-52 assem¬ 
bly department, now a responsi¬ 
bility of S. E. Keith. 


SD Pilot Assigned 
Temporary FW Duty 

U. S. Johnson, a flight captain 
at Convair SD, has been on tem¬ 
porary duty in flight at Convair 
FW for the past month. 

Johnson provided help during 
a particularly busy period for 
B. A. Erickson, FW manager of 
flight, and the seven other pilots 
of his department. In SD, John¬ 
son has been flying T-29s and 
other ships. In FW, he was as¬ 
signed to B-36s, C-131Bs and 
C-54s. 



IN THE FIELD—R. J. Decker, F. L. Sewall and J. A. Titus of 
Dept. 94 were photographed at Convair FW working on B-36 fire 
curtain, same task they are now performing at Fairchild AFB near 
Spokane, Wash. Some 300 from FW have been assigned to tasks 
at various bases. 


Time Is Running Out But There's 
Still Chance on Cost Quota 


Convair Fort Worth at mid¬ 
month inched closer to its almost 
$5-million goal for employee sug¬ 
gestions and cost improvement 
proposals. In the first week of 
the month, results for the year 
rose from about 65 per cent to 
near 75 per cent. 


New Year Started 
For FW Con-Trib 

(Continued from Page 1) 
month of November. But em¬ 
ployees’ donations for the 11 
months previous had totaled 
$161,206.37. 

Of that, allocations were: 

Emergency Aid for Convair 
employees, $16,120.64. 

Polio ward, John Peter Smith 
Hospital, $8,680.96. 

United Fund (43 agencies), 
$105,641.76. 

Tuberculosis Society, $8,680.86. 

Crusade for Freedom, $5,208.58. 

Foundation for Visually Handi¬ 
capped Children, $1,736.19. 

Children’s Opportunity Center 
(for mentally retarded), $1,- 
736.19. 

Other organized charities, $13,- 
401.09. 

This last item includes $1,000 
for International Guiding Eyes, 
Inc., and $806.50 to buy equip¬ 
ment for the Foundation for Vis¬ 
ually Handicapped Children. Re¬ 
mainder of this account is yet to 
be distributed to agencies. 


Two Days Remain to 
Get Dance Tickets 

(Continued from Page 1) 
p.m. Dec. 16. Price is $2.50 a 
couple. 

Dancing will get under way at 
8:30 p.m. Dec. 17 at the Lake 
Worth Casino. Earl Kay’s or¬ 
chestra will provide dance music 
until 1 a.m. 

The Christmas dance in past 
years has been given by Convair. 
This year the money usually paid 
by Convair to give the dance goes 
instead to the CRA building fund 
to help improve the new recrea¬ 
tion site. 

The dance will be the last club 
function of the year. 



Installed employee suggestions 
totaled $158,340, and installed 
cost improvement proposals 
reached $2,820,907. 

This left about $2 million yet 
to be approved and installed to 
reach the record-breaking quota, 
according to Walter Bradley, of 
industrial engineering. 

“It looks like we still have a 
chance to meet our quota,” he 
said. “But it will take all of us 
to do it.” 

He pointed out that while hun¬ 
dreds of employees have turned 
in money-saving ideas, a few 
stand out as steady winners. 

Top suggesters for the year 
are W. H. Dean, Dept. 94; J. L. 
Roberts, Dept. 33; John Arendall, 
Dept. 4; and H. L. Gilbert and 
R. F. Kincaid of Dept. 29. 

Dean had the biggest case of 
the year—one paying an award 
of $367. Second highest was Rob¬ 
erts, who submitted the greatest 
number of suggestions. From 68 
submitted, he took home $356.35. 

Arendall submitted 15 ESs for 
$238.08 in approvals, and Gilbert 
received $225. 

Kincaid had the best percent¬ 
age of approvals. He submitted 
five ESs and had four approved 
for a total of $226.44. 

Savings of these five added up 
to $27,349. 

In cost improvement, 19 were 
eligible for the annual “Presi¬ 
dent’s Award” competition. Each 
had CIPs totaling more than 
$25,000. 

They are: Lawrence Arm¬ 
strong, Dept. 20; F. E. Barnes, 
29; J. W. Bishop, 24; R. D. Can¬ 
trell, 24; A. R. Carson, 29; J. H. 
Deitzer, 4; A. F. Drysdale, 24; C. 
F. Eubanks, 24; W. E. Franz, 22. 

And L. J. M. Gottlob, 75; E. G. 
Hillman, 4; C. H. Jones, 15; W. 
Olson, 27; L. R. Parvin, 63; I. M. 
Pemberton, 30; J. H. Rhodes, 74; 
J. D. Sauermann, 22; K. Sim¬ 
mons, 15? G. H. Thompson, 20. 


McNarney Elected 
Chairman of AEA 

Gen. Joseph T. McNarney, 
president of Convair, this month 
was elected chairman of the 
Board of Governors of the Air¬ 
craft Industries Association for 
the second half of 1956. 

Chairmen serve for six-month 
terms. Election was at a meeting 
Dec. 1-3 in Phoenix, Ariz. As¬ 
sociation membership includes all 
engine builders, aircraft electron¬ 
ics firms etc. 


HELPER—Tommy Croft, 8, son of T. G. Croft of FW Dept. 3, 
handles a paint brush with the best of them during Fix-a-Toy work. 
He is typical of many Convair sons and daughters who added their 
volunteer help. 


Convair Girl’s Dog 
Wins More Honors 

The family of F. C. Reconnu, 
Dept. 25 employees at Convair 
Fort Worth, had a busy weekend 
this month with their German 
shepherd, Jorette (Convairiety 
Jan. 26, 1955). 

The two-year-old took reserve 
winner honors at a show in Fort 
Worth Nov. 19 and best opposite 
of bree‘d title in Dallas on Nov. 
20. The dog is owned and was 
raised by Fern, teenage daughter 
of the Reconnus. 
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MATING—First Model 440 Metropolitan was mated at San Diego late last month, substantially 
ahead of original schedule. It is being pushed ahead to allow for a special flight test program 
Scene is in SD's Bldg. 2 as fuselage and wing are joined. 


New Machines Installed For Testing 
Strength of FW Sandwich' Panels 


A battery of machines is being 
installed in the new bonded struc¬ 
tures laboratory at Convair Fort 
Worth to test the strength of 
‘sandwich” panels under produc¬ 
tion for future aircraft. 

The panels are made of Fiber- 
glas honeycomb which has been 
‘sandwiched” in between sheets 
of metal and “glued” together 
by a powerful adhesive. Thus 
combined, the parts take on a 
strength many times greater 
than if tested separately. 

It is one of the tasks of the 
laboratory to determine that the 
production panels are consistent¬ 
ly up to strength and the new 
machines are the tools involved. 

“With the older methods of 
airplane construction, involving 
skins, stiffeners and so on, 
joined by rivets, inspection was 
far simpler,” B. E. Justice, sen¬ 
ior chemist in process control 
at FW, explained. 

“But when panels are bonded 
the ‘evidence’ is inside—where 


you can’t see it. Our testing is 
necessary to assure that all steps, 
from start to finish, have been 
accomplished properly.” 

The new machines, costing 
about $100,000, will give panels 
a workout such as they would 
never get in flight. Newest and 
most powerful is being set up at 
Col. 43-C in the assembly build¬ 
ing. With hydraulic power it will 
test bonded pieces up to its ca¬ 
pacity of 400,000 pounds. 

Every fifth panel is placed 
under jaws of the machine, which 
then clamps down to determine 
how much the panel will “take.” 
The exact point at which it goes 
to pieces is measured and re¬ 
corded. It must pass the test, for 
there is no “almost good enough.” 

Each of the panel’s components 
is tested in one way or another. 

A new 60,000-pound lap shear 
test machine proves out that por¬ 
tion where metal is joined to 
metal. Another machine of 60,000- 
pound capacity makes beam tests 


which enable engineers to figur 
the overall strength. 

Testing bonded panels is a good 
portion of the work performed 
by the laboratory, which is headed 
by Dr. W. S. Hay and is made 
up of some 37 employees. 


Noted Nuclear Physicist 
Named to New Division 


Dr. Edward C. Creutz, noted 
nuclear physicist, has been ap¬ 
pointed director of research of 
the General Atomic Division of 
General Dynamics Corporation. 

Creation of the division was 
announced last summer by John 
Jay Hopkins, chairman and pres¬ 
ident of General Dynamics, with 
Dr. Frederic de Hoffmann as 
general manager. Dr. de Hoff¬ 
mann also is a vice president of 
General Dynamics. 

Both De Hoffmann and Creutz 
were in San Diego recently to 
inspect possible laboratory sites. 
The division has a $10 million 
appropriation for initial research 
facilities to be devoted primarily 
to basic nuclear and materials 
exploration, as well as develop¬ 
ment of more efficient and eco¬ 
nomical reactor systems. 

San Diego has been men¬ 
tioned prominently among pos¬ 
sible locations for the labora¬ 
tory. 

Creutz, professor and head of 
the Department of Physics and 
director of the Nuclear Research 
Center at Carnegie Institute of 


Technology in Pittsburgh since 
1949, currently is on a special 
assignment with the Atomic En¬ 
ergy Commission. His appoint¬ 
ment to the General Atomic Di¬ 
vision reemphasizes General Dy¬ 
namics’ intentions and aims for 
the new laboratory, De Hoffmann 
said. 

“It is our hope that this lab¬ 
oratory will contribute toward 
increasing understanding and 
good relationships between in¬ 
dustrial and university re¬ 
search workers,” he com¬ 
mented. 

Creutz is a graduate of the 
University of Wisconsin and re¬ 
ceived his Ph.D. in physics in 
1939. He taught at Wisconsin 
and Princeton until 1942 when 
he headed the first group to 
undertake metallurgical studies 
of uranium, nerillium and alumi¬ 
num for the Manhattan Project. 
This work led to the successful 
development of the fuel elements 
for the first nuclear reactors at 
Oak Ridge and Hanford. He was 
a group leader at Los Alamos 
between 1944 and 1946. 


First Metropolitan 440 Will Start 


Model 340 Service For 


Soviet Russia Foreseen 


Flight Test Program Soon at SD 


Factory completion of Convair’s 
first Model 440 commercial trans¬ 
port is now scheduled for Friday 
(Dec. 16). 

The initial airplane of a series 
now being built at Convair San 
Diego is rolling through final 
assembly stages in Bldg. 2 at 
Plant 1 approximately two weeks 
ahead of the original schedule. 

The new Metropolitan trans¬ 
port is scheduled for immediate 
work in field operations cycles 
with the initial shakedown 
flight tentatively set for short¬ 
ly before the Christmas holi¬ 
days or immediately following. 

Following the shakedown flight, 
the first Model 440 will start 
ten days of flight testing for 


CAA certification of certain it¬ 
ems on the airplane. Delivery of 
this ship to Swiflite Aircraft 
Corp., aircraft unit of Cities Ser¬ 
vice Oil Co., will be in late 
January of 1956. 

Meanwhile, the second Metro- 


Lankford Reelected 
Fire Head 7th Time 

Mason Lankford, Convair Fort 
Worth process control employee, 
was elected president of the Tar¬ 
rant County Volunteer Fire 
Fighters^Association this month. 

It is the seventh consecutive 
year Lankford has held the title. 
C. W. Flowers, a Convair fire¬ 
man, was elected treasurer. 


politan is scheduled for factory 
completion about mid-January. 

All twin-engine transports pro¬ 
duced at Convair SD are con¬ 
verging on the final assembly 
line in Bldg. 2 under the direc¬ 
tion of Supt. J. F. Glenn. 

Included in the line are Model 
440s (of which Convair has or¬ 
ders so far for 58); R4Y trans¬ 
ports for the Navy; and later 
there will be Air Force cargo 
planes which have some of the 
features of the R4Y (large cargo 
door, reinforced floors etc.). 

During early 1956 the line will 
be on a “four day move” sched¬ 
ule, with the pace stepping up 
later to a two and a half day 
move schedule. 


WELCOMED—Dr. Edward C. Creutz, left, noted nuclear physi¬ 
cist, is welcomed to General Dynamics Corporation by John Jay 
Hopkins, chairman and president, following appointment as director 
of research for General Atomic Division. At right is Dr. Frederic de 
Hoffmann, Dynamics vice president and general manager of division. 
Photo was taken in Los Angeles during recent conference. 


American Aviation Daily this 
month reported that an air trans¬ 
port agreement between the two 
countries provides the legal basis 
for the service and that the two 
lines are attempting to work out 
schedules, accounting procedures 
etc. with service to start in the 
spring. 

When formalized, the service 
will be the first by an airline of 
a non-Communist nation into the 
Soviet Union since before World 
War II. It also will represent the 
first time that modern U.S. 
pressurized equipment has been 
on scheduled flights to the Soviet 
Union, as well as the first non¬ 
stop operation between Helsinki 
and Moscow. Present Aeroflot 
service is routed via Leningrad. 

The Aero O/Y Model 340s are 
expected to make the Helsinki- 
Moscow flight in three hours. 


HUSKIES—Top left shows Jim Chandler and Bill Owens of Fort Worth plant engineering with new 
machine capable of directing 400,000 pounds into testing "sandwich" panels. Top right: K. W. 
Biggs sets up a "beam test." Lower left: E. A. Smith prepares test of adhesive strength. Lower 
right: H. E. Brown performs "lap shear" test. 


Convair-Liner Model 340s will 
be flying to Russia soon, if ne¬ 
gotiations between Aero O/Y of 
Finland and Aeroflot of the Sovi¬ 
et Union are successful. 


‘Why can’t we spend more than 
make? The government’s 
mi doing it for 20 years.” 
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THIN—Ray Lawyer's guitar, which he built himself, is only inch 
and a quarter thick. FW Dept. 92 man made it from piece of solid 
maple. 


Electric Cars 

Though Trolleys Out of Style, 
They Live on in Midget Form 



TOURISTS—Joanne Bovee, left, daughter of Convair Treasurer 
G. T. Bovee, and Barbara Blake of Bldg. 19 cashier's office at San 
Diego, retrace travels on map. Girls made 4,500-mile auto trip 
through Europe. 

Flat Tire Only Mishap as SD Girls 
See Foreign Lands by Rented Car 


Street car lines may be falling 
victims to modernization in many 
cities, but they will not pass un¬ 
remembered. 

At least not to Convair Po¬ 
mona's Burt Brin (Dept. 27) and 
several hundred other “juicefans” 
(electric railroad fans) through¬ 
out the country. Brin is a mem¬ 
ber of the Electric Railroaders 
Association, one of several clubs 
formed to collect and preserve 
historical lore and data, and 
otherwise perpetuate interest in 
street railways. 

“As the first rapid means of 
public transportation, electric 
street railways played an im¬ 
portant part in the development 
of urban areas in America,” 
Brin said. “Just as the steam 
powered railroads helped with 
the development of the country 
as a whole. 

“So several years ago, when 
movements began to modernize or 
replace the street cars, our asso¬ 
ciation was organized in New 
York to help preserve their heri¬ 
tage,” he added. “Through the 
years membership spread, and we 
now have divisions throughout 
the country.” 



"JUICEFANS" — That's what 


they call hobbyists who deal in 
electric railway models, such as 
Pomona's Burt Brin, shown with 
interurban car he built to scale. 
It has real motor, receives power 
from overhead line. 


The Southern California Divi¬ 
sion of the ERA, to which Brin 
belongs, owns three street cars, 
and individual members own four 
others. Six of the seven are kept 
at Travel Town in Griffith Park 
in Los Angeles. The seventh is 
kept by its owner in his back 
yard. 

The club also sponsors excur¬ 
sions. These may be over aban¬ 
doned or little-used tracks, using 
antique cars and equipment; or 
they may be trips to old land¬ 
marks or through scenic country; 
or they are sometimes taken over 
routes about to be discontinued. 
And the club also has a historical 
library. 

“Most members become collec¬ 
tors, and they accumulate every¬ 
thing from street cars to time¬ 
tables,” Brin continued. “Many of 
them go in for model building. 

“My own collection is small, but 
I do have a roller sign from an 
experimental - type street car — 
only two of them were built—and 
some fairly rare timetables. And 
I build some models.” 

Brin's interest in railroading is 
not confined to the electric lines. 
He is also a “steamfan” (this is 
railroaders' slang to indicate in¬ 
terest in steam and diesel lines). ! 

“I've been interested in all 
types of railroads ever since I 
can remember,” he said. “And I 
guess it comes naturally, since 
my father has been a railroad 
man—he works for the Soo Line 
—for 35 years.” 

Convair Hopes For 
Injury-Free Holiday 

A Convair Fort Worth family 
suffered the tragedy of a traffic 
death during the Christmas holi¬ 
day season in 1953. 

Another did so in 1954. 

“We're hoping there's not a 
third this year,” commented Fred 
Temple, safety engineering su¬ 
pervisor. 

“An accident is a hard blow at 
any time. But during the holiday 
season it always seems worse. 

“Each of us can help to make 
this one a safer Christmas and 
New Year by observing the rules 
of good driving and using com¬ 
mon sense.” 


Electric Guitar 
'Tailor Made by 
Musician at FW 

A new “do-it-yourself” guitar 
was making sweet music for the 
ears of Convair Fort Worth's Ray 
Lawyer this week. 

Literally—and also because the 
DepL 92 employee built the new 
electric take-off guitar himself 
and saved about $200 in the 
process. 

“Not counting labor, it cost 
about $35,” he* explained. “And 

this one's tailor-made for my own 
hands.” 

Lawyer fashioned the guitar 
from a piece of maple 43 inches 
long, 14 inches wide and two 
inches thick. The finished product 
was painted black and white and 
covered with plexiglas. 

It incorporates many special 
features. The 21 frets used in 
playing a guitar are extended on 
the long neck within easy reach 
of his nimble fingers. The con¬ 
tours are shaped just right for 
Lawyer. This makes it easier to 
hold and easier to play. 

He also made the electronic 
pick-ups on the bridge. He used 
other conventional parts such as 
standard guitar strings. 

The guitar doesn't look conven¬ 
tional to the layman. It's only an 
inch and a quarter thick. (Most 
guitars are about four inches 
thick.) And the shape is unlike 
that of a standard non-electric 
instrument. 

The electric guitar also has 
one other feature over the stand¬ 
ard guitar, according to Lawyer, 
who's been playing them for about 
30 years. 

“It's not as hard on the neigh¬ 
bors!” he explained. “With an 
electric guitar, you can play as 
quietly as a kitten walking on a 
Persian rug.” 

Naish Appointed to 
CARE Xmas Crusade 

J. V. Naish, Convair executive 
vice president, has been named to 
the executive committee of the 
San Diego County CARE Christ¬ 
mas Food Crusade. The crusade 
began Dec. 4 and continues 
throughout the month. 

“It is a privilege to serve,” he 
said. “Helping the less fortunate 
is the expression of the true 
spirit of Christmas.” 

During this period, each $1 
contributed will send a package 
containing 22 pounds of butter, 
powdered milk and cheese to a 
hungry family in Europe or Asia. 
The food is supplied by the gov¬ 
ernment from surplus. The dol¬ 
lar pays for packaging and deliv¬ 
ery. Donations may be mailed to 
CARE headquarters, 1190 Kett- 
ner, San Diego. 

SD Electronics Lab 
Plans Xmas Dance 

Several hundred employees of 
Convair San Diego's Engineer¬ 
ing Electronics Laboratory are 
expected to gather at Mission 
Valley Country Club Dec. 23 for 
their fourth annual Christmas 
dinner-dance. 

Festivities start at 8 p.m. with 
dinner, while dancing follows at 
9:30. Dick Driskell and Sybil 
Cadman are heading the planners 
for the affair. 

Reservations may be made by 
calling ext. 1204, SD Plant 1. 


A 30-day tour of Europe, at 
the peak of the tourist season 
and without any advance reser¬ 
vations, sounds like a tough as¬ 
signment to a seasoned traveler 
—but it was just a breeze to two 
Convair San Diego girls. 

Barbara Blake of General Of¬ 
fices cashier's office and Joanne 
Bovee, daughter of Convair 
Treasurer G. T. Bovee, made the 
tour late last summer. They met 
in Paris by pre-arrangement and 
against the advice of travel 
agents, rented a French car for 
their tour. 

“Travel agents said we were 
crazy to start out alone,” Bar¬ 
bara recalled. “But we covered 
over 4,500 miles and our worse 
mishap was a flat tire in front 
of our hotel in Rome.” 

Their trip took them through 
France, Italy, Austria, Germany 
and Switzerland. They separated 
only once, when Barbara visited 
a brother stationed with the Air 
Force in French Morocco, while 
Joanne toured England. 

Lack of hotel reservations 
proved no handicap. They stopped 
in out-of-the-way places and 
found adequate accommodations 

Convair 61, Now in 
Germany, Relays His 
Gift to FW Con-Trib 

Nov. 17, 1955 
Munich, Germany 
Mr. August C. Esenwein 
Manager 
Convair 
Fort Worth 
Dear Mr. Esenwein, 

Please give this to Con-Trib- 
Club for me. 

I am a former Dept. 73 em¬ 
ployee. I only wish I could do 
more. 

Sincerely, 

Melvin A. Martin 
PFC Melvin A. Martin, 
RA-54120286 
Medical Attachment 
2nd Field Hospital 
APO-108, N.Y., N.Y. 

(Enclosed was a money order 
for $1. Martin went to work in 
FW Dept. 73 on May 1, 1951 as 
an aircraft assembler. He left 
Jan. 23, 1953.) 


with ease. Language also was no 
barrier that couldn't be sur¬ 
mounted with their college ac¬ 
quaintance with Italian and 
French. 

Costs proved a welcome sur¬ 
prise. Planning on $20 a day 
each, they found they could get 
by on half that by finding lodg¬ 
ings off the beaten path. Car 
rental for the period was only 
$140! Although gasoline was 
high, their little car made it 
go a long way—50 miles to the 
gallon. 

Northern Italy seemed to im¬ 
press the girls most. 

“The country was beautiful, 
the food excellent and the people 
most hospitable,” Joanne com¬ 
mented. 

As to advising other travelers 
on whether to rent a car or go by 
conducted tour, the girls had this 
to say: 

“It depends upon how much 
time is available. If it's short— 
like two weeks—then the con¬ 
ducted tour is necessary in order 
to cover much territory. But if 
you have the time, drive . . . The 
biggest expense is in getting to 
Europe, and so the longer you 
can stay the lower the relative 
cost . . .” 

Convair FW Praised 
For Contribution to 
Community Service 

Convair Fort Worth Manage¬ 
ment Club members and Convair 
employees were commended by 
one of Fort Worth's civic leaders 
at the Nov. 30 meeting of the 
club. 

The speaker was John B. 
Honts, prominent Fort Worth at¬ 
torney and active civic worker 
himself. The occasion was the 
club's Nov. 30 annual civic night 
observed in the Crystal Ballroom 
of Hotel Texas. About 350 mem¬ 
bers attended. 

Honts cited “Operation: Fix-a- 
Toy” (to provide Christmas toys 
for needy children) and “Opera¬ 
tion: Swish” (for improvements 
at the Boy Scout camp) as exam¬ 
ples of the programs which Con¬ 
vair employees carry out for the 
betterment of the community. 

W. H. Knight, chairman of the 
club's personal development com¬ 
mittee, announced the winner of 
the club's Management Improve¬ 
ment trophy for 1955: Temco 
Aircraft Corp. 

The award, a rotating annual 
recognition for the company 
judged to have done the most 
during the year toward improve¬ 
ment of management, was re¬ 
ceived by A. L. Franzolino on be¬ 
half of Temco. 


COHU NEW TRUSTEE 
OF WHITTIER COLLEGE 

LaMotte T. Cohu, former presi¬ 
dent of Convair and a member 
of the present Board of Directors 
of General Dynamics Corpora¬ 
tion, has accepted appointment 
to the Board of Trustees of 
Whittier College, Whittier, Calif. 
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(1) Heads of three General Dynamics Corpo¬ 
ration divisions were photographed recently at 
Convair Fort Worth during conterence with John 
Jay Hopkins, General Dynamics chairman and presi¬ 
dent. Left to right: Gen. Joseph T. McNarney of 
Convair; Hopkins; Robert C. Tait of Stromberg- 
Carlson; J. Geoffrey Notman of Canadair. 

(2) This T-29 aircraft is shown at Mather AFB 
after recording base's 100,000th hour of no-accident 
flight, placing Mather ahead of all Flying Training 
Air Force command bases. At left is Col. Sam 
Maddux Jr., wing (base) commander. Third from 
left is Capt. Paul G. Meacham, pilot, formerly of 
Convair Fort Worth. 

(3) General Dynamics Corporation's chairman 
and president, John Jay Hopkins, was honored by 
the Lotos Club in New York City last month at a 
state dinner. Left to right: His Excellency Sadao 
Iguchi, Ambassador of Japan to the U.S.; Hopkins; 
Herbert C. Hoover, former president of the U.S.; 
His Excellency Toshikazu Kase, Japan's permanent 
observer to the United Nations. Hopkins spoke, 
summarizing his atomic age philosophy and plans 
for harnessing the atom to the service of humanity. 

(4) These are three of leading Employee Sug¬ 
gestion men at Convair Fort Worth with top records 
in cost reducing ideas. Top to bottom: J. L. Roberts 
of Dept. 33; John Arendall of Dept. 4; H. L. Gilbert 
of Dept. 29. 

(5) Dept. 81 people at Fort Worth, conducting 
their own project for aiding needy, supplied this 
new twist. They posted trucks outside employee 
gates to gather clothing. Shown are L. M. Hyatt 
and D. L. Nasche. 

(6) E. W. Henry of Dept. 81 is among the latest 
"believers" at Fort Worth. Safety glasses saved his 
left eye when a sliver broke from a cutter while he 
was operating a milling machine. 

(7) First winner of Convair FW Management 
Club trophy for management improvement went to 
Temco Aircraft Corp. A. L. Franzolino, left, is shown 
accepting it from W. H. Knight, club personal devel¬ 
opment chairman. Center is Louis H. Barnett, presi¬ 
dent of Loma Plastics, Inc., whose firm was second. 

(8) Her Majesty, Queen of the Netherlands, is 
shown disembarking from a KLM Convair - Liner 
during a recent trip to the West Indies. 

(9) The new freeway link connecting Convair 
Fort Worth with miles of new four-lane divided high¬ 
ways was opened at 3:10 p.m. Dec. 1. First over the 
road were officials' cars. Station wagon carrying 
August C. Esenwein, Convair FW manager, and 
Marion L. Hicks, assistant manager, represented 
Convair. 

(10) Recent Convair FW visitors are shown here 
with Lt. Col. Leonard J. Hutton, AF plant represent¬ 
ative at FW, and J. T. Cosby, B-58 program director, 
left, and W. C. Deitz, B-58 senior project engineer. 
Center are Wing Commander E. B. Harvey and 
Group Captain A. B. Searby of Royal Air Force, and 
Col. K. E. Pletcher, USAF. 

(11) A. P. Higgins, Plant 2 works manager at 
San Diego, is shown addressing group of civic leaders 
from Antelope Valley when they visited Convair SD 
recently. Group, representing various communities 
in Palmdale-Edwards area, flew to SD and saw parts 
of F-102A production. 

(12) A class at Children's Opportunity Center at 
Fort Worth, which Con-Trib-Club funds help support, 
is shown in session. Mrs. Frances Polansky is in¬ 
structor and at left is Mrs. Archie Smith, wife of a 
Convair man. 

(13) W. J. Martin, left, manager of F-102A 
operations at Palmdale, is shown with Harry Rum- 
baugh, Palmdale field operations chief, inspecting 
artist's plans for new facility there. 
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LEADERS—Leading Convair Management Club in 1956 will be 
these officers (seated), Danny Daniel, U. L. Tidwell, Tom Croft; and 
(standing) Ken Dunn and R. P. Curry. (New president, page one.) 


PLANNERS—New board of control members of Convair Man¬ 
agement Club for 1956 are (left to right) F. E. Williams, H. J. Lee, 
George Frazier, and Doug Kelty. Absent when picture was taken 
was Ike Keith. They'll take new jobs on Jan. I. 


Space, Rocket Travel Reality 
In Ten Years — Dornberger 

Space travel is closer than many people think, Dr. 
Walter Dornberger told Convair members of the American 
Rocket Society Wednesday, Dec. 7, at the first meeting 
of the North Texas Section. 

“And it could be made possible at a yearly cost of 
only $1.75 per capita,” the noted 
rocket authority told the group 
of about 200 at Arlington State 
College. 

In the election, George Craig, 
of Convair, was elected president. 

Two other Convair men were also 
elected: Charlie Crabtree as treas¬ 
urer, and Jack Kerr as member 
at large. The society includes 
members from Temco, Chance 
Vought and Bell Aircraft. 

In his talk, Dornberger pointed 
out that $10 billion dollars will 
be needed over a period of 20 
years for space station develop¬ 
ment in the United States. 

“It’s very important that the 
United States develop the first 
space station. It's a matter of 
prestige more than anything 
else,” he said. “You can imagine 
what the average person would 
think if the Russians launched the 
first successful satellites.” 

The rockets Dornberger dis¬ 
cussed are the giant three and 
four-stage ships designed for in¬ 
ter-planetary and space travel. 


“They’re not so big, either, 
when you think of them in a hori¬ 
zontal position. If you take the 
B-36 and place it on its tail, 
it would look tremendous. There’s 
no difference.” 

In speaking of some of the 
dangers of space travel, Dorn¬ 
berger pointed out that cosmic 
dust and meteorites are not so 
dangerous as many think. 

“We find no danger from cos¬ 
mic dust and the chance of being 
hit by a meteorite in space are 
about the same as being struck by 
lightning on a sunny day in down¬ 
town Fort Worth in a year.” 

Dornberger predicted rocket 
airplane travel within the next 
ten years. He said it would put 
travelers no more than 90 minutes 
from any point on the earth. 

“We’ve got to be ready for it 
when it comes. We’ve got to de¬ 
velop rockets, metals and fuels. 
And one of our biggest jobs will 
be conditioning the people that 
are to fly in the rockets.” 


THE SPIRIT—These Dept. 15 employees evidently have the 
Christmas Spirit. Connie Andrews holds the decorated Christmas 
box while Rita Norris contributes to needy family fund, as many 
employees also are doing in other departments. 


Top Engineers 
Attend Parley 
in Fort Worth 

Convair’s top engineers con¬ 
ferred in. Fort Worth Dec. 6-7 
with representatives of other 
Convair and General Dynamics 
offices. 

The meeting, one in a series 
of such for engineers of Convair 
divisions, was attended by 22 
visitors, including Admiral Law¬ 
rence B. Richardson, General Dy¬ 
namics Corporation board mem¬ 
ber and senior vice president, C. 
W. Finnegan, of Stromberg- 
Carlson, and E. S. Dennison, of 
Electric Boat. 

The conference was chair- 
manned by R. C. Sebold, Convair 
vice president. Hosts were Frank 
W. Davis, Convair Fort Worth 
chief engineer, and members of 
his staff. 

Convair participants: San Diego 
general offices: G. D. Christen¬ 
sen, J. L. Bowers, Jack Mason, 
R. A. Belden and C. L. Blake; San 
Diego division: R. L. Bay less, C. 
F. McCabe, H. K. Cheney, O. W. 
Harper, Maurice Jacobs, J. R. 
Spurgeon, W. T. Dorrance and 
K. J. Bossart; Pomona: G. M. 
Robertson, G. Sylvester; Dainger- 
field: R. J. Volluz, R. E. Tate 
and E. C. Kennedy. 


Play Tryouts Set for 
Time Out for Ginger' 

Stan Brown, CRA drama com¬ 
missioner, this week announced 
tryout time for Wing and 
Masque’s next production. 

Tryouts will be staged at 7:30 
p. m. Jan. 5 and 6 at the CRA 
Playhouse. 

The play will be “Time Out for 
Ginger,” a rollicking comedy that 
enjoyed a long run on Broadway. 

Director will be Jerry Ratliff 
who has directed several other 
Wing and Masque plays includ¬ 
ing “George Washington Slept 
Here,” “Abe Lincoln in Illinois,” 
and “Green Grow the Lilacs.” 

Performances of the comedy 
will run Feb. 23, 24 and 25 and 
March 2 and 3 at the Playhouse, 
2966 Park Hill Drive. 


Shutferbugs View Two 
Types of Photography 

Convair camera club members 
studied photography in two forms 
at their last meeting Dec. 12. 

They saw prints by PSA ex¬ 
hibitor Aubrey Bodine and a color 
film, “Supersonic Wedge.” 

The next meeting of the group 
has been cancelled because of 
Christmas holidays, according to 
Steve Cook, CRA commissioner. 

The group will meet for their 
first meeting of the year on Jan. 
9. Members will judge Gulf 
States Camera Club Council color 
slides. 

Convair employees interested in 
joining the group are urged to 
contact Cook at ext. 3150. 


Four Days Left 
For Chess Play 

Convair chess players still have 
a few more days to wind up their 
matches, R. W. Wooten, CRA 
chess commissioner, said this 
week. 

Last games before final group¬ 
ing were to be played by Dec. 18. 
Results will be accepted at the 
CRA office until Friday, Dec. 23. 

“All games must be played by 
that time,” said Wooten, “or we 
can’t include them in final rat¬ 
ing.” 

After preliminary play is com¬ 
pleted, final groupings will be 
made. This will match up players 
of like ability for the last round 
of play. 

Present standings rank Bob 
Powelson, C. Neil, Jr., V. Boyer, 
E. Foster, Vern Leonard, George 
Koonce and Bill Schoeller in the 
first group. 

Louis Dina, V. Rose, E. Shick 
and E. V. Ellsworth lead in the 
second grouping. Kell Terry, N. 
Peterson, S. Castener and Dan 
Redwine are top contenders for 
third group honors. 


CRA Activities 


Fort Worth 


ARCHERY—H. L. Lucas, commissioner, 
ext. 6210. Range open from 6 to 10 p.m. 
each Thursday to everyone. 

ART—E. D. Weimer, commisisoner, ext. 
3123. Instructions in oil painting of still 
life 7 to 9:30 p. m. each Thursday, Fort 
Worth Art Center Studio. 

BADMINTON—Kenneth Browne, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 5137. Play 7 p. m. Dec. 15, 
W. C. Stripling Junior High School. 

BALLROOM DANCING—I. M. Pember¬ 
ton, commissioner, ext. 3121. Classes each 
Sunday, 2 and 4:15 p.m., CRA Center. 

BASEBALL—Jack Brittain, commissioner, 
LO-2959. 

BASKETBALL—Ed Tucknies, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 6210. League play Tuesdays at 
W. C. Stripling Gym, Wednesdays at R. D. 
Evans Gym. 

BOWLING—H. G. Starkey, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 6290. Season under way. 

BRIDGE—Glen Stogsdill, commissioner, 
ext. 3198. Regular duplicate play each 
Friday. 8 p. m. Dec. 16, Special Events 
Night. 

CAMERA—Stephen Cook, commissioner, 
ext. 3150. Dick Magness, ext. 4180, second 
shift co-ordinator. Meetings 7:30 p. m. 
every second and fourth Monday, CRA 
Center. 

CHECKERS AND DOMINOES—J. E. 
Pair, commissioner, ext. 2291. 

CHESS—R. W. Wooten, commissioner, 
ext. 3136. Tourney under way. 

DRAMA—E. S. Brown, commissioner, 
ext. 5242. No activity during holidays. 

FISHING—Bill Parrish, commissioner, 
ext. 529b 

GOLF—Lawrence Armstrong, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 4271. 

HORSESHOES — Finn Wahl, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 3132. 

HUNTING—Bill Parrish, commissioner, 
ext. 5296. 

ICE SKATING—Glen Carter, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 3207. Skating every night ice 
is in Coliseum. 

JUNIOR BASEBALL—A. K. Lawley, 
commissioner, ext. 4293. 

MODEL AIRPLANE—R. J. Heist, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 5137. No meeting until Jan. 
16, 1956. 

MODEL RAILROAD—Roger Bock, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 7160. Regular meeting every 
Monday, 7:30 p.m. CRA Center. 


MOVIES — Miscellaneous movies each 
Monday and Wednesday during lunch 
period at 50-foot aisle. 

RADIO—Larry Brandvig, commissioner, 
ext. 4171. 7 p. m. Dec. 14, 21, code and 
theory class. 

RIDING—Guy Lewis, commissioner, ext. 
6266. 

ROPING—Guy Lewis, commissioner, ext. 
6266. Roping club 7 p. m. each Tuesday. 
Cutting horse club 7 p. m. each Wednes¬ 
day. Barrel race club 7 p. m. each Fri¬ 
day. 

SOFTBALL — Jack Brittain, commis¬ 
sioner, LO-2959. 

SQUARE DANCING — Ross Carney, 
commissioner, ext. 3155. Instructions and 
dancing for beginners 7 to 8 p.m. and ad¬ 
vanced classes 8 to 10 p.m. each Monday 
at Northside Recreation Building. 

STAMP AND COIN—J. D. White, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 2250. No meeting until 
Jan. 3. 

TABLE TENNIS—John Rangel, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 5141. 7:30 p.m., Dec. 16, 23, 
YMCA; Dec. 18, 27, CRA Center. 

TENNIS—Walter Bradley, commissioner, 
ext. 6103. Regular tennis play discontinued 
until next season. 

VOLLEYBALL—H. L. Shaw, commis¬ 
sioner, ext. 5141. Play 7:30 to 10 p. m. 
each Monday at Ernest Parker Gym, 1015 
S. Jennings. 

WASHER PITCHING—Hugh Penning¬ 
ton, commissioner, ext. 2196. 

WEIGHT LIFTING—I. B. Hale, com¬ 
missioner, ext. 5267. Weight lifting for first 
shift 4 to 7 p.m. Tuesday, Thursday and 
Saturday at CRA Center; for second and 
third shift 8 a.m. to noon, Monday, Wed¬ 
nesday and Friday. 

WELFARE—Gene Crosier, ext. 4250. 

CRA RANCH—PE-0054. 


Daingerfield 


BOWLING—L. R. Latch, Dept. 1. 
DOMINOES, CHECKERS and BRIDGE 
J. A. Wolfe, Dept. 1. 

GOLF—R. M. Horn, Dept. 2, ext. 308. 
HORSESHOES—P. G. Wells, Dept. 1. 
HUNTING AND FISHING — P. P. 
Steger, ext. 414. 

MODEL .- 

Dept. 2. 

RIFLE AND PJSTOL—E. C. Frye, Dept. 

6 . 

SOFTBALL—R. B. Lawrence, Dept. 1. 
WASHERS—W. S. Talk, Dept. 2. 


, AIRPLANES—W. A. Reed, Jr., 


Plane Modelers Name Winners 
In Recent Windy Contest 


A group of CRA .model plane 
enthusiasts struggled through 
high winds last month to stage 
their November contest at Forest 
Park. 

E. E. Scott ran away with the 
contest for a total of 15 points. 
This put him in second place 
standing for the year with 66 
points. 

Scott won 140, 70 and 21 lap 
races as well as the speed event. 

R. J. Heist, CRA model plane 
commissioner, was second high 
scorer. He picked up four points 


to hold his top spot with 77 
points. 

In third place is Bobby Powel¬ 
son with 53 points. 

The group staged its last 
monthly contest at 2 p. m. Dec. 
11 at Forest Park flying field. 

Regular meetings of the group 
will be cancelled until Jan. 16 
because of the Christmas holidays, 
Heist said. 

Convair employees interested in 
meeting with the group or attend¬ 
ing their events may obtain more 
information from the CRA office, 
ext. 5141. 


TRUMP—Mrs. Marie Davis, right, trumps Glen Stogsdill's ace 
as she ponders what to play from Mrs. Mabel Todd's hand. Bill 
McCurdy ponders too. A typical scene from CRA bridge activity 
Friday sessions. Dec. 16 will be 'Special Events' night. 

'Special Events' Night Scheduled 
For CRA Bridge Group Dec. 16 

Convair bridge players have an evening of fun in store 
when the CRA activity stages its monthly “Special Events” 
night Dec. 16. 

According to Glen Stogsdill, CRA bridge commissioner, 
play will get under way at 8 p. m. at the CRA Center. 
Play is restricted to Convair 


employees, vendor and Air Force 
personnel assigned to Convair, 
and members of their immediate 
families. 

Refreshments will be served 
during the evening and prizes 
will be awarded to winners. 

“This will be our last session 
of the year,” said Stogsdill, “so 
we’d like to have a big turnout 
for our game.” 

Bridge play will not be held 
Dec. 23 and Dec. 30 because of the 
holiday season. 

All Convair employees inter¬ 


ested in playing bridge are in¬ 
vited to attend the session on 
Friday. 

“And if you don’t have a part¬ 
ner, come on out anyway,” said 
Stogsdill. “We’ll find one for 
you.” 


Is it news? Then grab a tele¬ 
phone and call Convairiety: 

Ext. 5290 
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OOPS—Doug Cooper, CRA Bombers player, has the ball and 


he aims to get away. Camera stopped these players during 5 
Bombers-Engineering game. Note variety of expressions on players 
faces as they watch the- ball—and Cooper! 



Close Battles Result as Keglers 
Fight for Top League Positions 


Flight Test, 24-1 
To Meet Tonight 
At Evans Gym 

CRA basketbal-lers will meet 
tonight in a two game session in 
Convair league play. 

Dept. 24-1 and Flight Test will 
meet at 7 p. ip. and Aerodynamics 
and Power Plant will play at 8:15 
p. m. Wednesday league games 
are played at R. D. Evans Gym. 

League play officially opened 
Dec. 6 when the CRA Bombers 
and Engineering met at Stripling 
Junior High Gym. All Tuesday 
games are at Stripling. 

The Bombers trounced the En¬ 
gineering five for a 55-22 score. 

Nuclids won in the second 
game by default over the Nuclear 
Development team. 

Games slated for next week are 
Nuclear Development and Engi¬ 
neering and Bombers and Nuclids. 
They play at 7 and 8:15 p. m. 
respectively Dec. 20 at Stripling. 

Power Plant and Flight Test 
will meet at 7 p. m. and Aero¬ 
dynamics and Dept. 24-1 will play 
at 8:15 p. m. on Wednesday at 
Evans Gym. 

Games scheduled for last week 
were Nuclids and Engineering, 
Bombers and Nuclear Develop¬ 
ment. Flight Test and Aerody¬ 
namics and Dept. 24-1 and Power 
Plant. 

Outcomes were not available 
at Convairiety press time. 

Commissioner Ed Tucknies in¬ 
vited all Convair employees in¬ 
terested in basketball to attend 
the games. Schedules of games 
are available by calling the CRA 
office, ext. 5141. 


The battle for top spots in many Convair bowling 
leagues was getting hotter this week as bowlers neared 
the midway mark of the season. 

In Engineering League, PH Five held a one game lead 
over the Framers. The top team had a 39 win, 13 loss tally. 


Trouble Shooters were in third 
place with 34 wins and 18 losses. 
Hecklers were fourth with 33 and 
19. 

Bill Olewinski’s 234 was high 
singles game for the first half 
bowling and Ken Hunt’s 225 tally 
put him in first for second half. 

Olewinski also took high indi¬ 
vidual game and series honors 
with 235 and 615 scores. 

Trouble Shooters’ 934 was high 
team game and Hedgehoppers had 

high series with a 2565. 

* * 

Pin Pots held onto their three 
game lead last week in Convair 
Guys and Gals league. The Idiots 
were next in second place. 

Ralph Warner, league presi¬ 
dent, announced that tonight, Dec. 
14, will be position and sweep- 
stakes night. Hams will be 
awarded to top bowlers. 


Warner also urged all keglers 
to start bowling promptly at 6:15 
p. m. each Wednesday. 

* * * 

Departmental bowling league 
had Anders Cafe No. 1 in a one- 
game lead over two teams in sec¬ 
ond place. 

In the nip-and-tuck battle, the 
Anders team had 33 wins and 15 
losses to better Machine Shop 
team and the Pitts, Garner and 
Leggett squad, who were second. 

Two games behind was Furr’s 
Food Market with 30 wins and 
18 losses. 

J. Verbyke had high individual 
game of 279 and W. 0. Suna- 
frank’s 686 was high individual 
series. 

Paul’s Club racked up high 
team game with 1161 and high 
team series with a 3100. 



PITCHERS—Winners in recent washer tourney staged at Con¬ 
vair Daingerfield were these Dept. 7 employees. L. Taylor, left, 
won first prize and J. Jones took second. 


Convair Hunters 
Vie for Awards 

Going hunting? 

If you are, you stand a chance 
to win a CRA prize—if you bag 
a good-sized deer. 

According to Bill Parrish, CRA 
hunting commissioner, prizes will 
be awarded for the largest out-of- 
state deer and white-tailed Texas 
deer. 

Field-dressed weight must be 
verified by a reputable weigh- 
station. 

Tickets should be turned into 
the CRA office on the 50-foot 
aisle. Prizes will be awarded at 
the close of deer season. 

Table Tennis to Hold 
Regular Play Sessions 

CRA table tennis group will 
stage its regular nights of play 
and practice this month, accord¬ 
ing to John Rangel, commissioner. 

The group will meet at 7:30 
p. m. Dec. 16 and 23 at the Cen¬ 
tral YMCA and Dec. 16 and 27 
at the CRA Center. 

Rangel also said that employees 
who participate in noon-time table 
tennis as well as during evening 
sessions may purchase paddles, 
at cost, at the CRA office. 

'Tender Trap' Breaks 
Records for CRA Group 

A smash hit . . . 

That’s what it was—“Tender 
Trap”—Wing and Masque’s most 
recent hit. 

According to Stan Brown, CRA 
drama commissioner, the play 
broke all records for Wing and 
Masque productions. It was held 
over for an extra performance 
Dec. 9 after crowds were turned 
away on the last two scheduled 
dates, Dec. 2 and 3. 

Director of the comedy was 
Clyde Shrell. 

Dec. 15 Only Day 
For Badminton Play 

CRA’s badminton activity will 
have just one play session this 
month, according to Kenneth 
Brown, commissioner. 

Regular play will be staged at 
7 p. m. Dec. 15 at W. C. Stripling 
Junior High gym. Play will be 
discontinued through the holiday 
season. 



KEGLERS—This Scoftie Stamps team took top honors in recent 
Bell-Convair bowling tourney. Left to right, standing, Louise Elliston, 
Lucille Warner, Helen Veach; in foreground, Tita Mitcham and Pearl 
Beck. All are Convair employes and wives. 



TOPS — Winner in all events 
of Bell-Convair tourney was June 
Smith. Score was 1721. 


SINGLES — Dorothy Buchanan 
came out in the money with first 
place in women's singles. 


Women Keslers Take Prizes 
In Bell-Convair Tournament 

Women bowlers at Convair Fort Worth came through 
in top-notch form in the recent second annual Bell-Convair 
Bowling tournament. 

Scottie Stamps took first place in the team event with 
a total pin fall, including handicap, of 2037. Team members 


are Captain Louise Elliston, Hel¬ 
en Veach, Pearl Beck, Tita 
Mitcham and Lucille Warner. 

Second and third places also 
went to. Convair teams Milner 
Chevrolet and Sad Sacks. 

Verna McBride and Dot Harper 
took doubles honors and Dorothy 
Buchanan won the singles event. 

In all events, June Smith took 
first place with a 1721 and Pearl 
Beck was second with a 1716. 

Mrs. C. B. Mitchella was in 
charge of the women’s bowling 
for the tournament. 

Twelve teams bowled in the 
tournament which was staged 
Nov. 4, 5, 11 and 12. 

Winners of the men’s section 
of the tourney were published in 
Convairiety, Nov. 30. 


Johnson Looking for 
Bowling Information 

Bowling league secretaries were 
urged this week to give informa¬ 
tion about their leagues to the 
CRA office. 

The North Texas Bowler, a 
bowling publication, will carry a 
column about Convair leagues. 
Bill Johnson, secretary of engi¬ 
neering league, will write the 
column. 

Johnson asked for bowling 
sheets and any additional infor¬ 
mation to be turned in at the 
CRA Office on the 50-foot aisle. 


Ice Skating Ducats 
Available for $1 

Convair employees now have a 
chance to catch up on their ice 
skating. 

Through the month of Decem¬ 
ber and January, ice skating at 
Will Rogers Coliseum will be open 
to Convair employees, according 
to Glen Carter, skating commis¬ 
sioner. 

Skating tickets are on sale at 
the CRA office for $1. They en¬ 
title the holder to skate any night 
ice is in the Coliseum. 

Tickets are available to all 
Convair employees, members of 
their families and vendors or Air 
Force personnel assigned to Con¬ 
vair. 

Departmental League 
Needs Team to Bowl 

CRA Departmental League is 
looking for a bowling team, ac¬ 
cording to G. A. Jones, secretary. 

The league bowls at 6 p. m. 
Thursdays at B & R Bowlanes. 

The team is needed to replace 
a team that disbanded. The group 
was in 13th place in an 18 team 
league. 

Employees interested in form¬ 
ing a team to fill the spot are 
urged to contact Jones at ext. 
4134. 
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F-102A Nose Rides Supersonic Railway Rocket Sled in Desert Tests 




**>. s t -aaA \ • 

SPECTACULAR—Scenes are at Edwards Air Force Base on Mojave Desert where 
rocket sled, carrying F-I02A nose, races at near speed of sound in project to test 
characteristics of pilot escape apparatus. Blast from rocket battery sends sled 


speeding down 10,000-foot railway track. Water trough for last 2,000 feet brings 
sled to a safe halt. Technicians are shown readying sled for a run. Note battery 
of rockets. 


characteristics of pilot escape 


Convair T-29s Lead Way 
To New Air Safety Mark 


Convair-buiit T-29 trainers set 
the pace last month as Mather 
Air Force Base, Calif., estab¬ 
lished a new flying safety record 
for members of the Air Force’s 
Flying Training Command. 

Between August, 1954, and 
November, 1955, Mather crews 
★ ★ ★ 

Flying Hours of T A A 
240s Top 11 Years! 

All five of the Model 240 
Convair-Liners flying for 
Trans-Australia Airlines now 
have 20,000 hours or more in 
the air. 

There are about 8,760 hours 
in a year. This means that each 
airplane has spent at least two 
years and three months in 
flight! Together they have 
been off the ground more than 
11 years! 

TAA’s Convairs were among 
the first of the Model 240s to 
go into active service. They 
have flown more than a half 
billion passenger miles. 

Test Pilot Film 
To Show F-102$ 

F-102As and the now ground¬ 
ed XF-92, world’s first delta 
wing, will have roles in a mov¬ 
ing picture “Toward the Un¬ 
known” being filmed this month 
at Edwards Air Force Base. 

It is a Warner Bros, produc¬ 
tion based on the careers of Air 
Force test pilots, for release in 
late 1956. 

The XF-92 will be used for 
ground shots simulating a “belly 
landing” sequence. 

Now an Air Force traveling 
exhibit, the XF-92 during the 
last year has appeared before 
more people than many a mo¬ 
vie star. Nearly six million 
persons have seen the airplane so 
far at appearances all over the 
country, including the Rose Pa¬ 
rade throngs and Armed Forces 
Day crowds. Another cross coun¬ 
try tour is being planned for it 
now, with appearances scheduled 
at New Orleans, Washington, 
D.C. and New York City. 


have flown 100,191 hours with¬ 
out an accident. This represents 
23,000,000 miles fiown or the 
equivalent of 48 trips to the 
moon! During this time more 
than 4,000 observer student 
training missions were flown. 

Of the grand total, T-29s have 
accounted for 79,952 hours flown 
with the next highest aircraft 
(B-50s) chalking up 10,494 hours. 

Appropriately, a former Con¬ 
vair Fort Worth employee was 
at the controls of the T-29 which 
passed the 100,000 hour safety 
mark. He is Capt. Paul G. 
Meacham. 

★ ★ ★ 

Queen and President 
Fly Convair Ships 

Royalty and top governmental 
leaders continue to use Convair 
airplanes, reports from two wide¬ 
ly separated points indicated 
this week. 

In the Netherlands West In¬ 
dies, it was a KLM Convair- 
Liner that carried Her Majesty 
the Queen of the Netherlands on 
a recent tour; and it was a USAF 
C-131B operated by MATS that 
brought President and Senora 
Castillo Armas of Guatemala to 
the U.S. for a visit last month. 


The vital roles vendors play in 
the B-58 program were empha¬ 
sized this week as Convair Fort 
Worth expanded its resident of¬ 
fice at Sperry Gyroscope Co., 
Long Island, N. Y. 

Four men were assigned to the 
office, and others may be named 
in the future. 

Heading the office is Robert 
D. Chase as Convair resident 
representative. He formerly 
was group engineer in FW 
technical design. 

Larry Sonntag, at Sperry for 
some time, is assistant to 
Chase. 

J. B. Alldredge is procure¬ 
ment representative. He for¬ 
merly was in FW contracts. 

J. L. McQueen, formerly of 
j FW inspection, is quality con- 


FW MAN GOES TO 
GENERAL DYNAMICS 

Marvin L. Taylor of engineer¬ 
ing personnel section at Convair 
Fort Worth in January will 
transfer to General Dynamics 
Corporation offices in Washing¬ 
ton, D.C. 

His job will be as staff assist¬ 
ant to Admiral Lawrence B. 
Richardson, General Dynamics 
board membei and senior vice 
president. His field will be en¬ 
gineering recruitment for all 
General Dynamics divisions, and 
will also concern relations with 
universities. His job at Fort 
Worth, administrative supervisor 
in engineering, will be filled by 
H. A. Bodley. 

Convair Motorists 
Safe on S-D Day 

Convair employees came 
through in good style this month 
in the nation-wide Safe-Driving 
Day observed Dec. 1. 

No Convair employees were 
known to be involved in accidents 
on the test day. 

The City of Fort Worth re¬ 
ported only one injury and no 
fatalities. 

In San Diego County there was 
one death and 28 accidents. Seven 
were injured. 


trol representative. 

Also to be called in as need re¬ 
quires are engineers on the B-58 
and its systems. 

The new office will be at Great 
Neck on Long Island and reports 
to M. L. Hicks, assistant division 
manager-contracts and procure¬ 
ment. 

Hicks said purpose of the of¬ 
fice is to help in every way pos¬ 
sible to speed Sperry’s work for 
the new supersonic bomber. 

“Vendors develop the major 
subsystems on the B-58 and there¬ 
fore Convair has a very real 
stake in their success.” 

Sperry Gyroscope Co. is a divi¬ 
sion of Sperry Rand Corp. It is 
one of seven firms announced as 
developing major subsystems for 
the B-58. 


Four Assigned to Convair Office 
At Sperry to Help in B-58 Work 


Pilot Bailout Triggered 
During High Speed Dash 
On Two-Mile Test Track 


Racing along a two-mile rail¬ 
road straightaway at near the 
speed of sound, a specially built 
F-102A nose section has been 
proving the safety of the 
F-102A’s emergency pilot bail¬ 
out system. 

In the “driver’s seat” is a six- 
foot, 200-pound rubber and alu¬ 
minum dummy which during the 
tests is catapulted free of the 
cockpit and descends to earth by 
parachute. 

Test location is a facility of 
the Air Research and Develop¬ 
ment Command located at Ed¬ 
wards Air Force Base on the Mo¬ 
jave desert in California. Tests 
themselves are conducted by Con¬ 
vair SD engineering department’s 
mechanical test laboratories, in 
cooperation with the Air Force. 

“Our concept of the F-102A 
escape system has been proved 
out generally,” Ralph Bayless, 
chief engineer of Convair SD, 
explained. “However, we are 
constantly trying to make the 
system even better.” 

In effect, the test program 
simulates pilot bailout under a 
variety of speeds (from 260 miles 
an hour to virtually the speed of 
sound) and conditions (the com¬ 
ponent is so built that its “angle 
of attack” can be varied). To 
simulate a nose high angle of 
attack, characteristic of slow 
speed flight, the cab can be 
canted at a 10 degree angle to 
the sled. To duplicate high-speed 
flight (low angle of attack), the 
cab may be positioned accord¬ 
ingly. 

Experimental at San Diego 
built the sled and modified a pro¬ 
duction F-102A nose for the job. 
Modification involved reinforce¬ 
ment to withstand the tremen¬ 
dous push of the rocket engines. 
These are JATO (jet assisted 
takeoff) bottles attached to the 
rear of the sled, each capable of 
11,000 pounds of thrust. Al¬ 
though the sled can accommo¬ 
date 16 bottles, no more than 
eight have been used for any one 
run so far. 

It takes about 10 seconds for 
I the sled to rocket down the 


10,000 feet of standard railway 
track. The main rockets burn 
out in the first two seconds, 
with the sled reaching maxi¬ 
mum speed after the first 3,000 
feet. The last 2,000 feet of the 
run are for stopping! This is 
accomplished by a water 
trough between the rails. A 
V-shaped scoop beneath the cab 
bites into the ever deepening 
water and brings it to a halt. 

In the F-102A ejection system 
a pilot can, in an emergency, bail 
out in two seconds. His first act 
is to dump cabin pressure and 
jettison the cockpit canopy. Then 
he triggers the seat ejection and 
is catapulted upward. Two sec¬ 
onds after leaving the plane his 
lap belt and shoulder harness 
open automatically, separating 
him from the seat and pulling 
the parachute lanyard. 

A normal test run with the sled 
requires about 25 Air Force tech¬ 
nicians who do the actual firing 
and data recording. Convair as¬ 
signs four test engineers, two of 
whom are concerned with the 
elaborate instrumentation. 

Because it is almost impossi¬ 
ble for the human eye to record 
what happens during the split 
seconds of action, batteries of 
high speed cameras, some shoot¬ 
ing 1,000 frames a second, “slow 
down”, the action. Later study 
reveals in what manner the can¬ 
opy cleared the tail, etc. 



“He demands a royalty fee for 
having his picture on the $1 
bills,” 




















































